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Cal-Neva Mecca for Divorcers 
With Fast Boy Taking Them All 





Reno, Sept. 18. 
Cal-Neva Lodge, gambling spot on 
the California-Nevada line with the 
line bisecting the men’s room, has 
become a mecca for divorcers. Reno 


is now getting the go-by and all be- 
cause a man had an idea and knew 
what to do with it. 

With three divorces behind him 
and high hope for the future, a 
playboy once knewn as America’s 
Sweetheart came to Reno a year 
ago, got a gander at Lake Tahoe, 
50 miles west, and flared up with an 
inspiration. Taking time out only 
long enough to get married again, 
the lad bustled over to the lake and 
grabbed options on all the land on 
the Nevada side. Then he proceeded 
to put on a pressure realty develop- 
ment which has resulted in a great 
land boom. 

There’s nothing extraordinary in 
this but the sales argument on 
which the development is based is 
a pip—and has snagged the gelt. 


Ask No Questions 

You come to Reno for a split. The 
lad’s entrepreneurs hook you at the 
Station or at your hotel and induce 
you, while you're waiting around for 
Six weeks to elapse, to run over to 
Tahoe. When you get there you 
See a very pretty body of water to- 
ward which hillsides slope. On the 
hillsides are all sorts of huts fash- 
ioned of logs. You get steamed up 
Over the picturesque setting for the 
joints and are told you ought to own 


(Continued on age & 49) 


NO REPEAL ERROR LIKE 
27, BEER BY HOTELS 


The New York hotels are all 
making plans for installation of tap 
rooms and large bars counting on 
as early as Dec. 15 for repeal and 
legalized liquor sclling. The hotels, 
and their bondholder - mortgagees, 
are banki-g heavily on repeal to 
take them out of the red. 

The bonifaces state that they will 
not make the same mistake as with 
legalized 3.2 beer. The brewers 
then were too chary, figuring on the 
nation suddenly going berserk on 
beer jags, and it’s no secret that 
much of the 3.2 stuff was not much 





oC 


over 2%. 
The brewers’ association suc- 
ceeded in its aim to keep beer- 


drunk arrests at a minimum, but it 
worked great damage in creating a 
great public grouch against 3.2 beer 


| 





as being inadequate, with the re- 
sult that beer sales after the initial 
by-the-case boom for home con- 
sumption have not kept up with 
expectations, although still doing 
rather well 

The hotels, catering to a more} 
epicurean clientele, are readying 
for the demand with vintage cel- 
lars and choice wine cards, hoping 
to capture and maintain the pub- 
lic’s wine and likker interests from 
the start. 
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Good Old Ding-a-Ling 





A cheery note on current 
conditions comes from the 
pawn brokers on Sixth avenue, 
New York. 

They say that many of the 
boys who hocked their. alarm 
clocks when in need of a meal 
are now redeeming them, 

The alarm tickers were 
unked by the thousands for a 
thin dime apiece. Redeeming 
price is 25c. 


TO SHOW PIX IN 
PASSENGER 
PLANES 


Now that steamships have opened 
up a new lucrative field for dis- 
tributors, passenger planes may be 
next. Experiments are under way 
to test the practicability of pictures 
for air travelers. 

J, H. Harper, who produces car- 
toon subjects, is working with the 
T. W. A, air lines on plans which 
would have the film sound track 
broadcast from some point over a 
short wave radio system to planes 
in transit. The broadcast sound 
track would be synchronized with 
a silent portable projector set up in 
the cabin of the airship. 

Films have been shown on trains 
in transit but while successful 
enough as an experiment, has not 
been generally adopted as a car- 
rier feature. P 


Cuban Revolution as 
Theatre Strike Signal 


Havana, Sept. 18. 

Picture biz here is affected by 
revolution and subsequent strikes. 
Operators went on 24-hour strike. 
After first conference with ex- 
hibitors, all demands of the op- 
erators were granted. 

At present first and second class 
houses pay $35 weekly; third class, 
$12.25 and fourth class $10.50 with 
extras for matinees and _ special 
shows. There will be a 25% in- 
crease. 

3efore this move, only deluxers 
(3) were paying ‘almost decent’ 
salaries while the naborhood 
houses, some with 10 and 12-hour 
shifts paid as a rule 75c and 50c 
jaily to operators. 

A general convention is 




















called 





+ 


FOOTLITE TALENT 
TOPS ACTIVE Ulal 


Producers Show Increasing 
Like for Actors Who've 
Faced Audiences — Old 
Screen Favorites Driven 
to Scramble for Leavings 





SPEEDS STARDOM 





Hollywood, Sept. 18. 

Like a rising tide, stage players 
are gradually shoving established 
screen players out of pictures. Dur- 
ing the past few months, influx of 
stagers has been particularly strong. 
In the major studios at present 
there are 315 players, stars and fea- 
tured, under contract. Of the tota!, 
197 have come from the stage dur- 
ing the past three years, the remain- 
ing 118 are either holdovers from 
silents or have come to the screen 
without previous stage experience. 

Outside of the contract lists, there 
are about 200 stage people in Holly- 
wood bucking the free lance ranks. 
Most of them find employment 
steadier than the recognized pic- 
ture people who became names in 
the silents. Latter group are having 
a hard time finding anything more 
than casual employment. 

Largest number of stage imports 
are at Metro. Of the total contract 
list of 70 players, 40 are from the 
footlights. Radio has 52 players, 30 
of them from the stage. Paramount’s 
legit group numbers 33 of the 52 
contracted players. Universal cur- 
rently has 24 contractees, 18 from 
the stage, mostly from ‘Councillor- 
at-Law’ and playing their original 
parts in the-picture now in produc- 
tion. 

Between 20th. Century and Sam 
Goldwyn, 20 of the 27 ticketed play- 
ers on the United Artists lot are 
from legit. Thirty of the 49 ear- 
marked players at Fox are from the 
stage, while Columbia's list of 10 
has three imports. 

Creep Up In Two Years 

Though most picture people have 
been die-hards in admitting the ad- 
vance of stage players in pictures, 
their growth has been steady for the 
past two years, producers feeling 
that they get more out of actors 


(Continued on page 50) 





Pat Remembered 


Washington, Sept. 18. 

It was all set to hold over 
the film code hearings until 
Thursday (21) and start them 
again on that day. After be- 
ing okayed all around, some- 
body killed it by remembering 
that the Jewish New Year falls 
on Thursday, so they.changed 
the date to Saturday (23 

The man who reminded 











for early October when exhibitors 
will unite to fight high film rental 
(percentage is average of 45%) and | 
to attack the black list method of | 
the distributors, i 


Deputy NRA Administrator Sol 
Rosenblatt was Pat Casey, 














OK for Sound Anyway 





A new way of crashing ex- 
ecutive gates in looking for a 
job was tried by a novice press 
agent in New York. It was 
first pulled on Bob Sisk of 
RKO, who received a portable 
phonograph and a record sent 
to the RKO publicity depart- 
ment. Thinking it might be a 
new theme song or something, 
Sisk played the record, only to 
discover it was a spiel about 
the lad’s ability. 

Same gag was tried on Gabe 
Yorke at Fox. 


AIR NAMES ICE 
CORRECTIVES 
AN’ SUCH 











It's the actors who are now doing 
the eyetrow lifting when radio’s so- 
called ‘propr‘etory’ advertising. is 


mentioned. That's the type of ad- 
vertising which calls for delicate 
copy handiting, such as laxatives, 
body odor eradicators, etc. 

The radio networks placed their 
transmitters abadve such copy until 
a couple of years ago, when they 
vreakened and gave in. But now 
the talent k-s adopted the net- 
works’ discarded attitude, and while 
the ‘proprietory’ advertisers are 
having no trguble in obtaining net- 
work time, it’s getting quite dif- 
ficult to grab first rate talent. 

Four established ether names 
turned down one laxative manu- 
facturer’s attractive salary offer 
last wéek, stating plugging such a 
product on the airwaves ‘mirht 
damage their reps. An anti-odor 
maker and its ad agency is having 
similar trouble with the bigger 
names, and both may have to agree 
to non-names or stay off the air. 


World’s Worst Program 
Big Favorite in L.A. 
oP Ay <intire Sept. 18. 


Although Al 
program as the 





Fox announces his 

‘world’s worst,’ it 
proved otherwise when KGFJ, Los 
Angeles, discontinued the early 
morning air feature. 

Immediately following the shut 
down, thousands of letters, mostly 
from eating houses, gas stations, 
and other all nite spots, deluged 
isking that the program be re- 
turned, pronto. 

It worked, and now both Fox and 


his hound dog are back playing 








phonograph records 


Too Much Politics Jamming Up 
All Show Biz Throughout Europe 


- 


Vienna may follow in the foot- 
steps of Berlin on the Nazi ques- 
tion within several months. Such, 
at least, is the belief gained by 
show folks in Austria based on ob- 
servance of reactions as noted by 
Frederick Whyle-Spitz. 


Spitz, formerly operator and head 
booker of the Zirkus Wentz in Vi- 
enna and the Tivoli theatre, Han- 
over, has just arrived in the United 
States, forced out of business by 
Nazi interference. In Hanover it 
was simply a matter of getting out 
like other Jewish show folks, In Vi- 
enna, where officially there’s no 
Nazism, he says theatres owned or 
operated by Jews are boycotted to 
such an extent as to kill business 
possibilities. 


Localites ‘Fear’ Clique 


Theatres all over the continent, 
reports Spitz, are suffering from 
too much politics no matter what 
their allegiance or what the coun- 
try. In Central Europe there's 
practically no show biz left. Big 
name acts playing Berlin houses, 
he says, die completely if of for- 
eign origin, while small nobodies 
from around the corner get the ap- 
plause from fear-stricken custom- 
ers who figure they must be pa- 
triotic above all. But not enough 
localites to go the rounds and for- 
eigners are resenting the treatment 
they get. 

Indication of how. bad things 
are, even outside-of Germany, be- 
z<ause of the German influence, is 
that Spitz has been commissioned 
by a number of the bigger name 
acts in Europe to dig up some 
American bookings. Among these 
are acts such as the Fratellinis, 
who've worked in Europe con- 
Stantly and have never before tried 
or wished to come to the U. 8S. 
They are ItaleorFrench, Also Spitz 
has the three Andreu Rivels, from 
Madrid, about the best clown act 
in Europe; Kassner, magician, and 
Sylvester ‘Schaeffer, -protean: artist, 





EISENSTEIN’S PLUNGE 


Undertakes 500 Years of Russian 
History—Haw Many Feet? 





Moscow. Sept. 18. 
After a period of silence, part of 
it spent in an expedition to Kara- 


Kum, Serge Eisenstein lets it be 
known that he is at work on an 
ambitious film opus to be called 


‘Moscow.’ 

It will recount the history of the 
proletariat in Moscow in the past 
500 years, no more. Historians and 
antiquarians and researchers and 
sociologists are helping him get the 
stuff togetuer 


Rita Gould’s 32 Auditions 


tita Gould may be challenging 
the high record in the matter of 
giving radio auditions. 

She's rendered 32 auditions for 


tae lee ‘ . 
networks, advertising agencies, and, 


she now suspect ns office boys, 
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Pantless Pic Crew Crash Nude Colony, 


Bring Back Sunburn for Art's Sake 








Hollywood, Sept. 18. 
Bryan Foy’s film production crew 
is back here after spending five 
days in the nude, photographing 
footage for a nudist picture at Ely- 
sian Fields, bare colony, near Lake 
Elsinore. The 15 men are nursing 
heavy sunburns, tender feet and in- 
sect bites as a result of exposure 
during the making of the picture. 
Before they could obtain permis- 
sion to make scenes in the camp, 
officials there made the Foy com- 
pany promise to divest themselves 
of their clothing and enter into the 
spirit of the occasion. 
Therefore, in the five days they 


spent in the pantless paradise, the 
only apparel sported by the crew 
was the soundman’s earphones. 


Keyhole Version of Nudism 


Feature, titled ‘Is Nudism Sex- 
less?’ is currently in work at Foy’s 
studio, making the necessary in- 


teriors. Story is about a_ reporter 
assigned to get the inside on 
nudism. 


Yarn stresses the health virtues 
of going about sans clothing and 
will reveal that many historical 
characters, including Ben Franklin, 
were hot for it. 

Elysian Fields caters mainly to 
Los Angeles people, with plenty of 
families bringing the. kiddies for 
week-end vacations in the alto- 
gether. 

Nude ranch is right next door to 
the summer home of Aimee Semple 
McPherson. 


FAKED SALES OF STARS’ 
STUFF NIXED IN L.A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 18. 
Stuffed household sales, which 
have frequently masqueraded as 
offerings of motion picture people’s 
personal belongings, are _ being 
thumbed as a racket by the Better 
Business Bureau of Los Angeles. 


Court action has been taken in sev- 
eral cases in a campaign to expose 
and discipline the seores of furni- 
ture dealers asserted to be operating 
in the guise of property owners 
forced to sell out cheap. 
Estimated that 150 dealers are 
operating the stuffed flat racket in 
residences, many violating the 
ordinar.ce which requires advertise- 
ments to state they are dealers. 


BORZAGE TO DIRECT U’S 
REMAKE OF ‘SHOWBOAT’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 18. 
William Anthony McGuire has 
been assigned for the screen story 
of ‘Showboat’ at Universal. 
Frank Borzage will direct, his 
contract calling for $65,000 for a 
13-week working period. 
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Stout Parades Boy Scout 
Serial for Monogram 


Hollywood, Sept. 18. 
George Stout of Romance Pic- 
tures is in New York to negotiate 
with W. Ray Johnston on the sale 
of a Boy Scout serial to Monogram. 
Stout took first two episodes east 
with him. 





Fox Shelves Foreign 
Made Lil Harvey Pic 
For U.S. Protection 


Fox has decided to shelve ‘Only 
Girl,’ Lilian Harvey starred, made 
in Germany and London by Ufaand 


Gaumont-British. Film’s English 
version will not be shown in either 
the U. S. or England, according to 
present ideas. It cost about $300,- 
000 to make and did fair business in 
Germany. 

Fox doesn’t think the picture 
good enough and is afraid it might 
hurt sales on future Harvey films 
now being made in Hollywood. Also 
some fear expressed that the film’s 
Ufa background may hurt, leading 
to a possible impression in cus- 
tomers’ minds that other Harvey 
pictures, regularly made and re- 
leased by Fox, have that back- 
ground. 

‘Only Girl’ was one of the direct 
leaders into the Ufa-G-B split. 
British company had a co-produc- 
tion deal with Ufa but didn’t think 
the Harvey film up to standard. 
Coming at the height of the Jew- 
baiting in Germany it gave British 
Gaumont a chance t- sluff the en- 
tire Ufa product deal. 

Gaumont, having considerable 
money invested, wouldn’t mind re- 
leasing the film now, but Fox has 
an interest in the company, thus 
assuring that it won’t be shown. 
Possibly, Fox admits, however, it 
may be moved off the shelf for Eu- 
ropean showing only in a year or so. 


JEAN HARLOW MARRIES, 
BUT FORGETS M-G-M 


Hollywood, Sept. 18. 


Jean Harlow one year and two 
weeks after death of her husband, 
Paul Bern, married Harold G. Ros- 
son, cameraman, at 4:20 a.m. today 
(Mon.) in Yuma, where couple had 
gone by plane. 

With E. A. Freason, justice of 
peace, performing ceremony, Metro 
studio were all burned up at elope- 
ment as publicity department had 
been in on intended nuptials and 
wanted to make a big splash. 














Patsy Ruth Miller Free 
Patsy Ruth Miller was granted a 
divorce from her husband, Tay 
Garnett, the director, by a Vienna 
court yesterday (Monday), accord- 
ing to cable reports. 





WILL MAHONEY 


The Boston “American” said: 
“Each feat of Will Mahoney’s is a 
signal for handclapping, loud and 
long. If Mahoney were alone on 
the program it would be well worth 
while, for Will Mahoney hasn't a 
peer in his line.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 


Roosevelt Hotel 
Hollywood, Cal. 


SIGN OVER 200 
PIC PLAYERS, 
INFLATION? 


Hollywood, Sept. -18. 

More than 200 players have been 
given contracts during the past 
few weeks and as many more are 
expecting to close deals. Most of 
the players are in the $300 to $1,500 
class. In addition about 75 writers 
have been ticketed with the same 
number due to get a label within the 
next week or 10 days. All the deals 
are with major studios. 

Condition is partly due to a de- 
sire on the part of the studios not 
to be caught with a heavy produc- 
tion schedule which has to await 
the release of desired players from 
other free lance engagements. 
Major angle, however, is the feeling 
that inflation is just around the 
corner. That would mean upped 
salaries to meet the new conditions. 
Studios with the high-pay names 
clinched, will not have so many 
worries. Most deals are on the 
usual six months ticket with op- 
tions, and some of those getting 
papers, particularly the _ writers, 
have been more or less idle for pe- 
riods up to six months, 

Radio studio has been particular- 
ly active in building up its player 
string, angling particularly for 
male juves, About a dozen of these 
have been getting ink on their 
fingers recently. 


SPRAGUE GOES U. 
Hollywood, Sept. 18. 
Chandler Sprague has gone from 
Metro to Universal where he is do- 
in~ the adaptation and ¢ ript on 
‘Disillusion’ with Harry Sauber. 
This is Stanley Bergerman’s first 
feature picture. 




















Grief from Gams 





Undressed Gets Mag Space, but Lot of 
Kickback from Fans 





Hollywood, Sept. 18. 

Leg art is crowding picture por- 
traits for top play in the volume of 
still fotos pouring out of the studio 
publicity mills. Race of the gams 
to outstep the physiogs in some 
major lots is leg-and-neck, with the 
output going to mags, newspapers 
and into the private files of fans 
and film editors. 

While the undressers are one of 
the main reliances of the p.a.’s in 
getting a lot of periodical space, 
they are also one of the chief grief- 
getters. Stepping blithely out of the 
studio mailing rooms eon their own 
pretty pins, the nearly nudes fre- 
quently kickback from the big burgs 


as well as the stix in the form of 
proposals to tax and further re- 
strict motion pictures. In spots 
where the undraped or demi-nude 


still has power to shock this kind 
of exploitation art has been used as 
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a glaring example of so-called per- 





version of Hollywood’s chief in- 
dustry as a buildup toward tighter 
censorial and legislative restraints. 

Much of the leg art, frankly, is 
only to regale the press desk boys 
who need an antidote for the less 
colorful copy of the day. It serves 
as a wedge for other publicity mat- 
ter. 

Standards of permissible exposure 
have become so liberal in the pic 
colony, where thousands of picked 
femmes are more or less constantly 
on display in the making of films, 
in daring clothes vogues, at beaches 
ana in sun-tan camps that the in- 
durated p.a.’s are often genuinely 
astonished at the frequent boome- 
rangs from the shocked hinterlands. 

Test is not so much in the degree 
of nudity but in the manner and 
purpose of the poses, with the so- 
called horizontal still regarded as 
the most flagrant, though often the 
most carefully clothed, 


Biographical Urge 


Hits Hollywood: 


Gamblers and Kings Glorified Alike 





Par’s ‘Funny Page’ New 
Film Cartoon Feature 


Chicago, Sept. 18. 

King Features syndicate has soid 
to Paran.wunt the rights to « full 
length picture of their cartoon stars. 
Flicker will te called ‘Funny Page’. 

This will not be animated but 
will be a regular feature picture 
with such characters as Katzenjam- 
mer Kids, .’op Eye, Blondie, Boob 
McNutt and Polly and Her Pals. 
Picture will be released around 
January. 


FAN DANCER, SALLY 
RAND, FOR PAR PIX 


Sally Rand, fan dancer who has 
been providing much extra draw for 
the Fair throngs at the Chicago for 
B&K, has signed with Paramount 


under a contract which calls for a 
week at the Paramount, N. Y., and 
for appearance in one picture. 


She comes into the N. Y. Par Oct. 
6, then to the coast by the end of 
the montr to prepare for hér Par 
film debut. 

Miss Rand goes into the Broad- 
way Par at $5,000 and a split over 
a figure that is to be determined as 
soon as Boris Morros knows what 
the picture week of Oct. 6 will be. 
He wanted the fan dancer for Sept. 
22, but B&K desires to hold her that 
week also for a total of 10. 


Fred Waring comes back into the 
N. Y¥. house Sept. 29 instead. Mor- 
ros has booked Jack Benny for later 
in October. 


SID GRAUMAN ADDS 
UA, L.A., TO DUTIES 


Hollywood, Sept. 18. 


Sid Crauman is taking on another 
job again, becoming managing di- 
rector of the United Artists, which 
reopens Oct. 11. 

‘The Bowery,’ at $3 top for the 
premiere, reopens the house. Grau- 
man is in on salary and percentage 
and keeps on handling the Chinese. 

Jack Frost, former Fox-West 
Coast division manager, becomes 
house manager under Grauman, 

‘Bowery’ will be followed by 
‘Broadway Through a Keyhole.’ 

















Par Offers Fredric March 
$400,000 for 2 Yrs.’ Work 


Hollywood, Sept. 18. 

Paramount has offered Fredric 
March $200,000 per year for two 
years on a new contract. His pres- 
ent deal expired two weeks ago and 
March is working on weekly ar- 
rangement. 

New contract is on 52-week basis 
but March figures he can get more 
money at another plant and is hold- 
ing out. 





Chaplin Readying for His 
Next Pic, Adds Stage 


Hollywood, Sept. 18. 

Construction work on a new stage 
at the Chaplin studios have been 
started in view of getting his next 
picture begun. 

New stage will be finished in 
about 20 days, with the picture 
scheduled to start at that time. 





Botsford Back to H’ wood 


A. M. Botsford, who’s been east 
three weeks on a vacation with 
eastern confabbing on the side at 
the Par home office, leaves Friday 
(22) to return to the Coast studio. 

This was Bot's first visit east 
since he became a production offi- 
cial out west. 


Sig Marcus Leaves J-S 
Hollywood, Sept. 18. 
Sig Marcus, office manager of 
Joyce & Selznick, has resigned, ef- 
fective Sept. 30. 
Resignation followed some cen- 
suring of Marcus by Myron Selz- 
nick, with the latter accepting the 





resignation over the telephone, 
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Hollywood, Sept. 18, 
The biographical urge the 
strongest cycle that- Hollywood will 
pedal during the next year of pro- 
duction. So far 16 pictures coming 
up will be based on the lives of fa- 
mous, infamous and historical char- 


acters ont of real life. 

List runs the gamut from a 
banana Shogun to a record-break- 
ing eater and from a western two- 
gunner to a Russian empress.. It 
presents two Hollywood stars, each 
doing a picture based on the other. 
Included in the roster are Al Smith, 
Marie Antionette, Maurice, Isadora 
Duncan, Villa, and Barnum. 

Plus the 16 on the way, there are 
four productions in this category 
either finished or almost’ done. 
These are ‘Queen Christina,’ (Gar- 
bo); ‘The Bowery,’ with Chuck 
Conners and Steve Brodie as the 
principal characters; ‘I Loved Two 


is 


| Women,’ which is supposed to be 


the story of the Armour family, al- 
though Warners declares it is a 
fictional yarn; and ‘Broadway 
Through a Keyhole,’ which Walter 
Winchell says has nothing to do 
with Al Jolson and Ruby Keeler. 
Used to Duck ‘ 

Studio steered clear of true-life 
celluloids for some time following 
the suit instituted by the descend- 
ents of Jim Bridger, who objected 
to the Tully Marshall portrayal in 
‘Covered Wagon.’ Recently when 
‘Man Who Dared’ was previewed 
by Fox, a foreword explained that 
all of the ch*racters were fictitious, 
But when the approval of Mayor 
Anton Cermak’s family was obtain- 
ed, this was scissored. That dis- 
claiming foreword was also on ‘I 
Loved Two Women.’ 

Another mess of litigation that 
came out of a filmization from fact 
resulted from Warners’ ‘Mouth- 
piece,’ when the daughter of Wil- 
liam Fallon objected to the come 
parison. 

Metro, not so long ago, dished 
up a yarn around Pecora and his 
investigations, but dropped it as 
too hot to handle on the screen, 
Same goes for Sam Jaffe’s projected 
portrait of Hitler in ‘The Mad Dog 
of Europe.’ 


Fruit and Diamonds 


On the schedules at present are: 
‘Green Gold,’ story of Samuel Zee 
murray, United Fruit head; ‘Diae 
mond Jim Brady’ (Charles R. Rog- 
ers-Paramount); ‘Her Regiment of 
Lovers’), Catherne of Russia, 
‘Bolero,’ Maurice (Par); ‘Kingfish,° 
Huey Long, ‘Diamond Joe,’ Hinky 
Dink (WB-FN); ‘Viva Villa,’ 
‘Bombshell,’ ‘Marie Antionette,® 
‘Three Men,’ Al Smith, Cardinal 
Hayes, and a murder named 
Moskowitz (Metro); ‘Balloon Buse« 
ter,’ Frank Luke (Radio}; ‘Frone 
tier Marshal,’ Wyatt Earp (Fox); 
‘House of Rothschild,’ ‘P. T. Bar- 
num,’ and an untitled Hollywood 
yarn (20th Century); ‘Great Zeig- 
feld’ (U); ‘My Life,’ Isadora Dun- 
can (Majestic). 

The studio yarn 20th Century 
will do stars Constance Bennett. 
and parallels Jean Harlow'’s life. 
Miss Harlow is currently finishing 
‘Bombshell,’ yarn that even has a 
marquis in it to keep the similarity 
to Miss Bennett’s biog. In addition 
to Paramount's Catherine the Great 
story, which stars Marlene Diete 
rich, Douglas Fairbanks is ready- 
ing a similar script in England for 
production there. 

Writers Reading 

With a score of true stories on 
the fire currently, writers are turn- 
ing history students, fine-combing 
the libraries for suitable subjects, 
drawing on their memories of 
celebs of their youth and interview- 
ing oldsters who were intimates of 
colorful figures of the ‘90s and be- 
fore. 





SAILINGS | 


Sept. 25 (London to New York) 
Cooper Lawley (Milwaukee). 

Sept. 23 (New York to Plymouth) 
Charles Laughton, Charles Bickford 
and family, Maurice Chevalier, Car] 
Laemmle, Jack Ross. Frank Joyce 
(Ife de France). 

Sept. 20 (Paris to New York), 
Marlene Dietrich (Paris). 

Sept. 15 (New York to Southamp- 
ton), Mr. and Mrs. Jack Mills (Ma- 
jestic). 

Sept. 16 (New York to London) 
Alfred Lunt, Lynn Fontanne (Bre- 
men). 

Sept. 15 (New York to London), 
Charles Bickford (Rex). 
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Titled Tramps, Phoney Princes Sneak 
To Extra Ranks as Pretense Exposed 


Hollywood, Sept. 18. 

For several years after the war, 
with most of the small European 
countries in the throes of revolu- 
tions, Hollywood became the Mecca 
for scores of European blue bloods, 
Russian princes, Austrian and Ger- 
man barons, Bulgarian counts, 
Turkish sultans, not to mention 
generals and admirals from coun- 
tries unfamiliar to most people. 
They flocked to Hollywood and 
found it possible to earn a living 
in pictures. 

With the publicity value of titles 
above par, many foreigners began 
knighting and decorating them- 
sélves until Hollywood had enough 
nobility to start a Burke’s Peerage 
of its own and enough phoney blue 
blood and generals to start a new 
empire in the hills of Malibu. 


All Haywire 


The 
tures 
them 
on pictures 
Their work 


queer royalty invaded pic- 
with a mad rush, most of 
becoming technical advisors 
with foreign locales. 
was so haywire that 
picture companies began to get 
protests from foreign countries 
claming that stories and native cus- 
toms were all wet and that Holly- 
wood had better get wise to itself 
and find out just who their techni- 
cal lads were. Investigations proved 
that the phonies were mostly smart 
lads who never got near the fringe 
of the subject matter on which they 
were supposed to be experts. Pre- 
tenders cost the studios a lot of 
money and prestige before they 
woke up. 

Today the fakers are still in Hol- 
lywood hanging onto their self- 


“made titles, but most of them aré 


of extras, 
types are 


reduced to the ranks 
working when foreign 
necessary. 

Worst offenders 
sians. Posing 
the Bolsheviks, they received sym- 
pathy from Hollywood, which is a 
pushover for anything that smacks 
of royalty. A great number of them 
existed without working for months 
following the general expose by 
claiming that the Bolsheviks and 
communists were persecuting them 
and that the charges of faking 
brought against them were born of 
hatred of the titled class. Many 
picture people fell for this, saw 
that the strangers within tme cine- 
ma gates were well treated. 


Still Faking 


Same mob are still around carry- 
ing their titles, still insisting they 
are genuine. Occasionally one will 
get into the public prints by claim- 
ing his brother killed Rasputin, his 
father had seen the Czar and his 
family alive within the last two 
months or that Russia will soon be 
rescued from its present govern- 
ment by a group of White Russians, 
always headed by himself, who are 
planning to lead a conquering army 
from Mexico or some other Latin 
country. Story is usually killed 
after the first edition when some 
editor remembers a similar yarn 
being turned in previously. Phoney 
royalist sinks into oblivion for an- 
other year until he can get a fresh 
break with some new or forgotten 
yarn about himself. 


were the Rus- 


Buck’s ‘White Cargo’ 
First consignment of film from 
Frank Buck for his second picture 
for RKO release, ‘Wild Cargo,’ 
reached New York last week from 
India. 
_Though away some time, heavy 
rains and other bad film weather 
has seriously delayed the expedi- 
tion's filming plans. 





Par’s British Import 


Paramount has signatured an- 
other English girl, Frances Dean, 
and has ordered her over, pronto. 

Miss Dean is new to film biz. 
She took a Par test in England on 


spec and satisfied the Hollywood- 


ites 


as being exiled by- 





Says $3,000, Means It 


London, Sept. 18. 

Jessie Matthews is being ap- 
proached by sundry American film 
companies. 

The English comedienne is asking 
$3,000 weekly or nothing, being al- 
ready fortunately established on 
this side. 


CHEVALIER’S PAGNOL 
PIC IN FRANCE, THEN U.S. 


While abroad, with his sailing for 
France scheduled Saturday (23) on 
the ‘Tle de France,’ Maurice 
Chevalier will make a picture based 
on a story by Marcel Pagnon, well 
known French dramatist. -It will 
be written around Chevalier’s own 
life. 

Signed by Metro for one picture, 
‘Merry Widow,’ Chevalier’s future in 
this country remains unsettled. He 
may come back to Par but agree- 
ment already reached, including 
figure for one more picture, hinges 
around the story. 

Chevalier reaches 
Thursday (21), sailing two days 
later. He will remain in France 
until Jan. 1 to turn out the film 
over there. 


M-G Delay Worries as 
2 Comics Work 2 Films 


Hollywood, Sept. 18. 

On account of casting difficulties 
Metro is having considerable trouble 
in shooting ‘Hollywood Party’ and 
‘Meet the Baron.” Jack Pearl and 
Jimmie Durante are in both pic- 
tures working simultaneously. 

Last week ‘Meet the Baron, 
Pearl’s starring picture, was held 
up for two days while two comics 
worked in ‘Hollywood Party’ this 
week, latter picture being held up 
for five days so that tandem can 
work in ‘Baron.’ 


To Star Loy 


Hollywood, Sept. 18. 
Metro has picked up Myrna Loy’s 
options for one more year. 
Intention is to star her, 








New York 

















Dietrich Returning 


Marlene Dietrich, abroad vaca- 
tioning, is scheduled to return to 
New York Sept. 26 and after a few 
days will leave for the coast to re- 
sume with Par. 

She sails on the ‘Paris’ tomorrow 
(29) from Paris. 


Hollywood, Sept. 18. 
Charles Vidor, who recently made 
a picture for Monogram, becomes a 
major director, going to Paramount 
to meg a Lloyd Shelton production. 





U WANTS LANDI 
Hollywood, Sept. 18. 

Universal is trying to obtain 
Elissa Landi for the lead in ‘Mme. 
Spy,’ which Karl Freund will direct 
under supervision of Edmund 
Grainger. 

Grainger will also supervise ‘The 
American Scotland Yard,’ with Ed- 
mund Lowe starred. 





Chester Sutton Ill 
Hollywood, Sept. 18. 
Chester Sutton, manager of Ma- 
son theatre and former prominent 
Syracuse theatre manager, is critic- 





ally ill at his home here suffering 
with heart disease. 





ONLY NEW NAMES 
WEST, HEPBURN 


Producers Frantically 
Search for New Talent to 
Pep B.O’s—Contests Used 
as Prospect Dragnet 





TEST ORGY 





Hollywood, Sept. 18. 

With the new season here major 
studios are frantically searching for 
new picture personalities, realizing 
that with the exception of Mae 
West and Katharine Hepburn, past 
year has given little in the way of 
names to stimulate the box office. 

Producers feel that with the 
quota of stars now at a low ebb, 
new draw names are necessary to 
pep up theatre business. 


Paramount’ with Miss West, 
Marx Brothers, Bing Crosby, Gary 
Cooper, Marlene Dietrich and 


Chevalier as their top notchers 
have currently three searches on 
for new faces. Hunts are ‘Search 
for Beauty’ contest for both men 
and women, a search for an ‘Alice’ 
for ‘Alice in Wonderland’ and an 
office talent hunt by two studio 
execs at present visiting eastern 
stock companies. 

Charles R. Rogers has an octet 
of girls here from the east who are 
contest winners for ‘Eight Girls 
in a Boat.’ Studio has a number of 
young players under contract, none 
of whom has fulfilled its hopes as 
name possibilities. 

Metro is also in the name hunt 
field. Money draws are Marie 
Dressler, Wallace Beery, Joan 
Crawford, Lee Tracy, Greta Garbo, 
Marion Davies, the Barrymores, 
Clark Gable, Ramon Navarro and 
Norma Shearer. Rest of the con- 
tract list are supporting players 
who mean little at the box office 
unless part of a strong cast. Big- 
gest disappointment at Metro has 
been Franchot Tone who has failed 
to fulfill the studio’s enthusiasm 
about his possibilities. 


Need Assists 


Radio’s one big draw is Miss 
Hepburn. Constance Bennett, Ann 
Harding, Richard Dix, Irene Dunne, 
the studio’s top names all need as- 
sistance from production, story and 
supporting names to make a sizable 
impression at the boxoffice. Studio 
is considering everyone submitted, 
hoping that it will get another 
Hepburn. Rest of Radio’s contract 
list are regarded short on audience 
appeal, 

Warners top name is Joe E., 
Brown. Though not a heavy draw 
in the metropolitan centers, he’s a 


small-community sock. In _ addi- 
tion to Brown, the studio is next 
to Metro in strong names, which 


(Continued on page 55) 








Mae West's Gross of Free Printers 


Ink Stuff Is a Present-Day Record 





+ 
Eskimo Star Hollywood, Sept. 18. 
Ignored by the press as an unime- 
ere ees: portant film player up to five 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 

Ray Wise, who played in Metro’s 
‘Eskimo,’ is being considered for 
the top spot in ‘Good Earth,’ Wise, 
a former cameraman, is half Jew- 
ish and half Eskimo. He played 
the lead in ‘Igloo.’ 

Soo Young, Chinese actress, is 
up for the femme lead in ‘Earth,’ 
being brought from Honolulu for 
the test. 


15-YR.-OLD IDA LUPINO 
$600, BABY LEROY $50 


Hollywood, Sept. 18. 

Baby Leroy, pic prodigy, has been 
legally certified as a contract actor 
with Paramount Pictures in court 
approval secured last week. Baby 
Leroy, whose full name adds Wine- 
brenner, will be able to boast, when 
he gets old enough to talk, that he 
was earning $50 a week at the pres- 








ent age of one year and four 
months, Of course, when he lays 
off between pix he only gets $15. 


3ut even with the inflation coming 
on, that'll be’ something. 

Other miners who had contracts 
with Paramount approved are Ida 
Lupino, 15, getting $600 per week; 
Toby Wing, 18, earning $110: Lona 
Andre, 18, starting at $75, and Grace 
Bradley, 19, who gets $150. 


LeROY TO FILM OWN 
PLAY FOR WARNERS 


Mervyn LeRoy has authored a 
play, ‘Insincere City’, which he will 
produce as a picture for WB, fol- 
lowing ‘Wonder Bar’, his next 
slated to get under way shortly. 

East on a vacation, LeRoy left 
Friday (15) for the Coast to pre- 
pare for ‘Wonder Bar’. Al Jolson 
will leave for the west in two weeks 
to start in the film. He will con- 
tinue his broadcasting from Holly- 
wood while doing the picture. 











Par’s Beauts Arriving 


First of Par’s ‘Search for Beauty’ 
eontest winners started for Holly- 
wood Thursday (14), sailing from 
British South Africa. They are 
Lucille du Toit and Donald Tid- 
bury. They will arrive in Holly- 
wood in five weeks. 

The winning mixed couples from 
Australia and New Zealand are due 
in L. A., Oct. 7, on the S. S. Mont- 
erey. 





Studios Stooges for Agents? 





Minor Execs Said to Be Tipping Off on 
Agents’ Talent Grabbing 





Hollywood, Sept. 18. 
Fearing the possible inclusion of 
the Academy-Agents code in the 
NRA industry pact the big shot 


agents have recently been on an 
unethical spree trying to steal one 
another's clients. 

Report is also that they are being 
assisted in their warfare by minor 
studio execs who are said to cut in 
on the melon cutting for every 
steal deal put over. 

Client stealing routine is to have 
studio stooges tip off moneyed 
artists that they can be assured of 
bigger weekly checks if they'll can- 





cel their existing contracts with 
their agents and go with the 
stooges’ pals. 


As.-such practices will be 


illegal! rivals wouldn't 


if the Academy code gets in the 
NRA pact the agents appear to 
have gone on a rampage of at- 
tempted client larceny in order to 
et in under the wire. 

Exec stooges are also reported to 
be helping out their agent pals to 
keep clients on the studio payrolls. 
In several cases lately where con- 
tracts were about to be terminated 
the studios have received numerous 
telephone calls from execs at other 
studios along the line of, ‘How soon 


will you be through with John 
Doakes? We are figuring on him 
for a term contract.’ 

Latter is the old psychological 


routine of trying to get a studio to 
re-sign a player on the theory that 
he must be good, otherwise the 
want him. 





months ago, Mae West has smashed 


through to become the most pub- 


licized name in the business to< 
day. It’s a record unequalled by 
any other personality of either si< 
lents or talkers. 

‘She Done Him 
slipped out as a program release 
last March. Because of the bank 
holiday, the picture failed to create 
much excitement in the first runs. 
Paramount had its fingers crossed 
when the picture billed Mae West 
as star, with only one unimportant 
film part behind her. 


Indicative of the general press 
attitude was the Los Angeles 
dailies’ refusal to go for arrival in 
pictures of La West when she re- 
turned from the east in April to 
prepare for her next picture. 

Today papers from all parts of 
the world are begging for Mae 
West art and stories. Snooty mag- 
azines are going in a big way for 


Wrong’ was 


special articles and art. Inter- 
viewers are standing in line to get 
stories. Women’s magazines are 


giving their readers every angle of 
the fashion trends of the 90's, 
which were revived by Mae West in 
one picture, and commercial tie-ups 
are being turned down every day, 
despite heavy offers of cash for the 
West endorsement. Even the news- 
reels are trying to take advantage 
of the player’s huge popularity by 
getting special clips of any kind. 


185 Interviews 


She has had a total of 185 ine 
terviews with magazine and news- 
paper writers since she returned to 


Hollywood in April. During the 
past two weeks no less than 12 
managing editors of first line 


dailies have sent requests to Para- 
mount studio for all stories and art 
that can be furnished them on Mae 
West. 

Life story of the player is the 
popular line of the writers at the 
moment. NEA recently prepared a 
three installment and Adela Rogers 
St. John has been commissioned by 
‘Liberty’ to write a six-part serial- 
ization of Mae West's life for im- 
mediate publication; 1,200 news- 
papers have already placed orders 
for another ‘life story’ which has 
been written in 15,000 words and 
eight installments by Blake Mc- 
Veigh of the Paramount publicity 
staff. ‘True Confessions’ will short- 
ly burst forth with another angle 
on the same theme. 

Jim Tully is lining up an article 
on her, requested by ‘Vanity Fair’, 
‘Vogue’ has one fn the current issue 
and ‘Harper’s Bazaar’ is pursuing 
the same line with stories and art, 
and a yarn on the player is due in 
a coming issue of ‘American Mer- 
cury’. ‘Time’ went for a page ar- 
ticle, and ‘Life’ broke down a few 
weeks ago to put a Mae West car- 
toon on the front cover—the first 
time this periodical has recognized 
a film player in that manner. 

Hearst’s ‘Cosmopolitan’ is hot to 
have Mae West write a by-line nov- 
elette. Lee Furman, president of 
Macauley’s, is here to get the player 
to put finishing touches to her new 
beok, ‘How to Misbehave’. 


No Commercials 


Although the only commercial tie- 
up authorized by Mae West is on 
Lux soap, and at no remuneration, 
the player has been offered a total 
of $28,000 .o sponsor or endorse va- 
rious articles. The list ineludes 
beer, beauty preparations, clothes, 
hats, bust developers and corsets. 

Her weekly fan mail averaging 
1,500 is far ahead of any other film 


personality. Five months ago Para- 
mount started to wake up when 
the fan mail was around 200 weekly, 
which is considered good these 
days. 

‘She Done Him Wrong’ has rolled 
up a gross of about $3,900,000 to 
date through wholesale repeat book- 
ings. Paramount will go after per- 
eentage deals for West's next, ‘I’m 
No Angel’, 
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Warner Embargo on Player Loans 


Over William-Goldwyn Tiff Also 


Has an NRA 


— 4 





Hollywood, Sept. 18. 


Warners has eliminated the loan- 
ing of all people under contract to 
the studio and who are given screen 
credit. Jack Warner issued the 
Lone Wolf order last week with the 
additional command there must be 
no deviation from the ruling. This 
applies not only to players and di- 
rectors, but to writers who are 
given screen credit. 

Understood that the Warner edict 
is instigated, or at least crystallized, 
by the controversy with Sam Gold- 
Wyn over a_ borrowed player. 
Goldwyn had borrowed Warren 
William for ‘Nana,’ the Anna Sten 


picture which has_ been halted 
through script and directorial! 
jams. 


Goldwyn was told that when the 
time originally set was up the 
player would return to the Warner 
lot. Goldwyn argued that while 
the loan was made for a definite 
period, it was through no fault of 
his that the progress of production 
had been delayed and that it was 
unfair to him to recall William be- 
fore the picture was completed. 
Warner admitted it would be just 
too bad, and added that at the ex- 
piration of the time originally set 
he wanted William on his own Iot. 

Said that Warner further feels ir- 
ritated over other situations arising 
from player loans, and believes 
that the best headache powder is 
not to conclude any more loans. 

No Reflex Benefits 

Another thought said to be in his 
mind is that the company is turn- 
ing out good product with part of 
the success due to the casting. Not 
figured to be intelligent to let other 
studios profit from the use of play- 
ers and others who have been built 
up through their Warner connec- 
tion. 

For a side angle, Warner is state 
ehairman of NRA, and can capi- 
talize the fact that his stand is 
helping the purposes of reconstruc- 
tion by giving jobs to unemployed 
players. 

No intimation that Warner will 
put the other shoe on and desist 
from asking loans, 


LESSER EAST, MOVING 
PRIN’S OFFICE WEST 


With Frank R. Wilson stepping 
out of Principal Pictures to head 
NRA publicity, Sol Lesser came 
east to completely reorganize the 
Prin setup in New York and move 
everything to Los Angeles, includ- 
ing the executive offices, leaving 
the eastern center only to function 
for shipping purposes. 

Lesser is huddling with Jack 
Barnstyn, foreign distrib, on the 
foreign distribution of his “Tarzan, 
the Fearless,’ serial. Lesser and 
Barnstyn sail for London shortly 
to set the English distribution. 

Lesser meantime is trying to get 
Buster Crabbe back from Para- 
mount, to whom he’s under con- 
tract, for a few extra chapters to 
tack onto the present ‘Tarzan’ se- 
rial, but Par is holding out for too 
stiff a price meantime, 


BEAHAN OUT AS UN. Y. 
STORY ED., HARRIS IN 


Charles Beahan, story editor of 
Universal, is out this week. 

Robert Harris, in New York now 
from the coast, replaces him. 

















MERIAN COOPER DUE EAST 


Merian Cooper, recuperating on 
the coast from a throat infection, is 
expected east early in October to 
attend the regular meeting of the 
RKO board of directors. 

Cooper is away from coast pro- 
duction for about two weeks. 


WEISFELDT AT MAJ. 


Max J. Weisfeldt has been named 
general sales manager for Majestic 
Pictures. Formerly sales manager 
for several other indie companies. 

John Weber has been named Ma- 
jestic’s foreign manager. 





Employment Angle 


Par’s Reorg. Plans 
Would Retain Lynch 


Any reorganization plan which 
may be submitted for Paramount- 
Publix will have Adolph Zukor 
playing a prominent part in same. 
That’s the downtown say-so. Zukor 
is destined to stick in a high capac- 
ity regardless. Whether S. A. 
Lynch continues with the company 
upon reorganization, so far as 
bankers are concerned, lies mostly 
with himself. 

Lyneh is presently chairman of 
the reorganization committee as set 
up by the Par trustees, and the 
downtown minds are openly com- 
mending his work so far accom- 
plished. 


STRIKE ECHO IS 
$33,950,000 SUIT 


Los Angeles, Sept. 18. 

Concentrating their attack on 
Louis B. Mayer, who heads a list 
of hundreds of defendants most of 
whom ure John Does, the IATSE 
has filed suit against all major 
studio heads, the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
and the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America, 
for $33,950,000, charging conspiracy. 
Gist of the complaint is that the 
producers and the two defendant 
unions conspired to boycott and 
blacklist members of the IATSE 
following settlement of the recent 
technicians’ strike and make it im- 
possible for IATSE members to get 
studio work. 
Mayer, it is specifically alleged, 
connived at wage reductions and 
hour increases while voting him- 
self a $1,000,000 - bonus, 

The MGM executive stated, ‘Any- 
body can bring a suit. Let them 
sustain their charges and we'll see 
if they are made for publicity pur- 
poses or not. Ill be in court to 
meet them.’ 

Sentiment among IATSE mem- 
bers is that the suit may be only a 
gesture akin to thumbing one’s 
nose, but that the gesture, at least, 
is due the defendants. 

A. Brigham Rose, representing 
the IATSE, said: ‘Even if we lose 
we'll make legal history.’ Rose 
avers the conspiracy alleged was 
and is not merely a general at- 
tempt to cold shoulder the IATSE, 
but is actually in violation of the 
NRA strike settlement agreement, 
which, he says, provided that strik- 
ers could return to work ‘without 
prejudice.’ 














NRA Parade Casualties 


One casualty of the NRA parade 
among picture people who tried the 
long trek was Boris Morros, head 
of Paramount’s stage show and 
music department who got over- 
heated on the long march and wert 
down with a cold Thursday (14). 

Among the minor catastrophes 
was Henry Stampler’s embarrass- 
ment in going home without a shirt. 
The Metro publicity department 
employee impersonating the MGM 
lion, Leo, couldn't find his shirt 
after the parade was over and had 
to go home half-dressed. That lion 





costume he wore weighed 200 
pounds. 

Many were reported staying 
home Thursday (14) from ex- 


haustion of parading. 

Weighted down with heavy cos- 
tumes, two of the Music Hall’s 
Roxyettes and one of the ballet 
girls passed out before the parade 
was over. 


ALL PAR CREDITORS’ 
CLAIMS IN BY SEPT. 14 


The large task of analyzing 
creditor claims against Paramount 
Publix under its bankruptcy is 
ready to get under way by attor- 
neys and staffs fer trustees. All 
claims which are provable under 
the bankruptcy act were filed by 
last Thursday (14). 

When that date had passed a 
tabulation of the bonds filed showed 
$3,000 worth had not been covered 
by creditor claims in the last-min- 
ute rush to record them with the 
trustee. In the final week more 
than 60% of the outstanding 
$26,000,000 worth of bonds had not 
been filed, though Par set up spe- 
cial offices downtown for the pur- 
pose. 

The $3,000 not received by Sept. 
14 may include some claims on 
bonds which were mailed in time 
but were delayed in reaching New 
York. Whenever they show up, if 
the postmark from point mailed is 
not later than Sept. 14, they will 
be allowable under the liquidation 
of Par. Otherwise, they are worth- 
less. 

On going into bankruptcy the to- 
tal amount of Par liabilities were 
listed at $55,300,000, including the 
$26,000,000 in bond issues, 

Claims are of virtually every de- 
scription and range from miilions 
down to individual creditor debts 
of less than $1. The work of seg- 
regating and analyzing the large 
number of claims, together with 
court approval on all, will take 
several months. 


STUART OPPOSES % 
FOR BOTH PIX, ACTS 


Detroit, Sept. 18. 

Herschel Stuart has booked a 
Radio picture for the Michigan on 
a straight rental to play with the 
stage appearance of Ted Lewis. 
This is the first picture to play the 
Michigan on a straight rental] for 
some time. 

It is understood that the booking 
is to set a precedent as to the play- 
ing of pictures on percentage for 
this house. Playing the names, 
house has had to split both with 
talent and film. 




















Bankers Figure New Co. for Par 
Following Discharge from Bkptcy 





With expectations that Paramount 
Publix will be about ready to start 
out anew, minus the yoke of bank- 
ruptcy, by Feb. 1, reports are that 
Kuhn, Loeb, Par’ bankers, will 
swing the reorganization and the 
transfer of assets to a new company. 
Stocks in the new organization, a 
parent company to take the place 
of Paramount Publix, will be ex- 
changed for existing P-P certificates, 
it is believed. 

Kuhn, Loeb is interesting itself in 
the possibilities of a rehabilitated 
Paramount and a discharge of the 
bankruptcy shortly after the first 
of the year to the extent of an ex- 
haustive check and survey into the 
bankrupt. Meanwhile the business 
of analyzing all claims, together 
with compromises of claims 
wherever possible, is getting under 





way on the part of the trustees in 
hope of an early liquidation or re- 
organization attended by sale. 
Kuhn, Loeb’s Concern 

It is commonly conceded that the 
Otto Kahn banking house is anxi- 
ous to be with Par on the big pull- 
out in saving its face among invest- 
ing clients. Believed also, in this 
connection, that the exchange of 
stock will be on a favorable basis. 
Certificates, once worth about 15c, 
are now hovering around $2, and 
from inside Kuhn, Loeb has*plenty 
of the certificates as well as Par 
and Famous Players Lasky bonds 

One report is that several power- 
ful interests outside of Kuhn, Loeb 
are in possession of large blocks of 
the stock. This may include Hall- 
garten & Co., who have done private 





banking for Par. 





20th C. Ups Planned 
Productions to 14 Pix 


Hollywood, Sept. 18. 


Twentieth Century will produce 
14 pictures for the current year, in- 
stead of 12 announced, and ‘expects 
to have its entire program in the 
can by March 1. 

Except for delay in _ starting 
George Arliss’ second film, dated to 
commence Jan, 15, 20th Century 
would be cleaned up by Christmas. 
Arliss, who gets here Oct. 15, does 
not want to start his second story 
too soon after the first, and com- 
pany must wait for him. 

Only around 20 people are on the 
regular payroll, so a long shutdown 
won't bring too much extra over- 
head. 


RKO Theatre Dept 
Shifted About in 
HB.F’s Absence 


Excepting only the advertising 
and publicity division, all the oper- 
ating departments of the RKO the- 
atre end are now on the lith floor 
of the company’s home office in 
Radio City. Includes Walter F. 
Brown, assistant to M. H. Ayles- 
worth. He moved down from an 
upper floor in order to be closer 
to things generally. Brown is now 
only three rooms away from H. B. 
Franklin. 

Suddenly over the past week RKO 
things in the home office began 
moving while Franklin was busy 
coding in Washington. Looks like 
orders from higher up to reorganize 
the office setup generally for oper- 
ating purposes plus the intention of 
consolidating office space to reduce 
rent charges. So far as can be 
indicated the film end hasn’t been 
touched. Much of the film company 
offices are utilized by auditors and 
bookkeepers. It’s only when the 
auditors get promoted that they 
move downstairs, not up. 

As for the theatre end, the only 
offices remaining untouched by the 
move are those of Harold Franklin 
and Phil Reisman. Otherwise every- 
body’s moved or nearly. 

The film booking office formerly 
well segregated is now piled in 
somewhere between the theatre di- 
vision and other departments and 
it looks like when RKO’s film buy- 
ers want to do business hereafter, 
they will have to do it outside if 
the distribs from whom they buy 
should demand privacy. 

Only thing that separates Frank- 
lin from Walter Brown, in an of- 
fice way, presently, are offices oc- 
cupied by the division managers 
and Robert Hall. They’re adjoining. 

Brown is occupying the office for- 
merly used by Hall’s secretaries. 
Hall and an abundance of furniture 
plus two secretaries are now in one 
room. Next to Hall and in the 
room formerly used for cabinet 
meetings by Franklin, are all the 
home office division managers and 
their secretaries. 

Apparently, hereafter, cabinet 
meetings when held will be held in 
Franklin’s private office, which is 
still the finest office on the floor. 


RKO AND U BIDDING UP 
GERMAN PIC TO $25,000 


Radio Pictures and Universal are 
both bidding for American rights 
to ‘Countess of Monte Cristo,’ Ger- 
man film starring Brigitte Helm. 
30th companies would like the 
rights for remaking of the story in 
Hollywood. 

Between the bidding of the two 
companies price for the film has 




















gone up to $25,000 with no purchase 
yet. 





Show Biz's Contributions to N.Y. 
NRA Parade Rewarded at B.0,’s: 
Industry Lent Color, Names, S. A. 
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NRA’s parade roytiner in New 
York Wednesday (13) displayed a 
subtle sense of humor spotting the 
investment and financing companies 
ahead of the film division, but the 
industry added sex appeal to its 
march and, with girls in costume, 
lots of band music, some impromptu 
entertainment, etc., completely stole 
the show. Lending the Fifth ave. 
parade its most impressive partici- 
pation by any industry or group, 
amusements seemed none the less 
uncomfortable with the bankers 
leading them and the florists trail- 
ing. 

The bankers, with few execs ap- 
parently fearing to come out in the 
open, presented a rather sorry look- 
ing sight, but the florists with the 
way the depression has favored the 
undertaker, had a fine representa- 
tion, 

In spirit, the investment-financ- 
ing division made a mild impres- 
sion with its representation small, 
but the picture industry and other 
branches of amusements, together 
with radio, was there with flags 
flying, banners waving, bands play- 
ing and its people in_ triumphant 
march, Reaction of the crowds to 
the film division, with the life and 
enthusiasm it put into the parade, 
was show-stopping. A total of about 
6,000 people from pictures partic- 
ipated. 

While a couple companies wanted 
to take advantage of the parade to 
advertise some pictures, the indus- 
try didn’t make it exploitational ex- 
cept for NRA and to impress the 
public with the manner in which 
the show business is behind the 
drive. 

Jolson and Roxy 

Al Jolson led the film and theatre 
division in person, the biggest star 
to participate from amusements. He 
had behind him the fine representa- 
tion of RKO, whose contingent was 
headed by the Radio City group and 
S. L. (Roxy) Rothafel in person 
waving a general greeting to his big 
American public. 


Roxy had a large service staff be- 


hind him in uniforms, followed by 
the Roxyettes, Music Hall’s ballet 
corps, choral ensemble and others, 
all in costume. This unit alone had 
the folks sitting up to take notice. 

There were few big executives in 
the line of march except for the 
trio walking abreast up the long 
Fifth avenue stretch for RKO, Ned 
Depinet, Phil Reisman and Jules 
Levy. 

All the RKO Greater New York 
theatres were represented with 
usher groups and bands from many 
of the houses. On top of the the- 
atre division, RKO had its RKO 
Radio Pictures bunch in the line of 
march. 

United Artists and the Rivoli fol- 
lowed, Hal Horne stepping the light 
fantastic with ‘em, with Loew's 
impressive troops as the third unit, 
Loew’s-Metro vied with RKO for 
first honors among the film come- 
panies, leading off with a cadet ore 
chestra and then Chester Hale girls, 
ushers, musicians and others from 
the Capitol, as well as usher and 
other groups from other Loew 
houses. 

The Loew-Metro contingent, in 
number of persons participating, 
appeared the largest. Metro had a 
mugg as Leo the Lion, a fellow on 
stilts, a lot of balloons and the Hale 
girls with boxes of pigeons which, 
by arrangement with the U. S. Sig- 
nal Corps, were released for flight 
to Washington with a message 
promising co-operation to the Pres- 
ident in the NRA drive. 

Columbia’s NRA Ad Plug 

Some of the Metro girls were in 
formal evening gowns, while in 
some of the other major film com- 
pany groups such as Columbia, most 
of the girls were all in white and 
the men in dark clothes, WB’s 
order was that all the girls wear 
white and the men dark, but they 
didn’t entirely. Col used a slogan, 
‘March Forward with Columbia,’ 
nearest approach to an ad plug. 


Universal was next in line to 
Metro and drew a laugh with a 
couple behind a canvas head cutout, 
one in blackface, in the nature of 
one of those carnival ball-throwing 
gags, with a sign reading, ‘Let’s 
give depression two black eyes.’ 

Warner representation following 
U was large and impressive, though 
not touching RKO, Loew's and Par- 


(Continued on page 25) 
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Keough, Par Att'y, Tells About 
Cash Bonuses to Execs; More 


—_——  -— +> 


Inside information on Par's set- 
tlement of the A. C. Blumenthal 
suit in 1932, papers and circum- 
stances of which Saul E. Rogers in- 
sists has been surrounded by much 
secrecy, promises to come forth for 
the first time tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) on resumption of examination 
of officers of Par under its bank- 
ruptcy. If the papers are not pro- 
duced then, as formally requested 
of Austin C. Keough last week, it 
is hinted that efforts will be made 
to force them from files or safe by 
way of a subpoena. 

Question of why Par made the 
settlement of $36,000 in the Blumen- 
thal action, alleging violation of in- 
denture of bonds when the bonds 
held by Blumenthal at that time 
and sued under were worth only 
$7,500, arose last week at an ad- 
journed examination of Par officials, 
along with data for the record con- 
cerning salaries and bonuses of Par 
executives and other matters, 

Substituting on the stand for 
Ralph Kohn, who was in Washing- 
ton, Keough, Par’s legal head, was 


unable without papers and records 
before him to discuss details in con- 
nection with the Blumenthal settle- 
ment except, to his recollection, 


that Blumenthal received $25,000 
and his attorney, Nathan Burkan, 
$11,000. 


That Blumey Settlement 


Both Rogers and Zirn attempted 
to get to the bottom of the Blumen- 
thal settlement, but with little suc- 
cess. Both wanted to know for the 
record why the _ settlement was 
made in the first place, when many 
other similar actions of bondhold- 
ers were subsequently brought but 
were not settled. Keough, who 
said he had not handled the Blu- 
menthal matter, stated that the set- 
tlement was made to avoid appoint- 
ment of a receiver as asked for and 
that discrepancy in amount paid 
off as against market value of 
Blumey’s bonds was explained by 
Par’s feeling that a _ receivership 
would have been both dangerous 
and costly at that time. 

Not satisfied with this explana- 
tion, attorneys wanted to know ex- 
actly what Par got for its $36,000. 
Keough was asked if it may have 
been due to Blumenthal’s political 
influence at the time. He’s a close 
personal friend of Jimmy Walker, 
then mayor. Keough said that it 
wasn't. Par’s legal head, admitting 
the settlement, said, however, that 
the company felt the Blumenthal 
action was without merit. 

Considerable haggling resulted 
over efforts of Rogers and Zirn to 
learn why all papers, including the 
original Blumenthal bill of com- 
plaint filed in the Supreme Court, 
nad been removed from the files of 
the court on a special stipulation 
signed by a judge to permit that. 
The papers thus have not been 
available to attorneys for other 
bondholders nor to creditors of Par, 
or anyone else. 

Charging secrecy in the transac- 
tion, Keough said he _ believed 
Blumey and his attorneys had been 
pledged to secrecy on the settle- 
ment, its terms, ete. Keough said 
that he did not remember if any 
personal relief was sought by Blu- 


menthal, but believed the suit to be 
representative. 

Rogers says he has made efforts 
to get the original complaint, but 
has been unsuccessful in that direc- 
tion Zirn is looking for many pa- 
pers, also, which have not been pro- 
duced to date and wrote Ralph 
Kohn a registered letter detailing 
18 subieets on which he wishes in- 
formation, at the same time de- 
mending production of records. 
Pe vtls : ind Zirn represent 

yuitaucd on page 25) 





Due on Blumey Settlement, Etc. 





Zukor Out of Hosp 


Hollywood, Sept. 18. 
Adolph Zukor will return today 
(Monday) to the Ambassador hotel, 
Los Angeles. 
He has been in the Cedars of 
Lebanon hospital for almost a week. 
Suffering from gastroenteritis, 


2 MILLION $ 
CLAIMS VS. PAR 


Reorganization of Paramount 
which is being planned for an early 
break may be temporarily curbed 
through the filing of two claims, 
each for $1,000,000, against Para- 
mount on behalf of General Talk- 
ing Pictures and the DeForest 
Phonofilm corporation. DeForest is 
a subsidiary of GTP. 

The claims amounting aggregate- 
ly to $2,000,000 are based on al- 
leged recording and reproducing 
patent infringement by Paramount. 
Whether allowed or not by Referee 
H. K, Davis, the filing of the claims, 
according to legal interpretation, 
would mean that same must be lit- 
igated. That means that the Fed- 
eral Court would have to pass on 
the matter and that a trial of the 
issues might be forthcoming. 

However, the reorganization of 
Par can proceed regardless, with 
maybe Par posting a bond to cover 
the possible outcome of such a suit 
if litigation should result. That’s 
according to inside interpretation. 

In essence the filing of the claims 
by GTP and DeForest amounts to 
a request to the Federal Court 
for the right to sue Paramount on 
the causes. alleged. Paramount, 
being in bankruptcy means that the 
company can’t be sued except 
through consent of the court, ac- 
cording to interpretation. 


The Legal Complications 

What can happen in such a case 
is open. It is understood that Par 
is about set for reorganization and 
in any adjudicating of the GTP and 
DeForest claims, may involve 
ERPI, which is a creditor of Par’s 
for something like $1,300,000. Means 
that to get around the GTP and 
DeForest thing, Par may ask ERPI 
to defend and seek adjudication on 
some kind of basis that if the 
claims be proved, they be deducted 
from ERPI’s general claim. 

That's only on analysis and as 
the GTP and DeForest claims were 
only filed last week, what official 
cognizance has been taken of the 
thing by Par is so far unknown. 

In other ways, the GTP action 
amounts to bringing a second suit 
on reproducing infringement such 
as it once brought against the 
Stanley Co. of America in Wil- 
mington in which the Ries patent 
was involved. Case was won by 
GTP inthelower court but the Cir- 
cuit Court reversed the decision 
and was upheld by the U. S. Su- 
preme Court. 

However, the recording thing was 
not involved then, which makes 
that angle a new one. 

Additionally by filing the claims 
in New York means that GTP and 
DeForest is looking for an opinion 
on the reproducing thing in an- 
other jurisdiction, other than Wil- 
mington. Legal technique here is 
that if the New Yorlk: jurisdiction 
finds for GTP, as opposite from 
what the Circuit Court found in 
Wilmington, likely that GTP can 
then carry the whole matter once 
again to the U. S. Supreme Court 
because of the difference in judg- 
ments. That depends also upon 
what happens to any appeal which 
meoy be taken by whoever is de- 
fendant, Par or ERPI, in the Cir- 
cuit. Court, New York 








BRINGS OUT 2 
YEARS WORRIES 


Every Aspect Covered and 
Every Branch of the In- 
dustry Had Its Say Via 
More Than 100 of Over 
200 Authorized Spokes- 
men — Marathon of Pre- 
liminary Palaver on Film 
Code Hearings — Rosen- 
blatt’s Pointed Inquiries 
Brings Much Hedging 





REVIEW OF HI-LITES 


By Tom Waller 
Washington, Sept. 16. 

Industry woes of 25 years got on 
the NRA record in millions of 
spoken and, written words in just 
18 hours. That record is now avail- 
able to everyone including legisla- 
tors, who for years have been wait- 
ing for just such a document, Thou- 
sands of words more are being re- 
corded now behind closed doors. If 
these private sessions don’t ma- 
terialize into something more than 
what was aired publicly there may 
be other public hearings and more 
words. 

Deputy Administrator Sol A. 
Rosenblatt had this in mind when 
he didn’t close but simply ad- 
journed to an indefinite date the 
public hearing on Thursday (14). 
He had authorized 209 people to 
speak at this but only around 100 
stood on their feet. There were 
many reasons why the other hun- 
dred remained mute. First the in- 
dustry factions were smart enough 
to admit that too many speakers, 
like the excess of cooks, might con- 
fuse their part of the record. 

“ven with the voluntary cut- 
down, some of the boys designated 
to talk were caught unprepared by 
being called ahead of time. This 
was evidenced the first day when 
major studio managers started talk- 
ing about labor until Pat Casey, 
representing the producers, was 
able to get on the record that he 
knew nothing about such briefs and 
Rosenblatt gave the interests a 


(Continued on page 55) 








INo Film Code Yet, 


Distribs Get 


Permission for Further Contabs 
Regarding the Exhibs’ Demands 





Cheer from Minn. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 18. 

Every week brings its 
batch of ‘better times’ items. 
The local Paramount exchange 
during its Paramount Week 
reported its biggest business in 
pictures played and receipts 
since August, 1931. 

Business at the Warner 
Brothers’ exchange has been 
so big that it has been neces- 
sary to employ three addi- 
tional office helpers and to 
write to the New York main 
office for authority for an ad- 
ditional two, according to Mike 
Comer, office manager. 


F-WCS AUCTION 
TO INVOLVE 
$9,000,000 











Los Angeles, Sept. 18. 

Auction sale of all properties of 
F'-WC theatres will be held by trus- 
tees of the bankrupt Oct. 2. This 
will liquidate around $5,000,000, the 
largest part of which is stock West 
Coast holds in subsidiaries. 

Understood representatives of 
Chase National will buy in the 
property. Trustees after auction 
will continue until around Jan. 1 to 
satisfy claims against bankrupt. 





Laemmle Sailing 

Hollywood, Sept. 18. 
Laemmle sails from New 
York Sept. 22 for two months 
abroad with Jack Ross, his secre- 
tary, on the ‘Ile de France.’ 

He will avoid the Nazian belt and 
for the first time on these trips will 
not visit his native town of Laup- 
heim, 


Carl 





Important RKO Personnel Shifts 
Hinted Before Any Reorg. Plan 





There’s much apprehension 
around RKO that important per- 
sonnel shifts are in the offing be- 
fore the company reveals any re- 
organization plan that will take it 
out of receivership. Much of the 
epprehension is hinged around the 
theatre end. Mostly it’s because of 
the unheraldec manner in which Al 
Reoch walked into RKO one morn- 
ing and took a desk. 

Harold B. Franklin and Phil 
Reisman are the only two top execs 
left who came in with the reor- 
ganization of RKO before receiver- 
ship. Louis Cohen who resigned 
about two month: ago from the real 
estate sector’ to develop. private 
business may leave any time now. 

He was to have left Sept. 1, but 
Was asked to remain by the com- 
pany heads until the firm found a 
successor. The man chosen is Al 
Reoch, who came in around a week 
ago. 

By general show biz reput: Reoch 
is known as a figure man and one 
of the best, they say. He is ecred- 


ited with having done much or 
most of tie arithmetic for David 
Sarnoff both before and after Sar 


with RKO. 
oelieved around 
without the 


noff got in teuch 
It's pretty well 


that Reoch came in 





particular advice of Harold Frank- 
lin. That Franklin knew about 
Reoch’s impending advent, how- 
ever, looks sure. 


Reoch used to be an exec of RCA 
Photophone. He is stated to have 
been the mathematical wizard who 
X-rayed the financial backbone of 
RKO for RCA when that company 
looked to conquer the film biz. That 
was before receivership anywhere 
in the biz and even RKO. 

Since then RCA has accumulated 
a couple of Ligh class active part- 


+ 





ners. They are the Rockefeller in- 
terests and Mike Meehan. The 
Rockefeller partnership, of course, 
post-dates Mvehan, but Meehan 
was not actively concerned with 
RKO operation until a few months 
ago. 

That Reoch’s coming into RKO 
should spring that feeling of ap- 
prehension is just one of those 
things. There was no such appre- 
hension when J. R. McDonough | 
came in as executive v.p. pro tem | 
at the invitation of M. H. Ayles- 
worth. McDonough also is from | 
RCA There probably shouldn't be | 
any more query about Reoch's fu-! 
ture position in tKO than Me 
Donough’s but the biz is ver en 
sitive these days it 


Washing Sept. 18 
The Government's hope of whip- 
and 


its vari- 


ton, 


ping a film code into shape 
having clauses offered by 
ous branches correlated by Sept. 20 
faded Saturday (16) when distribu- 
ters are reported to have asked and 


permission to return to 


and get authority, if pos- 
sible, from their arious' direc- 
torates to treat some of the more 
unusual exhibitor demands which 
would set up, everyone now con- 
cedes, a brand-new method of doing 
business in the film industry. 
Certain of the exhibitor leaders 
with a good major inside who are 
remaining until next Saturday, 
when the committee business here 
will start all over again, early this 
morning ventured the observation 
that at last the big boys are fright- 
ened and want the interlude as an 


obtained 
New York, 


opportunity to muster their forces. 


Certain major executives who 
were reached at their New York 


homes early Saturday morning (16) 


admitted confidentially they were 
weary of factional battling and that 
the right to buy was one of the rea- 
sons for them seeking the respite. 

There was an all-round confusion 
manifest. Home offices Saturday 
were not expecting to see their rep- 
resentatives back until tomorrow 
(Tuesday). Some of the boys who 
slipped out of town came back in 
time for the general meeting sched- 
uled for Sunday only to find the city 
virtually abandoned by picture peo- 
ple. Many of those who had de- 
parted Saturday night were home 
with the impression they will have 
to return on Thursday. 

After being allowed only a half 
hour for lunch on Saturday, exhib- 
itors were kept waiting for three 
hcurs that afternoon while the 
Deputy Administrator was confer- 
ring with the distributors. When 
he appeared, Rosenblatt—exhibitor 
attendees reported today—informed 
them everything was adjourned un- 
til the distribs got together with 
their directorates, 


UNUSUAL C0-0P BY 
F-WC FOR UA, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Sept. 18. 
lox-West Coast has turned over 
to the local United Artists four of 
the former circuit’s outstanding 
pictures of the forthcoming season 
in one of the oddest deals yet re- 
corded here. 

Neither side will tell why four 
ace pix should be turned over to 
the deadly opposition, but it’s re- 
ported as an order sent through by 
Charles Skouras, who's doing it in 
return for an unnamed favor from 
Joseph M. Schenk, 

First of the pix is already in the 
UA, ‘This Day and Age* (Par) after 
having been billed and trailered at 
the Fox Paramount, directly across 
Market street from UA. Other 
films are ‘Power and Glory’ (Fox), 
‘Berkeley Square’ (Fox) and ‘Cap- 





tured’ (WB). All will play UA at 
the same percentage terms under 
Which they were to show for 
F-Wc. 


Hughes’ Multicolor 
Under the Hammer 


Los Angeles, Sept. 18 

Iuntire liquidation of the equip- 

ent of the Multicolor studio is 

eing effected by the hammer route 

bY Howard Hughe King Charney 

lisposed 1 part of the outfit un- 
ler 1 percentage agreement 

50,000 plant 


Remainder of the $2 


to the auc- 





a 
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Amusements Hold 


Above Support 


Levels as List Goes Into Retreat 
Despite Dollar Inflation Hints 





By AL GREASON 


An early burst of speed yester- 
day (Mon.) carried many leading 
stocks to new 1933 highs, inspired 
by record prices for sterling and 
francs, broadcasting intimations of 
American inflation. Sterling was 
up 10 cents at $4.82 and francs 
crossed 6 cents for the first time 
since the French unit was stabi- 
lized. These quotations put the 
dollar on a gold value basis of 
around 65 cents, new low on the 
movement. 

Top prices brought out realizing 
during the early afternoon, and 
there was a sharp retreat under 
pressure of _ sales. The picture 
stocks which have been prominent 
lately — Loew’s and Warners— 
slipped with the rest, but they 
again found good support just 
above low marks on last week's 
reaction. Notably Loew found a 
bottom for the day at 34%, which 
practically duplicates last week’s 
bottom, while Warners’ established 
a defense at 8%, fractionally above 
its critical level of last week at 
8%. 

Elsewhere there was no special 
feature in the group except that 
signs of weakness did appear in 
Consolidated Film Industries, and 
there were indications of selling in 
Fox,, to be expected in the latter 
case in view of the recent run up 
from 12% to 19 on a movement 
which was not based on any known 
development in the basic situation 
of the company. 

The best bonds were inclined to 
shade recent prices with the ex- 
ception of Warners, which touched 
a new top at 48, holding its advance 
to the gong. 

Priming Film Stocks? 

Out of a week of confused and 
contradictory movements in the se- 
curity markets there stood out 
rather sharply hints that the stage 
was being set for a campaign in 
some of the amusements, particu- 
larly Loew’s and Warner Bros. 

Following many months during 
which the entertainment group have 
been altogether ignored there began 
to appear here and there on the 
news ticker and in the financial 
columns a variety of comment on 
the subject of national picture house 
business, the prospect of better 
quality releases for the early sea- 
son and the undoubted fact that 
grosses on Broadway have greatly 
improved since Labor Day. Pros- 
pects for getting a code for the pic- 
ture industry and the effect on 
business received no attention in 
Wall Street. 

Fact that Warners and Loew 
were getting a special play in the 
market may have inspired the sud- 
den interest in the group, or it may 
have been that clique operators in 
these issues saw to it that propa- 
ganda was circulated. In any event 
the supposition that seemed to fit 
the case was that a long summer of 
extreme dullness in picture stocks 
had given opportunity for cliques 
to accumulate lines of long stock, 
and now that the season of normal 
upturn in trade activity has arrived 
conditions are favorable for a cam- 
paign in them, The immediate pros- 
pect is that original pools probably 

ill use further advances to retire 
at a profit, but that would not nec- 
essarily mean that last week’s up- 
ward movement represents a peak. 

It needs only a favorable develop- 
ment to inspire new pools to take 
up the amusements where old 


Yiddish Talker Prod. 
Co. Plans 4 in English 


Jewish American Firm Arts, with 
one Yiddish talker finished and a 
second ready to start, is going into 
the English talker field next, with a 
proposed four-picture schedule, All 
will be made in the east and all will 
have to do with Jewish matters or 
literature, though in the English 
language. 

JAFA’s first, ‘Wandering 
about Hitler, is being cut now. 








Jew,’ 





Judgments. 





(Debtor's name is first; judgment taker 
and amount follow.) 

Janet Reade; Riverside Drive &7th 
Street Corp.; $87. 

Bayview Park Amusement Co., Inc., 
William A. Littell; $1,435. 

Johnnie Walker; Atlas Soundfilm Re- 
cording Studios, Inc.: $310. 

James Poro; Fox Film Corp.; $69. 





> . 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last chze. 
300 Col. Pict.. 26% 26% 26%+ % 
300 Cons. F... 4 3% 3%-~—- % 
2,700 Do pf... 10% % 10 — & 
3,700 East. K.. 88 85% 85%— % 
1,400 Fox A 18% 17% 18 —% 
6,200 Loew's 36% 34% 34%—1 
1,500 Par-P cft. 2% 1% 1% — % 
1,000 Pathe .. 1% 1% 15% 
2.100 DoA 9% 8 8% 
15,200 RCA ...e- 9% 8% 8%— % 
700 RKO ..... 3% 3% 3% 
14,300 W. B 9 8% s8%— \% 
BONDS 
$1,000 Gen. Thr.. 5 5 5 +% 
2,000 Loew's ... 87 86 —l 2 
1,000 Par-F-L... 31% 31% 31%— % 
10,000 Par-Pub .. 32 31% 31% — % 
32,000 W. B..... 48 47% 48 +% 
CURB 
200 Tech. .... 7% 7% 7% 
300 Trans-L .. 2% % M%M+% 











cliques leave off. Broad market 
movements encourage’ successive 
clique operations. The recent oper- 
ations in 1epeal stocks are an illus- 
tration. Although some of these is- 
sues have appreciated enormously 
the climb has been accompanied by 
many changes in the personnel of 
groups and the substitution of one 
clique for another, sometimes pro- 
fessional traders, sometimes trade 
groups, but always there seem to 
be operators willing to give a new 
whirl to conspicuous performers in 
the general list. 

Season Figures 


The important thing is that there 
shall be something doing within an 
industry to create market interest 
in its stocks and make them active. 
When that situation exists there will 
always be traders to take the initia- 
tive in pushing the fortunes of those 
issues. Increased theatre attend- 
ance with the coming of autumn 
seems to be the important influence 
at the moment. In a few weeks a 
conspicuously good line of releases 
may give theatre stocks a new im- 
petus and the coming out of fourth 
quarter income reports showing im- 
proved revenue may well be the sig- 
nal for a strong boom in film shares 
after the turn of the year. 


For the present a good deai has 
been accomplished in pulling the 
lagging amusements out of the rut. 
Irregular climb of Loew’s from be- 
low 10 to last week’s peak above 
86 represents a very impvurtant re- 
covery, especially in view of the 
fact that it all has been accom- 
plished without any definite im- 
provement in the basic situation of 
the whole picture business itself. 

The recovery of more than 400% 
represents in a very large degree 
only the market’s appraisal of bet- 
terment in outlook. The same 
thing is true of the whole market. 
Observers have emphasized again 
and again that the recovery from 
the bottom of early this year has 
had as its motivation not any ac- 
tual inflation that has taken place 
but rather the realization that in- 
flation must inevitably come. It is 
for this reason that the stock mar- 
ket has been taking its day-to-day 
cues from the course of the dollar 
in foreign exchange markets rather 
than from concrete developments at 
home. Exchange dealings are the 
brass tacks of world appraisal of 


Par-F-L ctfs. sold $8,000 @ 32. 





James Poro; United Artists Corp.; $31. 


Par-Pub ctfs. 


dollar value. The higher the franc 
and the pound against the dollar, 
the greater the weight of world 
opinion toward ultimate American 
inflation. 

Until a few weeks ago the fluctu- 
ations in wheat were regarded as 
an index paralleling currency ex- 
change, but lately the stock market 
has largely ignored the Chicago 
Board of Trade, because apparently 
crop news and a multitude of spe- 
cial trade influences complicated the 
situation and robbed price changes 
in wheat of their broader signifi- 
cances. 

Inflation and Box Office 


Sterling and francs chalked up 
new high marks last week against 
the dollar and revival of market in- 
terest was coincident, larger gains 
being in those shares which have 
the most prospect of benefit from 
cheaper dollars, which mean, of 
course, higher prices for goods. The 
Fairchilc retail price index, one of 
the recognized yardsticks, showed a 
gain of 8.4% for Sept. 1 over Au- 
gust 1, making a gain of 18.6% from 
the low of May 1. Prospects of in- 
crease in box office scales ought to 
be fairly well represented in the 
course of prices over the whole re- 
tail field, putting the amusements 
into the class of issues which might 
reasonably hope for results out of 
more and cheaper money. 

Certainly the ability of the lead- 
ing amusement equities to make 
progress indicated the market’s 
realization that the group belonged 
in the inflation class. Loew’s and 
Warners’ were in the forefront of 
the advance, both going to new tops 
for the year, Loew’s at 36% and 
Warners’ at 9. Fox also stepped 
out, pushing ahead under heavy 
dealings to its best price since the 
listing of the new issue. It reached 
19 where it approximates the sub- 
scription price offered to old hold- 
ers, privileges which they rather 
unanimously neglected to exercise. 
Practically the whole new issue 
went to the banks in return for the 
cancellation of Fox notes, 

Columbia Pictures completed a 
quartet of representative stocks 
breaking into new high ground, Co- 
lumbia’s new mark being 27%, rep- 
resenting a climb since February 
from around 6%. Volume here was 
only moderate which negatives 
the idea that auy major distribu- 
tion was going on as_ might 
well be the case in Warners, in 
which the turnover was enormous. 
Movement in the leading film shares 
was about even with gains in two 
other groups which are supposed to 
be influenced by similar economic 
conditions — department store and 
tobacco shares, both being espe- 
cially strong. 

Bonds Hold, Too 

Amusement bonds held steadily 
not far from their best on the move- 
ment, doing better in general than 
the whole body of liens. Gilt edge 
obligations were inclined to drift 
lower in response to quiet, steady 
liquidation. Holders of old line in- 
vestment bonds are believed to be 
switching into common stocks, get- 
ting out of the creditor class and 
into busineSs partnerships. Five 
dollars in bond interest is still the 
same five dollars, though each dol- 
lar may presently be only worth 50 
cents. 

The rule doesn’t apply to such 
speculative liens as those in the 
amusement group, most of them be- 
ing in default. The prospect here is 
that default liens are likely to be 
brought back to an investment rat- 
ing with inflation and recovery and 
the yield at current quotations 
would then more than compensate 
for payment at depreciated dollars. 
Paramount 6’s at regular return 
would yield 18% which takes ac- 
count of a good deal of depreciated 





31% 32, 
Sold $25,000 @ 32%, 315, 32, off %& 


dollars, 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Sept. 16: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 


High Low. Sales. Issue and rate. High Low. Last. che. 
7% % 700 American Seat..... ecsesentoseon © 3% 3 —¥% 
5% 1% Sc BO ee Rrra 4 4 
14% 5% 4,800 Consol. Film pfd..... ecccccccee 12 10% 10% —% 
27% 65% Gece Cotumbla PP. Weeicccccccsccecse BIH 22% 26 +4 
89% 46 10,700 Eastman Kodak (3)..ccccossees 86% 8&1 86% +4% 
19 12 24,900 Fox, Class A....... eotcceseces 20 14 18% +44 
30% 10% 107,600 Gen. Elec. (400.)..ccccccccccce 25% 23% 23% + % 
som ou ees ~~ . as eeccccecccces ce ef 15 bid 
36 Y 3, A eae coccccccccee B6% B24 3516 +3% 
78% 35 800 Do pref. (6%)...... ecvcccccce 78 70 78 +8 
7 1% 800 Madison Sq. Garden...eccccsee 3% 3% 3% 

23 13% 100 Met-G-M pref. (1.89)...ccccccee 21 21 21 +% 
2% , 318,000 Paramount ...cccccccces cocccse 2% 1% 2 
2% % 4,100 Pathe Exchange...cccccccccscse 1% 1% 15% +% 
9% 1% 2,800 Pathe, Class Me cocevcccccccocce 9% 8% 8% — % 
12% 3 199,800 Radio Corp........ eoccccccsccecs 9% 85% 9% + % 
5% 1 eS Ur rere covccecccccccs 3% 3% 8% + % 
35 .@esee RIRSMOTORE: BURG rcccccecccsssecses 0% ee 23 bid 
9% 1 BGR, FSGS WOENGE BIOS, ccccceccsscccescee OS 7% 8% +1% 
22 4 7 2 eee Svecesccocce SF 20 22 3 
58% 19% 38,400 Westinghouse ........ evcscccees 47% 43% 45% +2% 

CURB 

26% 7 400 Columbia Picts...... sevccecesss 26% 23 UY, 4 

1% Ve Van Om. Seek, Oh. BOG, sscccccencses ly % eer; 7 
10% 8% 1,400 Technicolor .....cccce eocccscese§ TH 7% 7% 

3% 1% 1,300 Trans Lux........ eeenseececce . 2% Vy 21% 

PRODUCE EXCHANGE 
2% 17 ee Se adaleeustenGe0d> sande “ = 1% 1% —- \% 
BONDS 

9% 1 = $123,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. '40....scccsscee 7 4% BY, 1 
61 29% 34,000 Keith 6's, °46........- a gas 50 47% 50. te 
89 48 Ft ee 8 ey ee eccccccee 87% 84% 87% +4 
87 474 eee Bee Vi "See rcteceseces eoscoe 80 79 79 —1 
o% 4'2 Py oed ee ame G's, 47. ccccccee B4 32 33 +1 

5% BY ,000 "eareP Gn Ge'e, "SD. cccceoces esos 33° < = 
30 Ry vere RKO debs es... WETTTTiTT TTT . _— 0 7 . 
47% 12 540,000 Warner Lros. 6's, ’39....ese00. - 47% 43% 47% +4 

Over the Counter, N. Y. 

Bid Asked. 

1% 1 eS ee: ee rr ere e - oo 

Gen. Theatre ctfs. sold $24,000 @ 6, 4%, 414, unchanged, 


unchanged, 


A Ride auld a Show for the Price 


Of One in New 





Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week Sept. 22 
Paramount—‘Too Much Har- 
mony’ (Par). 


Capitol — ‘Solitaire Man’ 
Metro). 

Strand—I Love a Woman’ 
(WB) (21). 


Rialto—‘Thunder Over Mex- 
ico’ (Prin). 

Roxy — ‘Shanghai Madness’ 
(Fox). 

Music Hall—‘My Weakness’ 
(Fox) (21). 

Hollywood—‘Wild Boys of 


the Road’ (WB) (21). 
Rivoli — ‘Emperor Jones’ 
(UA) (19). ‘ 





Paramount—‘Torch Singer’ 
(Par). 
Strand—‘I Love a Woman’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 
Rialto—’Thunder Over Mex- 
ico’ (Prin) (2d wk). 
Roxy—‘Brief Moment’ (Col). 





Music Hall—‘Ann .Vickers’ 
(Radio). 

Hollywood — ‘Wild Boys’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 

Rivoli — ‘Emperor Jones’ 
(U) (2d wk). 

$2 Pictures 

‘Dinner at Eight’ (Metro) 
(Astor) (5th wk). 

‘Berkeley Square’ (Fox) 
(Gaiety) (2d wk). 

‘SOS Iceberg’ (U) (Criter- 


ion) (22). 





Foreign Films 
‘Joan of Arc’ (French) (Lit- 
tle Carnegie) (3d wk). 
‘Milady’ (French) (Fifth 
Ave. Playhouse) (3d wk). 











Exhibs’ Suit Vs. Attys. 


Morris Goodman, Brooklyn pic- 
ture house operator, has brought 
suit in N. Y. Supreme Court against 
Levy, Gutman & Goldberg, Brook- 
lyn attorneys, charging misuse of 
moneys. He’s asking for $66,100 
plus an accounting. 

Goodman operated about 15 nabe 
picture houses in Brooklyn. He 
claims he gave the stipulated amount 
of money to Levy, Gutman & Levy, 
then his attorneys, for investment 
purposes. He charges they did not 
invest the money as he directed but 
used it for purposes of their own. 
Marshall Snyder is attorney for 
Goodman. 








Incorporations 


New York 





Albany, Sept. 18. 


Entertainment Producers Corp., Man- 
hattan, theatrical, 100 shares, no par. 

L. M. 8S. Theatre Inc., Bronx, theatri- 
cal, 100 shares, no par. 

Wales Productions, Inec., Manhattan, 
theatrical, $25,100; 250 shares pfd. $100; 
common, $1. 

New York Exposition Corp., Manhat- 
tan, theatrical, $5,000. 

The Nut Club of Rochester, Inc., Roch- 
ester, theatrical, $10,000. 

Rojay Amusement Corp., 
theatrical, 200 shares, no par. 

Studio Theatres, Corp., 
theatrical, 200 shares, no par. 

Rosat Corp., Bronx, motion picture 
theatres, $20,000. 

hearn’s Stores, Inc., Bronx, general 
radio business, $20,000. 

Cotton Club Productions, Inc., Manhat- 
tan, theatrical, 100 shares, no par. 

Burr-Court Productions, Inc., Manhat- 
tan, theatrical, 200 shares, no par. 

Memberships 

Theatrical Sign and Display Associa- 
tion, Inc. 

Theatrical Costumers’ Association of 
America, Inc. 

Dissolutions 

Associated Motion Picture Operator's 

Union,. Inc, 


Rochester, 


Manhattan, 





Oklahoma 
Oklahoma City, Sept. 12. 
Duffy Theatres, Inc., Mangum, Okla. 
Capital stock, $10,000. Incorporators, 


Pat Duffy, M. L. Duffy and Mary Duffy, 
all of Mangum. 





California 
Sacramento, Sept. 18. 
Permits to Sell Stock 

Short Track Speedways, Inc. Motor- 
cycle race track. To issue four out of 
250 shares, par $100. Bernard B. Laven, 
J. A. Kegley, F. D. Laven, V. Connors. 

Fox Spokane Theatre Corp. To issue 
ali of 1,000 shares, par $1. Directors not 
named. 

American Talking Wire Co. To hold 
personal property. To issue all of 500 
shares, no par. R. E. Bering, C. C. 
Woodmansee, G. C. Woodmansee. 

Universal Talking Wire Co. To manu- 
facture electrical devices. To issue all of 
500 shares, no par. L. W. Bering, R. E. 





Bering, G. C. Woodmansee, 


R.R.-Theatre Tieup 


. 





Los Angeles, Sept. 18. 

First known permanent hook-up 
between theatres and a street car 
company starts here Sept. 24 when 
the Los Angeles Railway and the 
Paramount, Tower and Los An« 
geles theatres begin selling weekly 
passes for $1.25, good all week on 
street cars and once in each of the 
theatres. 

T&T pass, as the idea will be 
known, is a development of Rich= 
ard Sachse, consulting engineer 
and v.-p. of the L. A. Ry, who has 


copyrighted the ticket procedure 
and anticipates introducing it in 
other cities if it goes over here. 


Paramount will get its regular 
admission price out of the deal and, 
according to Marco, who worked 
out the idea with Sachse, all pic- 
tures playing the house on percen- 
tage will be protected fully. 

The two other houses will get 
weekly guarantees and these may 
be changed at intervals. 


No Heavy Overhead 


According to Sachse, the greatest 
problem confronting street railway 
companies, as well as theatres, is 
to fill empty seats, which, if done, 
increases revenue but not over- 
head. 


Railway company will vend the 
tickets through 20,000 employes;' 
downtown business houses will also 
sell T&T tickets to drag shoppers 
out of the neighborhood stores and 
the theatres involved will also sell 
them. 


Tickets are transferable and can 
be used on the trolleys as often as 
desired. Theatres will punch them 
at the box office and give a regular 
admission ticket in return. 


Radio, screen, outdoor and news<« 
paper advertising campaign will 
launch the idea to educate the 
public. 


T&T idea has been delved into 
by the California railroad come 
mission, which has given its okay, 


DETROIT USHERS’ UNION 
FILES $20 WAGE SCALE 


Detfoit, Sept. 18. 


The Detroit Ushers Union, 
A.F.L., has. demanded recognition 
by the local first-run theatres. De- 
mands are made for a minimum of 
$20 a week and certain arrange- 
ments for the hiring and firing of 
workers. 


While the ushers organized last 
spring, this is the first concerted 
action taken with the exception of 
the threatened picketing last spring’ 
when eight ushers were fired. 

With the theatres under the 
NRA, ushers were raised from $8 
for part time work to all full time 
men at $15 weekly. 

Union demands include the two 
weeks’ notice to fire men with in« 
competency and intemperance the 
only grounds for summary dismis- 
sal, 











Triangle Film Name Up 
In Bankruptcy Action 


William <A. Kemble, describing 
himself as an executive employed 
by the Triangle Film Corp., filed a 
bankrupt plea with the Federal 
court in New York last week. He 
listed his liebilities as totaling 
$103,412, and assets $24,285. 
Kemble’s schedule gave as his 
principal creditors Mrs. J. R. Rich- 
ardson, Long Beach, Cal., $55,000, 
and Milton J. Gordon, $15,000. His 
assets, he stated, consisted of une 
liquidated claims and accounts. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Sir Benjamin Fuller. 
Mervyn LeRoy. 

Leo Robin. 

Jack Osterman. 

A. M. Botsford. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Charles Laughton. 
Charles Bickford. 
Nathaniel West. 

Maurice Chevalier. 





Mrs. Evelyn Oakie. 
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Over 50% Settlement for Par 
Possible if Landlords Co-op. 
On P-P’s Theatre Situations 


There is no certain form so far 
decided upon for any reorganization 
of Paramount-Publix. Much de- 
pends on what the landlords do to- 
wards alleviating the Par theatre 
and other realty situations, taking 
in office buildings, etc. Just what 
these do may determine the extent 
of settl>ment which the creditors 
of P-P may receive. 

If the landlords go the whole way 
with Par, and if present negotia- 
tions around for rental reductions 
and mortgage amendments are suc- 
cessful, there is the probability that 
the Par creditors can hope to re- 
ceive more than 2 50% settlement. 

So far, however, there is no defi- 
nite plan. 

That things are moving fast to- 
wards a reorganization of the com- 
pany is known, and that such a re- 
organization can take place quickly 
and within a month is also known, 
but that landlord thing is the ob- 
siacle to hop over mostly. 

The Bankers’ Angle 


There are other angles, also. One 
of these is the position which the 12 
banks interested in the $13,500,000 
negative loan to Par may take. 
That's an item -nuch discussed both 
inside and outside, with the fact be- 
ing that neither side has come to 
any conclusion on the matter. 


It isn’t a far cry to suppose that 
a compromise may be reached and 
that the banks headed as they are 
by Chemical may wish to assist Par 
in reorganizing by compromising 
their claims so as to take a partly 
preferred position maybe in cash, 
same as other secured creditors, 
and the remainder in notes on the 
same basis as the general line of 
creditors. On the whole, however, 
this is only conjecture. 

There is still the possibility that 
the trustees may sue to revoke the 
original mortgage agreement with 
these banks but figurir; the 
company’s money which would 
be spent on litigation could be 
saved, and the possibility that such 
a trial may drag for months, would 
serve to indicate that both sides 
might get together. 

There is no doubt that no matter 
which way that bank thing goes, 
the 12 banks must have some say 
in whatever plan of reorganization 
will be presented finally. It is more 
than likely that Kuhn-Loeb and 
Hallgarten Co., downtown bankers 
and Chemical will pivot whatever 
reorganization is pursued. Among 
the three, they represent maybe 
$40,000,000 of the possible $50,000,000 
in probable claims against Par, 
either directly or through repre- 
sentation of creditors. 


RIVAL OPS.’ UNIONS IN 
MPLS. IN 1 YR. TRUCE 


Minneapolis, Sept. 18. 

Warfare between the two local 
rival unions of booth operators, the 
independent organization and the 
regular one affiliated with the A. F. 
of L., has been ended with the sign- 
ing of a one-year truce. Under the 
terms of the truce, the $35 a week 
independent union operators are 
permitted to remain in four theatres 
here, two neighborhood and two 
loop houses, including the 1,600- 
seat Bijou, one of the recent storm 
centers. All other loop and neigh- 
borhood theatres will employ Inter- 
national Alliance members. The 
neighborhood theatres, with the two 
exceptions, agreed to use the $45 a 
week A. F. of L. operators, signing 
non-cancellable one-year contracts. 

Members fo the two unions have 
been picketing theatres which do 
not employ their own members, 
banners of the independent pickets 
charging the theatres using A. F. 
of L. operators with not employing 
union help. The truce stipulates 
that there shall be no more picket- 
ing by either side. . 

Since the start of the warfare a 
number of theatres have been 
bombed, there have been street fist 
fights in front of the showhouses 
between members of the rival unions 
and the business agent of the inde- 
pendent union and two members of 
his family have been wounded by 
bullets fired through a window of 
their home. 


‘ 








Retroactive Code? 


Washington, Sept. 18. 

The Legal Department of the NRA 
today had not arrived at a decision 
as to whether the code may be 
made retroactive. Problems is ad- 
mitted here to be a knotty one. This 
point was raised at the public 
hearings by a delegation of Buffalo 
exhibitors through their counsel 
who then said that there would be 


few benefits to be derived by the- 
atre owners under the code unless 
it included 1933-4 picture deals, 
many of which already have been 
signed. 

Chorus Equity and picture houses 
have not yet settled the girl salary 
and hour issue. After hours of 
argumentation the issue of taking 
care of the small theatres using live 
talent has been raised and is among 
the many other little and big con- 
troveries suspending until next 
Saturday. “ 


PAR CLEARS UP 
ITS OUTLETS 
IN ENGLAND 


London, Sept. 18. 

Paramount has finally completed 
a theatre deal in London which 
solves several difficult problems. 
First move will be the immediate 
building of two new Paramount 
theatres, one in Liverpool and an- 
other in Glasgow. Theatres will be 


built for Par by new companies be- 
ing formed by Arthur Segal, with 
Par in and to operate, but not to 
put up any substantial amount of 
cash. Segal represents the Wert- 
heimer banker money, which has 
always been active for Paramount 
here. 


Paramount’s headache for some 
time has been that the company 
owned a couple of very expensive 
sites for theatres in Liverpool and 
Glasgow. Impossible under current 
conditions to build, but too valuable 
as property, and having cost too 
much in leases, taxes and licenses 
to drop. Now Segal has dug up the 
money to pull the thing through. 

Segal and Wertheimer associated 
with Par «lho in the regular four 
theatre Astoria circuit, which the 
company bough: for a lot of money 
some yeirs back. This chain has 
been showing <..1 operating profit, 
but Paramount would like to lose it 
in view of mortgages, and exchange 
headaches involved. 

John Hicks, Jr. and Eugene 
Zukor, who were over here the past 
couple months to iron the thing out, 
have gone on to survey the rest of 
the Continent before returning to 
America. 











Berlin, Sept. 18. 

John Hicks, Jr., and Eugene 
Zukor, heads of Paramount’s for- 
eign department, left here Tuesday 
(12) for Prague, after a three-day 
stay for the purpose of deciding 
Par’s German policy. In Prague 
they'll try to figure out that Czecho- 
slovakian closure of American film 
companies, 

From Prague couple go on to Vi- 
enna, Budapest and Rome for quick 
0.0.’s, sailing back to the U. S. on 
the Empress of Britain Sept. 21. 
Route laid out means that they’ll 
skip Paris completely, although in 
Europe for the past four months to 
figure out all the European situa- 
tions. 


Mascot’s Sec’s O.O. 


Hollywood, Sept. 18. 
J. S. Kessler, secretary of Mascot 
Pictures, gets in this week from 
New York to confer on production 
and then make a tour of exchanges 
around the country 


"Academy, 








That Right-to-Buy 





Washington, Sept. 18. 

The right-to-buy is proving 
a stickler not only to the in- 
dustry but to the government. 
With all but a few film people 
returned to their homes until 
Saturday, the right-to-buy 
seems to be the same govern- 
ment theme song as the right 
to sell, and. both are di- 
ametrically opposed. 

Rights one way or the other 
are far from settled,the gov- 
ernment admitted today, and 
no compromise is yet in sight. 

The rights’ headache is re- 
ported one of the main rea- 
sons for the exodus from 
Washington over the weekend. 


Cameramen s Soc. 
Differs on NRA 


Interpretations 


Hollywood, Sept. 18. 
Cameramen’s Union 659 Saturday 
(16) sent letters to all members 
stating that Howard Hurd, its 
business representative, in Wash- 
ington on code meetings, had been 
notified that Sol A. Rosenblatt had 
ruled first, second and assistant 
cameramen would be obliged to 
work at all hours necessary fer 
production, which would mean un- 
limited time. Hurd said he has 
protested the ruling and requested 
that members wire their protests 

and views to Washington pronto. 
Hurd also wants the men to pro- 


test in the studios. ‘It will enable 
studios to work the men until they 


drop,’ he says, ‘and will create a 


condition of economic chaos that 
will reduce salaries to levels never 
before realized.’ 


Hurd also said that if the men 
don’t support the protest, unem- 
ployed in their ranks will have to 
seek new labor fields and the em- 
ployed will have to reconcile them- 
selves to a low standard of wages 
and unbearable working conditions. 
He said he was ready to carry his 
argument to Roosevelt if neces- 
sary. 

American Society of Cinematog- 
raphers declared, in answer to the 
Hurd plea, that working conditions 
would be no different than prior to 
July 20, which is the time the strike 
was called in Hollywood, and that 
men would actually profit since 
methods are being worked out to 
employ more men. Understood 
that where a man works through 
on a picture the accumulated time 
he labored will be used as a basis 
of layoff before he goes to another 
picture and will thus allow more 
men to work. 


HOW SOL ROSENBLATT 
IMPRESSES INDUSTRY 


NRA Deputy Administrator Sol 
A. Rosenblatt’s impression in the 
open sessions on the film code in 
Washington has been extremely fa- 
vorable. His keen perceptions and 
manner of striking at the core of 
things resolved the sessions into 
a teacher-and-class hearing, with 
Rosenblatt doing a lot of interro- 
gating and his pupils floundering 
for replies. 

From north, east, south and west 
the squawks as presented were 
quickly choked off when Rosenblatt 
asked if the complaining individ- 
uals or organizations were of a na- 
tional character. That the National 
Recovery Act was designed strictly 
for national interpretation was the 
answer to strictly local complaints. 

Exhibs were told that the 
MPTOA, as a national body, would 
handle their worries. The west 
coast belligerents were similarly 
routed. 


REED CURED 
Hollywood, Sept. 138. 
J. Theodore Reed, prexy of the 
is expected here tomor- 























row (19). 

Four days in Washington gave 
him all he wanted of the code. Left 
there Friday (15). 





Code Thrown Back to the Industry 
With Promise of an Arbitrary 


Attitude by Govt, If 





Nothing’s Been Okayed 


Washington, Sept. 18. 

‘I have not okayed a _ single 
clause,’ Deputy Administrator Sol A 
Rosenblatt declared early this 
morning, following reports of ex- 
hibitor leaders attending Saturday's 
sessions that the Deputy was using 
the mallet privately and had literally 
ordered the industry to incorporate 
in the permanent code nine clauses 
from distributor and exhibitor pro- 
posals. 

There is a similarity among most 
of these clauses but a difference in 
language. The exhibitors clauses 
are on transfer to avoid contracts, 
also advertising conflicting, with 
prior run, also midnight shows, also 
unauthorized exhibition, also stand- 
ard license agreement. Distrib 
clauses include midnight shows, 
also breaching playing contracts, 
also no gratuity to influence exhib 
or distrib, also dating restrictions. 


CODE HEARINGS 
CONTINUED 
INN. Y. 


Washington, Sept. 18. 

Deputy Administrator Sol A. Bo- 
senblatt expects to be in New York 
Wednesday (20). Radio code hear- 
ing sch2duled here for then has 
been put over until Sept. 27. Rosen- 
blatt at first adjourned the film 
committee conferences until Thurs- 
day (21) but in consideration of the 
Jewish holidays he has allowed a 
lapse until the 23d. 

He will then meet with producers 
and distributors in the morning and 
exhibitors in the afternoon. He has 
not set any day next week for the 
general conference of film commit- 
tees which failed to take place over 
the past weekend. 

Sunday he will sit with unions on 
the film situation and expressed the 
hope today that it can be brought 
to a satisfactory conclusion. 

Hearing for the film supplies and 
equipment field has been marked 
from Sept. 25 until Oct. 3. 

Music publishers are to be heard 
some time in October, no date yet 
mentioned. 


CODE AUTHORITY WILL 
BE ‘REPRESENTATIVE’ 


Washington, Sept. 18. 
The code authority in which all 
branches want to be represented 
will be a small body, the govern- 














ment revealed today. Just how 
many it will compose, Deputy Ad- 
ministrator Sol A. Rosenblatt 


would not say except to make the 
added observation that it will be 
‘representative.’ 

The authority set-up has not yet 
been Officially defined ané@ the gov- 
ernment would not augment ex- 
planation of its powers other than 
the general summary made by 
tosenblatt at the concluson of the 
first public hearing. 


Ed Finney has resigned from 
United Artists to join Monogram 
Pictures as head of advertising and 
publicity as well as story editor. 

Finney’s resignation takes effect 
Oct. 1. Leon Lee, his assistant at 
UA for the past couple of months, 
will take over his duties. 


THIRD KICK-UP 


Hollywood, Sept. 18. 


Bud Murray is doing his third 
dance directorial job in the past 
three weeks. Currently on ‘Hight 


Girls in a Boat’ at Par. 

Cleaned up ‘Heading for Heaven’ 
at Tiffany and ‘Sisters of the Fol- 
lies,” Mayfair, prior. 


No Accord 


Washington, Sept. 18. 


code abruptly thrown 


With the 
back in the industry’s hands, Dep- 
uty Administrator Sol A. Rosenblatt 


today said that a second public 
hearing may find filmdom on the 
other side of the fence with but 12 
hours to file objections to a formula 
submitted the. next time by the 
NRA, 


Because the majority of filmdom 
is now flying the Blue Eagle, Rosen- 
blatt indicated he is showing every 
consideration. The business must 
have a permanent code, however. 


Today the government refused to 
put a time limit on the industry's 
own efforts to write a code. It is 
simply giving pictures a breathing 
spell this week after finding mat- 
ters deadlocked over the weekend 
summoning all committees back to 
Washington next Saturday for an 
indefinite stay during which it will 
be given a final chance to do its 
own ironing. 


Virtually the entire industry pro- 
posals must be re-drafted so that 
clauses which are now ambiguous 
will be concise and _ intelligible. 
Rosenblatt also made known that 
clauses must read together or have 
a continuity as to thought and in- 
tent while language must be thor- 
oughly agreed upon. 

‘The industry cannot use the code 
authority, also unsettled, as the 
dumping ground for its headaches,’ 
says he. ‘Such problems as the right 
to buy and double features must 
be sifted by codists before any code 
will be acceptable to the govern- 
ment as a formula.’ 


Rosenblatt observed significantly 
today that, ‘insofar as possible’ the 
NRA will not permit the industry to 
side-track any of its issues whether 
they be small or large. 


PUBLIX ENTERPRISES’ 
REORG. PLAN ALL SET 


Reorganization plan for Publix 
Enterprises on the basis as com- 
pleted, roughly computed at 30c on 
the dollar, may be announced this 
week. Way is set for the plan to 
be presented before Referee H. K. 
Davis, but hinges presently as to 
the exact technical form the plan 
may take. Publix Enterprises, 
P-P’s largest theatre subsid, com- 
prises around 250 theatres. 

There are around $16,000,000 in 
claims against P-P, However, 
around $9,000,000 of same are stated 
to be in future rents which amount 
might be discounted in final con- 
sideration of the plan by the court. 

Famous Theatres Corp. a new 
subsid of P-P, will take over the 
Publix Enterprises’ assets, the 
provable claims against which are 
given roundly as $7,000,000. 

Paramount itself is a creditor of 
P-E for around $6,000,000 which 
would indicate that the parent 
company will remain in control of 
the new subsid as formed and when 
approved by the court. 


All Canada Gets from 
NRA Drive Is Headache 


Ottawa, Sept. 18. 

NRA developments in U.S.A. are 
causing some concern to film trade 
in Canada. Already prices of gaso- 
line, leather, coal and steel have 
jumped in Dominion because of 
trend in States, but Canadians are 
not getting the benefit of simul- 
taneous increase in wages and em- 
ployment because this country has 
no organized recovery program. 
Canadian film men see higher pic- 
ture prices with Hollywood going 
NRA and this means exhibs will be 
forced to raise admish prices. 














Conditions have improved gen- 
erally in Canada, but the hitch 
comes in trying to get the cxtra 
nick out of the public when the 
NRA does not directly help the sit- 
uation. There is a growing demand 


that Prime Minister R. B. Bennett 
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do something about a code system, 
but he has remained ebstinate. 
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L.A. Lets Down, Robinson Pic in 2 
Houses, $22,500; Texas Guinan Ups 


Los Angeies, Sept. 18. 

Letdown in trade was most obvi- 
ous at all of the major first run 
emporiums this week. Possibility 
of school opening could be as good 
a reason as any offered, and then, 
too, the summer tourists have flit- 
ted. Chinese, which has been hit- 
ting around the $25,000 groove, 
skidded down a bit for its third 
stanza. 

‘Il Loved a Woman,’ at both War- 
ner houses, started (14) with a $2 
introductory a+ the Hollywood 
house, getting over $3,000 on the 
performance, but sloughed off after 
the start. In the Downtown house 
it was no bright number at all— 
in a town where they all love wom- 
en—so title is no novelty. 

‘Big Executive’ proved unimpor- 
tant at the Paramount, where after 
five days it came off on Saturday 
(10) with a measly $7,500. The en- | 
tire F. & M. stage saow, headed by 
Frank Jenks, also went out. ‘To 
the “Last Man’ opened Sunday (17) 
with Al Pearce and Radio Gang on 
stage. Film closes Wed. (20) to 
around $8,006, with ‘Golden Harvest’ 
starting its regular week again on 
Thursday. Pearce holdover. 

Tex Guinan with her flash gang 
of torso exponents was brought into 
the State as a balanc for ‘Power 
and the Glory’ on the screen. House 
got off to a $2,700 opening day. and 
will probably hit a big $19,000 or 


better on the week, her midnite 
Saturday show surprising by its 
draw. 


‘One Man’s Journey,’ at the RKO, 
off to an unexciting start, will clip 
only around $5,000 point. 

‘Masquerader,’ which came into 
an eight-week guarantee at the Cri- 
terion, will probably hit $4,500 for 
the current stanza. 

Orpheum, with double bill, ‘Before 
Dawn’ and ten-act vaude show, still 
worrying its first run brethren with 
a profitable $7,000 take. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 55- 
$1.65) ‘Dinner at Eight’ (MG) and 
stage show (3rd week). Dynamite 
initial pace, which has been going 
under, wore off current week to 
around $21,500. Last week, second 
stanza, was over $25,000. 

Criterion (Tally) (1,600; 25-40) 
"The Masquerader’ (UA) and stage 


show (4th week). For scale trade 
pretty good this week, to around 
$4,500. For third week claimed 


around $6,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70) ‘I 
Loved a Woman’ (WB) and vaude- 
ville. Not particularly relishable 
screen fare here, and may cap it 
off’ with take of around $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Bureau of Missing Persons’ 
(WB), for eight-day sojourn around 


$7,000. 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-65) 
I Loved a Woman’ (WB) and 


vaudevilie. Got off to big start at 
$2 premiere then sloughed off, but 
will bring in around $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Bureau of Missing Persons’ 
(WB). Pretty healthy with $10,500. 

Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800, 
15-25) ‘Laughing at Life’ (Mascot) 
and ‘Big Town’ (Trojan). Still run- 
ning at even pace, but affected a 
bit by Orpheum opposition, hit 
around $3,200. Last week, ‘One 
Year Later’ (Allied) and ‘His Pri- 
vate Secretary’ (Allied) just fair to 


$3,400. 
Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,270; 25-35) 
Before Dawn’ (RKO) and ‘The 


Devil's in Love’ (Fox) and vaude- 
ville. Still grinding them at the 
two-bit clip, which means nice profit 
at $7,000. Last week, ‘Hold Me 
Tight’ (Fox) and ‘Emergency Cali’ 
(RKO). Very good at $7,400. 
Paramount (Partmar) (3,585; 25- 
55) ‘Big Executive’ (Par) and stage 
show. Not what house needed on 
the screen. Weak number, regis- 
tered only $7,500. ‘To the Last Man’ 


substituted when ‘Exec’ was jerked 
Sat. Last week, ‘Torch Singe.’ 
(Par) came over in good stead with 
$15,200. 

RKO (2,950; 25-40). ‘One Man’s 
Journey’ (RKO). Slow, a_ busto- 
crusto under $5,000. Last week, 
‘Morning Glory’ (RKO) for third 
and final stanza milked them 


heavily to tune of $5,400, which is 
most profitable. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-55) 
‘The Power and the Glory’ (Fox) 
and stage show. With Tex Guinan 
mob on stage, take increased, $19,000) 
big. Last week, ‘Another Language’ 
(MG) just hit over $14,000, oke but 
not what they thought would hap- 
pen. 





Rural Theatre Plunges 
Brewster Theatre Corp., operator 
of a picture house in Brewster, N. 
Y., put itself on record as a bank- 
rupt in the New York Federal 
court last week, 
Liabilities were $4,325 and the 





State to Big 196; Orph Holding Up 


Rain Helps Tacoma, So 
Fair Not Yet Hurting 


Tacoma, Sept. 18. 

New price scale adopted here cuts 
out the dime admissions, both in 
nabes and downtown, and if plan 
works, in three weeks, trick admis- 
sions, such as ‘pal’ night, to go, too. 
Music Box and toxy to charge 25 
and 35c; Blue Mouse goes to 15 and 
25, same scale for Constanti’s Rivi- 
era. Rialto, Temple, New Rose and 
Shell go to 15 straight; suburbans 
to 20 nights, with mats, Saturdays, 
Sundays and holidays, 15c to 5 p. m. 

Middle of this week the Western 
Washington fair opens at Puyallup, 
and this means murder to the show 
shops. It’s a real fair, ranking as 
the state fair out this way and even 
Tacomans use their dimes to go, so 
theatres suffer. Early week rains 
were a break for the theatres, hurt- 
ing the fair. 

‘Dr. Bull’ got ’em steadily last 
week and holds over three more days 
Music Box has ‘Her First Mate’ and 
‘Moonlight and Pretzels,’ split, with 
latter running up against the Puy- 
allup fair. 

Estimates for This Week 
Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25- 
35), ‘Her First Mate’ (U), ‘Moon- 
light and Pretzels’ (U), split. Looks 
around $4,000, okay. Last week 
‘Mama Loves Papa’ (Par), ‘Head- 
line Shooter’ (RKO), split with 
‘Change Your Luck’ and ‘Dashin’ 
Dinah,’ colored tab on stage, okay 
$4,900. 

Roxy (J-vH) (1,300; 25-35), ‘Dr. 
Bull’ (Fox). Held over, may run 
entire week, if it keeps on drawing. 
otherwise ‘Another Language’ (MG) 
set: expects another $4,500. Last 
week same fiim, immense, $6,200. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 15- 
25), ‘Arizona to Broadway’ (Fox) 
first half, then dual, ‘Blinc Adven- 


ture’ (RKO), ‘Big Brain’ (RKO). 
Anticipates a mild $800. Last week 
‘Supernatural’ (Fox), ‘Pleasure 


Cruise’ (Par), split, weak at $700. 


DRESSLER IN 2 MONT'L 
PIX, ‘ANNIE’ A 2D WK. 


Montreal, Sept. 18. 
Liable to be a big week currently. 
His Majesty’s comes back to pix 
with a wow, ‘Dinner at Eight’ and 


since Montreal will always pile up 
for Marie Dressler, they get a double 
of her in this and the repeat of 
‘Tugboat Annie’ at the Palace. 
Weather gone wintry last 10 days 
also helps a lot. No other attrac- 
tions in town should provide a 
further boost. 

Capitol has a nice brace in ‘One 
Sunday Afternoon’ and ‘This Day 
and Age’ and the house has built 
up to a nice attendance all through 
the hot spell, so is getting the bene- 
fit as conditions change for the 
better. This should realize a $6,000 
gross which is good enough. 

Loew's with ‘No Marriage Ties’ 
and ‘The Big Brain’ has average 
show and can look for a gross 
around $5,000. Princess is also a 
repeat show ‘Lady for a Day’ and 
‘Dangerous Days’ which with a big 
gross last week should return $9,000 
currently. Imperial comes back to 
pix with ‘La Belle Aventure’ and 
Cinema de Paris breaks away from 
a four-week repeat .with ‘Mr. 
Quick.’ They should both get 
average gross. 

Nabes have picked up during the 
last week and are likely to show 
fair grosses currently. Still in red, 
but not so deep. 


Estimates for This Week 








His Majesty’s (Ind) (1,600; 50- 
1.50)—‘Dinner at Eight’ (MG). 
Prices pretty high for conditions 
here, but can look for $10,000. Last 
week ‘Hearts of the World’ (Grif- 
fiths), $6,500. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 60)—‘Tug- 
boat Annie’ (MG) (2d week). Still 


attractive enough to rate $8,000, 
after $10,000 last week. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 
Sunday Afternoon’ (Par) 
Day and Age’ (Par). 
$6,000. Last week ‘Bed 
(RKO) and ‘Headline 
(RKO), $5,500. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 50)—‘No Mar- 


50).—‘One 
and ‘This 
Good for 
of Roses’ 
Shooter’ 


riage Ties’ (RKO) and ‘Big Brain’ 
(RKO). $5,000 is fair guess. Last 
week ‘Devil’s in Love’ (RKO) and 


‘Man Who Dared’ (U), about $6,000. 


Princess (CT) (1,900; 50)—‘Lady 
for a Day’ (Col) and ‘Dangerous 
Crossroads’ (Col.). Second week, 
$7,500. Last week, $9,000. 

Imperial (France-Film) (1,600; 


50)—‘La Belle Aventure’ (French). 
Looks $2,000. French operetta last 


week, 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 650)—‘Mr. Quick’ (French). 


Around $1,500. Last week 4th week 





assets, $3,742, 


of ‘Les Gars de la Marine,’ $1,000. 


Indie Lafayette, Buffalo, 
Strongest with ‘Lady,’ 10G 


Buffalo, Sept. 18. 


Buffalo took it on the chin a little 
last week excepting for Shea's Buff, 
which held to $14,800, but this week 
becomes the only house among the 
five leaders to fall down. 

Others are up In the money again, 
Hipp vieing with the Great Lakes 
for a possible $10,000 on ‘Song of 
Songs.’ With vaude as a draw, the 
Lakes has a good chance to beat 
this by $500 or so. 

Hayman’s indie Lafayette got a 
fine draw in ‘Lady for a Day’ and 
may equal the Great Lakes $10,000, 
very big. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-40-55) 
‘Broadway to Hollywood’ (MG) and 
stage show. Musical letting house 
down to about $11,000 after a good 
$14,800 on ‘Paddy’ (Fox) last week, 
lion’s share of business Buffalo of- 
fered. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40) ‘Song 
of Songs’ (Par). Dietrich keeping 
the b. o. busy, $10000. big. Last 
week “Tugboat Annie’ (MG) slumped 
house to $5,000, poorest it has done 
in weeks. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 
40) ‘Storm at Daybreak’ (MG) and 
vaude. Indications point to a 
chance for $10,500, pretty good. 
Last week ‘Her First Mate’ (U) and 
vaude, $8,700, mild. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25) ‘Pil- 
grimage’ (Fox). Doesn't look like 
more than $5,200, but this not bad. 
Last week ‘Gambling Ship’ (Par) 
and ‘Devil’s in Love’ (Fox), $5,100. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25) ‘Lady 
for Day’ (Col). Ringing the bell 
loudly with $10,000 or better in 
sight. Last week ‘F. P. I.’ (Fox) 
and ‘Best of Enemies’ (Fox), aver- 
age $6,000. 


‘PENTHOUSE,’ $26,000, 
DETROIT’S BEST MONEY 


Detroit, Sept. 18. 


The Michigan comes into its own 
with the biggest opening in town 
this week. After trailing the Fox 
for the past two weeks, ‘Penthouse’ 
is doing the business. The Fox is 
doing well but is feeling a slump 
after ‘Crazy Quilt.’ 

The RKO Downtown seems to be 
sandwiched between the Michigan 
and Fox, with the Downtown the 
poor third. Big vaude shows for 
the past four weeks, including such 
b.o. names as Milton Berle, Sophie 
Tucker, Joe Penner and George Jes - 
— and house is continuing in the 
red. 

The test of the RKO Downtown 
is this week. Playing ‘A Lady for 
a Day’ on screen and Bert Luhr 
headlining with Eleanor Powell and 
Eddie Garr on the stage, house is 
just going along after a mild open- 
ing. Unless business picks up 
plenty this will be another of those 
weeks. 

The State continues in the same 
class as the United Artists as far 
as business is concerned. Playing 
bally ‘pictures the current ‘Broad- 
way to Hollywood’ is plenty weak 
and will probably be withdrawn be- 
fore the second week is up. Low 
nut on this house gets by on a 
gross of about $4,500. 

Last week the Fox led the pro- 
ceedings with a nice gross of $25,200. 
Picture developed into a matinee at- 
traction after the week-end. Eve- 
nings were somewhat off, which 
kept the gross from going to a new 
high. At this house got plenty well 
on the week. Picture was ‘Sing Sin- 
ners Sing’ and with a better picture 
a record could have been reached. 

The Michigan just went along last 
week with Ethel Merman on stage 
and ‘Torch Singer’ on_s screen. 
Neither meant anything out this far 
from Broadway. A comparatively 
mild $14,000. ‘Bittersweet’ at the UA 
was too foreign and high class to 
attract paying customers; only mild, 
$5,000. The State with ‘Broadway 
to Hollywood’ found the names 
didn’t mean a thing for a very weak 
$2,800. The Fisher with ‘One Sunday 
Afternoon’ was fair at $6,000. The 
Downtown with Sophie Tucker and 
Joe Penner, bad $2,800. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (P-P) (4,045; 15-25-35- 
40-55). ‘Penthouse’ (MG) and stage 
shew. Very nice for $26,000. Last 
week ‘Torch Singer’ (Par) and stage 
show mild at $14,000. 

Fox (Inde) (5,100; 15-25-35-40- 
55), ‘Paddy’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Fair trade, $19,000. Last week ‘Sing 
Sinner Sing’ (Maj) and ‘Crazy Quilt’ 
on stage, big at $25,200. 

Downtown (RKO) (2,750; 15-25- 
35-40-55), ‘Lady for a Day’ (Col) 
and vaude. Getting along mildly, 
$13,000. Last week ‘Her First Mate’ 
(U) and vaude tragic $2,800. 

United Artists (P-P) (2,018: 15- 
25-35-40-55), ‘Goodbye Again’ (WB). 
Weak biz, only $4,000. Last week 
‘Bitter Sweet’ (UA), $5,000. 

State (P-P) (3,000; 15-25-35-40- 
55), ‘Broadway to Hollywood’ (MG) 
(2d wk). Poor at $1,800. Last week 
same picture, $2,800. 

Fisher (P-P) (2,665; 15-25-35-40), 
‘Pilgrimage’ (Fox). Off, only $3,300. 
Last week ‘One Sunday Afternoon’ 


25- 











(Par), good $6,000. 











Columbus Strong for Tabs, 
‘Quilt’ and ‘Dolan,’ $9,000 


Columbus, Sept. 18. 


For the second week in succession 
this burg is falling for stage musi- 
cals, with ‘Crazy Quilt’ at the Hart- 
man being the success for the pres- 
ent day session. Although far from 
capacity, its four-a-day schedule is 
doing plenty. 

Palace theatre really got out the 
old ballyhoo for once and had ’em 
talking ‘Lady for a Day’ far in ad- 
vance, but opened up weakly. May 
build. Prize bit of work on this 
one was taking an old lady newsie 
and making her a_lady-plus, 
for a day, with the paper taking it 
on big. Newsie got the best hotel 
suite in town and all the trimmings. 

Other shows this week naturally 
somewhat off, but generally ahead 
o1 what might be expected this time 
of year. Last week under this one 
on the whole but no heavy squawks. 

Estimates for This Week 


Palace (RKO) ' (3,074: 25-40), 
‘Lady for a Day’ (Col). Picking up 
after good opening and may pass 
poor $6,000. Last week ‘Strike Me 
Pink’ on stage and ‘Her Body- 
guard’ (Par) picked up to close and 
got nice $16,000. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-40), 
‘Penthouse’ (MG). Holding up well 
considering competish and should 
hit fair enough $6,000. Last week 
‘The Masquerader’ (UA), good §$8,- 


500. 
Hartman (Neth) (1,200; 30-75), 
‘Life of Jimmy Dolan’ (FN) and 


‘Crazy Quilt.’ Playing four-a-day 
and five Saturday, set for good 
enough $9,000. First week open this 


year. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-40), "Bu- 
reau of Missing Persons’ (FN). Suf- 
fering from competish, light $2,800 
in sight. Last week ‘Goodbye Again’ 
(WB) better at $3,700. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 22-32), 
‘Beauty for Sale’ (MG) and ‘A Pri- 
vate Scandal’ (Tower). No stronger 
than $2,000. Last week ‘Turn Back 
the Clock’ (MG) and ‘Red Haired 
Alibi’ got $3,000 due to the Tracy 
name. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 22-32), 
‘Rafter Romance’ (RKO). No bet- 
ter than $1,500, light. Last week 
‘Brief Moment’ also not so hot and 
just topped $1,400. 


ST. L.’S RECENT SPURT 
LOOKS PERMANENT 


St. Louis, Sept. 18. 


Nothing sensational around the 
film b.o.’s this week. That is, not 
unless it is Mae West, who is do- 
ing nicely in the second week of the 
revival of ‘She Done Him Wrong’ 
at the Grand Central. Pix played 
Ambassador week earlier in the 
summer and most of the neighbor- 
hoods, but is still bringing in the 
dough in such satisfying amounts 
that already the management is 
ecnsidering holding film over an- 
other week. 

One reason there is nothing out- 
standing, box office-ly speaking, is 
that fans are offered so many pic- 
tures that by the time they divide 
up with all of them, none of them 
get very much. Eight pictures are 
offered at the six theatres, two, the 
Missouri and Grand Central, pre- 
senting dual programs. 

In the third week since reopening, 
the St. Louis continues to lag be- 
hind what its programs deserve. 
Muny opera stars and Katherine 
Hepburn failed to bring house out 
of the red last week and now ‘Lady 
for a Day’ isn’t doing what it 
should. Pix got rave reviews, but 
opened poorly. There were signs, 
however, of improvement and so the 
finish may be O. K. 

Ambassador isn’t piling up the 
same profits as for the last several 
weeks, but is still in the black. If 
the St. Louis makes the grade, all 
managers will see the same color. 
On the whole, it would seem to in- 
dicate the recent box office spurt to 
be permanent. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (Skouras) (3,000; 25- 
35-55)—‘I Leved a Woman’ (WB) 
and Joe Frisco on stage. Fair at 
$14,000. Last week ‘She Had to Say 
Yes’ (WB), a big $20,000. 

Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-55)—'Dr. 
Bull’ (Fox) and Al Trahan on stage. 
Good for $15,000. Last week ‘Shang- 
hai Madness’ (Fox), four days, and 
Muny opera stars on stage, $6,000, 











poor. 
Grand Central (Skouras) (2,000; 
25-35-50)—‘She Done Him Wrong’ 


(Par), second week of revival, and 
‘Secret of Blue Room’ (RKO). Good 
biz at $4,000. Last week a big $7,000. 

Loew’s State (3,000; 25-35-55) 
—‘Penthouse’ (MG). Fair at $9,000. 
Last week ‘Masquerader’ (UA). Col- 
man accounted for a strong $11,000. 

Missouri (Skouras) (3,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Captured’ (WB) and ‘No Mar- 





“ 


riage Ties’ (RKO). Good at $8,000. 





Philly Eases a Little, but Still Good: 
Torch Singer’ $18,500, Robinson 1146 


Philadelphia, Sept. 18. 

Not a great deal is indicated for 
the downtown. film houses this week, 
They've been enjoying three weeks 
of above-average trade, with hot 
b. o. pictures and a battle of head. 
line acts in the stage show houses, 
so the drop that is forecast is not 
surprising. 

The Stanley has Ethel Barrymore 
as its big name, and from the open- 
ing pace, the house won't hit the 
top they claimed with last week’s 
show which had the Howards and a 
big Fashion Fur show. Most im- 
portant is that the current picture, 
‘Torch Singer,’ hasn't the draw by 
a long shot that Katharine Hep- 
burn’s ‘Morning Glory’ had last 
week. A gross of around $18,500 is 
expected, however, and that's not to 
be sneezed at any time. 


The Fox, too, is slated for a drop, 
‘Charlie Chan's Greatest Case’ igs 
the film and Bobby Sanford’s ‘Show 
Boat’ the stage attraction. Around 
$16,500 forecast, good but not sen- 
sational. 

The Boyd’s ‘I Loved a Woman’ 
(Edward G. Robinson) isn’t as 
strong as ‘Song of Songs’ or ‘Tug- 
boat Annie,’ the theatre’s last two 
atraction, and doesn’t rate more 
than $12,000. 


The Earle has a bill without dis- 
tinction, but a Dix picture, ‘No 
Marriage Ties,’ may help some; not 
more than $12,000 indicated. 


‘Masquerader,’ although not doing 
badly at the Aldine, is being forced 
a little to attain three weeks. Not 
more*than $7,000 figured for this 
week and it may find it tough to 
reach that. 


The Stanton, with DeMille’s ‘This 
Day and Age,’ may pull above its 
recent average to around $8,000. The 
Arcadia has ‘Her Bodyguard,’ which 
should get about $2,200, while the 
Karlton is expecting a very strong 
$5,500-$6,000 with the second show- 
ing of ‘Morning Glory.’ 

Much speculation here as to the 
house for the road-showing of ‘Din- 
ner at Eight.’ Chestnut has legit 
bookings from Oct. 2 to Thanksgiv- 
ing; Aldine is being leased by 
United Artists who have ‘Bitter 
Sweet,’ ‘The Bowery,’ and ‘Emperor 
Jones’ to follow ‘The Masquerader.’ 
This leaves the Locust as a strong 
possibility, but nothing official. 

Of last week's attractions, the big 
disappointment was ‘Song of Songs,’ 
although it was held for one day 
over the week. However, $14,000 
for seven days at the Boyd didn’t 
lcok like the $19,000 for six ex- 
pected. 

The Fox ran true to form with a 
fine $19,000 for ‘Dr. Bull,’ and the 
Duncan Sisters and the Stanley 
didn’t quite touch the $24,000 fore- 
cast, but pulled a neat $22,500 for 
‘Morning Glory’ and a stage bill 
headed by the Howards. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,200; 40-55-65), ‘Masque- 
rader’ (UA). Looks for a possible 
$7,000 for third week and that will 
Hes all. Last week, just turned §$8,- 
00. 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50), ‘Her 
Bodyguard’ (Par). $2,200 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Mama Loves. Papa’ 
(Par) didn’t hold up and just broke 
$2,000. 

Earle (2,000; 40-55-65), ‘No Mar- 
riage Ties’ (Fox) and vaude. No 
names on bill. Fair to middlin’ $12,- 
000 indicated. Last week ‘Goodbye 
Again’ (FN) and vaude, $13,000 with 


film figured as being in wrong 
house. 

Fox (3,000; 35-55-75), ‘Charlie 
Chan’s Greatest Case’ (Fox) and 
stage show. House figured to drop 
from recent high average. How- 


ever, a fairly good $16,500 should be 
reached. Last week ‘Dr. Bull’ (Fox) 
and stage show featuring Duncan 
Sisters got a robust $19,000. 


Boyd (2,400; 40-55-65), ‘I Loved 
a Woman’ (FN). Robinson picture 
didn’t get off to much of a start. 


Lucky to hit $11,500. Last week 
‘Song of Songs’ (Par) disappointed, 
although held for one extra day, 
only $14,000. 

Karlton (1,000; 30-40-50), ‘Morn- 
ing Glory’ (RKO). Big week fore- 
cast for the second showing of this 
one, $5,500 or $6,000 figured. Last 
week ‘Double Harness’ (RKO), $3,- 
600, under expectations. 

Stanley (3,700: 40-55-75), ‘Torch 
Singer’ (Par) and stage show, head- 
lining Ethel Barrymore. Should get 


$18,500, excellent but not up to 
standard of last three weeks. Last 
week ‘Morning Glory’ (RKO) and 


stage show featuring Howards, very 
strong at $22,500. 


Stanton (1,700; 30-40-55), ‘This 
Day and Age’ (Par). Should up the 
house average to $8,000 and may 
come nearer $9,000. Last week 


‘Turn Back the Clock’ (MG) another 
weak $7,000. 








Last week ‘This Day and Age’ 
(Par), poor trade, $5,000. 

St. Louis (Ind) (5,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘Lady for a Day’ (Col) and Muny 
Opera stars on stage. Fair at $15,- 
000. Last week ‘Morning Glory’ 
(RKO), only $14,000, poor. 
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State-Lake Best Pace in Loop 


~ For Steady Biz; 


Beauty $10,500; 


Dr. Bull’ Ted Lewis Unit, 556 


Chicago, Sept. 18. 
Chicago got its share of perfect 
Bhow weather, dark, cloudy with a 
chill in the air. It was the World’s 
Fair loss with the theatres gaining, 
though there was nothing outstand- 
ing at any of the houses. 


Although the State-Lake theatre 
floes not play to the money that the 
Chicago and Palace do it held its 
business average above them and 
turned in the second best week since 
its new opening. Over $17.000 at 
35c week days and 40c on Saturday 
and Sunday still makes a lot of peo- 
pie and a lot of money. 


Folks around here become very 
discriminating for both the Palace 
and Chicago, but the State-Lake 
has built up good will and patron- 
@ge and you always get a run for 
your 35c. 


Opening day of the week was cold 
and rainy, which delivered one of 
the sweetest- first days in some 
time. Capacity practically — all 
around the loop. Result was that 
the Fair died. 


Three houses will change product 
this week, ‘Tugboat Annie’ goes out 
of the Oriental after a smashing 
stay to make room for ‘Too Much 
Harmony,’ United Artists switches 
out ‘Paddy’ to replace with the 
George Arliss flicker, which is 
named for box office here, ‘Affairs of 
Voltaire,’ while ‘Bureau of Missing 
Persons’ goes in for ‘Captured’ at 
the McVickers. 


B. & K. Chicago is now the sec- 
ond highest grosser in the coun- 
try, running behind only the Radio 
City Music Hall. It has consistent- 
ly run $60,000 weekly and it’s a rea- 
son for long faces if it drops to 
$55,000, as it will this week with ‘Dr. 
Bull’ and Ted Lewis unit on the 
stage, although still very oke. 


Palace is trying a fan dancer, Ro- 
ealia, and she’s apparently ac- 
counting for some freak trade. On 
the arty side, however, there’s Mary 
McCormick, the diva, in person and 
*Pilgrimage’ (Fox). 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-75) 
"Dr. Bull’ (Fox) and Ted Lewis unit 
on the stage. Sally Rand fan dance 
also billed heavily, due to appear- 
ance of a rival fan waver. Lewis 
accounting for $55,000, fine, after 
establishing himself solidly with the 
(World’s Fair crowds through nite 
club appearances, Last week ‘Torch 
Singer’ (Par) got $56,200. 

McVickers (B&K) (2,284; 25-35) 
*Captured’ (WB). Going out on 
‘Wednesday (20) to be replaced by 
*Bureau of Missing Persons’ (WB). 
Present session of ‘Captured’ down 
sharply to $4,000. Femme fans went 
for Leslie Howard but backed away 
@ue to war theme. First week cf 
‘Captured’ fine $10,200. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 30-40-65) 
*Tugboat Annie’ (MG) (4th week). 
Continuing to ride wide and hand- 
some. Only the pressure of new- 
coming pictures is forcing this off. 

oo Much Harmony’ (Par) hits in 
on Thursday (21). In its final week 
fAnnie’ will anyway touch $13,000, 
fa terrific figure for a final session. 
Last week bull’s-eye at $16,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,583; 40-65-83) 
*Pilgrimage’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Flicker is down for a heavy buildup, 
due to the comments and notices. 
Opened strong and _ will finish 
stronger. Enough variety on stage 
to pull nearly every element with 
fan dancers and opera warblers. 
Continuing on excellent place at 
$22,000, with plenty of profits at low 
cost stage. ‘First Mate’ (U) and 
Bert Lahr last week on the Bame 
sweet pace at smacking $25,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 25-35) 
"Beauty for Sak’ (MG). Sudden 
switch brousht this one in rather 
than ‘@vreau of Missing Persons.’ 
Thoxvgh lacking name strength pic- 
ture is starting nicely and may take 
$10,500 for the opening ride, very 
good. ‘Mary Stevens’ (WB) finished 
to $9,500. 

State-Lake (Jones) 2,700; 20-40) 
‘Don’t Bet on Love’ (U) and vaude. 
Morin Sisters of radio headlining, 
but it’s still the show and bargain 
that counts. Home folks know that 
they get vaude, stage show and pic- 
ture for their ccin. That’s good 
enough for them without looking 
for a name. They don’t even want 
to know the picture. Sticking to 
pace that brings in $16,000, with a 
grand more or less weekly. And 
handsome profits on an overhead of 
$10,000. Looks like $16,000, while 
last week drew $17,200. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
85-55) ‘Paddy’ (Fox). Finishing two- 
week stay with okay $11,500 for final 
session. Last week good at $15,700. 
Voltaire’ (WB) in on Wed. (20). 





ADELE THOMAS SET AT RKO 
Adele Thomas has been added to 
RKO’s contract list, her first to be 
in ‘Blonde Poison.’ 
She's from legit 


musicals. 








‘DR. BULL’ IN SEATTLE 
ISN'T—106 IS VERY OKE 


Seattle, Sept. 18. 


With NRA providing more leisure 
and a bit more local employment, 
shows are slowly getting back to 
normal, with outlook brighter. 
That’s one reason why the reopen- 
ing of the Orpheum seems closer at 
ae with several outfits angling 
or it. 


Will Rogers is the big shot in 
town, which is helping Fifth- Ave. 
get ’em with ‘Dr. Bull.’ Music Box 
has holdover, ‘Voltaire,’ going for 
steady biz, but no panic. ‘Reunion 
in Vienna,’ dualed with ‘Hold Me 
Tight’ at Coliseum, failed to hold, so 
pulled after four days on second 
run. Liberty sticks to duals and 
biz on the up. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Ave. (Evergreen) (2,400; 25- 
40), ‘Dr. Bull’ (Fox). ‘Hear Rogers 
sing and you'll scream with laugh- 
ter’ is played up in advertising. Go- 
ing for a big $10,000. Last week 
‘Another Language’ (MG), fair, $6,- 
900. 

Roxy (J-vH) (2,300; 25-35), ‘Brief 
Moment’ (Col). Headed for a fair 
$4,500. Last week ‘Shanghai Mad- 
ness’ (Fox), fair at $4,700. 

Paramount (Evergreen) 
25-40), ‘Beauty for Sale’ (MG). 
Looks fair for a $5,000 gross. Last 
week “Turn Back the Clock’ (MG), 
good, $5,700. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
40), ‘Voltaire’ (WB) (2d week). 
Good goin’ at $3,000. Last week, 
steady for okay $4,700. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
40), ‘Rafter Romance’ (RKO). Pic 
proved weak b.o., pulled after four 
days, ‘I Loved a Woman’ (FN) go- 
ing in. Cnly $1,600. Last week, sec- 





(3,106; 


ond of ‘Masquerader’ (UA) s0-s0o, 
$2,800. 
Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 10-25), 


‘Life in the Raw’ (Fox), ‘Hearts of 
Humanity’ (Mas). Dual enroute to 
a good $4,500. Last week ‘Destina- 
tion Unknown’ (U), ‘Devil’s Mate’ 
(Shef), dual, good, $4,300. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1.800; 15- 
25), ‘The Nuisance’ (MG’\, ‘I Loved 
You Wednesday’ (Fox). Dual looks 
good for $3,600. Last week ‘Reunion 
in Vienna’ (MG), ‘Hold Me Tight’ 
(Fox), failed to jell, pulled after 
four days, doing scant $2,000; pre- 
ceding, ‘Little Giant’ (FN), ‘Mid- 
night Mary’ (MG), dual okay at 
$3,400, but no rave. 


HUTTON, ‘PRETZELS’ 
BIG $18,000 IN BKLYN 


Brooklyn, Sept. 18. 

Now with the menacing competi- 
tion of the summer and the beaches 
behind them, the downtown delux- 
ers feel a little more optimistic. All 
they have to worry about is the 
usual Brooklyn problem of getting 
folks out of their homes at night. 
Ordinarily this week would have 
been much better because flicker 
attractions are good. However, the 
terrific three-day downpour killed 
what natura! chances there were for 
this week. 

Paramount will, nevertheless, be 
in the black. Offering, ‘Three Corn- 
ered Moon’ (Par) and a heavy stage 
show it should doin vicinity of $18,- 
000. Fox, down-the-street, looks 
big with ‘Moonlight and Pretzels’ 
(U) and David Hutton, Aimee Mce- 
Pherson's hubby, heading the stage 
show. Should get $18,000 or bet- 
ter. Albee hopes for $20,009 on 
‘Lady For Day’ and Wally Picon., 

Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (4,500; 25-35-55-65), 
‘Three Cornered Moon’ (Par) and 
stage show with Herb Williams and 
Jack Arthur, ether baritone. Should 
produce $18,000, satisfactory. Last 
week ‘Song of Songs’ (Par) and 
Alex Gray on stage, $23,400. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50), ‘Moonlight 
and Pretzels’ (U) and stage show. 








Flicker is liked hereabouts. Dave 
Hutton’s appearance on stage 
helped; strong $18,000 in prospect. 


Last week ‘Her First Mate’ (U) did 
$9,500, weak. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50), ‘Lady For 
a Day’ (R) and vaude. Molly Picon 
is on the stage and goins nicely. 


Good $20,000 in view. Last week 
‘One Man's Journey’ (RKO), 
$15,100. 


Loew’s Metropolitan (2,400; 25-35- 
50), ‘Penthouse’ (MG) and vaude 
featuring the Duncan Sisters. Mebbe 
$20,000, mild. Last week ‘Broadway 
to Hollywood’ (MG), $18,400. 

Strand (2,800; 25-35-50), ‘Goodbye 
Again’ (FN). A quiet $10,900. Last 
week ‘Captured’ did $10,200. 





K.C. PLENTY 0.K. 


‘Torch Singer’ Big $11,000—Colored 
Tab Plus ‘Journey’ Oke $15,000 








Kansas City, Sept. 18. 

The Newman, this week, switched 
back to a Friday opening with 
‘Torch Singer ’cutting ‘One Sunday 
Afternoon’ a day short, as it was 
not doing so well. Colbert feature 
is better than normal for a big 
$11,000. 

The Mainstreet also opened Fri- 
day with ‘One Man’s Journey, and 
the ‘Shuffle Along’ unit as the stage 
attraction, to large crowds; a nifty 
$15,000 in prospect. ‘Penthouse’ is 
the Midland’s bill and was the only 
Saturday opening in town and the 
customers line was working strong. 

Last week gave the amusements 
everything in the weather line from 
close to 100 the first three days to 
down in the 60’s the balance of the 
time. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (Dubinsky) (860; 10-15- 
20)—‘Melody Cruise’ (RKO) and 
‘Little Giant’ (FN), spurt. Will get 
the advantage of the heavy adver- 
tising given the features on their 
first runs and are expected to gross 
close to $2,400, good. Last week 
‘Lilly Turner’ (FN) and ‘Private 
Detective 66’ (WB) held nicely for 
$2,100. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,000; 25-35- 
50)—‘One Man’s Journey’ (RKO) 
and ‘Shuffle Along’ stage show. 
Management is splurging on its 
‘Greater Show Season’ and the re- 
turns are encouraging. This bill got 
away to a great start and should 
hit a good $15,000. Last week ‘Her 
First Mate’ (U) and Abe Lyman’s 
band unit, Lyman’s outfit given all 
the breaks with both public and 
radio appearances, and the extra 
plugging helped at the box office 
for $14,000, only fair. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25)— 
‘Penthouse’ (MG). Some sizzling 
publicity and expected to take 
$14,000, good. Last week ‘Masquer- 
ade’ (UA), $11,500, fair. 

Newman (Par) (1,800; 25-40)— 
‘Torch Singer’ (Par). Heavy play 
from the lady fans, probably close 
to $11,000, big. Last week ‘One Sun- 
day Afternoon’ (Par), six days, $8,- 


000, good. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40)— 
‘Charlie Chan’s Greatest Case’ 
(Fox). Right down the alley for the 
lovers of mystery’s and will likely 
gross a good $3,700. Last week 


‘Vanities Tab 
Looks Like New 
Boston Record 


Boston, Sept. 18. 

Sudden let-down in film quality 
leaves it to flesh to carry on for the 
combination spots this week. The 
grand exception for big biz is the 
Keith Boston, smashing all-time 
records with the tab ‘Vanities.’ 

Other spots not so hot, due to 
lack of flash on either stage or 
screen. 

Estimates for This Week 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 25-35-50) 
‘Ladies Must Live’ (U). Almost nil 
on draw, so biz slumps; $6,000 will 
be very bad.” Last week ‘Lady for 
Day’ (Col), pulled a fair $11,100. 

Boston (RKO) (4,000; 30-40-50) 
‘Headline Shooter’ (RKO) and Earl 
Carroll ‘Vanities’ tab. Latter all 
set for a record for this spot, $29,- 
000 “expected. Away above recent 
high mark of $22,000 with Morton 
Downey. (Latter was underquoted 
by a few grand). Last week ‘Rafter 








Romance’ (RKO) and stage show, 
velvet in the $15,500. 
Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 380-40- 


50) ‘Broadway to Hollywood’ (MG) 
and vaude. Headed for neat $13,- 
500. Last week Mills Bros. and 
Negro show gave spot a gala in- 
terval, draw being aces, and patron- 
age tiptop throughout week; ‘Turn 
Back Clock’ (MG) pleasing, too. Re- 
sult creamy for a very profitable 
$18,500. 

Staite (Loew) (3,000; 30-40-50) 
‘Beauty for Sale’ (MG) and one 
stage act; vaude and band, Sunday. 
Good for average biz, $11,000 prob- 
able. Last week ‘Penthouse’ (MG) 
and stage act, better than okay for 
$13,000. 

Met (M&P) (4,330; 30-40-50-65) 
‘Torch Singer’ (Par) and Nick 
Lucas heading stage show. Headed 
for good $22,500. Last week ‘One 
Sunday Afternoon’ (Par) and stage 
show, not so socko, for $19,500. 

Scoilay (M&P) (2,800; 25-35-45- 
55) ‘Song of Songs’ (Par) and 
vaude, Dietrich draw should boost 
to $9,500, excellent. Last week ‘Tar- 
zan’ (Prin) and vaude, velvet at 
$9,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 35-45- 
55) ‘India Speaks’ (RKO), and 
‘Blind Adventure.’ Nothing to brag 
about, yet there’s gravy in expected 
$8.000. Last week ‘Goodbye, Again’ 
(WB) and ‘Shanghal Madness’ 
(Fox) thanks to the Warner film, 
smacked off a very handsome §$3,- 
900, plenty profit, 


-|Holds up stoutly but set back a 
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Bway s Brisk BO. Pace Continues 
Despite Rainy Handicaps; ‘Glory 
806, ‘Beauty’ 506, ‘Berkeley’ Strong 





Though torrential rains brought 
a poor takeoff for most theatres, 
better box-office weather arrived in 
time for the weekend and, on whole, 
New York's first-run filmshops will 
be in generally good shape. From 
all indications a new higher level 
of grosses is being maintained on 
Broadway, as it is in many other 
parts of the country. Undoubtedly 
the corner is being turned. 

Prolonged depression has taught 
the theatres, not only in America’s 
biggest town but elsewhere, to re- 
duce operating expenses, and now 
that a climb is being made, it is 
resulting in a healthy condition even 
if the 1929 level of business is still 
far away. Gone, however, are the 
overhead expenses which made 1929 
grosses imperative. 

Because its opening day is Thurs- 
day, the Music Hall got the full 
brunt of the rainstorm that day and 
Friday as well and will be fortunate 
to end up with $80,000 on ‘Power 
and the Glory.’ Picture came from 
a 3%-week run at the Gaiety, where 
it did fairly well. 

Last week’s business all over was 
aided Wed. (13) through the crowds 
brought downtown for the NRA 
parade. 

Par and Cap again vie for the 
lion’s share of the business left 
after the Music Hall] takes away its 
$80,000 or thereabouts. In ratio to 
its average, the Par leads the Capi- 
tol on a chance to step ahead of the 
$33,000 which appears in the bag on 
second week of ‘Song of Songs,’ 
after a first seven days’ drag of 
$39,500. 

After its highly coinful $62,000 
last week on ‘Penthouse,’ which is 
doing a landoffice business in other 
Loew theatres currently, including 
the State, Cap looks to $50,000 or 
nearby on ‘Beauty for Sale,’ aided 
by Cab Calloway on stage. Callo- 
way should make up for any weak- 
ness from: picture. 

State with the ‘Penthouse’ draw, 
is expectant to the tune of $26,000 
or better, excellent. 

While the rest of the street, hurt 
some by the inclement weather Fri- 
day and to a minor extent by the 
threat of more rain Saturday (16), 
isn’t doing big, none of the houses 
are worrying about the outcome. 

Old Roxy, with ‘F. P. 1,’ will be 
good at $25,000, while the Rialto 
got a better break from the murder 
mystery ‘Secret of the Blue Room’ 
than looked for, at $13,000 on week 
ending last night (Monday). The 
fight pictures also helped. Arthur 
Mayer is holding it until Friday 
(22) when bringing in ‘Thunder 
Over Mexico’ on a special reserved 
seat premier with Upton Sinclair 
putting in a personal appearance. 
Mayer believes last week’s rain 
helped him rather than hurt with 
the Rialto, the first spot throngs 
emerging from subways can make 
for shelter. 

Strand, on a holdover, is all right 
at $16,000 for ‘Missing Persons,’ 
which got a fancy $28,700 the first 
seven days. Switching bookings ‘I 
Loved a Woman’ comes in Thurs- 
day (21), while the Hollywood in- 
stead gets ‘Wild Boys of the Road’ 
same date. ‘Voltaire’ on its final 
(fourth) week is mild, at $6,500, 
apparently held too long. 

‘Masquerader’ gets less than three, 
(Tuesday) on a final four days’ 
gross of $12,000. ‘Emperor Jones’ 
opens tonight (Tuesday) on a spe- 
cial premiere. Riv may have held 
the Colman picture longer, but is 
finding that product is beginning to 
pile up and has to be cleared. 

Fox’s ‘Berkeley Square,’ finishing 
its first week tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) opened up strong on a two-a- 


day run. On the first four days. 
including the Wednesday night 
opening (13), the box-office had 


collected $8,200. 

U. opens ‘S. O. 8S. Iceberg’ on a 
two-a-day at Criterion Friday (22). 

Palace shows vast improvement 
this week with ‘One Man’s Journey,’ 
or about $14,000. Last week, on six 
days, occasioned by going to a Fri- 
day opening (15), the till held only 
$9,000, bad. 

Mayfair got $8,500 on ‘Mr. Broad- 
way,’ the columnist picture ending 
last night (Monday) and retains it 
until hitting under $750 a day, Wal- 
ter Reade’s policy here. He jerks 
pictures on Jess than a day’s notice. 
Next in ‘The Avenger’ (Mono). 

RKO Roxy, Radio City’s split 
weeker, will be much better than 
last week or about $13,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 83-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 

‘Dinner at Bight’ (MG) (4th week). 


little by last week’s rain, which kept 





the evening clothes crowd at home. 
Got $20,300 third week. 


Capitol (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10- 
$1.65) ‘Beauty for Sale’ (MG) and | 
stage show. Will be close to $50,000 | 
and maybe reach that figure, good, 
but not as strong as previous week's | 
‘Penthorse’ (MG), which showed 


immediate box-office strength and 
emerged on week at $62,000. Cab 
Calloway aiding this week on stage 
Gaiety (808; 55 - $1.10 - $1.65) 
‘Berkeley Square’ (Fox). Opened 
well Wednesday night (13), that and 
first four days bringing $8,200, 
strong for this small-seater. 
Hollywood (1,553; 25-35-55-75-385 
$1.10) ‘Voltaire’ (WB) (4th week). 
Takes its leave after a small $6,50) 
week, ‘Wild Boys of Road’ coming 
in Thursday (21). Third week for 
the Arliss picture was $7,800. 
Mayfair (2,200; 35-55-65) ‘Mr. 
Broadway’ (B'way - Hollywood). 
Getting $8,500 on first seven days 
ending last night (Monday), stays 


part of all of another week. ‘The 
Avenger’ (Mono) pnp: «* on books. 
Palace (1,700; 2 0-55-75), ‘One 


Man's Journey’ (I 0) and vaude 
Going up to $14,00c, good, after a 
bum $9,000 on six days of ‘Paddy’ 
(Fox). House now in Friday open- 
ings. 

Paramount (3,553; 35-55-75), ‘Song 
of Songs’ (Par) (2d week) and stage 
show. Dietrich proving out in a big 
way, with $33,000, perhaps better, in 
sight on the holdover. First week's 
draft was $39,500, fruity. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,945; 35- 
55-75), ‘Power and Glory’ (Fox) and 
stage show. Hurt by rain, will be 
lucky to hit $80,000, somewhat under 
figure house has been hitting last 
few weeks. ‘Lady for a Day’ (Col) 
wound up just under $85,000, okay. 

Rialto (2,000; 40-55-65), ‘Secret of 
Blue Room’ (U) (2d week). On 
strength of the $13,000 enticed first 
week ending last night (Monday), 
house holds mystery until Friday 


(22) when ‘Thunder in Mexico’ 
opens. 
Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-75-85), ‘Mas- 


juerader’ (UA) (3rd week). Could 
be held another week, but top- 
heavy on product, house brings in 
‘Emperor Jones’ (UA) tonight 
(Tuesday). Colman got $21,000 last 
week (second) and will get $12,000 
on final four days. ; 
RKO Roxy (3,525; 25-40), ‘One 
Man's Journey’ (RKO), four days, 
and ‘No Marriage Ties’ (RKO), 
three days. Doubleton will get 
around $13,000, fairish. Last week's 
duo, ‘Paddy’ (Fox), four days, and 
‘The Wrecker’ (Col), three days, 


only $8,100, bad. , 
25-35-55), ‘F. P. 1° 


Roxy (6,200; 

(Gaumont-Fox) and stage show. 
Foreign-made arousing interest and 
at $25,000 house is neatly in the 
money. Last week ‘Man Who Dared’ 
(Fox) and Nick Kenny on the stage 
disappointed to the tune of $16,000, 
poorest theatre has done in a long 


time, 
State (2,000; 35-55-75), ‘Pent- 
house’ (MG) and vaude. Exhibiting 


big draft and $26,000, or over, will 
be the answer. This house has done 
very well latelty. Last week it got 
a non-argument $23,000 on ‘Tug- 
boat Annie’ (MG). 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-75), ‘Bureau 
Missing Persons’ (WB) (24 weex). 
A good exploitation picture and well 
sold on this engagement, does okay 
at $16,000 on the holdover. First 
seven days $28,700 was good and 
high, 


Good Fare and Good 
Weather Good for N.H. 


New Haven, Sept. 13. 

Plenty first class stuff means 
pretty even distribution of business 
this week. Rainy weather proved 
to be a help for weekend. 

Roget Sherman put on heavy ad- 
vance campaign on ‘Bureau’ and it 
helped a lot. 

College will probably draw more 
on its secondary stuff than on its 
features. Ross-Canzoneri fight and 
a news clip on ‘Miss America,’ 4 
local girl, are being plugged. Bijou, 
a grizider, is reviewing ‘42nd St.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35-50} 
‘This Day and Age’ (Par) and ‘Her 
Splendid Folly.’ Looks good for a 
nice $7,000. Last week, ‘Big Ex- 
ecutive’ (Par) and ‘She Done Him 
Wrong’ (Par) revival. Mae West pic 
also counting( okay at $5,100. 

Palace (Fox-Poli) (3,040; 35-50) 
‘Dr. Bull’ (Fox) and ‘Chan's Great- 
est Case’ (Fox). Should get a biz 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Masquerader’ 
(UA) and ‘Cocktail Hour’ (Col); 
$8,200, all right. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50) ‘Bureau Missing Persons’ (WB) 
and ‘Rafter Romance.’ An opening 
that topped the big ‘Voltaire’ prem- 
iere should mean a sweet $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Goodbye Again’ (WB) 
and ‘Man Who Dared’ (Fox), after 
nice start, faded to light $4,200 








College (Fox-Poli) (1,565; 35-50) 

| ‘Turn Back Clock’ (MG) and ‘Brief 
Moment,’ also Ross-Canzoneri fight 

Indicates okay $3,500. Last week, 

‘What Price Innocence?’ (Col) and 
Dangerous Crossroads,’ reopened 


house with so-so $3,000. 
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Stage Shows Back at 2 Denver Spots, 


Denver, Sept. 18. 


Denver apparently stage show- 
mad this week. First time in years 
are two houses with stage shows 


playing to packed houses and con- 
sistent standouts. Crowds at Den- 
ham and standouts since start of 
sta.e shows four weeks ago. Pres- 
ent lay-out of Jay Brower and his 
30 Merrymakers and ‘Song of Songs’ 
on screen to be held second week. 
First time ever in Denver stage and 
film both held second week. Louis 
Hellborn, manager, put on immense 


campaign and _  0bringing results. 
Huge gross in spite of boost in 
prices. 


Holdouts also first two days of 
the return of Fanchon and Marco 
stage shows to Orpheum after an 
absence of a year proves Denver 
is stage-show hungry. Grace Hayes 
headlining stage show and knock- 
ing Denver for row. So much en- 
thusiasm being shown for stage 
shows necessary to run until after 
midnight. ‘Paddy’ sharing honors 
for biggest gross since vaude left 
Orpheum year ago. Prices boosted 
from 25-40 to 35-55c. 

Enthusiasm for stage shows 
seems to have reached the Tabor 
also and they played to full house 
Saturday and mighty close to that 
Sunday night. They should go $3,- 
500 for the week with ‘Bed of Roses’ 
on screen for second run. Means 
good crowds at 20-25. 

Outside of houses with stage 
shows Aladdin is the only first run 
not suffering, doing great with a 
‘Charlie Chan’ film. Paramount and 
Denver both suffering from the 
stage show attack and both will be 
considerably below par. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40) 
—‘Charlie Chan’s Greatest Chance’ 
(Fox). Oke at $4,500, a lot of dough 
for a house that doesn’t open until 
2 p. m. Last week ‘Masquerade,’ 
(UA), running day and date with 
the Denver, did close to $5,000, with 
several holdouts. 

Denham (Hellborn) (1,500; 25-40) 
—Song of Songs’ (Par) and stage 
show. Very big at $9,500, even with 
the upped scale. Last week ‘World 
Gone Mad’ (Maj), backed by an en- 
tertaining stage show, turned in a 
whale of a gross at their old prices 
of 15-25, $4,500. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
60)—‘Beauty for Sale’ (MG). Very 
much off at $4,000, a 50% drop from 
last week’s ‘Masquerade’ (UA), run- 
ning day and date with the Aladdin, 
which did a good business and 
closed with $8,000. 

Orpheum (Huffman) (2,600; 25- 
35-”)—‘Paddy’ (Fox) and first week 
of return of stage shows. Fred 
Schmitt and orchestra’ standing 
fem up. The $14,000 anticipated 
gross is thrilling big. Last week 
‘Turn Back the Clock’ (MG) fin- 
ished with an average $6,000. 

Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
40)— ‘Shanghai Madness’ (Fox). 
West Masters at the organ. A very 
poor $2,700, too much competish. 
Crowds so slim at times that many 
of the ushers at both the Denver 
and here went over to the Orph to 
help out. Last week ‘Man Who 
Dared’ (Fox) was pulled after four 
days, and ‘Shanghai Madness’ fin- 
ished the week, closing with only 
$2,800. 


Will Rogers’ $5,700 Best 
- Gross in Dull Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 18. 

Dependable Will Rogers put a 
little pep in the turnstiles at the 
Apollo this wek in ‘Dr. Bull,’ and 
is pushing the house along towards 
a neat gross of $5,700. This is the 
business of the town. Nothing else 
seems able to do as well, compara- 
tively. 

‘Tarzan, the Fearless’ started big 
at the Circle with a Thursday night 
premiere, but its patronage fell 
away and it looks like no more than 
$4,000 despite its strong opening. 
Keith’s, one-time historic old vaude 
house of the town, reopened this 
week with a first run of ‘Little 
Giart’ at 15 and 25c. Business is 
only fair at $1,750. At this rate, it’s 
going to take the Switow brothers 
a long time to pay for that new 
marquee and other redecorating. The 
Indiana with its combination vaud- 
film policy and the Lyric with its 
straight vaude plan are having the 
hardest going of any of the down- 
town houses with their high over 
heads and low grosses. Loew’s Pal- 
ace continues to touch bottom for 
another week with ‘Penthouse’ fol- 
lowing its new low figure last week 
with ‘Masquerader.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
40), ‘Dr. Bull’ (Fox). As usual Will 
Rogers is a strong magnet and the 
gross will climb to a dandy $5,700. 
Last week the holdover of ‘Paddy’ 
(Fox) managed to satisfy at $3,200, 
oke. 

Circle (Katz-Feld) (2,600; 25-40), 
“Tarzan, the Fearless’ (Prin). High- 








Biz Proves Theyre Nertz for It 





powered front and ballyhou helped 
the opening, but the pace began 
quickly to decline until the gross 


seems destined to go no higher than 
$4,000. Fair, but disappointing after 
good start. Last week ‘Voltaire’ 
(WB), sad at $3,000. 

Indiana (Katz-Feld) (3,100: 25- 
35-40-55), ‘This Day and Age’ (Par) 
and stage presentation. Still on the 
short end with a bad $8,000. Last 
week ‘One Sunday Afternon’ (Par) 
and stage show was little better at 
$8,500. 

Keith’s (Switow) (1,200; 15-25), 
‘Lit‘!2 Giant’ (WB). Newly redec- 
orated inside :nd out, this ancient 
house started off very mildly with 
$1,750 on its opening week. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-40). 
Seven acts vaude headlining Charlie 
Foy. Still not able to get going and 
is faltering at $4,000, bad. Last 
week the business was only a shade 
better with Rimacs topping seven 
acts and a gross of $4,506. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew's) (2,800; 
25-40), ‘Penthouse’ (MG). Slum- 
bering on rock bottom with a dis- 
mal $2,900. Last week ‘Masquerader’ 
(UA), $2,750, new low. 


Anson Weeks Banc 
With ‘Penthouse’ at 
Warfield, SF, Big 24G 


San Francisco, Sept. 18. 

It’s an Anson Weeks’ week as 
that Hotel Mark Hopkins maestro 
with his dance band, coupled with 
the pic ‘Penthouse’ stuffs the box- 
office of the Warfield. Looks like 
a lot of hot weather coming up, but 
if it remains decently cool, entire 
town ought to get a biz break, espe- 
cially the Warfield. 


‘Penthouse’ is backed by the usual 
Hearst fanfare for Cosmopolitan 
productions, and Weeks has been a 
Frisco prodigal son for some years, 
and this is his first theatre date. 
He’s a natural for this house. 


Golden Gate finding the road 
rocky with Pitts and Summerville in 
‘Her First Mate,’ team usually doing 
well here but not up to snuff this 
time, 

‘This Day and Age’ a Cecil De- 
Mille-r was due into the Fox Para- 
mount, but F-WC made a sudden 
and mysterious turnover of that and 
three other films to United Artists. 
‘Age’ is there now, but doing poorly. 
‘Tugboat Annie’ got two swell 
weeks at the Paramount and a 
transfer to the Fox Embassy where 
it will hit a satisfactory sum. 

Fox hitting its usual average with 
‘One Year Later’ and ‘His Private 
Secretary,’ while St.-Francis ditto 
with ‘Shanghai Madness’ and ‘Mid- 
night Club.’ 

Fox goes off the double bill diet 
Sept. 30 when Ted Fio Rito’s band 
opens and that second film is elim- 
inated. Price remains same, 15 and 
25c. 

William B. Wagnon announces 
Orpheum will open Friday (22) with 
stage shows by Fanchon & Marco, 
with Rube Wolf. Picture unan- 
nounced until Monday. 

Estimates for This Week 


Embassy (FWC) ‘Tugboat Annie’ 








(MG). After two weeks and nearly 
45 grand at the Paramount, $5,000 
looks pretty good here. Second 
week of Arliss in ‘Voltaire’ (WB) 
was $4,000. 

Fox (Leo) (5,000; 15-25), ‘One 


Year Later’ (1st Div.) and ‘His Pri- 
vate Secretary’ (Coop). Moving at 
usual $7,800. Last week was up to 
$9,000 with ‘Laughing at Life’ (Maj) 
and ‘Notorious’ (Maj). 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65), ‘Her First Mate’ (U) and vaude. 
Pitts-Summerville not doing the biz 
this time. $11,000, fair. ‘One Man’s 
Journey’ (RKO) was equally weak 
last week, slipping to $10,500. 

Paramount (FWC) (3,700; 30-40- 
55), ‘One Sunday Afternoon’ (Par). 
Failing to click and $10,000 doubtful, 
while second week of ‘Tugboat 
Annie’ (MG) hit $14,000 last stanza. 


St. Francis (FWC) (1,500; 25-40), 
‘Shanghai Madness’ (Fox) and ‘Mid- 
night Club’ (Par). Good cast names 
in latter helping to $7,500. It was 
$7,800 on last week’s ‘Arizona to 
Broadway’ (Fox) and ‘She Had to 
Say Yes’ (WB). 

United Artists (1,400; 25-35-50), 
‘Day and Age’ (Par). Originally set 
for F-WC showing b.t in here ina 
surprise shift, doing lightly, $7,500. 
‘Masquerader’ (UA) disappointed 
with $6,000 its second stanza. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,300; 35-55-65), 
‘Penthouse’ (MG) and stage show 
with Anson Weeks’ band. Weeks’ 
a magnet and pic helping to prob- 
able big $24,000. Last week’s ‘Dr. 
Bull’ (Fox) with Peggy Hopkins 
Joyce on stage for a bow got nearly 
$21,000, a pleasant surprise with 
Peggy responsible for the younger 
ones not attracted by Will Rogers. 





Lincoln’s 2d Vaudfilmer 
Also Set for Nice Trade 


Lincoin, Sept. 18. 

Vaude seems to be the trend now 
here, but it looks like it may be 
further proof of the old adage about 
Ptoo many ccoks. The marvelous 
turnout which has been accorded 
the Orpheum’s presentation of 
stage shows and the money it’s 
making for the Indies has excited 
the LTC into brushing up the Lin- 
coln theatre stage, putting the 
sound turrets on castors and open- 
ing Monday (18) with the second 
flesh stand. 

This week the Orpheum brings in 
Paul Cholet’s 20-people show and 
if he’s even half as successful in 
keeping the audience entertained as 
was Lillian McCardell with her re- 
vue last week, the house will still 
make money. George Monroe, man- 
ager of this house, has invoked a 
midnite show policy each Friday 
night «»d with the college co-eds 
in town with late leave, it’s a money 
maker. This is only a small idea of 
how good it'll be when football sea- 
son gets swinging and the amuse- 
ment mob which will be on the 
streets on the eve of these engage- 
ments. 

Joe Cooper’s franchise on RKO 
stage presentation gets an airing 
also with the billing of three acts 
in the Lincoln, so its looks like flesh 
is all the stuff. Something like 
talking pictures when they hit about 
four years ago, a great number of 
people about town have hoped for 
one vaude stand over the past cou- 
ple of years, but very few ever 
thought the day would come when 
two would get in. 

Money and patronage still goes to 
those shows which have the price 
appeal, although money seems quite 
a bit freer. Something will have to 
be done with the Stuart, ‘standing 
like a white elephant with a straight 
pic policy—and not too good pics at 
that—and asking a price twice as 
high as the flesh-pic combos. Musi- 
cian’s union reps hang around all 
the houses and corner the managers 
every chance they get about-a local 
band. So far, the shoulder they get 
is mighty icy. 

Estimates for This Week 
Liberty (Indie TC) (1,400; 10) 
‘Black Beauty’ (Mono) and serial 
to match. Will be a smash hit here, 
$1,100. Last week ‘Eleventh Com- 
mandment’ (Allied) and ‘Night 
Rider’ (Mono), split, with serials to 
match a bit weak, $900. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-15-25- 
40) ‘Mary Stevens, M.D.’ (WB) and 
vaude. Making the second vaude 
stand here, should fare well, $3,000. 
Last week ‘Double Harness’ (RKO) 
was a fair taker, $1,700. 

Orpheum (Indie TC) (1,400; 10- 
15-25) ‘Vanity Street’ (Col) and 
Paul Cholet’s ‘Keep Moving Idea’ 
on the stage. Will keep this house 
way up in the money, $3,000. Last 
week ‘Tarzan, the Fearless’ (Prin), 
and the stage presentation of Lil- 
lian McCardell’s ‘Show of Shows,’ 
with a midnight showing exhausted 
superlatives in this spot with a 
marvelous $3,300. 

State (Indie TC) (500; 10-15-25) 
‘Brief Moment’. (Col). Looks just 
average, $800. Last week ‘Shriek in 
the Night’ (Col), faired $850. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-35-55- 
60) ‘Paddy’ (Fox). Can’t possibly 
be worth anything with all the low- 
priced competish available around 
town, doubtful $2,200. Last week 
‘Doctor Bull’ (Fox), only fair, $2,400. 


CINCY GENERALLY UP, 
TORCH, ‘LADY? 106 


Cinéinnati, Sept. 18. 

Cinema trade in the main is 
showing a comfy boost over last 
week, when sultry weather, a sud- 
den slump in practically all lines of 
biz, holding of the national ama- 
teur golf championship on a local 
course and closing of a 42-day rac- 
ing meet at the Coney Island track 
combined to cause most exhibs to 
resort to red ink. 

‘Lady for a Day’ and ‘Torch Sing- 
er’ are nip and tuck for high re- 
ceipts currently. Vaudefilm' in 
fourth week at the Palace has 
fetched but so-so returns thus far. 

During last week’s general flop, 
the Reds, cellar champs of the Na- 
tional League, didn’t draw enough 
fans at the final home game with 
the pennant-chasing Giants to pay 
for balls, and the management saved 
money by calling off the contest un- 
der the alibi of threatening rain. At- 
tendance at Redland Field this sea- 
son has been the lightest in Cincy’s 
big league history. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-44) — 
‘Torch Singer’ (Par). Claudette Col- 
hert and blurb for $10,000, slow. 
Last week ‘Seng of Songs’ (Par) 
same. 
tr -Palace (RKO) (2,600: 35-44)— 
‘Moonlight and Pretzels’ (U) and 
Lillian Miles the vaude headliner. A 
fair $12,000 in sight. Last week ‘Rig 
Executive’ (Par) and Al Trahan the 
stage headliner, $8,500, poor. 





Capitol (RKO) (2.000; 35-44)— 
‘Lady for a Day’ (Col). Bouqueted 
by cricks and extra ad plugged. 





‘Morning Glory’ (RKO), which was 
treated to a Hollywood premiere at 
a single screening Friday (8) in 
celebration of theatre's reopening at 
75-$1, was a fragrant b.o. bloom for 
$8,800. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,394; 25-44) — 
‘Shanghai Madness’ (Fox). Spen- 
cer Tracy of most importance in 
take of $6,000, fairish. Last week 
‘One Man’s Journey’ (RKO) $7,200, 
oke. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,500; 30-44)— 
‘Bureau of Missing Persons’ (WB). 
Much additional ad space used to 
sensationalize sex angle. Tabbing 
$6.000, oke. Last week ‘Life of Jim- 
my Dolan’ (WB) $4,000, poor. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 20-30)— 

‘Zoo in Budapest’ (Fox), ‘It’s Great 
to Be Alive’ (Fox) and ‘Mama Loves 
Papa’ -(Par), second runs, split, 
thrice weekly changes. Not more 
than $1,500, mild. Last week ‘T 
Love That Man’ (Par), ‘The Nuis- 
ance’ (MG) and ‘Gambling Ship’ 
(Par), split repeats, $1,800. 
Grand (RKO) (1,025; 20-25-30-35) 
—‘Her Bodyguard’ (Par) and ‘Don't 
Bet on Love’ (U). Split. $2,000, 
fair. Last week ‘Big Brain’ (RKO) 
and ‘Disgraced’ (Par), split, $1,400, 
new low. 


Ptsbg. Billing Kay 
Over Edw. G., $11,500, 
Good, ‘Bureau’ Nifty 








Pittsburgh, Sept. 18. 

Two or three sizzling Friday 
afternoon openings permitted ‘main 
stem for most part to withstand big 
night drop during three-hour NRA 
trade, and indications point to these 
same sites being able to build up 
enough reserve as well for indicated 
drop tomorrow (19) when Pitts- 
burgh goes to polls. It’s a hot pri- 
mary around here this year and Pa 
Pitt is expected to stick pretty close 
to the radio all day listening in on 
returns. 


Despite these trade influences, it 
looks like an okay week in at least 
three of downtown’s first run stands. 
‘I Loved a Woman’ hitting for a 
neat $11,500, or even better, at 
Stanley, which is plenty all right. 
Curious thing about this one is that 
Kay Francis for the most part. is 
being billed above Robinson. Lat- 
ter hasn’t meant a lot locally, while 
Francis has been building steadily, 
with advertising department wisely 
playing up the femme angle. Some 
circus exploitation and __ ballyhoo 
sent ‘Bureau of Missing Persons’ 
off to flying start at Warner and 
pictures of Ross-Canzoneri fight 
also proving helpful. Should gather 
around $6,250, best here in some 
time. 
‘This Day and Age’ looks like a 
wash-out at Penn. Picture gener- 
ally disliked and DeMille, sans cast 
names, isn’t enough to bring ’em 
in. Will be lucky to collect $7,000, 
Estimates for This Week 
Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-30-40) 
‘Brief Moment’ (Col). Just another 
picture and bears little or no re- 
lation at all to stage play from 
which it was presumably adapted. 
Will,have to struggle to collect $2,- 
200, not so hot. Last week ‘Laugh- 
ing at Life’ (Mascot), just short of 
$2,000. 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15- 
25-40) ‘Tarzan, the Fearless’ (In- 
die). Playing the first seven reels 
of this serial as a feature in itself, 
with no hint to audience that there’s 
more to come. Got off to a great 
start, with kids flocking, and should 
have easy sailing to a neat $4,500. 
Last week ‘Midnight Mary’ (MG), 
a surprise click at $5,100. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50) ‘This Day and Age’ (Par). An 
out-and-out dud, with no prospects 
of even getting its head above 
water. Comments generally un- 
favorable, and ‘A DeMille Produc- 
tion’ can’t possibly overcome com- 
plete lack of marquee names. About 
$7,000, pretty awful. Last week 
‘Masquerader’ (UA) underestimated 
somewhat, closing strong at $13,000. 
with only terrific heat holding it 
from at least a 15 grand session. 
Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50) 
‘I Loved a Woman’ (FN). Kay 
Francis topping Robinson in most 
of the billing and she’s getting the 
femmes. Everything looks hunky- 
dory at $11,500 and with any break 
at all should even top that. Last 
week ‘One Man’s Journey’ (RKO) 
just fair at $8,500. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50) 
‘Bureau of Missing Persons’ (WB). 
Strictly an exploitation and ballyhoo 
picture and WB advertising staff 
made the most of it. Their cam- 
paign redeeming itself, too, for all 
signs point to an excellent $6,500. 
Canzoneri-Ross fight pictures also 
helpful. Last week ‘Morning Glory’ 
(RKO), brought here directly from 
great week at Stanley, finished sur- 








Pecling a rosy $10,000. Last week 


prisingly strong at $5,000. 


‘Lady for Day’ Is Mpls.’ Current Wow | 
At $11,000; ‘Paddy’ Also Oke, $8,000 


Minneapolis, Sept. 18. 


Jumping from $4,500 to what 
looks like better than $10,000, the 
Orpheum for one of the few times 
is showing its heels to all other 
local opposition currently. It’s tak- 
ing the play away from the usual 
loop leader, the State, with straight 
pictures, too. ‘Lady for a Day’ is 
turning the trick. This attraction 
takes its place with ‘Kid from Spain’ 
as the best screen box-office bet the 
house has had since it abandoned 
vaudeville as a steady diet. 


‘Paddy,’ at the State, isn’t a dud 
by any means. In the face of much 
Orpheum opposition it is building. 


‘Maedchen in Uniform’ did suffi- 
ciently well at the World last week 
to warrant its retention for another 
week and may run a third. 


Also making a bid for favor is 
‘Captured,’ with Leslie Howard a 
real name here. Picture is quite 
an attraction for the 25c. Lyric. 
‘One Sunday Afternoon’ at the Cen- 
tury has been encountering rather 
tough sleddine after a good open- 
ing. That Publix house had two 
good weeks in a row with ‘Another 
Language’ and ‘Three Cornered 
Moon.’ Cool weather is an aid all 
around. The same can be said for 
the departure of Aimee Semple 
McPherson. 

Estimates for This Week 

State (Publix) (2,200; 40) ‘Paddy’ 
(Fox). Gaynor and Baxter good 
box-office and picture well liked. 
Has the toughest Orpheum opposi- 
tion in many a moon and takings 
suffer accordingly; may reacn 
pretty good $8,000, hawever. Last 
week, ‘Song of Songs’ (Par), $8,500, 
pretty good. 

Orpheum (Singer) (2,890; 40) 
‘Lady for a Day’ (Col). A sensation 
here with critics and customers 
showering it with enthusiastic 
praise. Great exploitation campaign 
by Manager Emil Franke helped. 
One of best openings house ever 
has had with straight pictures. 
Likely to be held over, first time 
this ever has happened here; more 
than $11,000 indicated, splendid. 


Last week, ‘One Man’s Journev 
(RKO), only six days to permit 
‘Lady for a Day’ to open on Friday; 
$4,200, fair. 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 40)— 
‘One Sunday Afternoon’ (Par). 
Cooper a magnet; maybe $2,300, 


light. Last week, ‘Three Cornered 
Moon’ (Par) $5,000, fine. 

World (Steffes) (300; 50-75)— 
‘Maedchen in Uniform’ (Filmchoice) 
(2nd week)—‘Critics rave, but audi- 
ence appeal not so wide. Probably 
$1,500, pretty good. First week $1,- 
700, oke. 

Uptown (Publix) (1.200; 35)— 
‘Stranger’s Return’ (MG). Should 
reach $2,500, okeh. Last week ‘Dou- 
bie Harness’ (RKO) $2,000, fair. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 25)—‘Cap- 
tured’ (WB). Leslie Howard quite 
an attraction for this house. Should 
reach $3,500, good. Last week ‘Big 
Executive’ (Par), $2,000, poor. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25) — 

‘When Ladies Meet’ (MG). Second 
loop run, anniversary week, about 
$700 indicated, not so hot. Last 
week ‘Whoopee’ (UA) revival, $800, 
light. 
Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘Bed of 
Roses’ (RKO), ‘Narrow Corner’ 
(FN) and ‘To the Last Man’ (Par), 
first two second loop runs; latter, 
first-run, split. Looks like $500, 
light. Last week ‘Mayor of Hell’ 
(WB), ‘Silk Express’ (WB) and 
‘Private Detective’ (WB), second 
runs, $550, light. 


PRETZELS, COLMAN, 
‘GLORY’ STRONG IN PORT 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 18. 
Parker's Broadway revived b.o. 
figures of the good old days with A! 
Pearce’s Radio Gang stage unit lin 
ing them up at the b.o. before the 
first show opened. Pace kept up for 
five days, getting that house dou- 








ble its average gross. Pic was 
‘Heroes for Sale’ and registered 
okay. First two days hung out the 
SRO sign. 


‘Tugboat Annie’ finally closed at 
Parker’s United Artists after four 
strong weeks. While grosses were 
lower than past house records, at- 
tendance for the four weeks set the 
house record for all time. UA fol- 
lowing this week with ‘The Mas- 
querader,’ and it looks like another 
big biz getting run. Pic well ex- 
ploited. 

Hamrick’s Music Box closed a 
quiet second week of ‘Voltaire.’ 
First week got results in a big way 
for that house. ‘Morning Glory’ 
goes in this week, but lacked 
enough exploitation to make it seem 
likely to hold. 

Liberty (Evergreen) took on a 
new b.o. chapter with ‘Dr. Bull’ last 
week, putting that house into the 
biggest money since reopening. 
House upped top nite admish from 
25e to 40c and no squawks. This 





(Continued on page 23) 
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Nott: one year ago another surprise picture 
produced by Charles R. Rogers and directed by 
Ralph Murphy went out and cleaned up the big- 
gest grosses of the Fall. This picture was 70,000 
Witnesses”... “GOLDEN HARVEST” with its un- 
usual story angle, splendid acting and astute direc- 


tion offers the same possibilities to all showmen. 
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| BERKELEY SQUARE 


Lasky production and Fox re- 
Leslie Howard and 
Heather Angel. Directed by Frank Lloyd. 
Adapted by Sonya Levien and John L. 
Ralderston from Balderston's play of eame 
title. Photography, Ernest Palmer; sets, 
William Darling; musical direction, Louis 


Jesse lL. 
lease. Features 


De Francesco; costumes, William Darling. 
At the Gaiety, N. Y., om two-a-day run, 
Sept. 13. Running time, 87 mins. 
Peter Standish. ..........++.. Leslie Howard 
Helen Pettigrew......... »--Heather Angel 
Kate Pettigrew........ee+0.- Valerie Taylor 
Lady Ann Pettigrew......... Irene Browne 
Dare. War Wick veccrcasoseccases Beryl Mercer 
Tom Pettigrew........ Colin Keith-Johnston 
Major Climtom..cccicrecosecced Alan Mowbray 
Duchess of Devonshire....Juliette Compton 
Marjorie Frant.............. Betty Lawford 
BES. “TMrOetle. «090 ose Ferdinand Gottschalk 
The American Ambassador..Samuel Hinds 
Sir Joshua Reynolds........... Olaf Hytten 
Oe PTT ----David Torrence 
‘Berkeley Square’ is an imag- 


inative, beautiful and well handled 
production that is not likely, how- 
ever, to get very far in the b.o. race. 
Picture exudes class from the first 
reel and has many things in its 
favor, plus the fact that the news- 
paper critics are likely to turn eu- 
logistic handsprings for it. Negat- 
ing this, however, are the cold, 
down-to-earth facts that it is an 
unbelievable story, very slow in 
tempo and execution, dialoged in 
English * rather than American 
speech, and has practically an all- 
British cast. 

Film’s greatest weakness is this 
pro-British atmosphere. Only likely 
argument against that is that the 
picture will pick up a lot of money 
in England this way, as did ‘Caval- 
cade.’ It must be remembered, how- 
ever, that ‘State Fair,’ completely 
Yankee, without any British back- 
ground, atmosphere or names, has 
done almost as well thus far in 
Britain as did ‘Cavalcade.’ And Fox, 
having made all three films, ought 
to realize it easiest. Point being, 
seemingly, that it isn’t necessary to 
bend over backwards for British ef- 
fects to get British business—and, 
when doing so, endanger business 
results on this side. 

It's troublesome, this English 
versus American thing. No sense 
of trying to avoid the issue, there’s 
a definite feeling in most U. S. the- 
atres against ‘English’ dialog and 
mouthin= of words. Perhaps it’s 
true that Americans are the ones 
who've perverted the language, but 
there it is. Few months ago an 
indie American producer bought 
some British films and redubbed 
them with American sound tracks, 
improving their box office value 
considerably. British producers, 
also, have been sending for U. S. 
actors and dialog writers, with the 
same thing in mind. The British 
will take American dialog; Ameri- 
cans will not accept British dialog. 
They don’t understand it. There 
will be many sections of the country 
where customers will completely fail 
to understand sections of ‘Berkeley 
Square.’ 

Leslie Howard is the only name 
in the cast that has any sort of 
film standing in the United States. 
And how much his name means, 
outside the ace houses in the cosmo- 
politan keys, is debatable. Also the 
picture hasn’t much background to 
depend on. As a stage play in New 
York, it got a healthy 50-odd week 
run, but notable about the engage- 
ment was the fact that the balcony 
seats couldn’t be given away gratis. 
It was strictly a downstairs car- 
riage trade affair, which goes double 
in spades for the film. Fox has 
given the picture a grand produc- 
tion. The atmosphere of Berkeley 
Square, London, is resurrected al- 
most perfectly, as it is today, and 
presumably as it was in the 18th 
century. There’s a devotion to de- 
tail and atmospherics that is al- 
most painfully exacting. Leslie 
Howard in the same role he played 
on the stage (he produced the stage 
play himself) is as near perfection 
as can be hoped for in screen char- 
acterization. The rest of the cast 
is more than adequate, although, 
again from an American standpoint, 
it is to be deplored that more Ameri- 
can faces (for benefit of box office) 
were not used in at least a few 
spots. 

Story of ‘Berkeley Square’ is still 
another variation of Mark Twain’s 
‘A Connecticut Yankee in King 
Arthur’s Court.’ Where Twain used 
the idea of flashing a character into 


another century for fun, however, 
Balderston takes the thing very 
seriously. Balderston's character, 


Peter Standish, moves back into a 
spot used by one of his forefathers 
and falls in love with a gal of that 


period. It’s a new kind of love 
story. A character of one genera- 


tion in love with a character of an- 
other generation and an unhappy 
ending, naturally. Most audiences 
are going to fight with that idea, 
as handled. It’ll be beyond the or- 
dinary ticket purchaser’s ken. Sock 
a man on the head and show a 
dream where he’s doing crazy things, 
okay. But to have him arbitrarily 
walk off into another century and 
back—well, it’s just too much. 
In the direction, Frank Lloyd has 
handled the film simply and with 
great sensitivity, just as he did 
‘Cavalcade.’ Sonya Levien and John 
Balderston did a nice job on the 
adaptation, again with restraint. 
Howard in the lead role is, as men- 
tioned, almost _ perfect. Heather 
Angel, as the girl, turns in a splen- 
did performance, also, and shows 
herself to be capable of going far 
in films. Other roles are capably 


and adequately handled, without be- 

ing esnecially outstanding, no other 

roles, in fact, being very big ones. 
Kauf 








Ross-Canzoneri Fight 


Filmed at Polo Grounds, New York. 
Sept. 12, by Garden Films, Inc.: presented 
by Tim Mara in association with Mrs. 
William Randolph Hearst's Free Milk 
Fund. At Rialto, N. ¥Y. Running time 28 
minutes, 

Camera depicts the ring battle 
between Barney Ross of Chicago 
and Tony Canzoneri of New York 
as being more exciting than the 


bout proved to be to those at the 
Polo Grounds last week. Patent 
reason is the roar of the crowd. 
Film shows how close the contest 
was, being almost as even as the 
first meeting of the pair early in 
the summer, when Canzy lost the 
title to Ross. But picture gives the 
breaks to Tony, clearly catching 
several right hooks to Ross’ head, 
which sent him off his balance. The 
ex-champ’s leading and_ scoring 
caught the eye of one boxing judge 
to such an extent that he voted for 
Canzy. Actually, Barney's left hand 
points won the award for him. 


It is a good fight picture because 
of the plentitude of action, the film 
itself being doctored and cut. That 
was evident from the running time, 
held inside of 30 minutes, whereas 
the 15-round bout takes 45 minutes 
without introductory and _ finale 
stuff and minus the minute rest pe- 
riods. Rest periods eliminated ex- 
cept showing men going to and 
from their corners. 

Picture is interesting in several 
ways other than the actual milling. 
Microphone for the sound recording 
was spotted directly over the center 
of the ring, and when the referee 
instructed the fighters his voice was 
clearly caught. What the ref tells 
the fighters is something the fans 
never do hear. In this case the con- 
testants were warned that holding 
would bring disqualification and 
when one of the fighters’ managers 
asked what he meant the ref (Ar- 
thur Donovan) told him quick and 
hot. 


It was evident that the sound 
track was dubbed because there are 
roars from the crowd at times when 
the action shows no particular rea- 
son for undue excitement. At other 
points when the fans near the ring- 
side are seen to jump to their feet, 
the yelling of the crowd should 
have been heaviest, but nothing 
came out other than the hum of 
excitement carried _ throughout. 
Technical errors also noticed in the 
clanging of the bell. It rang mostly 
at the wrong time. Accuracy in 
that was noticed only at the start 
and the final round. 

However, film shows a fast en- 
counter and should draw fight fans 
who read that it was a close deci- 
sion. They can decide for them- 
selves, and according to which man 
they favored. Ibee. 


BEAUTY FOR SALE 


Metro production and release, featuring 
Madge Evans, Alice Brady, Una Merkel 
and Otto Kruger. Directed by Richard 
Boleslavsky. Adapted by Zelda Sears and 
Eve Greene from the novel, ‘Beauty’ by 
Faith Baldwin. Cameraman, James Howe. 
Associate producer, Lucien Hubbard. Film 










editor, Blanche Sewell. At Capitol, New 
York, week Sept. 15. Running time, 85 
mins, 

DOPUCh. <peees cbeéebeeneeee ee Madge’ Evans 
Bere, BMOTWOSE . cc cssccscccctesé Alice Brady 
Sherwood .... -Otto Kruger 
CAPO .c.cccesconse --.-Una Merkel 
Mrs. Merrick..... ...-May Robson 
Burt Barton..... Phillips Holmes 
BEES <eccnewures ase --..-Eddie Nugent 
Peete WOR: «cccsetesenes Hedda Hopper 
POO waséeesvsasses --Florine McKinney 
Hortense ..... beneeeceeeesas Isobel Jewell 
Mrs. Lawson...... eee cheveee Louise Carter 
Robert. Abbott...... S0etoscseus John Roche 
CG was weéeneenctevne Charles Grapewin 


Picture has a lot of the elements 
that make box-office, including a 
title with spicy inference and senti- 
mental romantic angles that will 
appeal to a large. section of fem- 
inine fans. It ought to spell better 
than average. It will probably make 
a good deal more money than it 
deserves on literary merit. To tell 
the truth, the subject is a bit trashy 
in purpose; strictly pulp material, 
but neatly dressed and shrewdly 
hoked for superficial taste. 

fZasically it is the well 
formula of the beautiful lass who 
finds herself almost treading the 
the primrose path, is happily 
saved from heartaches and 
thanks to a miraculous’ break 
in luck gets the tall, handsome, rich 
man for her legal own. The stenog- 
raphers and the flaps of various 
other designations revel in this sort 


worn 


its 


of stuff and it almost invariably 
pays the producer fairly hand- 
somely. 


This one grades a bit above the 
average of the screen run of sugar- 
coated sin subjects in that it has 
a capital vein of incidental comedy 
provided by Una Merkel doing a 
breezy gold digger in her most per- 
suasive manner, and another by 
Alice Brady functioning as a skit- 
tish blonde wife and making the 
role stand out vastly beyond its 
deserts by sheer force of expert 


trouping in a field that is away 
from her forte. 
By the way, this in the second 


comedy role Miss Brady has played 
in the last two starts, other being 
the gossipy friend in ‘When Ladies 
Meet.’ It would be interesting to 
learn in detail how she happened to 
come to holiday right after her con- 


spicuous success in ‘Mourning Be- 
comes Electra’ and drops into a 
series of light parts. It’s a great 


tribute to the flexible quality of her 








Miniature Reviews 


‘Berkeley Square’ (Fox). 
Beautiful ind imaginative 
story, with a brilliant per- 


formance by Leslie Howard, 
but too far above the heads of 
ordinary theatre-goers and too 
British in tempo and execution 
to break any box office records. 


‘Beauty for Sale’ (M-G-M). 
Pulp magazine fiction, made for 
subway-riding stenographers, 
made into first rate commer- 
cial film. Romantic hoke skill- 
fully dressed up and hoked 
with comedy into an eminently 
saleable release. Alice Brady 
and Una Merkel’s comedy 
flair the sales point. 

‘F. P. 1’ (Fox). British-made 
picture from a German source. 
Intelligent and novel idea ~with 
a couple of names that mean 
something over here. A fair 
grosser where exploited, with 
plenty of publicity angle. 

‘Blue Room Mystery’ (U). 
Nice programmer of the thrill- 
er calibre that ought to satisfy 
where films of this sort can 
draw. Good cast of names to 
help puH ‘em in. 

‘Mr. Broadway’ (B’way-Hol- 
lywood). On strength of its 
novelty in following a Broad- 
way columnist, Ed Sullivan, 
on his nightly rounds, and with 
many names for exploitation 
purposes, looks like a profit- 
maker. As entertainment, aside 
from the novelty ingredient, 
below par. Production value, 
photography, etc., under indie 
average. 

‘The Fugitive’ (Mono). Un- 
original western theme with 
Rex Bell. Strictly for west- 
ern addicts. 











acting. Fact that she played both 
roles in a manner to win acclaim 
tells a volume for her many-sided 
skill and argues that, with luck in 
casting, she ought to win a high 
place in screen public esteem. There 
aren’t many actresses in Hollywood 
who can do Electras and comic 
wives, too. 

Treatment would be a bit maud- 
lin were it not for the generous use 
of comedy incidental and herein 
one notes that the expert hand of 
Zelda Sears had a part in its mak- 
ing. This all around trouper knows 
her mob and one is led to wonder 
why her name doesn’t more often 
appear in the screen credits. 

Atmosphere of 2 beauty shop 
gives the story a grand opportunity 
for sophisticated slants along laugh 
lines, such as pompous dowagers 
ridiculous in mud packs exchanging 
spicy double entendre and all the 
sort of stuff the girl fans of all grades 
and all ages go for. Indeed, the 
treatment makes mediocre material 
into first-rate commercial product 
and raises all over again that old 
controversial question—to wit, why 
don’t women have a larger hand in 
handling the literary side of pic- 
tures whose fortunes for the most 
part are dictated by the petticoat 
element of the public? 

Madge Evans who gets the major 
billing, delivers her usual effect— 
that of a ravishing beauty who 
somehow in straight parts registers 
as neutral. She’s lovely, graceful, 
charming, but in some vague way 
doesn’t convey that electric fem- 
ininity that marks the exceptional 
actress. General effect here is that 
of a bathing beauty—she has one 
bathing suit sequence, by the way— 
playing a straight sympathetic role 
and remaining in effect just a bath- 
ing beauty. Picture really belongs 
to Misses Brady and Merkel and 
when comedy seconds stand out of 
romantic pictures, there’s something 
the matter with the technique of 
the heroine. 

Otto Kruger doesn’t get his teeth 
into his leading role, for once. Prob- 
ably it’s the fault of the part, but 
Charles Grapewin makes a trivial 
bit somehow stick in the mind. 
Phillips Holmes is in a submerged 
characterization. ” 


Production is in the best mode 
and, thanks to the comedy i-im- 
mings, its 85 minutes don’t seem 
that long. Rush. 


THIS IS THE LIFE 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Sept. 10. 
Lion production and release. 
by Albert de Courville In cast: 
Harker, Binnie Hale, and others. 
7,100 feet. Previewed Prince Ed- 
London, Sept.~7 


British 
Directec 
Gordon 
Length, 
ward theatre, 


Harker and Binnie Hale 
are starred. Both names are valu- 
able here. The production is first 
rate, the cast is competent, anki the 
story, though machine-made, is 
practically excellent for the masses. 
It is sure-fire comedy, descending 
into roaring farce from time to 
time, with the high spot when the 
stars sing the famous ‘Il Trovatore’ 


duet. 
Jole. 


Bound to make money. ~ 


Gordon 
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(BRITISH MADE) 


Gaumont British pr 


lease Directed by Karl Hartl Features 
Leslie Fenton, Conrad V t. Jill Esmond. 
Story by Walter Reisch, Kurt Siodmak; 
Robert Stevenson, Peter McFarlane, dialog; 
Walter Reisch, scena Gunther-Rittau, 
Konstantin Tschet, imera; Fritz Thiery, 
sound; Allan Gray, mus Rowland Leigh, 
Donovan Parsons, lyrics At the Old Roxy, 
yeek commencing Sept. 15. Running time, 
74 mins, 

EIPORED. scececeees : Leslie Fento! 
Soc ceeseccecticssoccccs ORS. Wet 
CORREO Os ove esecenses cot Jill Esmond 
Din cabs ume sono vaedseee George Merritt 
Photographer........ -.-Donald Calthorp 
os Gael, sovencesb eas . Warwick Ward 
ys atectestéueete Dr. Philip Manning 





Originally this was known as ‘F. 
P. 1 Doesn’t Answer,’ made by Ufa 
in Germany. Film did so well that 
it was one of those on which Ufa 
remade in English with box office 
names slipped in. German made, 
but classed as British through its 
releasing connection. Comes in as 
a Fox release through the Gaumont 
affiliation. 

Idea is novel, but the title will 
require plenty of exploitation. For- 
tunately the material is right at 
hand. Pushed over, this should be 
a fair grosser off the de luxe houses, 
for it is well made with good pho- 
tography and lighting, sound that 
is well recorded, and generally good 
direction and acting. 

Picture falls short of best result 
partly because of the English ac- 
cents of the players; pretty thick 
in the case of the minor characters, 
and some may not like the delibera- 
tion of some of the action, done in 
the slow, ponderous manner of the 
early German era, with persons 
walking with measured tread in an 
effort to achieve rhythm, and some- 
times overboard on trick photog- 
raphy with two to five or six scenes 
in the same frame. There is also 
frequent recourse to machinery in 
motion, also for benefit of the 
tempo, and a too slow development 
of the story, which never does suc- 
ceed in lashing itself into a fury. 
Some good moments, a few of which 
are spoiled by amateurish actors in 
mob scenes, but there never arises 
the feeling that the protagonists are 
in grave danger or fear that the 
wrong man may get the girl—in 
spite of her promise. 

F. P. is prier for ‘floating plat- 
form’ and refers to an artificial is- 
land anchored in mid-Atlantic for 
airships. Only antagonistic plot de- 
velopment is the desire of a rival 
to put the island out of business. “A 
tool is introduced in the crew and 
he opens the seacocks. There is a 
fight which is heard by trans-At- 
lantic telephone and the girl, fearful 
for her fiance, persuades a former 
flame to fly her to the island. He 
figures its a new inside for him and 
is sore when he sees otherwise, but 
eventually he is persuaded to fly for 
help and he voluntarily drops out 
of the picture. 

There is a vivid shooting scene 
toward the close and the mob stuff 
packs some appeal in spite of the 


fact that the mass players lack 
training, which hurts to some ex- 
tent. In spite of top billing going 


to Leslie Fenton, the honors go to 
Conrad Veidt, who is something of 
a novelty in a non-makeup assign- 
ment. He does very well by it. Fen- 
ton is conventional as the nominal 
hero and Jill Esmond walks through 
nicely, but never runs a tempera- 
ture. It’s good English product but 
not yet competition with Holly- 
wood on the finer points. Chic. 


I WAS A SPY 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Sept. 5. 


production, released 
Directed by Victor Sa- 
Carroll, Conrad 
Edmund Gwenn 
Re- 


Gaumont-British 
through W. & F. 
ville. In cast: Madeleine 
Veidt, Herber® Marshall, 
and others. Length, 8,200 feet approx. 
viewed Tivoli theatre, London, Sept. 4. 


The producers of this picture set 
out to turn out a super film. Money 
was lavishly and intelligently spent. 
Subject has great merit and would 
have a chance in the States. 

Story is based on the life of Mar- 
tha Cnockhaert, a Belgian girl who 
was an Allied spy in the World 
War. 

A reproduction of the Belgian vil- 
lage, where most of the action takes 
place, is most realistic, and the 
German troops of occupation, head- 
ed by Kommandant Conrad Veidt, 
are fine. Their military equipment 
is remarkable. 

The acting honors go to Made- 
leine Carroll as the fine-spirited 
young girl. Veidt as the head of the 
German troops looked his part; Ed- 
mund Gwenn made a realistic bur-~ 
gzomaster; and Herbert Marshall 
was a first-rate Herbert Marshall. 

One of the main generic criticisms 
on British film productions in the 
past was the fact the minor roles 
were almost invariably played by 
incompetents. Such criticism can- 
not be made against ‘I Was a Spy’. 
The minor parts are in the hands of 
such well-known players as Sir 
Gerald du Maurier, who despite hid- 
ing behind whiskers and a German 
accent was still Sir Gerald; Nigel 
Bruce, Donald Calthrop and others 
of like standing. 

Half an hour deleted would make 
a much faster progression of the 
plot and would prove more satisfy- 
ing. The picture ranks high here 
and should do well in the States. 

Jolo. 








'as a Broadway travelog 


Secret of Blue Room 


lL) i vy Ku N 

hill screen iy ind 
Hurlbut; photograph 
the Rialt N. 7 S 
ning time, 61 mins 
R von Hellsdo \ il 
Irer von Hellsdort ‘ Gloria Stuart 
Capt. Walter Brink Paul Lukas 
Commissioner Foster \ id 
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Americanization of a German 
mystery yarn which ought to do 
well in the smaller spots. Attrac- 
tively, though inexpensively, pro- 


duced and ought to end in the win 


column. Was made in Germany for 


Universal so story cost is gratis. 
Kurt Neumann, former German, 
who knew enough about the orig- 
inal to translate it and give it 
American pacing and tempo, di- 
rected. 

Story in itself is none too novel 
and has many recognizable ele- 


ments, but is kept nicely suspended, 
Goodly portion of the audience is 
not likely to figure out the killer's 
identity, making it that much bet- 
ter. Acting is of a better than aver- 
age calibre also. Lukas, Atwill, 
Miss Stuart and Onslow Stevens 
turn in very good performances, 
with Edward Arnold outstanding 
among the lesser knowns in a char- 
acter bit. Arnold's new type of film 
personality is pleasant and believ- 
ably intelligent. 

Story has te do with a castle that 
has a mysterious room. Anyone 
sleeping there’s killed. Couple of 
lads try it, meet their fate, and 
then it’s figured out. Secret doors, 
stairways, storms, howling winds, 
and, of course, some mysterious 
characters that turn out innocent 
while the most innocent turns out 
the criminal. Just to make it that 
much more baffling, Lionel Atwilt 
is acquitted and shown to be a 
noble character, fooling all those 
who've seen him in villain roles so 
eften in the past. Kauf. 


MR. BROADWAY 


vw 

Broadway-Hollywood production and re- 
lease, Features Ed Sulliven, Johnnie 
Walker, Josephine Dunn, others. Directed 
by Johnnie Walker. Story by Ed Sullivan, 
At Mayfair, N. Y., week starting Tuesday, 
Sept. 12. Running time, 59 mins, 


A novel idea behind this one and 
exploitation possibilities great, but 
as entertainment, it fails to meas- 
ure up. It’s the kind of a picture 
that should be good boxoffice and 
get by on its novelty even if fans 
will regard the production as many 
leagues behind the average as to 


story, action, direction, photog- 
raphy, etc, 
‘Mr. Broadway’ was made on a 


restricted bankroll, but its chances 
for making a profit for exhibs, if 
properly sold, are excellent. There 
are enough names of importance in 
the picture to afford the exploiteer 
golden opportunities, even if, with 
many, it’s merely a glimpse as 
they’re introduced in a night club. 
A few are a more component part 
of the production’s entertainment 
side and do bits or numbers, in- 
cluding Jack Dempsey, Bert Lahr, 
Hal Leroy, Ted Husing; Joe Frisco 
and Frank Hazzard. The _ prob- 
ability is that all of these bits, or 
a portion of them, were contributed, 
involving no more cost than in 
turning the camera on Ernst Lu- 
hbitsch dancing at the Central Park 
Casino and many others who were 
called by name and pointed out or 
introduced for a _ bow, including 
Ruth Etting, Blossom Seeley, Benny 


Fields, Lita Grey Chaplin, Jack 
Benny, Mary Livingston, Gus Ed- 
wards, Jack Haley, Lupe Velez, 
Primo Carnera, Tony Canzoneri, 


Maxie Rosenbloom, et al. 

Abe Lyman band at the Paradise, 
Isham Jones at the Hollywood and 
Eddie Duchin at the Central Park 
Casino get into considerable foot- 
age, along with portions of floor 
shows, notably at Hollywood where 
girls are parading their fineries. 

The novelty of ‘Mr. Broadway’ 
lies in its background, idea of pic- 
ture being to go around with Ed 
Sullivan to see how he makes the 
nightly rounds gathering news for 
his column. Sullivan is Broadway 
columnist on the New York ‘Daily 
News.’ 

He visits three night spots, with 
actual scenes shot in the fun joints, 
whose poor lighting facilities may 
explain the mediocre quality of the 
photography. First drop-in is at 
N.T.G.’s Paradise, second the 
Hollywood and last the Casino. At- 
tempting to lend some idea of how 
columnists pick up chatter in the 
niteries, picture departs from the 
Casino sequence to carry out a 
melodramatic incident in substan- 
tiation of Sullivan’s remarks to 
friends that there’s a _ story in 
nearly everything. In this instance 
it’s the necklace Josephine Dunn 
wears, 

The meller 
film cuts in 


sequence to which 
telling this story is 
very amateurishly carried out by 
Tom Moore and a few others. It 
shows how a man murders his best 
friend to please a girl whom he 
later learns is a prostie. 

At the opening, Sullivan intro- 
luces himself and describes picture 
Char. 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Same old story with the stage 
show this week. Big, beautiful—and 
boring. Three interludes, two on 
the full stage and one solo specialty 
in between. The full stagers at 
both ends use the same blue sky 
background, The Music Hall's 
heavy weekly production expendi- 
ture is obvious and the show is 
there on looks. But as entertain- 
ment it’s questionable. 


It is particularly doubtful in view 
of the solemn current picture, 
‘Power and Glory’ (Fox), here after 
two-a-daying at the Gaiety. A 
laugh or two on the stage would 
help greatly this week. There’s no 
relief in the picture itself, and the 
stage performance maintains the 
same sombre mood. It wasn’t happy 
blending, with the stage and screen 
ends striking out strictly on their 
own, 


If they want scenery, costumes 
and more people than they can 
count, they’re getting it this week, 
as usual. From the couple of hun- 
dred people involved in both full 
stage sequences receives a song, 
then a dance, then some music, a” 1 
the scenery all the while. It’s the 
house staff exclusively throughout. 

Patricia Bowman does a gypsy 
dance in the first item and the solo 
spot in the middle of the program 
is hers, also. For the latter she does 
an ‘interpretation’ to ‘Prelude in C 
Sharp Minor,’ with a mechanical 
piane providing the accompaniment 
and Miss Bowman interpreting the 
music on her toes. An exceptional 
dancer, this girl, and the most con- 
sistently conspicuous individual of 
the stock troupe. But she and the 
Roxyettes can’t carry the whole 
burden every week. 

The Music Hall trend lately has 
been entirely away from outside 
talent and toward closed shop pro- 
ductions with the staff on its own. 
That arrangement no doubt is per- 
fectly satisfactory to the one-timers, 
to whom the theatre itself and the 
spectacular staging are the attrac- 
tions, but to the non-transient regu- 
lar the same stuff in different cos- 
tumes every week might be losing 
its edge. 

Scene No. 1 is ‘Fantasia Czigany,’ 
in which a brief overture dovetails 
into a gypsy camp setting. Riotous 
colors in the costumes and a strik- 
ing setting frame the picture for 
beautiful effects. There’s’ singing 
and dancing by the permanent 
bunch. Most of the value stops 
after the first flash. 

Other full stage number is also 
in costume, but the scene changes 
to the Sahara desert and the im- 
mediate location is a Foreign Legion 
outpost. The Roxyettes’ Zouave drill 
in bright red pantaloon costumes is 
the highlight. Full singing chorus, 
ballet and Roxyette line used in 
both production numbers. Douglas 
Stanbury’s (from Roxy’s old gang) 
is the one outside name in the bill- 
ing, but from his spotting in the 
gypsy seqence Stanbury looks like 
just another member of the gang. 

Picture runs pretty long, cutting 
out the superfluous matter this week. 
Just the newsreel and no trailers, 
except a brief NRA slide. Business 
fair in the rain Thursday night. 

Bige. ° 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


Capitol this week is the victim of 
a tough break in luck. With a dis- 
tinctly salable picture in ‘Beauty 
for Sale’ (M-G-M), it had lined up 
a nice stage entertainment with the 
Cab Calloway band unit plus Jules 
Bledsoe, something away from the 
routine of presentation patterns of 
late around the Square. 

Point of the program was the 
presence of Bledsoe, upon whom the 
campaign was focused. Bledsoe 
had to step out after appearing at 
one Friday afternoon show, due to 
an attack of laryngitis. Even with- 
out ‘Old Man River,’ it made an 
agreeable entertainment, but the 
absentee injured the week from a 
sales point. Original intent was 
smart showmanship, hooking up a 
picture of strong appeal with an 
exceptional stage show and should 
have marked up a notable week at 
the box-office. As it was business 
was about average. 

Presentation is a pleasing assort- 
ment of material, not overboard on 
heavy names, but with solid enter- 
tainment presented with nicely 
varied progression. Calloway’s dis- 
tinctive style of low down jazz to- 
gether with his lineup of colored 
specialty people, gets excellent con- 
trast in the flash staging of house 
line numbers and a neat bit of gar- 
nishment in several outside turns, 
namely the Stone and Vernon Four, 
adagoists, and Ray Huling’s trained 
seal. 

It would seem to be something of 
a problem to blend this motley ma- 
terial into a smooth-running per- 
formance, but the arrangement used 
turned out acceptable. Opening with 
a striking ensemble having the 24 
Chester Hale girls in a toe routine 

was worth while on its own and in 
addition supplied a fine ba kground 
for the flashy acrobatics of the 
adagio turn. Hale girls are dressed 
in long skirts of transparent ma- 
teria], giving the effect of cello- 


phane, costumes being of silver- 
white against a simple terraced 
background of contrasting tones. 
Girls remain posed during the acro- 
batic terp display and the girls go 
into ‘one’ for Huling’s unique seal 
bit. This trainer has been handling 
the furred beasts for 10 years or 
more, but this number the best he 
or any other trainer has devised. 
It gets away from the familiar bal- 
ancing trigks, with the animal 
turning the characteristic seal yod- 
ling into imitations of a variety of 
sounds. 

Spirited introduction of the Callo- 

way group is accomplished by hav- 
ing the girls out for a hotcha rou- 
tine of taps and legmania, dressed 
in brief tunics of spangied black, 
and black and white drapes. Fly- 
ing drop brings the band in view 
with the opening number, a slow 
bit of rhythm, making a quiet start 
from which to build to the whoop- 
ing scat style of the leader and his 
musical arrangements. Between 
numbers by Cal and his Cotton 
Club musician group, specialty bits 
are contributed by the demon step- 
ping Leitha Hill, by the blues sing- 
ing Alma Turner and a capital 
comedy session by Nicodemus, the 
only low comedy in the layout and 
standing out sharply for that rea- 
son. Nicholas boys, couple of young 
Negro buck and wingers, do a brisk 
moment of taps, with the smaller 
of the pair employed for a minor 
comedy imitation bit at the mike. 
Grotesque version of ‘Minnie the 
Moocher’ serves for the finale, 
bringing the Calloway specialty 
people on again, but is rather a 
weak climax. 
Fox NRA short ‘The Code at 
Home’ is used and is a model of 
crisp. brevity. It introduces El 
Brendel and Zasu Pitts in a four 
minute sequence as lively and 
bright as a blackout. Trailer for 
‘Solitaire Man’ is flat and lacking 
in punch, mostly printed bally and 
brief off screen lecture boost for 
subject. Rush. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Another case of five vaude acts, 
Dave Schooler and the Gae Foster 
girls at the Roxy this week. Acts 
are good, but they do not seem to 
be mixers, and the result is not up 
to the top mark since this policy 
went into effect. All acts got ap- 
plause, with laughs for those who 
rated them, but no punch to the 


show as run off, with Maurice Col- 
leano doing most of the hard work 
and giving the show whatever kick 
it has. 

Off with a too-long offstage an- 
nouncement through the amplifiers 
and then lights and curtains to 
show the girls in overelaborate 
Spanish - costumes. The half 
dressed as boys are in the picture, 
but the senoritas carry entirely too 
many ruffles and their color scheme 
of red and yellow is garish. They 
do a Spanish dance which prob- 
ably will get better later in the 
week, and then some of them stick 
around to dress the stage by sit- 
ting on the floor and listing to a 
piano solo. 

Pianist is revealed through the 
panel of a sarge fan serving as a 
backdrop in two. Schooler can 
play the piano much better. 
Schooler’s big moment comes just 
after his entrance. He carries a 
sword and a red scarf and one girl 
asks him if he is a matador and he 
replies, ‘No, cuspidor,’ flying the 
scarf to reveal a cuspidor on his 
left fist. Some people laughed, but 
not many. 

Blanche and Elliott do a strenuous 
ballroom dance with a swell one- 
arm swing that was tossed away 
on this crowd, just as Colleano’s 
double somesault was wasted. This 
new Roxy audience is not up in the 
little things and didn’t know that 
a double off the flat is something to 
tell people about. There is an an- 
nouncement made, but that doesn’t 
mean much to this crowd, either. 
The Colleanos lost some of the 
finish of their act working it against 
a stageful of people. Takes out the 
smoothness and suggests fill-ins 
from the chorus for the boys. It’s 
not until the finish that the act 
works as a whole and is recognized 
as such. The comedy went over 
better than the straight stuff, but it 
all got a hand and a recall. 

Sid Gary was a definite hit but 
didn’t collect what was coming to 
him until the imitations. Even 
‘Lazybones’ was not quite the click 
his singing should have made it. 
But big on the faisetto svlo and 
bigger with the ‘Old Man River’ en- 
core. 

Al Verdi, with Thelma Lee for 
the last crash. Apparently only 
about half the act, but the comedy 
was enjoyed and they got off to a 
good recall. Then the girls into a 
drum number in snappy costumes. 
Use tom-toms and work a variety 
of figures. Good enough to be 
brought back ‘by request.” Show 
runs about 55 minutes. 

Five minutes of trailer, including 
the Brendel-Pitts NRA short, with 
the newsreel, next to last episode of 
‘Tarzan’ serial, and ‘F. P. 1’ (Fox) 
as the feature. Show four minutes 
short of a full three hours. Busi- 
ness excellent on a stormy night of 





a rainy day. Chic. 


PALLADIUM, LONDON 


London, Sept. 5. 

Quite a few newcomers here this 
week (Sept. 4), and, with one ex- 
ception, all score well.. Exception 
is Fosca Adagio Six, a continental 
outfit which has nothing new. 
Originally scheduled two before 
closing, act was relegated to open- 
ing spot in the second show. 

Of the newcomers Seiler and 
Wills, comedy dancers, have 
brought several tricks new around 
here. Offering is a distinct novelty, 
with both partners knowing their 


job thoroughly. Burt Milton, at the 
piano, helps the act to get over. Act 
was one of the hits of the evening. 


Buster Shaver, with Olive and 
George, a couple of midgets, suffi- 
ciently matured, is a speedy and 
versatile offering, ranking with the 
best entertainment of its kind. Act 
has not a dull moment. 


Billy and Elsa Newell are becom- 
ing a name over here. Their annual 
returns have proven they have not 
outstayed their welcome. The 
Newells have not been at this house 
for over two years; giving the Pal- 
ladium a miss on their last visit, 
due to revue work, and for this rea- 
son their act seemed new to most of 
the audience. 

Casani Club band, named after a 

West End night rendezvous where 
the aggregation is permanent, lacks 
the tempo of modern bands, relying 
mostly on solo work. Announcement 
by Santos Casani that the band 
does not play jazz is devoid of 
foundation, as most of their rendi- 
tions are nothing but jazz, and those 
that are not do not matter, anyway. 
Best part of the outfit is Eve Becke, 
a protege of Dora Maughan, who 
seems to be getting along nicely 
after some tough breaks. 
Dick Henderson has added a few 
new gags which click.- He also dis- 
plays his heftiness to humorous re- 
sults. Harold and Lola, who played 
New York a couple of seasons ago, 
reply on their snake dance, which is 
a novelty. 

Gaston Palmer, here after two 
years’ absence, came on to an un- 
responsive audience, as if he had 
never played the house. But he 
soon had them with him, the audi- 
ence going for his comedy talk and 
clever tricks. His spoons and glass 
trick still proved an effective fin- 
isher. 

G. S. Melvin in a couple of comedy 
characterizations was well liked. 
Some of his material is pretty blue, 
but Melyin’s artistry hides these 
defects. 

Ted Ray, earlier on the bill, gets 
over splendidly. Boy has person- 
ality, and although his gags have 
done yeoman service, he has a way 
of putting them over. Ray can also 
match a violin with the best of 
them, 

Five Canadian Wonders, trapeze 
act full of ropes and ladders, with 
tricks looking much more dangerous 
than they probably are. One of 
those family affairs that has played 
the circus for years, where it looks 
better than in vaudeville. Max and 
his Gang is the only holdover. 
Nicol and Martin are effective clos- 
ing act. 


-- 


PALACE, N. Y. 


Nice entertainment at the Pal- 
ace this week. ‘One Man’s Journey’ 
(M-G) is the screen accompaniment 
to Gilbert Brothers, Bellett and 
Lamb, Gertrude Neissen, Three 
Sailors and Hackett and Carthay. 
That brought in a little of several 
kinds of divertissement, but a lot of 
hokum, which appears to be a de- 
pendable recipe these days. 

Gilbert lads with muscles like 
hydraulic pistons roll up and down 
and around apparatus as though 
they were on hinges. Men in par- 
ticular realize the physical diffi- 
culty of many of the feats they ac- 
complish, and as the Saturday mati- 
nee crowd was predominately mas- 
culine, the Gilberts never lacked 
.pvreciative recognition. 

Bellett and Lamb, like most 
hodge-podge turns, have occasional 
dead ‘spots, but they average high 
on giggles due to their eccentric 
style, and they work fast. They 
= what modern vaudeville fan- 
cies. 

Gertrude Niesen is a torch singer 
that looks the part. She can sing 
of passion convincingly. Fresh from 
the legit show entitled ‘A Party,’ 
the songstress is back in the varie- 
ties. That microphone hardly seems 
necessary, and holds her anchored 
to the chalk-line. Her choice of 
numbers is good because hot. 

Those Three Sailors will be dis- 
covered one of these days by a 
high-brow critic. They have the 
kind of lowdown slapstick genius 
that Harvard professors find primi- 
tive and stimulating and tell about 
their reactions. , 

Hackett and Carthay is a turn of 
so much elerance that it seems sur- 
prising that with the small amount 
of vaudeville still left there should 
be enough premium to attract such 
talents. 

Palace now opens on Fridays. 








Land. 
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TRANSLUX 


Opposition Embassy has added 
short subjects to its show, but this 
house still goes the home of Fox 
and Hearst reels one better by mak- 
ing the show longer. As against 
Emb’s 65-minute turnover, it’s 78 
minutes flat here this week. 


What the next move may be in 
the contest of the two 25c news 
houses for the New York drop-in 
trade, is anyone’s guess. Perhaps 
one will add a couple vaude acts or 
something. 

At first when the newsreel film- 
shops started out they had their 
shows running under an hour to as 
low as 40 minutes, with greater 
turnover provided. If it’s a ques- 
tion of bulk in getting the cus- 
tomers, first thing the newsreel fans 
will know it'll take two hours to 
drop in. That would ruin the novel- 
ty and beauty of the policies. 

Four shorts here as against three 
at Embassy, with Trans topping on 
entertainment value of briefies 
picked. T-L’s booker signed for 
variety, as well, taking a Richy 
Craig, Jr., comedy ‘Say It Isn’t So’ 
(Col); a Ted Husing ‘Sports Thrill’ 
(WB), a Silly Symph, ‘Birds in the 
Spring’ (UA) and a Screen Snap- 
shots (Col). In addition, this news- 
reel haven, as well as the Emb, has 
Fox’s short subject on the NRA 
(‘Mother’s Helper’). It tops the first 
NRA bit from Metro. 

No scoops scored here by the 
Pathe, Par or U reels of an impor- 
tant news nature, but the sequence 
on Henry Ford, on auto manufac- 
turer's recalcitrant stand against 
the NRA, submitted by Par, is both 
timely and interesting. It pictures 
Ford’s summer estate and a couple 
newsmen who are barred from en- 
tering the gates, cutting to a bird’s- 
eye view of his big auto domain and 
finally to Ford himself seated at 
his desk, but saying nothing. Strip 
of film of Ford apparently out of the 
files, but serving okay here. 

Trans show leads off appropriate- 
ly enough with the NRA parade, not 
too old to be considered newsy for 
this week. Pathe did the job for 
this house, but not as thoroughly 
as other reels. 

Opening parade material followed 
by Owen D. Young’s appeal to back 
the NRA. Young reads from a pre- 
pared manuscript, but makes a good 
camera showing. 

Ford gets third spotting. From 
here on routining is with an eye to 
variety and balance, but consider- 
ing the scarcity of timely news this 
week, that could not have been dif- 
ficult. 

Preparations by Admiral Byrd for 
his next trip to the Antarctic, Jap 
emperor reviewing the navy, Vien- 
na’s mobilization against the Nazis 
and a few minor shots, far from the 
‘must’ rating, are seen here, but 
missing at the other house. 

Football teams warming up, Ma- 
con’s first test for a cross-country 
flight, England’s copping the U. 8S. 
tennis cup, swimming meet in the 
Seine and one or two other clips are 
at both theatres. Considerable 
novelty on this show, but not much 
to laugh at. Interesting clip built 
around Eleanor Holm and Arthur 
Jarrett, newlyweds, with radio sing- 


EMBASSY 


Home of Fox and Hearst Movie. 
tones goes NRA this week with the 
coating in thick layers but makes 
little effort out front to cash in on 
the idea, On the screen the bill 
opens with an editor’s note from 
Fox-Movietone that the entire cur- 
rent issue of the reel is dedicated 
to the NRA. 

At outset, first NRA item is Gen, 
Johnson's address at the Madison 
Square Garden, followed by Secre- 
tary Ickes at Washington. Owen 
D. Young and the big New York 
parade make up other clips. 

Fox 
coverage and more in detail than 
other reels have revealed, with an 


Both in photography from the 
ground and the skies, the negative 


of the job. As the NRA presenta- 
tion comes to an end Fox processes 
the Blue Eagle insignia against the 
scene, and passes to the Fox NRA 
short, ‘Mother’s Helper,’ with Er 
Brendel, Zasu Pitts and Esther 
Muir, second of the subjects con- 
tributed by the major producers. 
This is followed by a recent appeal 
from President Roosevelt. 

Here the miscellaneous newsreel 
matter starts flowing, first from 
Hearst on the revolt in Cuba. Nu- 
merous Hearst items follow without 
interruption and for a time it looks 
as though Fox was on the show for 
NRA purposes only, but suddenly 
along comes a compilation of foot- 
ball teams in training from Fox. 

Still further down, Fox catches 
Gov. Lehman at the Chicago Fair 
making an address and still later 
the show unfurls Will Hays and a 
small group at Washington point- 
ing out how the film industry is 
behind NRA on its code, with Hays 
giving some figures. Col. E. A. 
Schiller and Sam Dembow, theatre 
execs, got in on the picture. With 
that personality and the Jimmy 
Walker savoir faire, Dembow passes 
the film test okay. Film code clip 
might well have been up front with 
the rest of the NRA stuff. 

There is also a clip of Henry Il. 
Roosevelt, cousin of the President, 
who's assistant sec. of the Navy. 

Material here which absents itself 
from the Trans screen or couldn’t 
have been present through not be- 
ing obtained by Pathe, Par or U; 
includes in addition to the Gov, 
Lehman visit to the Chicago Fair 
on New York day, the ravages of 
the hurricane which smote Texas, 
state fair at Syracuse and the Miss 
America beauty contest at Altantic 
City. 

Fall fashions in gowns displayed 
here, while at the Trans it’s the 
new hats Paris has nightmared. 

Emb’s shorts include a Magic 
Carpet release, ‘Elephant Trails’ 
(Fox), Movie Tintypes (Fox), and 
a Terrytoon cartoon, ‘The Banker’s 
Daughter’ (Educ). 

Attendance much better here Sat- 
urday afternoon than at the Trans. 

Char. 


er duing a parody, ‘Learn to Cook.’ 
Total clips 20, with division to 
Pathe, Par and U seven, six and 
seven, respectively. Evener than 
usual. Char. 








HOLLYWOOD, L. A. 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 
Class show this week at the War- 
ner house. with dancing predomi- 
nating. Teddy Joyce’s eccentric 
hoofing, tenoring of Mario Alvarez 
and a cute ballet finish are the out- 
standers. 


Running 30 minutes, stage per- 
formance sags in the early part 
through spotting Joyce's violin solo 
right after a hot band number and 
the fast Duffin and Draper tap 
dance. Alvarez follows in a nov- 
elty song that gets by, but evokes 
plenty of applause with his Spanish 
ballad, which follows. 

Joyce, doing the Harlan Dixon 
type of dancing, teases ’em with 
single choruses and could remain 
on indef. Show is all dancing from 
that point, Duffin and Draper re- 
peating with their snappy doll 
dance. Finale is the Muriel Stuart 
ballet, group of youngsters being 
coached by an old dancing master. 
Fresh and novel. Marjorie Moore 
is interpolated for her toe-violin 
specialty and gets across strongly. 
Finish has the backdrop flying for 
a picture fadeout. 

Feature is ‘I Loved a Woman’ 
(WB). Oscar Gaum contributes a 
ecncert overture and there is a good 
‘Merry Melody.’ Business packed 
second night, following a $2 open- 
ing. Leny. 





MEDNIKOW’S SUIT 


Chicago, Sept. 18. 

Divorce proceedings against John 
Mednikow, head of the local Master 
Arts office. Mamie Mednikow bas- 
ing suit on claim of desertion. 

Married May, 1908, aileged deser- 
tion occurring March 10, 1928. Two 
children. Alimony question being 





settled. 


| PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 
Overloaded with singing, current 
stage show offers little in entertain- 
ment. Frank Jenks m.c.’s and leads 
the orchestra through two special 
numbers, line girls open with a 
‘Tarzan’ number going into simple 
web routines for a novelty flash. 


June Purcell, blues singer, Leon- 
ard Sillman singing his ‘Emperor 
Jones’ which he did in ‘Low and 
Behold,’ and Ada May are featured, 
but the hillbilly Randall Sisters, 
harmony trio, run away with the 
show, stopping it cold with their 
‘Comin’ Round the Mountain.’ Girls, 
new here, are lookers and should 
land something, if not for their 
singing, certainly for their Ozark 
accents. 

Ada May sings two numbers, en- 
cores with a burlesque bubble 
dance. Size of the house, despite 
loud speakers, handicaps her, but 
she manages to work up to a good 
finish, Same fcr Sillman, whose 
semi-dramatic number fails to land 
solidly. Miss Purcell, back here 
after a year on radio in the east, 
clicks with two numbers. Billy 
Nelson and Irene Knight, with Nel- 
son going overboard on mugging, 
next-to-closing. Team is in need 
of new material, most of the gags 
being bewhiskered. Dave Hacker 
trots out a good brand of eccentric 
dancing which pleases the paying 
guests. Finale has the line girls 
doing a walk-across doubling back 
Stage for a second entrance. Max 
Lerner warbles the chorus. 

‘Big Executive’ (Par), the feature, 
with ‘Hollywood on Parade,’ Par 
news clips and ‘Tarzan’ serial fill- 
ing out the bill. Business only fair 
for the second evening performance 





Tuesday night. Call. 


gave the NRA march fine - 


offscreen description for propping. - 


obtained bears out the completeness - 
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CAMEO, N. Y. 


RKO’s Cameo is now advertising 
*id-bits for two bits.’ That's by 
way of saying there’s a complete 


short program at a straight quarter | 


take. If the first week’s layout is 
any criterion house is due for still 
another change of policy in the near 
future.. It’s no go this way. 
Cameo has had a career, Built 
about 11 years ago, 560 seater was 
one of the B. S. Moss houses, owned 


50% by Moss and 50% by Mortimer 
Fischel, an attorney. Moss, when 
selling out to RKO, sold his 50% of 
this house, with others. Fishel kept 
his half ownership and still has it, 
house being operated by RKO for 
a separate corporation. Theatre's 
too small to stand much chance as 
a first run Broadway house and 
hasn't been able to do much with 
second runs. 

About two years ago someone de- 
cided it would be a good spot to 
show foreign pictures and arties. It 
worked pretty well, house picking up 
a strange motley following. Mostly 
men, considerable Communistic 
trade and a lot of those interested 
in travelogs. Theatre last year, 
with this kind of policy, playing all 
Ankino Russian product and cater- 
ing to that type of taste, made 
money. 

Then the RKO operatives began 
the footballing. RKO wanted te 
make a deal with Pittaluga to show 
pictures in Italy. So it threw the 
Italians a bone by booking a couple 
inferior Italian films into the Cameo. 
Grosses dropped, but that didn’t 
worry anyone. Same with some 
other trade deals. Any picture the 
circuit didn’t know what to do with 
—instead of throwing it out, it 
booked it into the Cameo. 

Then the circuit began bleeding 
its own theatre in a different way. 
Travelogs always were a cinch at 
the Cameo. So the circuit began 
taking them out into nabe theatres 
as half of double features. Nice for 
the indie makers for a while, but 
it resulted in people knowing that 
the better travelogs would be played 
all around and the worst ones only 
at the Cameo. They slowly stopped 
coming. 

Now the theatre's gone all shorts. 

One hour and 34 minutes of 'em, 
which means one regular Pathe 
News release, three cartoons, three 
Paramount two-reel comedies and 
one RKO-Van_ Beuren’_ two-reel 
travelog. All old. Tipoff on age is 
the cartoons. One Mickey Mouse 
and One Silly Symphony. both re- 
leased by Columbia. That company 
stopved distributing these two series 
of shorts about a year or so ago. 
They were old even then. 
_ Another thing to be taken into 
consideration here is that the Cameo 
has about twice as many seats as 
the Trans-Lux or Embassy, both of 
which, incidentally. are struggling 
and with better product availability. 
Also the Cameo is badly located. 
Nearby are three or four theatres 
showing double features and more 
for 15c and a quarter. Kauf. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


From Saturday afternoon’s busi- 
ness in the bad weather that had 
prevailed for three days, it looked 
as though Dave Hutton may get 
pretty close to that $20,000 per- 
centage split figure over here after 
all. Aimee’s absent Davey is in for 
$1,000 guarantee, besides. Next 
week he goes to the Palace, New 
York, for the same management, in 
opposition to Aimee herself, who'll 
be at the Capitol. 

At the Fox, before a houseful of 
Saturday afternoon kids and their 
mas, Davey drew lots of applause 
and no vegetables. Those stories 
regarding flying tomatoés and such 
emanating from the west had the 
east expecting to see Davey carry- 
ing his own net. And especially on 
the Brooklyn date, because Davey 
should know his Brooklyn if, as he 
Says on the stage, he lived there for 
a year. While disdaining to use the 
net, he’s playing partially safe by 
sticking to the piano spot ’way up- 
stage and staying away from the 
apron. A Hubbell could hardly 
reach Davey with a grapefruit from 
that distance. 

Eight minutes of singing, includ- 
ing an encore, is Davey's stint as 
the current headliner here. Also 
one gag. It’s about his wife, and 
the only mention of Aimee in the 
turn. What kind of co-operation is 
that? 

At least the Fox isn’t sleeping on 
the booking, resting assured that 
word that Davey’s on tap will get 
around by itself. The house is really 
selling its freak attraction with a 
strong campaign around the bor- 
ough and the theatre. Strong and 
flashy lobby display let’s ’em know 
who's playing. Davey’s billing is 
better than his singing. But his 
singing didn’t get him into vaude- 
ville in the first place. 

There’s a small time variety lay- 
out in support of the evangelist’s 
hubby, so Davey and the picture, 
‘Moonlight and Pretzels’ (U) must 
have been doing the drawing Satur- 
day. 

Nell Kelly, standard eccentric 
comedienne, is the next-to-closer 
and topper in every way. Her 
speedy workmanship makes her the 
modern Rae Samuels, although io 4 


nuttier way, and there ought to be 
a spot for this dynamic redhead in 
a show. Gertie Green is another 
femme single on the bill, a former 
Straight dancer converted into a 
promising talking woman who still 
can dance, She cross fires with the 
m.c., Jay Mills, after an ‘interrup- 
tion’ entrance and draws a good 
share of laughs before climaxing on 
the hoof. Miss Green's progress in 
the talking line will depend on the 
grade of material obtained en route. 

Hudson and Larimer, mixed team 
on bikes, is the unusual opener— 
unusual because bike acts are rari- 
ties in the picture house stage 
shows. When the man enters in 
tramp attire and procedes to get his 
finger caught in the bicycle seat, it 
looks like a No. 2 Joe Jackson has 
arrived, but after the brief panto- 
mimic start he switches to trick 
biking that sets him off by himself. 
Woman is a very capable fancy 
rider, good support for her partner, 
and the combo is an excellent one 
of its kind. 

Harris Twins and Stanley Twins, 
two sets of doubles, boys playing 
piano and dancing and girls just 
dancing, are okay on the twin angle 
and just passable otherwise. House 
line, whose stager goes in for nov- 
elty stuff and makes this theatre's 
girls an important part of the show, 
have three opportunities. Mills, 
m.c.’ing all the way and conducting 
the stage band’s one instrumental 
number (an Italian medley), is a 
nice looking and pleasant talking 
fellow whose weakness is a ten- 
dency to waste whole paragraphs on 
announcements that can be disposed 
of in brief sentences. 

Disney’s “Three Little Pigs’ color 
cartoon revived and a delight to the 
kids at the matinee. U news. Just 
enough trailers to tease and not 
enough to wear ’em out. Bige. 


ACADEMY, N. Y. 


They have the latest fight pictures 
down here, and maybe that’s what's 
making business better. Might be 
the inclement weather on a Satur- 
day afternoon, but it probably isn’t 
the show, unless its Neil Golden's 
band, which is a local fav. Not a 
bad show, but nothing to brag about 
for names, though it gets over with- 
out conflict and gives varied enter- 


tainment. 

Opens with Violet, Ray and Nor- 
ton, girl and two boys. She is on 
for the opening bit and the finish. 
In between the two boys wrangle 
out an intricate series of stunts, 
chiefly prone hand to hand work, 
with little of the standard stuff but 
chiefly novelty. Plenty of difficult 
tricks which get fair appreciation 
down here. Openers because they’re 
acrobats, but the hardest workers 
on the bill and should climb. 

Second from the rail are the Three 
Kelly Kids, marked down. from the 
Five Kellys and so under New Acts. 
With a more ingenuous appeal they 
might have whammed this crowd. 
Middle mounter is Marshall Mont- 
gomery, who managed to get more 
laughs than the Academy crowd 
usually seems to feel is good for 
actors. Possibly it’s because they 
know just when and where to laugh 
through old acquaintance. Mont- 
gomery could have been moved up 
to the next to shut, which is held 
down by Frank Radcliffe, Negro 
singer. Single billing, though his 
pianist-feeder isn’t much behind 
him. Nine minutes of gagging with 
old stuff before he goes into his 
songs. Poor jokes, mostly ancient, 
and not drawing many laughs. He 
clicks with the vocals, displaying an 
untrained and unplaced but rather 
attractive organ with his head tones 
copping most of the patting done. 
Strong enough to sing without a 
megaphone, but using it now and 
then because other singers do. He 
has sense enough to keep away from 
the mikes. Poor spotting to put 
him in just ahead of the band, with 
Golden also relying on his falsetto. 
Radcliffe has a good style, but he 
doesn't seem to know what to do 
with it. 

Golden got a real reception with 
his band, the applause being gen- 
eral and sincere at the rise of the 
curtain. Nice instrumentation, three 
brass, three reeds, accordian, double 
bass, piano and drums. Music is 
mostly soft and sweet, with an out- 
standing trio through the amplifiers 
with the boys playing sax-clarion- 
ettes. That was harmony. Another 
high spot is a choral number, with a 
college medley to jazz the finish. 
Uses three specialists, Leonard 
Barr, Virginia Estes and Flo Neall. 
Pair of eccentric hoofers and an 
acrobatic dancer who is about as 
good as they average up. Good 
looker, good tumbler and has the 
stage presence. Band did .18 
minutes with no one wishing they 
would cut it short, because there 
are no repeats. No two numbers 
on the same order. Show runs 65 
minutes, including a brief orchestra 
by Joe Gershenson’s boys to plug 
the following show. 

Film division is headed by ‘One 
Man’s Journey’ (Radio), the fight 
pictures, newsreel, organ songalog 
and a couple of sections of trailer. 
Dual trailer bill down here is neces- 
sary because they use it to set and 
remove the horns. Not too long for 
the split week coverage. House 
Saturday afternoon much better 
than usual and running {into a well 








filled supper show, apparently. — 
Chic, 


PARAMOUNT, B’KLYN 


Stripped of all the frills and tinsel 
the average picture house loads 
onto its stage shows, the M. A. Shea 
people are trying an experiment 
here that has its merits. If for 
no other reason than to prove that 
vaudeville can look different in a 
film theatre and still remain on 
the edge as vaude, there’s merit in 


the trial. 


To begin with, the appearance of 
vaude is one thing that counts. 
In a picture palace like the Brook- 
lyn Par, with its draperies, drops, 
lighting facilities, large pit band of 
a symphonic character and organs, 
an act can work as it would in the 
Palace but it still looks different. 


There are six acts on this show. 
Three of them are in ‘one’, or full- 
stage, as demands require, the other 
three have the pit band on stage 
as backing. This means of splitting 
up the way in which the show 
works, though routines are not cut 
when in front of the band and latter 
merely accompanies in the usual 
way, further removes the stage bill 
from being regulation vaude. 

Yet the first three acts, Jack 
Starnes and Co., Zimbalist and 
Hamlin, and the comedy turn of 
Herb Williams, are strictly vaude, 
doing their complete routines. A 
theatre like the B’klyn Par, built 
for de luxe purposes and _ s0 
equipped, in itself is an asset to a 
vaude policy. Maybe the average 
picture-minded theatre operator 
can’t see vaude in the de luxe pal- 
aces because they can’t see beyond 
how vaude looked to them in vaude 
houses with annunciators, loud 
drummers and all that. Shea prob- 
ably is an exception. 


Jack Starnes’ three-people adagio 
act under radium lighting opens the 
bill. Starnes uses the fullstage, but 
Fred Zimbalist, harmonica exponent, 
with Mildred Hamlin, songstress, 
play in ‘one,’ regulation for team. 
Herb Williams uses both ‘one’ and 
full, 

All three acts, getting their mu- 
sic from the pit, went over well 
Friday night, but Jack Arthur, 
radioite, topped on reception and 
had to do an encore. He has an 
agreeable personality and voice but 
as an attraction, on entertainment 
appeal shouldn’t be standing ove: 
Williams or Fred Lightner, latter 
following him in the w. k. nut 
routine. Lightner calls himself the 
king of layoffs now. 


With enough comedy and novelty, 
plus girls, up ahead, F&M picked 
a dance fiash to close in front of 
the stage band for the necessary 
splash finish. Act is the California 
Revels, seven people, in a well-built 
and routined dance mixture. Five 
of the girls work as an ensemble 
and double for specialties in sup- 
port of the main team (mixed) 
whose shim-sham-shimmy = and, 
later, the doll dance novelty, score 
decisively. Standout is the acrobatic 
i: single by one of the girls with sev- 
+eral original stunts, notably a half 
twist from a handstand position to 
a split. 

Show runs 68 minutes. It’s pre- 
ceded by Stan Meyers’ pit crew in 
Romberg melodies. 

Feature, ‘“Three-Cornered Moon’ 
(Par) and drawing good business 
in view of rain Friday night. Trail- 
ers on coming show standard not 
overtaxing the ad-readers. Char. 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


It was ‘Tugboat Annie’ (Metro) 
and S.R.O. Friday night and the 
vaude ran from middlin’ to good. 
With the mood this mob was in it 
would have required a hopelessly 
bad act to put on the damper. 
Everything that happened was 
hunky-dory and the demonstrative 
handout continued right down the 
bill. There were a couple quiet in- 
tervals from the viewpoint of audi- 
ence behavior, but these lasted only 
as long as Sammy White persisted 
in crossing with his swell looker of 
a partner, Diane Dennis. But all 
was forgiven as soon as they put 
the tootsies to romping. Theirs was 
the tnidway niche. 

Stage combination dealt out 
enough comedy to more than satisfy 
this Yorkville representation. There 
was something to laugh about in 
all but the opening stanza. High 
spot of this phase of the proceed- 
ings came down in next to shut 
when Jack Pepper and his latest 
stooge duo, Tommy Mack and Eddie 
Young, proved that vaude still con- 
tains an act able to whoop ’em out 
into the aisles in old-fashioned 
style. It’s Pepper’s best organiza- 
tion to date. 

For an opener the Crystal Trio 
in an exhibit of whirlwind roller 
skating turned out breezy and ex- 
citing enough. Of class there was 
little about the patter and warbling 
routine that Tyler Mason fed ’em 
in the next spot, but the corked- 
face comic had the stuff that easily 
made him a big favorite with the 
Yorkville regulars. The gags are 
from away back and the theme of 
his parodies revolves around an old 
climax, but the familiarity made it 
all so much the juicier here. Mason 
asks the customers to suggest the 
next song number and then pro- 
ceeds to give ’em what’s been down 
on the pit racks and the musicians 
set to break into all the while, At 





this performance nobody called for 
the number on the racks. 

Fadeout spot has a novelty in- 
strumental troupe, Radio MHay- 
makers. It’s an old line act dressed 
up in what is supposed to pass for 
up-to-date billing and with a mike 


available to back up the ‘radio’ por- 
tion of the title. With or without 
the mike appurtenance the act’s 
jammed with the sort of entertain- 
ment that clicks strong with the 
family time followers and the ap- 


plause the troupe gathered on this 


occasion showed that xylophones 
and cowbells haven't gone out of 
fashion. Odec. 


MET, BROOKLYN 


(Duncan Sisters Tab) 

If the heavy downpour of the 
past week hindered the b.o., Met 
must be set for a good current gross. 
Attendance was good enough when 
caught Friday (change day) night. 
This would mean that the Duncan 
Sisters are helping the draw from 
the stage end. ‘Penthouse’ (M-G) 
is the feature. 

The Duncans have the stage for 
their own unit. It’s a modernized 
condensation of their ‘Topsy and 
Eva’ musical. For the Met the con- 
densed version seemingly fits well. 

Only the Duncans get indicator 
credit and no programs are served 
to identify ‘the rest of the cast, 
which appears to have been care- 
fully selected. Some old timers are 
apparently in the troupe judging by 
the way they perform. While this 
tabbed Topsy and Eva does carry 
a particular amount of humor and 
a certain charm in settings and 
music, it lacks a pulsating verve 
for picture and combo _ houses. 
Maybe the combo spots can be 
eliminated from this observation, 
anyway, because running as it does 
to 77 minutes, the tab would prove 
overlong there. 

The show as observed from the 
balcony doesn’t sound so distinct 
on enunciatory prowess, and how 
much of the material is new is open. 
It uses a stationary set in full that 
gets split for three different scenes 
to chalk a different setting with ad- 
ditions or eliminations from the first 
set seen. Okay lighting. 

Altogether around 34 _ people. 
Vivian plays ‘Eva’ and Rosetta does 
‘Topsy’ and Rosetta is most of the 
works. Uses plenty of tricks but 
all remembered from herself or 
others, 

Funny quirk here when Simon 
Legree appears and audience hisses 
good naturedly, which may be a 
selling point. 

Otherwise the Met program car- 
ries a Fox NRA short plus a travel- 
log talker. The trailers utilized are 
partly good and partly overlong. 
The one on ‘Beauty for Sale’ (M-G) 
tips the story, which may not be so 
good. On the Burns and Allen 
vaude date the trailer does too much 
repeating. Mentioning next week’s 
full vaude program on the screen 
is warming stuff. Shan. 


ALBEE, BROOKLYN 


Aside from Molly Picon it’s a 
pretty dull hour of stage entertain- 
ment that RKO has tied to ‘Lady 
for a Day’ (Col). In putting the 
bill together those responsible like- 
ly figured that with the pulling 
power the little fave from the Jew- 
ish theatre exercises in Brooklyn 
little else mattered. But whatever 
the motivation it’s not the sort of 
setup that can do the spot’s repu- 
tation as a vaude emporium any 
good. It’s quite possible that the 
booking office has even given up 
the pretense at routining ’em for the 
Albee and resorted to the pick-em- 
out-of-the-hat method with blind- 
folding. 

Things stageward moved along 
quietly at the initial performance 
Saturday and the customers kept in 
tune with this mood. For a starter 
the Gaudsmith Bros. and their 
pooches do fair enough in unlim- 
bering the giggles. The Preisser 
girls (June and Cherry), who fol- 
lowed, tried hard with their usual 
chore of fast stepping, but failed to 
make it better than perfunctory ap- 
proval until Cherry got around to 
her encore number, There was no 
resisting this exhibit of whirlwind 
somersaulting and the noisy reward 


sufficed to bring ’em to for the 
Molly Picon entrance. 
It’s Miss Picon’s second stand 


here within a few months, and the 
way they acted up while she was 
on gave impressive testimony to the 
fact that the rebooking had come 
anything but too soon, Only num- 
ber she retains from her previous 
appearance is ‘A Day in the Life of 
a New York Working Girl.’ And, 
as ever, it flashes with brilliant ar- 
tistry and proves the high point of 
her performance, Taking recogni- 
tion of the major element of her fol- 
lowing present, she dishes up fer 
them alkin Yiddish a keenly carved 
piece of mimicry on the theme of 
how the audience looks to the actor. 

Joe Browning steps into the pic- 


ture after that, but his flow of 
humor fetches no better than mod- 
erate returns. Rounding out the 


stage proceedings is a house pro- 
duced dancing flash with a iine of 
24 and a couple of acrobatic special- 
ists. It is the Albee’s latest experi- 
ment, with Alex Oumansky respon- 
sible for the production. As a flash 
of color and youth it’s okay. Other- 
wise, it comes and goes without any 
special excitement or reproach. , 





Odec. 


STATE, N. Y. 


One of those revue typ 
that blends and plays satistact \ 
only when the proper m.c. is there 
to pace it, is on the States menu 
this week. The m.c is Milton 
Berle. He's on from start fin- 
ish, one of the hardest workers at 


this house in a long while, and 

bill is a socko all the way. 
‘Penthouse’ (Metro) is the pi 

ture, along with the Berle troupe 

Both were drawing Friday night, 

the jammed house indicating a 

heavy week. 





The comedy, which is sustained 
throughout the show, is what 
ma!t:es it, and MBerle does’ the 
comedy—anybody'’s. No laughless 
stretches for more than five min- 
utes at a time in the hour and a 
half of show. They laughed at 


every move and every gag (except 
one) ventured by Berle. When the 
exception laid an egg the comic ad 
libbed, ‘Funny. They laughed 
when Phil Baker told it.’ 

Show is practically an intact ver- 
sion of one of the routines used by 
Berle during his six weeks’ Chicago 
run, in routine and material. Sup- 
porting talent fits, with Berle and 
on its own. There's Tess Gardell 
(Aunt Jemima), Eddie Miller, 
Henry King’s orchestra from the 
Pierre hotel, Madlyn Killeen and a 
line of 24 girls, presumably Chester 
Hale's. 

Between Big Tess and Miller, 
both of whom have their own spots, 
there’s lots of fancy singing. Berle 
uses Tess and Miss Killeen as 
foils, the latter being a standard 
sparring partner for him, but with 
Tess he gave away too much 
weight. She and Berle together 
topped off her own turn with her 
pianist and the twosome had the 
customers yelling. 

Miller does two numbers alone 
in ‘one,’ also finishing in harness 
with Berle. The singer has never 
been in better voice. There’s some- 
thing keeping Miller off the air, but 
it can’t be those pipes, and it prob- 
ably won’t be for long. 

The King orchestra is a soft- 
playing non-brass outfit of 10 
pieces, the leader being a person- 
able young man who doubles be- 
tween the stick and the piano. As 
a new one, on straight routine, its 
merits are difficult to judge on this 
date, since the turn is broken up 
here for the Berle comedy inter- 
ruptions. On what’s shown it im- 
presses chiefly as a dance band. 

Ususual heavy course of trailers 
and newsreel, but the State cus- 
tomers don’t seem to mind. Bige. 


MICHIGAN 


Detroit, Sept. 18. 


This is the first of the shows 
booked entirely by the present re- 
gime under Herschel Stuart, et al. 
And the first show this season that 
they will talk about. It’s entertain- 
ment from the opening routine. Too 
many shows have been sluffed with 
the thought that the picture was 
good enough to carry the week. 
Coupled with ‘Pent House’ (Metro), 
on the screen, it should do business. 

Talent on stage includes Hal Le- 
Roy, Nobel Sissle and band, Gus 
Van and Clifford and Marion. With 
Carla Torney producing, 12 Torney 
girls are used. Show offers plenty 
of problems as to routining, but 
final running has Clifford and 
Marion opening after a line routine, 
Gus Van second, Hal LeRoy next, 
and Sissle closing. 

Surprise of the show is how the 
Sissle band has improved since last 
seen here. 

Acts are helped plenty by the 
lighting Miss Torney has tricked up 
for the show. Using mostly pain 
drapes, she lighted it so that it 
looks like more scenically than it 
really is. 

The line offers two routines, both 
of which are effective, helped again 
by the lighting. The silhouette 
number hasn’t been seen here be- 
fore. Second routine has some of 
the girls doing specialties in an 
acrobatic routine. Cirls contribu- 
ting specialties are Florence West, 
Ruth Brown, Ruth Zinn, Betty 
Robins and Dee Lang. 

Sam Ben-Avie’s overture is ‘Zieg- 
feld Impressions.’ Lee. 


New Warner Club Prez 


Attendant on the election of 
Alfred W. Schmalberg, WB's head 
of exchange operations, to presi- 
dency of the Warner Club, various 





benefits to the members, com- 
prising Warner employees, have 
been increased. 

New board of officers includes 


Jules Levey, retiring president, as 
v.p. in charge of membership; Ruth 
Weisberg, v.p. in charge of welfare; 
Steve Trilling, v.p. in charge of en- 
tertainment; -Thomas J. Martin, 
treasurer, and Louis Aldrich, secre- 
tary. 

Executive board takes in new 
president and these officers as well 
as Harold Reiner, Karl MacDonald, 


Frank L. Gates, Alex MacBeath, 
W. S. MacDonald, C. A. Nichols, 
George O'Keefe, Margaret Peterson, 
E. Reilly, Arthur Sachson, _ S. 
Schneider, Max Blackman, Sid 





Goidberg and E. B. Barrison. 











16 VARIETY Tuesday, September 19, 1933 


Qe eeeeeese : ——————— = ——— : = 7 


THEY'VE GOT TO HAND 
IT ($) TO YOU... 


when you play FOX pictures 


Miracle-working FOX manpower amazes a dazzled 
show world with one showmanship triumph after 
another. Exhibitors everywhere are leading their | 
towns in the recovery parade under the FOX 
banner. Just see what FOX is doing! 
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MY WEAKNESS with LILIAN HARVEY, LEW 
AYRES. 8B. G. DeSylva Production. The money 
musical of the year. Opening at Radio City Music 
Hall, Sept. 21. Watch it follow the golden trail blazed 
by other great FOX pictures in this house. 







BERKELEY SQUARE with LESLIE HOWARD, 
HEATHER ANGEL. Jesse L. Lasky production. Box 
office lines a block long brave driving rain at $2 Gaiety. 
Biggest advance sale in theatre’s history. k*x*x* from 
New York Daily News. All other critics ecstatic. 








THE POWER AND THE GLORY with SPENCER 
TRACY, COLLEEN MOORE. Jesse L. Lasky produc- 
tion. .Tremendous crowds tax capacity of Radio City 
Music Hall...after sensational 4-week run at $2 Gaiety 
...indicating one of the season’s greatest popular price 
attractions. 













WILL ROGERS in DOCTOR BULL. “Variety” reports 
this a mop-up in Philadelphia, Lincoln, Tacoma, Port- 
land, San Francisco. Atlantic City wires all-day capacity 
crowds. 















JANET GAYNOR and WARNER BAXTER in 
PADDY the Next Best Thing. “Variety” describes busi- 
ness as “wow,” “splendid,” “big,” etc., in Birmingham, 


Newark, Chicago, St. Louis, Buffalo, Kansas City, In- 


dianapolis, Providence. 
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COLUMBIA DELIVERS 





‘Lady For A Day Gets Top Spots, 


Best Playing 


Columbia’s “Lady For A Day” 
is capturing the best spots, pre- 
ferred playing time and extended 
runs. Theatres which formerly 
played a picture four days are 
giving this . Columbia money- 
maker a full week. 


The picture is playing this week 
in first-run houses in Boston, 


Syracuse, Los Angeles, . Frisco, 
Cleveland, Detroit, Washington, 
Columbus, Dayton, Cincinnati, 


Buffalo, Louisville, Terre Haute, 
Fort Wayne, Trenton, Lowell, 
Rochester, Troy, Schenectady, Al- 
bany, Hartford, Providence, Chi- 
cago, Akron, Owatonna, Redwood 
Falls, Blanchester, ‘Stamford, Lin- 
coln and Dothan. 

Backing up this remarkable list 
of engagements is an exception- 
ally strong publicity and exploita- 
tion campaign. In addition to the 
“Apple Annie” stunt pulled na- 
tionally and repeated in a score of 
cities, Columbia is backing first- 
runs with a national advertising 


Time Over U. S. 





Pressbook on ‘Lady’ 
Handed Great Praise 





Columbia’s pressbook on 
“Lady For A Day” has been 
the recipient of large bunches 
of orchids. Commentators 
have found it as nearly per- 
fection in this line as can 
ever be looked for, they de- 
clare. 

The entire “Apple Annie” 
stunt that grabbed columns 
of space in the N. Y. dailies 
before the picture opened at 
the Music Hall was taken 
bodily from the pressbook 
and worked out in practical 
detail by Columbia publicity 
staff. It was a mop-up. 

“Phil M. Daly” in Film 
Daily says this is only addi- 
tional proof that Columbia 
pressbooks are made _ for 
showmen, and he strongly 
urges all exhibs to use them 
to the limit. 











campaign and a broadcasting cam- 
paign in almost fifty key cities, in- 
cluding Atlanta, Boston, Buffalo, 
Cincinnati, Hartford, Los Angeles. 
New Orleans, Detroit, San Fran- 
cisco and St. Louis. 

These broadcasts are strictly 
sales talks given at intervals—six 
times a day for four days—start- 
ing two days preceding the run 
and continuing during the first 
two days of the picture’s showing. 


“Lady For a Day” will probably 
establish a record for added play- 
ing time, as the extended runs 
come not so much as the result of 
super-salesmanship as from the 
box-office merits of the picture. 
Without exception this Frank 
Capra production is proving to be 
the outstanding feature of the 
year. - 


COL. COMPLETES ALL 
ITS 1932-33 PROGRAM 


Columbia Pictures is completing 
production on the four pictures 
which will complete its 1932-33 
program. “My Woman,” featur- 
ing Helen Twelvetrees, Wal- 
lace Ford and Victor Jory, is al- 
ready in the cutting room. Shoot- 
ing on “Fury of the Jungle,” “East 
of Fifth Avenue” and “Man of 
Steei” are in their advanced 
stages. ‘Fury of the Jungle” 
would have been finished long ago 
except for the interruption of the 
strike. Roy Neill is handling the 
megaphone, and Peggy Shannon, 
Donald Cook, Alan  Dinehart, 
Toshia Mori and Dudley Digges 
are in the cast. “East of Fifth 
Avenue” will go into the cutting 
room any day now. This is a pic- 
ture which will have Dorothy 
Tree, the young lady Columbia is 
going to spring as a surprise on 
the movie-going public, in a lead- 
ing role with Wallace Ford, Mary 
Carlisle, Walter Byron, Walter 
Connolly and Lucien Littlefield. 
“Man of Steel,” the Jack Holt pic- 
ture, is in its last week of produc- 
tion. Fay Wray has the feminine 
lead. 











Contracts Pour In 





They are singing “Happy Days 
Are Here Again” at Columbia Pic- 
tures, for contracts for their 
1933-34 product are pouring in at 
the fastest rate in Columbia his- 
tory. And they are complete con- 
tracts, too, covering the full line 
of shorts, as well as features and 
action pictures. Columbia, if you 
will remember, is the company 
that set a record by opening its 
convention with a collection of 
contracts for the new season. 
The good example. established 


STEADY FLOW 


OF BIG ONES 
FOR COL. 


Three of the greatest directors 
in motion pictures and the fore- 
most American stage director are 
turning out pictures for Columbia. 


The three directors are Lewis 
Milestone, Frank Capra and Frank 
Borzage. The stage director is 
Gilbert Miller. The mere mention 
of their names is enough to ac- 
quaint the public with what they 
can do. In addition, the best au- 
thors have been drafted to supply 
them with stories equal to their 
talents. 

With this combination, and the 
best in mechanical equipment, Co- 
lumbia thunders ahead to give the 
best in screen entertainment. 


“Lady For A Day,” directed by 
Frank Capra, was the first of the 
big pictures to be released for the 
1933-34 season. Taken from the 
story by Damon Runyon, it re- 
ceived unanimous acclaim. Capra 
is already at work on his second, 
a starring production for Robert 
Montgomery. It is “Night Bus,” 
from the Cosmopolitan story by 
Samuel Hopkins Adams. Robert 
Riskin, who did “Lady For A Day,” 
is adapting it. 

Frank Borzage has_ recently 
completed “Man's Castle,” his first 
for Columbia. This idyllic love 
tale stars Spencer Tracy afd 
Loretta Young. His second Co- 
lumbia picture is a story by Jo 
Swerling, tentatively known as ‘No 
Cannons Roar,’ based on a story 
by Ferenc Molnar, and work has 
already begun on it. 

Lewis Milestone, winner of Pho- 
toplay medal for 1931 for “All 
Quiet on the Western Front” and 
two awards of the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
for “All Quiet” and “Two Arabian 
Nights,” has been selected by Co- 
lumbia to direct a story by Lau- 
rence Stallings, tentatively titled 
“Red Square.” 

Columbia has reached out to 
bring the talents of the greatest 
producer and stage director of 
New York to the screen. It has 
signed Gilbert Miller, son of the 
illustrious Henry Miller, to direct 
the latest Leslie Howard picture, 
“The Lady Is Willing.” Mr. Mil- 
ler has given the stage some of 
its greatest plays, “The Dove,” 
“Journey’s End,” “The Play’s the 
Thing,” and many, many others. 
Leslie Howard in his short screen 
career has become one of the 








then is even being improved upon. 


most sought-after male stars. 


“LADY FOR A DAY 
JAMS MUSIC HALL 


Capra’s First for Season 
Proves to Be Knockout 
at Radio City—Review- 
ers Unanimous—Hold It 
Rates Place Among Ten 
Best of Year 








WHAT CRITICS SAY 





“Lady For A Day,” Columbia’s 
smash hit and the first Frank 
Capra production of the season, 
literally packed them in at Radio 
City Music Hall last week, and is 
proceeding to do the same thing 
all over the United States. 
Newspaper critics left no doubts 
in the minds of their readers that 
they liked “Lady For A Day,” 
Bland Johaneson in the Mirror de- 
claring it likely to be one of the 
ten best for 1933. Here are some 
of the raves: 

William Boehnel, World-Tele- 
gram: “Required motion picture 
going for the week includes ‘Lady 
For a Day’...a grand story told 
in a grand way.” 

Rose Pelswick, Evening Journal: 
“. . . @ magnificent picture. Co- 
lumbia Pictures can point with 
pride to this production, and this 
column can only urge you not to 
miss it.” 


Regina Crewe, American: “Won- 
derfully effective entertainment 
-.. one of the few films that will 
be remembered always.” 

Mordaunt Hall, Times: “. .. its 
entertainment value is not to be 


denied.” 
Richard Watts, Jr. Herald 
Tribune: “. . . so wisely amiable 


in its appeal that it must be set 
down as one of the most engag- 
ing cinema orgies of the season 
... I enjoyed it enormously.” 

Bland Johaneson, Daily Mirror: 
“Rush right over to Radio City if 
you want to see a movie which 
combines every happy element of 
entertainment. ...It is a delight- 
ful picture and a great one; prob- 
ably, even at this early date, one 
of the ten best pictures of 1933.” 

Kate Cameron, Daily News: 
“, . » delightfully presented ... 
thoroughly entertaining from be- 
ginning to end.” 

Thornton Delehanty, Evening 
Post: “. .. lively, convincing and 
uncommonly entertaining ... has 
an insinuating charm.” 


+ 








Col.’s ‘Apple Annie’ 
Stunt National Hit 





Columbia’s “Apple Annie” 
stunt in exploitation of the 
opening of “Lady For A Day” 
clicked so well in New York. 
The Columbia press agents 
copped unusual space and 
commanding position in the 
local papers of scores of 
cities. 











COL. STUDIOS 
SPEEDING 
WORK 


Columbia is keeping to its slo- 
gan of “March Forward,” by hav-- 
ing seven productions in work, 18 


being rushed into shape and six 
in the cutting room. The pic- 
tures now in active production 





include, ‘“Man’s Castle,” “My 
Woman,” “Fury of the Jungle,” 
“East of Fifth Avenue,” Man of 


Steel,” “Hold the Press,” and “The 
Lady is Willing.” 

The 18 productions being readied 
for the cameras will be started in 
a few weeks. “The Ninth Guest” 
is awaiting cast assignments. 
“World’s Fair,” with Jack Holt, is 
in script form. The script of 
“Night Bus,’ with Robert Mont- 
gomery, is nearing completion. 
Song hits for “Let’s Fall in Love” 
are being written by Ted Koehler 
and Harold Arlen. The remaining 
pictures awaiting production cues 
are “Take the Witness,” “The 
Most Precious Thing in Life,” 
“Biddy,” “Once to Every Woman,” 
“Sisters Under the Skin,” “Fight- 
ing Code” and “Straightaway.” 

Among the productions now in 
the cutting room are “Above the 
Clouds,” “The Thrill Hunter” and 
“Police Car 17.” 

Other important productions be- 
ing prepared are “No Cannons 
Roar,” “Fog,” “Shadows of Sing 
Sing,” “Hello Big Boy,” “Whom 
the Gods Destroy,” “Produce the 
Body,” “House of Murder,” and 
“Murder in the Studio.” 

Never has such activity been 
present in the Columbia organiza - 
tion. All efforts are toward mak- 
ing this its biggest year and keep- 
ing all pictures to the standard of 
“Lady for a Day,” its first hit of 





the 1933-’34 season. 


‘ 





Exhibitors Grab Columbia Shorts 
As Lineup Indicates Popularity 





Exhibitors are booking Colum- 
bia shorts as rapidly as they are 
released. The shorts for the new 
season reach a new high, appeal- 
ing to all tastes and modes. Ex- 


hibitors have expressed admira- 
tion at their unusual quality. 
Twenty-six two-reel comedies, as 
yet untitled, are being made, as 
well as seven single-reel series. 

The two-reel comedies will in- 
clude a Mickey McGuire series, 
taken from the cartoon by Fon- 
taine Fox, and a Smith and Dale 
series. In the other groups musi- 
cal comedy headliners, popular 
stage comedians, outstanding 
radio personalities and famous 
Hollywood names will be featured. 
Music will play an important part 
in their production. 





In the single-reel series, many 





recognized stars will be seen. 
There will be the Krazy Kat Kar- 
toons, from the strip by George 
Harriman; Scrappy, produced by 
Charlie Mintz and glorifying the 
all-American boy; “March of the 
Years,” which uses headline mate - 
rial of yesterday for its subject 
matter and which has already re- 
ceived raves from the Hollywood 
Reporter; “Minute Mysteries,” de- 
tectograms produced from. the 
syndicated feature by H. A. Rip- 
lep; “A World of Spcrts,” an au- 
thentic series of sport reels pre- 
sented seasonally to take advan- 
tage of public interest; Screen 
Snapshots, Columbia’s fan maga- 
zine of the air, and Walter Futter’s 
“Travelaughs” with John P. Med- 
bury dialogue, in which the earth 
is toured with a renowned hu- 


Columbia Offers Man's Castle’ 
On Heels of 


‘Lady For A Day’ 


Columbia is now prepared to 
give the country its second great 
picture for the 1933-34 season, 
“Man’s Castle,” directed by Frank 
Borzage. With “Lady For A Day,” 
a Frank Capra production, al- 
ready released and a recognized 
hit, Columbia is forging ahead 
with its policy of big pictures by 


big directors. 

“Man’s Castle” is the first Co- 
lumbia picture Frank Borzage has 
done, But the word is already 
around that it will be equal to his 
“Seventh Heaven.” Shooting was 
finished the latter part of August, 
and the film is now being cut. 
Borzage is starting preparations 
for his second Columbia picture, a 
story by Jo Swerling. 

The story for “Man’s Castle” is 
from a play by Lawrence Hazard. 
It is a beautiful and poignant love 
tale of a poor waif and a tough 
fellow who has the wanderlust. It 
is the type of story that is best 
handled by Borzage. 

Spencer Tracy and _ Loretta 
Young are the stars, and the sup- 
porting cast boasts a number of 
outstanding performers, among 
whom are Walter Connolly, Mar- 
jorie Rambeau, Arthur Hohl, 
Glenda Farrell, Dickie Moore and 
Helen Jerome Eddy. 

One of the features of “Man’s 
Castle” is the immense and real- 
istic set depicting a settle- 
ment on the river banks of New 
York. Many feature writers have 
already sent their respective 
papers articles commenting about 
it. It was made entirely of re- 
claimed lumber and tin. And in 
the background are seen about sev- 
enty skyscrapers, L tracks and the 
rest of the New York skyline. 


‘BRIEF MOMENT’ WINS 
PRAISE AND BUSINESS 


“Brief Moment,” Columbia’s pic- 
ture which opens Friday, Sept. 
29th, at the Roxy Theatre, New 
York, is_attracting great notices 
and business everywhere. It is 
another evidence of the firm’s sin- 
cerity when it says, “March For- 
ward with Columbia.” 

“Brief Moment” was adapted 
from the S. N. Behrman play of 
the same name which enjoyed a 
healthy run on Broadway and 
starred Francine Larrimore. In 
the screen version Carole Lom- 
bard portrays the role of the 
night club singer who marries the 
scion of an artisocratic family and 
mekes a man out of him. 

It is a sophisticated tale of two 
people which, some say, actually 
happened. In addition to Miss 
Lombard there are Gene Raymond, 
as the dissolute son of wealth, and 
Monroe Owsley, as Sig, his cock- 
tail-drinking buddy. 


Plenty of Life and Pep 
In ‘Platinum Blonde’ 


Washington, D. C. 
Columbia’s “Platinum Blonde,” 
directed by Frank Capra and 
revived at the Metropolitan, first- 
run theatre here, turned in a re- 
markable gross. This is the pic- 
ture which brought Jean Harlow 
to fame and is being revived by 
Columbia very successfully. It 
was a swell picture when it was 
made, and it is even better now 
that Harlow has risen to a top- 
notch position in the industry. It 
is doubtful whether Jean ever did 
a better piece of work. As a re- 
sult of its splendid performance 
at the Metropolitan a number of 
theatres in the locality have re- 
booked the _ picture. “Platinum 
Blonde” is one of the few pictures 
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FOREIGN FILM NEWS| 








Australian Bankers Open Way for 


New Plunge Into Native Producing | ,.:::':"2.3e=" 2 


By ERIC GORRICK 
Sydney, Aug. 20. 

Australian film men are serious in 
their attempt to capture a portion 
of the local field with home-made 
pictures. 

Never before have so many Anzac 
studios been-in constant operation. 
The real companies are experiencing 
no difficulty in obtaining financial 
backing from bankers and big busi- 
ness men. 

Cinesound will spend in produc- 
tion £150,000 a year, made up as 
follows: 

Twelve features at average cost of 
£10,000 each, £120,000. 

Twelve shorts at average cost of 
£1,000 each, £12,000. 

Fifty-two newsreels at a 
cost of £18,000. 

Cinesound will operate two stu- 
dios in Sydney and one in Mel- 
bourne. 

Other independent producing units 
operating in Australia include Eff- 
tee, Pat Hanna Productions, Cente- 
nary Films, McDonagh Productions 
and Charles Chauvel Productions. 
All of these units plan to build up 
the industry in this country and 
seek a market not only in Australia 
but abroad. 

Producers kaow that in the past 
many locally made pictures have 
failed because of lack of entertain- 
ment value. but from now on they 
say they will concentrate on pro- 
ducing pictures on a line with the 
average American feature currently 
being offered here. 

Star Problem 

It was pointed out to a well- 
known producer that perhaps one 
of the biggest obstacles to overcome 
was the star factor. Producer 
agreed that in Australia there were 
really no big picture names, but 
with care it would be quite possible 
to foster artists of promise and 
build their b. 0. value. At present 
producers would mainly concentrate 
on making pictures for the masses 
rather than seek to build up any one 
particular performer. 

In the three studios controlled by 
Cinesound, capital invested amounts 
to 82,000 pounds. With all three 
studios in operation over 400 actors 
would be given work. 

The Federal Government is said 
to be interested in the native pro- 
ducing idea and may possibly re- 
introduce prizes for the best films 
produced each year, amounting to 
10,000 pounds. Ih 1927 the govern- 
ment in power at the time prom- 
ised to give 5,000 pounds for the 
best film produced, but owing to the 
few companies then engaged in 
film work the idea was abandoned. 


total 


One Holdout 


Prince Edward, ace Sydney house 
controlled by Carrolls, will remain 
strictly independent. 

It had been previously announced 
that P. E. would go over to General 
Theatres Corporation, thus giving 
this organization complete control 
of Sydney’s ace motion picture 
houses. The decision of the Car- 
rolls to .remain alone in Sydney 
will give G. T. the only real oppo- 
sition in this, the principal city of 
Australia. 

Although Prince Edward operated 
mostly with Par attractions, wider 
scope in program selection is now 
made possible owing to an agree- 


ment with Fox, British-Gaumont 
and Warners. 
Real kick in the Carroll move 


was the securing of ‘Good Compan- 
ions.’ This feature had been heay- 
ily advertised as set for a run in 
a G. T. Sydney house, but appar- 
ently Carrolls outbid for the at- 
traction. The Fox swing, too, is 
quite a surprise, because it is some 
considerable time since a Fox pic- 
ture played the P. E. 


Lady Tallis Dies 

Tallis, wife of Sir George 
former director of W. T., 
died suddenly in Melbourne re- 
cently. Lady Tallis had appeared 
on the professional stage under the 
name of Millie Young, and was 4 
sister to the late Florence Young, 
musical comedy actress. 





Lady 
Tallis, 





W-T Opposition 
Williamson-Tait due for some op- 
position in the legit field when the 
newly formed Thring-Tallis organ- 
ization comes into operation. The 
Princess theatre, Melbourne, has 
been taken over from the Fullers 


by T-T and will be used exclu- 
sively for stage shows. No move 
yet announced concerning a Syd- 


but 


success 


y theatre, if the Melbourne 
venture is a T-T will un- 
doubtedly seek an opening this way. 

At the pre time Sir George 


ney 


sent 


+ 





New Tokyo 3,800-Seater 
First Runs U Releases 


Tokyo, Sept. 1. 
theatre, largest in 
Orient, opened in Osaka, Aug. 31. 
House seats 3,800 and can ac- 
commodate 5,000. Fully equipped 
for legit performances, with 192- 
foot revolving stage, automatic 
light panel and scene loft (stage is 
336 feet deep), but will continue 
straight picture, policy indefinitely. 

House is being booked by Univer- 
sal Pictures, which will use its own 
product 100% and acquire the bal- 
ance outside. Since double features 
are customary, this means house 
will have more outsiders than Uni- 
versals in year. Universal for some 
time has had similar arrangements 
with Kobe Kinema Club and Kyoto 
Kinema Club. These two houses 
now will play identical programs 
with Toyo theatre, taking them in 
the following ‘week. 

New house opened yesterday 
with U’s reissued ‘King of Jazz’ and 
‘The Big Cage.’ 


NAZIS FORBID 
STAR RATINGS 


Berlin, Sept. 8. 

Stars can no longer insist on their 
right to that designation here. New 
Nazi law is to the effect that no 
actor may insist on star billing in 
contracts or otherwise. 

Law goes on to state that in the 
ease of several well-known name 
players being in a film no one must 
be given prominent billing over 
another, all to be treated equally. 
Stars, of course, may be billed in 
advance of a film’s title if the pro- 
ducer so wishes but cannot have 
anything to say about it, that being 
entirely up to the producer. 

Reason for the decree is ‘cultural 
and social.’ 


BARGAIN COSTS LURE 
FILMERS TO MALLORCA 


Madrid, Sept. 6. 

Jacques Constant, connected with 
Realites, French organization, has 
gone to Mallorca to make a picture 
in colors of the island and its peo- 
ple. Mallorca is famous as the 
mecca for writers and artists who 
like inexpensive living. 

Consant said upon its completion, 
sound will be dubbed for the United 
States, Germany, and France. 

Mallorca has attracted attention 
as a possible site for location mate- 
rial, Last winter a large part of 
the Spanish film, ‘Star of Valencia,’ 
was taken on the island. Several 
concerns, lured by the low costs, 
are said to be considering the Ba- 
learics as a suitable site for the 
construction of permanent studios. 
Among these is a Spanish outfit, 
now located in Barcelona, which 
has already turned out several two- 
reel comedies and is now ready to 
produce full-length pieces, 


New Toyo 











Kane Off on Mission 
For Fox Co. in Paris 


Bob Kane leaves for Paris toward 
the end of the week to make some 
further investigations for Fox. 

Kane will talk to Eric Pommer 
and work with him on the first cou- 
ple pictures which Pommer has 
under way there for Fox. 





Shapiro Gets Rights 
Irving Shapiro has taken Ameri- 
can rights to ‘Marie,’ made by Paul 
Fejos in Budapest. 
European reports called ‘Marie’ 
the exponent of a new talker tech- 
nique. 





Tallis is abroad seeking produc- 
tions. 

It is the intention of the new or- 
ganization to run stage productions 
and produce talkers at the same 
time in Melbourne. Artists booked 
for the legit shows will also be 
given the opportunity to work in 
pictures under the Efftee banner. 
Frank Harvey, English, will be first 
imported actor. 








Home Pride 





Capetown, Sept. 18. 
ipetown Outspan,’ daily, 


excited about Paramount's 
|] ‘Search for Beauty’ contest, 
that it sent a reporter with the 
| winners all the way from here 
| to Hollywood. One man and 
| woman winners were picked. 
I. A. Harding is the reporter 
accompanying the couple, with 
orders to send daily stories 
back of the trip, and then 0.0. 
Hollywood generally. 


Seidelman Home, Goes 
On with Next Phase of 
Col. Sales Expansion 


J. H. Seidelman, Columbia foreign 
head, is back from a trip to Europe 
during which he started organiza- 
tion of a wide sales system for Co- 
lumbia. He appointed resident 
managers in several countries, 
opened several offices and is now 
back in New York to arrange for 
further expansion from the home 
offi. ». 

In England Seidelman appointed 
a number of sales heads for various 
sections of the country and ordered 
the opening of half a dozen ex- 
clLanges. Max Thorpe is sales man- 
ager for the country, working out 
of London. Hannah Kass, formerly 
New York head of Columbia’s 
foreign biz, is also in London, on 
special assignments for the foreign 
office. 

In Copenhagen Seidelman opened 
a new Columbia office, with John 
Neilsen in charge. A new Co- 
lumbia distributing company is be- 
ing organized for Paris, but no one 
named to the post yet. In Spain, 
Seidelman arranged a deal with a 
new local distributing company, 
Cifesa, for the handling of his prod- 
uct. Italy is still being worked on. 
Columbia isn’t bothering at all with 
Germany under current conditions. 

Seidelman reports that conditions 
on the Continent are not at all dis- 
tressing and that there seems to be 
ample space for expansion in a 
number of important spots. 


Nazi Exile Doing 0.K. 


London, Sept. 8. 
Heinrich Fraenkel, former Variery 
correspondent in Berlin and a Nazi 
scrammer, is set with Gaumont- 
British to do an adaptation of ‘Jew 
Suss’ for the screen. He'll work on 

the story with Dorothy Farnum. 
Lothar Mendes will handle the 
megaphone for the film, in which 
Conrad Veidt will have the title role. 


TOWER BLOCK SOLD 


Arthur Ziehm, head of General 
Foreign Sales, has acquired foreign 
sales rights to twelve Tower Pic- 
tures, 

Sight of the dozen films are com- 
pleted, the other four to be made. 























German Exiles Band 


Paris, Sept. 8. 
L’Entr'aide Israelite (Jewish First 
Aid) in Paris has formed an artistic 


group of German film and theatre 
refugees and will attempt to band 
them together for stage and film 


work locally. 

Figured that getting the refugees 
together they can turn out some 
good work, whereas scattered and 
apart the Germans in Paris are hay- 
ing a tough time finding work de- 
spite their background because, 
naturally, they are rated secondary 
to native talent. 


OWN PRODUCERS 


Paris, Sept. 8. 
Several French writers have 
formed a film company under the 
name of ‘Les Auteurs Associes’ 


(Associated Authors), idea being to 
film their own works without inter- 
mediaries. Marcel Pagnol, who au- 
thored ‘Topaze’ and several other 
big stage hits, is head of the group. 

Jean Sarment, Jean Cineo and 
several other name writers in Paris 
have joined the group, with Charles 
Brun, Rene Pagnol, Marcel Gras 
and Charles Corbesa handling the 
business end. 

Production on the first film is to 
start immediately at the Braun- 
berger-Richebe studio. 


Germany Bans Many U. S. 
Films on Trick Grounds 


Berlin, Sept. 8. 

Barring of pictures goes on here, 
with a steady stream of new bans 
issued. 

Latest are Metro’s ‘Paid,’ consid- 
ered immoral; Radio’s ‘King Kong,’ 
called cruel to animals, and War- 
ners’ ‘Beggar’s Opera,’ too modern 
as well as immoral. 

‘Opera’ has already shown at 
about all the possible theatres in 
Germany, so nothing much lost. 


Fox Gives ‘State Fair’ 


French, German Dubs 


‘State Fair’ is being dubbed by 
Fox into French and German for 
both those territories. 

Picture is the biggest Fox grosser 
in Europe this year, having so far 
cashed in 65% at the receipts taken 














last year by ‘Cavalcade.’ 








Lisbon, Sept. 6. 

Serious talk of a contingent law 
being passed here by Oct. 1, which 
would hamper American film activi- 
ties in Portugal. Same sort of chat- 
ter about Spain, but here it’s al- 
most certain to be forthcoming. 

American filmers suddenly dis- 
covered the Spanish market about 
18 months ago, Paramount leading 
the parade. Par sent in a batch of 
pictures and made money, with all 
the other American companies fol- 
lowing, most of them to profit. 
Spain and Portugal (generally com- 
bined for film purposes as one ter- 
ritory) are now considered by most 
American export companies as third 
to England and France among world 
markets in actual cash value. 

Local Producing? 

With a contingent going through, 
in the French and German manner, 
to hamper film activities for Ameri- 
cans, it is figured a number of U. 5S. 
companies may have to move in on 
production here. Warners and 
Metro have practically decided to 
do this on their own, anyway, but 
whether Portugal will accept dub- 
bing in Madrid, and vice versa, is 
tre question, If split up, it will 
be practically impossible for U. §& 





companies to function. 





Spanish, Portuguese Quota Gestures 
Added Problems to American Trade 





SWISS LAW EXCLUDES 
MINORS FROM CINEMA 


Zurich, Sept. 8. 

Children under 16 can no longer 
see picture shows in this country. 
New law has been passed barring 
children from films, even if accom- 
panied by parents or even if pic- 
tures are okayed on all sides as 
clean and satisfactory. 





Government explanation to the 
law is that frequently when films 
are especially adaptable for children 
the theatre throws in shorts that 
are not desirable for minors, or 
trailers of the following week's films 
that are in the same class. 

Attempts are now being made to 
organize special film showings for 
children on a one-day-a-week ‘basis 


at which special programs will be 
mad up which the government offi 
cials consider satisfactory. Prob- 
ably Saturday matinees. 

Canton of Vaud was the first to 


pass the no-children law, 30 of the re 
1 


maining 31 Swiss Cantons following 


suit immediately. It's the first 5 
ernment in the world to ym ly 
bar films to children. e i 


Cable Address: 
Telephone Temple Bar 5041-501" 


British-Gaumont, Radio Break Of 
Relations Over Sale of ‘King Kong 


» 
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London, Sep 18 
Arthur Jarrett. head booke for 
theatre ir- 
route to New York. 


Sept 23 


the Gaumont-British 
cuits is en 
leaving London 
intention of picking up more 
uct for his chains on this 
Jarrett has broken with RKO- 
Radio, insisting that he will take 
no more of that company's product. 
That leaves a gap in the product 
lineup 


with the 
prod- 


side 


To Opposition 

Trouble with Radio came over 
‘King Kone.’ G-B was using Radio 
pictures on the chain, but the 
‘Kong’ picture was taken from 
them and sold to A. B. C. (BIP), 
opposition circuit. Film has turned 
into about the biggest money ma- 
ker in England this year with G-B 
burning. 

Gaumont generally pays about 
20% to 25% for American films on 
a circuit booking. In the case of 
‘Kong’ the American company 
asked for a expecting 40% 
straight. 

Gaumont- British couldn't see 
those terms, but offered 33%, more 
than average, for the one picture 
as an exceptional draw possibility. 
This Radio turned down when ABC 
agreed to pay the 40% figure. 


WILL U. S. FILMERS BO 
RIGHT BY RED IDEALS? 


boost, 





Moscow, Sept. 1. 

Reports that Hollywood is tak- 
ing up the Soviet Union and the 
Russian Revolution as themes and 
backdrops for films is not arousing 
any enthusiasm at this end, 

Moscow doesn’t see the compli- 
ment. It has a suspicion that rev- 
olution a la Hollywood will not be 
flattering to the Bolsheviks. The 
American scribblers, emigre Rus- 
sians and Slavic authorities, whose 
names figure in connection with 
such oversea efforts are, of course, 
not notorious for their friendship 
with Stalin. 

Heretofore, at least, Hollywood 
has sought information and guid- 
ance on things Soviet from exiled 
grand dukes, expelled journalists 
and other experts unlikely to give 
the Bolshevik devil his due. 

Hope for a genuine picture about 
the new Russia, without bias or 
hokum, was aroused a couple of 
years ago by the visit of Cecil De- 
Mille. Maybe something will still 
come of it. He left the impression 
in Moscow of an earnest and sym- 
pathetic desire to convey through 
the films the real inner drama and 
heroism as well as the outer melo- 
drama of the revolution. 


Sir Ben Hastens West 
To Stricken Gen. Mgr. 


Sir Benjamin Fuller, head of the 
Fuller Theatre Circuit of Australia, 
left New York suddenly by plane 
for Hollywood Thursday (14) even- 
ing on receipt of news that W. J. 
Douglas, his general manager, had 
been rushed to the hospital there 
for an operation. 

Douglas, who followed Sir Ben 
from Australia, arrived in Holly- 
wood Tuesday (12) and was to have 
come right on to New York. He 
got a sudden attack of appendicitis, 
however, and was rushed to Cedars 
of Lebanon Hospital. He's | re- 
ported doing favorably. : 











Producing in Spain 


Madrid, Sept. 6. 

Iberian Art Film Company and 
Spanish Cinematographic Coopera- 
tive are the two latest Spanish film 
producing companies. ‘ & 

The Iberian outfit already has 
started work on ‘Alala,’ based on a 
novel by Rafael Lopez de .Haro 
Adolph Trotz, a German, is direct- 
ing. 

Cecilio Rodriguez de ‘la 
president of S. C. C 


Vega is 


Spanish Grandee Falls 


Madrid, Sept. 6. ; 


Spanish films have a new pro- 
lucer and actor of royal lineage. 
The titled cabalero this time is 
he Marquis of Portago, who is 
nz and playing the lead in 
Sierra de Ronda.’ 


‘ 
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EXPLOITATION 


2 et By Epes W. Sargent 








Won Extra Days 
Canton, O. 

Dick Crusiger, manager Warner 
Bros. Alhambra here, is responsible 
for a novel bit of exploitation in 
connection with the screening of 
‘Her First Mate.’ Crusiger ar- 
ranged with the management of 
Meyer’s Lake Park here for the use 
of four battery driven boats, and 
using contestants in a marathon in 
progress at the park ballroom, 
staged a boat race at 3 on a Sun- 
day afternoon, the day the film 
opened a scheduled four-day run. 
Race was run off in two heats, 
with four couples participating in 
each heat. Victors of the two heats 
competed for the winner. Each 
boat was gaily decorated with pen- 
nants bearing the name of the the- 
atre, title of the picture and name 
of the merchant or firm sponsoring 
that particular boat. 

Theatre awarded cash prizes for 
the winner and the second place. 
Crusiger enlisted enough downtown 
merchants to finance the stunt, in 
return for the advertising, and also 
tied up with the local radio station 
for a week's advance announce- 
ments, Several thousand people 
lined the banks of the lake to wit- 
ness the novel race. Run extended 
three days. 


Kidding a Corker 


Manager who believes in getting 
funny now and then has taken an 
idea from the N. Y. Strand’s offer of 
$10,000 to Judge Crater. He is going 
to offer $5,000 to the man who put 
the shiner on Huey Long, the catch 
being that he must bring the King- 
fish along to identify him. Figures 
on getting a giggle without having 
to pay all that money out. More or 
less questi: nable in spots, but good 
where the chief exec is known to be 
a kidder. 

He’s the same chap who got his 
exchange to send to New York for 
a group of foreign language dailies 
in Yiddish, Italian, Greek, Polish 
and German, Used their front pages 
as his main lobby billing for ‘An- 
other Language’ and had them three 
deep around the board for the first 
couple of days. 

Figured that all but the most serl- 
ous titles can be helped by a little 
judicious foolery. 


Teasing 

One semi-new idea is the untitled 
card, developed from the undated 
bill. Sounds a bit complicated, but 
it worked once. 

Starter is a distribution of cards, 
in the original instance a fairly 
good manila, printed up with, ‘Bring 
this card to the Courtney theatre 
August 5 and have stamped in the 
title of the biggest picture you've 
seen in months and months. Then 
keep the card, which entitles you to 
a rebate of 5c to see this unusual 
feature.’ 

Picture was shown a week later, 
but on the date announced there 
was a girl in the lobby to rubber 
etamp in the title and date of the 
show. More than half of the cards 
given out were brought in, and 
were taken out to be shown others 
who did not go to the trouble. Even 
where the cards did not* come in 
there was some interest in the title, 
so the effect was much better than 
the 50% indicated. 


Worked ’Em 

Arthur Houseman pulled down 
about 40 cols. of advance for Dave 
Hutton between his arrival here and 
the opening at the Fox, Brooklyn. 
He met Hutton at Manhattan 
Transfer, coaching him on what to 
say, with the result that Hutton 
was primed with front page crash- 
ers instead of the dumb line he 
probably would have pulled all by 
himself. Houseman followed this 
up with some specials and landed 
him on a 35-station hook-up. Nice 
work. 











Pre-Release Bally 


Hollywood. 

Taking advantage of the collegi- 
ate angle on ‘Sweetheart of Sigma 
Chi,’ Monogram has been able to 
make a flock of merchandise tie- 
ups, although picture not yet re- 
leased, 

Baker Shoes, Stetson Hats, Rem- 
ington Typewriter, Norge Refrigera- 
tor, Burt Shoes and Grayco shirts 
and ties will boost the film in ad- 
vertising their products. Lindsley 
Parsons, Mono p.a., arranged the 
tieups. 





Voice Tests 

Presence in town of a touring 
phonograph recording device, in for 
the county fair, gave one alert 
thinker a stunt. He arranged with 
the owner of the device to make him 
a set of discs of the voices of well- 
known localites without their 
knowledge. Tipped off the operator 
when the people he wanted came 
up to test the device. Operator re- 
ported a failure and made a second 
record, keeping the first for the 
theatre. 

Going to run these off on the non- 





sync some night, with prizes for 
those who spot all the voices, but 
confident no one will make a perfect 
score. Tested one out, and his wife 
did not recognize his own voice 
coming through the horns, which 
give a different quality to most 
voices. 

Somewhat similar to the voice gag 
now used by Paramount, but, in the 
latter, pictures help the identifica- 
tions. Just small-town stuff, and 
more of a press gag than a stunt, 
but figured it will get attention. 


Talkative Barrel 


Another twist has been given the 
bill at the bottom of a barrel gag. It 
made a local sensation at small cost. 
Setup was apparently the usual gag 
of a bill in the bottom of a barrel, 
but in reality the bill was sufficient- 
ly above the actual bottom to make 
room for a speaker. Barrel was by 
the curb, lashed to a support ap- 
parently to hold it in place, but in 
reality to protect the wire of the 
loudspeaker, which ran down the 
support of the marquee and into the 
underside of the barrel. Wire ran 
up to the third fleor where a tilted 
mirror permitted the operator to 
watch the barrel without being 
seen. 

Beside the mike was a lion roar, 
the familiar rosined string knotted 
into a tin can, and the roar was am- 
plified in the horn. When a crowd 
gathered to see what was making all 
the noise, crisp sales talk would be 
spoken, with now and then a refer- 
ence to the actions of the crowd 
such as, ‘Will the lady in the blue 
hat please move further back.’ That 
seemed to make it all the more mys- 
terious. 

When the message had been de- 
livered, the barrel would go quiet 
and after the crowd drifted away it 
would be baited with a fresh roar. 
It turned in a lot of business. 








Good Slogan 

Advertising some of the coming 
pictures, the N. Y. Academy of Mu- 
sic slogan, ‘We pick the best, then 
scrap the rest.’ Might not be so 
good with patrons who know the 
booking details, but for the average 
clientele it sounds impressive and 
convincing. 

Some advance announcement 
seems to be indicated about now, 
and one theatre has prepared a 
board giving some 20 underlines 
with a brief comment on each as to 
its possibilities. Plans to paste an 
‘I told you so’ over the good guesses 
to indicate that the rest of the esti- 
mates are correct. For that reason 
it’s not going too streng on any 
title, but hopeful there will not be 
many poor guesses to pull down the 
average. If it’s too strong a strain; 
the board will go back to the paint 
shop. 





Just Harder 

Pretty much the old gag of writ- 
ing the title of a star film being 
sold as many times as possible on a 
post card, but given a new twist by 
requiring that it be written back- 
ward, so that it would show properly 
only if held up to a mirror. 

:Put a brand new kick into an old 
idea, and deciding the winners was 
helped by the fact that there were 
fewer repetitions to be counted. 
Probably the old stunt would not 
have caught more than a couple of 
hundred, but the: new condition 
made it sound new all over and 
brought in several hundred re- 
sponses. Others told someone 
around the theatre that they had 
tried, but it was too tough, but the 
end was attained. ‘They had con- 
centrated on the title and very evi- 
dently had been sold. 





Bally for Guinan 


Los Angeles. 
Ray Duscerne, manager of 
Loew's State, Los Angeles, had 
Texas Guinan hit the trail at Aimee 
Sempie McPherscn’s Angelus Tem- 
ple on the Sunday before she opened 
at the theatre. Opening day, Thurs- 
day (7) saw a flock of the Temple 
followers at the theatre. Stunt 

grabbed good space in the dailies. 


Crashed the Expo 
Rochester. 

Manager Jay Golden of the RKO 
Palace put across some extra pub- 
licity for ‘Lady for a Day,’ broad- 
casting the script from the Crystal 
Studio of WHEC at the Rochester 
Exposition. With hundreds of peo- 
ple watching and hearing the per- 
formers at the exposition, the dialog 
also went out over the air in regu- 
lar broadcast. 








Playing to Rural 


Fairmont, W. Va. 

One hundred and fifty members 
of the Four-H clubs of Marion 
county were entertained -at the 
Warner Fairmont and Warner Vir- 
ginia theatres here when the county 
Four-H exhibit, annual, was held 
here last week. It’s an annual en- 
tertainment given by the theatres 
for the farm kids 





o a 

“,° 4 
Fake Club would not be dignified. But he did 
Universal revives the fake club | &&*t the president of his bank, a cop, 
gag for an accessory on ‘Ladies | ‘ 
Must Live.’ Known as the Gentle- 
men’s No Club and entitles the 


holder to nix the gold diggers, in 


spite of the fact that they must 
live. Probably will get some 
laughs, but the type is too small 


to get the idea over clearly and 
many will not bother to puzzle over 
a mess of microscopic type matter. 
Cards are most useful when the 
punch line is clear and distinct, 
and it isn’t here. 

Used to be a new club about 
every week until the idea was 
played out, following Eddie Bonns'’ 
Sisters Under the Skin club. No 
reason why cards should not be 
locally produced to meet purely lo- 
cal conditions. Requirement is a 
good idea and something that actu- 
ally looks like a membership card. 





Coin for Letters 


Hollywood. 
For exploitation of ‘I Loved a 
Woman’ Warners offered $50 for 


the best letter on the subject. Call 
for the letters was made over the 
Warner station, KFWB. Plus the 
cash prize for the best letter, the 
picture company also promised to 
pay for the screen rights to the best 
film ideas in the letters, 





Feathers 

Some theatres have gotten good 
results from a special perambulator 
which is sent out only on excep- 
tional pictures. Use of this is fre- 
quently sufficient to draw patrons 
who may not catch the title because 
they know that the theatre is play- 
ing square. 

Along the same lines is a house 
design for the marquee, a large 
compo board hat, lettered ‘Another 
feather in our cap.’ A feather about 
four feet high, to match the size of 
the bonnet, gives the titles. Special 
design is breught out when the first 
advertising is started, and, since it 
can be seen a couple of blocks away, 
its design is sufficient to pique 
curiosity. 

It’s figured that a couple of poor 
guesses will put the hat back in the 
storeroom, but until then it clicks. 





New for Diggers’ 

Adaptation of a Raffles to ‘Gold 
Diggers’ was all right in a small 
town, but may be of doubtful value 
in the larger spots. 

Idea was that any local girl could 
turn gold digger and ask for $5. If 
she asked one of the right men, she 
got it. Gag was to park the fives on 
the most unsuspected citizens. 

Topmounter did his darndest to 
get a minister to cary one of the 
five bills, but they all thought it 


a waiter in a restaurant, the post- 
master and a lawyer. 

Girls had the town upside down 
asking everyene for the coin, and 
some of the ultra good shook their 
heads, but by and large the stunt 
was over with a bang and did much 
more good than the $25 it cost. 

Probably could be worked with 
passes, but the coin is better. 


Special Dinner 


Forehanded cuss is waiting for 
‘Dinner at Eight’ to get on general 
release. He has the scheme all laid. 
Nearby restaurant is to serve a spe- 
cial dinner at eight. It will be 
served to all who are seated and 
ready at that hour for $1. Ten 
minutes later the price ups to $1.50 
for the same menu. Both the thea- 
tre and the restaurant will make a 
fuss over the time, arguing that 
each will help the other. 

Restaurant has an idea that $1 
dinner can be made to pay, and is 
taking this chance to try out the 
price. If it’s a go the $1 dinner will 
be continued. If it flops, it was cnly 
a press stunt and no comment when 
it is withdrawn in favor of the 
regular 65c. meal. 

Another theatre has a dual 
scheme for a six o’clock show and 
a dinner at eight, one ticket cover- 
ing both. Looks as though the title 
has press possibilities, though dia- 
ner at eight is pretty late for the 
small towns. 


Crank Letter Wrinkles 


On that stunt on ‘Bureau of Miss- 
ing Persons’ offering $10,000 check 
for return of Justice Crater, Warner 
Bros. drew several crank letters. 
One promised production of the 
missing judge if WB would first 
turn over the 10 grand. WB got 
five letters and turned them over 
to local authorities in case they 
might unearth’a clue, 


All Over 


Columbia is duplicating the ‘Lady 
for a Day’ stunt in all the keys, 
metamorphosing some local char- 
acter into a grande dame as a tie- 
up for Col’s flicker. George Brown 
may send out Arnold Van Leer, Lou 
Goldberg and Leo Friedman, who 
handled the big New York stunt to 
ditto in the outlying hi-spots, 


First in the Sub 
New York. 
Metro is the first company put- 
ting through a contract for adver- 
tising cards in the new 8th avenue 
subway, New York. A total of 500 
cards on ‘Dinner at Fight’ have been 














installed in the sub’s cars. 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 








Phoenix. 


Lawrence Weaver managing the 
Rialto, newely - opened Tucson 
house in the Publix-Rickards and 
Nace chain. Weaver one-time 
manager of Rialto here, later with 
the Ramona. 

Albert Stetson (Stetson Bros.) 
dickering for a Tucson theatre. 
Group operates a Phoenix house, 
one in Nogales, Son. and next 
month will open the third in Pres- 


cott. Stetson formerly Arizona di- 
vision manager for Fox-West 
Coast. 





Elmira, N. Y. 
The Colonial opened here last 
week after a long shut-down; pic- 
ture policy. 





Milwaukee. 


Louis Goldstein appointed branch 
manager for United Artists here. 
Donald W. Glennie succeeded in 
Detroit by Clive R. Waxman as UA 
office manager at fits exchange. 





Hartford, Conn. 

Warner Brothers’ changes: Wil- 
liam Flannigan, ass’t manager 
Strand, to manage Lyric; George 
McGee, manager Lyric to northern 
Warner zone; George Hoover re- 
places Ben Cohen at the State, 
Manchester, latter going to the 
Lenox, Hartford; Hugh Campbell, 
manager Lenox, toe the Colonial, 


Hartford; Harvey Emerson, ass’t 
manager Lyric, to ass’t manager 
Warner Strand. 


—9 
Newark. 

James T. Powers has been trans- 

ferred from managing Proctor’s to 

the management of the 58th St., 

New York, succeeded here by Louis 

R. Golding, from Albany, who five 

years ago left Proctor’s after man- 
aging it for many years. 





New Haven. 
Reopening of Fox College brings 
In E. Robert Burns as mgr. R. J. 
Freedman, from local Palace, steps 
in as asst. to Burns. Robert Munz- 
ner follows Freedman as chief usher 





at Palace. Vernon Reaver succeeds 
A. J. Vanni as mgr. of Palace and 
Billy Elder sticks as asst. mer. 

Jimmie Mahon of Paramount the- 
atre personnel goes to local Par- 
amount exchange in advertising 
dept. 





Pittsburgh. 


Warner, Morgantown, W. Va., 
shut for the last two months, re- 
opened, Ken Grimes resumes as 
manager, 

Warner Brothers nave just put 
through a new five-year lease for 
the Sheridan Square in East Lib- 
erty, nabe second-run house. Sheri- 
dan, originally under a private lease 
to Harris company, was turned over 
to RKO and later went to Warners 
under an exchange deal that gave 
RKO a Warner house in Syracuse 
in return. 

At expiration of recent lease, 
house went back to its landlord due 
to the RKO bankruptcy, and some 
spirited competitive bidding ensued 
between the Harris interests and 
WB. Latter won out. 





San Francisco. 


Fox-West Coast reopened the 
Campus, Berkeley, E. C. Gates 
manager, moving from the U.C.,, 


where he is followed by Dave Rich- 





ards, Campus policy first-run 35c 
top. 
Denver. 
Bob Dunagan has bought and re- 
opened the Star, at Lordsburg, 


N.M., calls it the Studio. 

At the top of the list in the ‘New 
Show Year’ contest being run off by 
the Intermountain division of Fox- 
West Coast (end second week) are 
E. C, O'Keefe, Billings, Mont.; Geo. 
Paper, Longmont, Colo., and Fred 
Bezold, Sheridan, Wyo. O'Keefe 
was seventh in the opening week 
standing. 





Boston. 
Ceorge Kraska, father of the arty 
cinerea in Boston, leaves for Canton, 
QO., to manage Loew's 


Crashing the Papers 


Fairmont, W. Va. 

Whether she knows it or not, Mae 
West is stirring things up in 
Northern West Virginia 

The Clarksburg ‘Exponent’ print- 
ed an ad and feature story about 
Mae. The ad said, “Buxom Blond 
Brooklyn Beauty Brings Back Bil- 
lowy Bosom,’ and Dr. Homer E. 
Wark, pastor of Clarksburg First 
M. E. Church and former president 
of W. Va. Wesleyan Church College, 
declared to his congregation that 
that line was ‘entirely out of place,’ 
that it appealed to the vulgar and 
sensual and was out of tune with 
the ‘right way of thinking and liv- 
ing.’ 

The Clarksburg Exponent now 
takes the case to the people asking 
its readers to express their opin- 
ions. 


The Fairmont ‘Times’ also asks 
its readers to comment since the 
same story was printed in the 


‘Times’ last Sunday. 

The ‘Times’ points out editorially 
that the Mae West film, ‘She Done 
Him Wrong,’ was first shown last 
February and then it asks, ‘Why 
did it take so long for the Mae- 
Westian talk and mode to become 
popular?’ 

The ‘Times’ also asks, ‘Do the 
modes of the demi-virgins of the 
nineties strike a popular chord to- 
day?’ 

The readers haven't answered as 
yet but, by the way the young folks 
are mouthing the Mae West phrases 
these days, they've all gone West. 





School Stunt Again 


Montgomery, Ala. 

Lloyd Towns, Par mgr. in a hook 
up with local newspapers and Sid- 
ney Lanier High School officials, 
has agreed to award a large silver 
loving cup to the most valuable 
player with the school football team 
this season. The newspapers have 
agreed to help the theatre in giving 
free advertising to the football 
team, also to follow the work of 
the players through the season, and 
give each player fair criticism. At 
the conclusion of the football sea- 
son the successful player will be 
named by members of the ‘L’ club 
at the school, 

When the cup 
school night will be held at the 
Paramount. The cup has been 
placed on display, and considerable 
interest has been aroused, with the 
results that Mgr. Towns has re- 
ceived favorable comment from the 
school authorities and newspapers 
for his interest in helping promote 
keen athletic competition at this 
school. 


is awarded, a 





A Natural 


Hartford, Conn. 

With a local grocery and market, 
the largest of its kind in Connecti- 
cut producing its own coffee and 
calling it ‘Morning Glory’ the Ware- 
ner Strand cashed in when Kathere- 
ine Hepburn, a ‘local daughter’ ap- 
peared in the picture by the same 
name. The tie-up resulted in win- 
dow displays, direct-by-mail adver- 
tising and other types of exploita- 
tion that not only produced for the 
theatre but for the coffee manu- 
facturer also. 

As a premiere stunt for ‘Lady for 
a Day’ in New England E. M. 
Loews Theatres through George 
Landers stages a typical Hollywood 
opening with flaring searchlights, 
dinner to which Governor Cross 
had been invited at the leading 
hotel and a personal appearance of 
Hobart Bosworth, who appears in 
the picture. 


Just an Echo 


Los Angeles. 
‘Old Man’ Schwartz of Texas, vet 
showman, came to town to show 
the boys a thing or two about plug- 
ging pictures. To ballyhoo ‘Too 
Much Harmony’ for its Paramount 





showing, Schwartz rigged up @ 
papier mache dummy of ging 
Crosby, crooner in ‘Harmony,’ 
Dummy, operated by mechanical 


motion, sits atop a wagon and is 
ambled along the bouls making 
wisecracks and answering imperti- 
nent questions from an accompany- 
ing stooge, by means of mike han- 
died by an operator inside the per- 
armbulator. 


Page Tie-Ins 


Los Angeles. 


Fox-West Coast is providing its 
theatres with full page layouts to 
be used as ad tie-ups between 


houses playing ‘Dinner at Bight’ 
and merchants. Each of the stars 
in the picture is featured in a sep- 
arate ad, with copy joining them 
in with the commodity being sold. 


Circuit will do the same thing on 
‘My Weakness.’ 


Los Angeles. 
Hillstreet is using a handwriting 





* natures 


expert in the lobby to decipher sig- 
and character. 
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PICTURE IN THE 
TRIUMPHAL 
PROCESSION OF 
PRODUCTIONS 
...NOT PREDICTIONS 


Sirelgalire 


IRENE DUNNE 
WALTER HUSTON 


with ‘ 
EDNA MAY OLIVER 
CONRAD NAGEL BRUCE CABOT 


A Pandro S. Berman production, directed by 
John Cromwell. MERIAN C. COOPER,’ 


executive producer 
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STUDIO RENTING 
PACT GOES COLD 


Hollywood, Sept. 18. 
Major producers’ agreement not 
to rent*space or properties to inde- 
pendents, which has been in exist- 
ence for the past eight months, has 
been nullified due to the fact that 
the Metropolitan studio was cutting 
in heavily on independent rentals. 
Producers’ agreement provided 
that nobody making pictures under 
$35,000 would be given space in 
major plants, and now Pathe and 
Universal are out heavily after that 
business. 








PORTLAND, ORE. 


(Continued from page 10) 
week has ‘Tarzan the Fearless’ 
(Princ) with vaude and going fairly. 

Two sex shows with lectures get- 


ting some attention. ‘What Price 
Innocence’ (Col) at the Playhouse 
and ‘Sins of Love’ at the Colum- 


bia (indie). 30th did better than 
average, but nothing remarkable. 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 25-40) 
—‘Moonlight and Pretzels’ (Par) 
and merchants style show. Looks 
good for results around $10,000, 
okay. Last week ‘Heroes for Sale’ 
(FN) with Al Pearce radio act, 
smashing hit for five days and 
clicked hugely at $12,800, wow! 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 
25-40)—‘The Masquerader’ (UA). 
Opened to big biz and will hold. 
First week going strong at $6,500. 
Last week ‘Tugboat Annie’ (MG), 
fourth, okay $2,900. First three 
weeks set house records for attend- 
ance, getting $12,700, $6,900 and 
$5,200. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,500; 25- 
40)—‘Morning Glory’ (RKO). Away 
to a nice start and will be in the 
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Brewery Stocks 


Should they be bought? 
Which Ones? 


We are equipped to furnish In- 
formation on Brewery Stocks. 


Inquiries Invited. 


PRESSER & LUBIN 
120 Broadway, New York 
Tel. REctor 2-3620 




















MORE THAN 
AN M.C. 
A SHOW IN HIMSELF 


_ STAN 
MEYERS 


AT THE 
PARAMOUNT 
BROOKLYN 


INDEFINITELY 




















“The 
Gypsy 
Violinist” 





DEUTSCH 


Featured Soloist and Conductor 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


Columbia Broadcasting System 




















PARK-IN THEATRES 


‘Sit TN YOUR-CAR 
SEF AND HEAR THE MOVIES 
U. S. Patent 1,909,357 


Foreign Patents Pending 
330 N. 7th St., Camden, N. J. 












JAN RUBINI 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 

...Packing the house with 

original overtures... 
WARFIELD THEATRE 


SAN FRANCISCO 
INDEFINITELY 














money around $7,500, surprisingly 
big. Last week ‘Voltaire’ (WB), 
second week good enough $3,700. 
First strong $6,100. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—Headline Shooters’ (RKO). Hit- 
ting an average pace around $3,000 
okay. Last week ‘Captured’ (WB) 
started big, but fell off to $3,200. 

Liberty (Evergreen) (2,000; 25- 
40)—Tarzan the Fearless’ (Princ) 
and vaude. Holding up to new biz 
levels of this house, likely $6,000. 
Last week ‘Dr. Bull’ (Fox) and 
vaude boosted biz up to big $8,500; 
this is a ‘Will Rogers town. 

Playhouse (Hamrick) (1,400; 25- 
35)—‘What Price Innocence’ (Col) 
with lecturer on ‘facts of life.’ Got 
along fairly for $2,500. 


Some Nifty Numbers 
In New’k, ‘Songs’ 156, 
‘Journey’ Strong 126 


Newark, Sept. 18. 

Everything is rosy this week for 
every one. At top probably will be 
the Newark with ‘Song of Songs’ at 
$15,000 or more. ‘Masquerader’ at 
Loew's shouldn’t be much behind. 
Profitable, too, should be Proctor’s 
with ‘One Man’s Journey’ and $12,- 
000, and the Branford, having ‘Miss- 
ing Persons,’ with over $10,000. 

It looks good, but success may be 
going to the head at the Newark 
where the orch. has gone up to Tic. 
for Saturday and Sunday. 

A hitch which had tied up the 
Terminal’s new bookings has been 
smoothed out and the house begin- 
ning next week will play one sec- 
ond run Fox or RKO with a new 
pic. As Loew’s is overbooked the 
Terminal will get some new Metros 
also; 20th Century also is expected 
to add greatly to the UA product 
due for Loew’s. This will give the 
Terminal the same appeal as the 
Capitol which has seconds and some 
firsts of all the other companies. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65)— 
‘Missing Persons’ (WB). Sweet 
opening and should run up to at 
least $10,000. Last week ‘Voltaire’ 
(WB) okay with $9,500. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50) 
—‘Mary Stevens, M. D.’ (WB) and 
‘Three-Cornered Moon’ (Par). Proc- 
tor’s new policy still hurting but 
with this bill should reach $4,500. 
Last week ‘Another Language’ (MG) 
and ‘Her Bodyguard’ (Par) pulling 
against Gaynor struggled to $4,100. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-75)— 
‘Masquerader’’ (UA) and _ ~vode. 
Looks good for a nice $14,000. The 
second week of ‘“Tugboat Annie’ 
(MG) was misquoted and ran to an 
unbelieveable $20,000. Last week 
‘Turn Back thé Clock’ (MG) was 
mild at $10,000. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 25- 
99)—‘Song of Songs’ (Par) and 
vode. House has hit its stride and 
aiming at $15,000. Last week ‘One 
Sunday Afternoon’ (Par) good for 
the first time in weeks with $10,$00. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-25-30- 
40-55)—‘One Man’s Journey’ (RKO). 








bringing them in here and Lionel 
Barrymore looks good for $12,000. 
Last week ‘Paddy’ (Fox) great at 
nearly $13,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-50) 
—Shanghai Madness’ (Fox), and 
‘Last Trail’ (Fox). These films a 
natural here and opening fine. On 
eight days should click with close 
to $5,000. Last week’s bill pulled 
after six days, more to get the new 
one in than because the old one was 
so bad. ‘India Speaks’ (RKO), and 
‘Phantom Broadcast’ (Mono), $2,300. 


CURB ARGUMENT LEAVES 
MAYFAIR USHERLESS 


Walter Reade’s Mayfair Theatre 
was usherless for a while Saturday 
(16) when the entire battalion of 
seat-showers were marched off to 
jail. 

Doorman-barker got into an ar- 
gument with a truck driver who in- 
sisted on parking in front of the 
entrance. Trucker had some friends 
so all the ushers came out to help 
the doorman, Irate copper told the 
whole mob to explain to the desk 
sergeant. 

It took a half hour at the 47th 
street station to straighten the thing 
out, 








Theatre Stick-Ups Get 


Sentence of 20 Years 


Kansas City, Sept. 18. 

Three young Italians who a few 
days ago held up the cashier of a 
big department store and kidnapped 
four employees, were given 15 years 
in the state penitentiary. 

The trio confessed the holdup of 
Barney Joffee, manager of the Fox 
Uptown, and the attempted robbery 
of the theatre safe, and had another 
five years added to the original sen- 
which means 20 years down 





tence, 
| the river. 


The lower prices mean a lot in 





RAIN NO DETERRENT, 
PROV. BIZ QUITE GOOD 


Providence, Sept. 18. 
Despite heavy rains in Providence 
and nearby vicinity for the first 
three days of the current stanza 
most of the theatres on the main 
stem are doing average biz. In fact, 
there are a couple of spots that are 


better than average, largely due to 
the type of entertainment in the city 
this week. 


Picture fare for one thing is ex- 
ceptionally bright, and getting fine 
breaks from the papers. Then, too, 
the stage bills are enticing enough 
to spruce things up. 

For the first time in many weeks 
the Majestic is back in the spot- 
light. Week after week Majestic 
has been on the tail-end of things, 
but this week this first-class stand 
is making opposish sit up and take 
notice. ‘Voltaire’ is principal at- 
traction on twin bill. 

‘Lady for a Day’ at the RKO Al- 
bee got some swell notices from the 
press, but opening not as forte as it 
should be. Picture rates highly here, 
and ordinarily should be nip and 
tuck with the Majestic, but for some 
unknown reason it’s not clicking 
like it should. Unless it picks up 
not more than $6,000 likely. 

Tug of war between Loew’s and 
Fay’s still on. The city’s only two 
vaude spots are both doing nicely 
in spite of the rain. ‘Penthouse’ at 
Loew’s and ‘Private Detective 62’ 
at Fay’s. It’s a toss-up which has 
the better stage entertainment, but 
at the moment Loew’s has the edge 
at the box office with the going in- 
dicating at least $10,000. Fay’s most 
likely will be able to hurdle a nice 
$6,500. 

The Paramount has ‘One Sunday 
Afternoon’ and ‘Tarzan’ on twin bill: 
While the papers are razzing the 
second picture plenty the kids are 
going for it, and the chances are 
house will be able to come through 
with at least $6,000 when the final 
tally is made. 

Tonight, Monday (18), the Mod- 
ern theatre reopens for second sea- 
son of dramatic stock, opening a 
sell-out with ‘Up Pops the Devil,’ 
although prices tilted from 55 to 75c. 

The Modern proved plenty of op- 
posish last season, and this season 
looks no different. For the first 
time in the history of stock here the 
company returned intact with one 
exception, due to the popularity of 
the players. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fay’s (1,900; 15-40) ‘Private De- 
tective 62? (WB) and vaude. Nice 
show all around, but it’s mostly the 
stage entertainment that is drawing 
them to this stand this week. Gross 
will stick close to $6,500, great. Last 
week ‘Life in the Raw’ (Fox), 
showed even better strength than 
the opening week at $6,000. 

Loew’s State (3,700; 15-40) ‘Pent- 





house’ (MG) and vaude. Another 
case of where the flesh is doing 
most of the work. Pace is brisk 


with no sign of letting up; looks 
like a nice $10,000. Last week ‘The 
Masquerader’ (UA), just a shade 
over $14,300, best gross any Colman 
picture has pulled in this town, but 
this is largely due to support from 
stage. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-40) ‘Vol- 
taire’ (WB) and ‘Charlie Chan’ 
(Fox). Possibly the best Arliss 
grosser in Providence since ‘Dis- 
raeli.. Opening biggest house has 
had in months; pace continues forte. 
Only explanation for the sudden 
sprint at this house is that possibly 
‘Charlie Chan’ may have some ap- 
peal for the mob, which usually 
does not support an Arliss picture 
in this town; anticipated gross of 
$8,500 represents twice as much as 
the house has been grossing since 
the first of the year. Last week 
‘Paddy’ (Fox) and ‘Neighbors’ 
Wives’ (Royer) was up at $6,500; 
nice. 

Paramount (Indep) ‘One Sunday 
Afternoon’ (Par) and ‘Tarzan’ 
(Prin). Newspapers roasting ‘Tar- 
zan’ dcesn’t seer ts hurt much, 
kiddies like it and they’re packing 
the balcony; moreover, there are 
many fans who go just to see the 
main picture, and walk out after 
it’s over. Anyway, gross will be 
around $6,000, plenty good for the 
house. Last week ‘This Day and 
Age’ (Par) and ‘One Year Later’ 
(Allied) a dismal disappointment at 
$4,000 although house did plenty of 
baliyhooing. 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-40) ‘Lady 
for a Day’ (Col) and ‘Flaming Gold’ 
(RKO). Compares favorably with 
Majestic bill but not doing half as 
good. What the final outcome will 
be depends upon more than one 
objective. Just now it looks as 
though house will not be able to 
cross $6,000. Last week ‘No Marriage 
Ties’ (RKO) and ‘Brief Moment’ 
(Col), the poorest thing in town at 
$3,100. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-15) ‘The 
Whirlwind’ (Col) and ‘Alimony 
Madness’ (Mayfair); split oke at 
$1,100 for three days. ‘Jungle Bride’ 
and ‘Headline Shooter’ (RKO), 
should be close to $1,200 for next 





four days, oke. 
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Tells of Par Bonuses 





(Continued from page 5) 
bondholders and followed Blumey 
in filing of suits under indenture of 
bonds, claimed violated by the 
Film Production Corp. hocking deal 
with 12 banks. Thesé 12 banks and 
the Chase National, as trustee for 
bonds, were parties to the Blumen- 
thal action. 

Zirn, who has asked Referee 
Henry K. Davis for several full 
days for continued examination of 
officers of Par. last week sought 
to draw from Keough informa- 
tion concerning Par's sale of its 
50% interest in Columbia Broad- 
casting Co. to William S. Paley for 
$5,200,000, taking in payment its 
own stock on a basis of $80 a share 
though selling for under $10 at the 
time, as well as whether Cravath, 
de Gersdorff, Swaine & Wood are 
on an annual retainer by Par. 

Keough could not say, so Zirn 
wanted to know why and imme- 
diately questioned the Par legal 
head as to his salary. After get- 
ting the figures, showing that 
Keough received $700 a week in 
1929 before he was legal head, and 
less than that, $526 in 1932, when 
becoming head of the department, 
Zirn wanted to know why there was 
this difference in salaries. Keough 
didn’t even bother to explain about 
the salary cuts since 1929, merely 
pointing out so far as the Cravath 
firm was concerned that they were 
at the disposal of Par’ when the 
company faced litigation which it 
didn’t feel it should handle itself. 

Exact figures of interest as to 
salaries and bonuses paid Par execs 
were, furnished by Keough and for 
1929 showed that bonuses were 
more than five times in excess of 
set salaries for that year. 

Adolph Zukor and Jesse L. Lasky 





House Front Designer 
Fistically Expresses 
Designs for Leaving 


His desire to replace a union man 
in his employ led to a half-hour 
fistic battle for Duke Wellington, 
house front designer and builder, 
with Wellington coming out vic- 
torious against odds. The Kansan 
made the mistake of going direct to 
headquarters of the Sign, Scene and 
Pictorial union to demand the right 
to discharge one of its members. 
Wellington made himself plain and 
before the conference was over he 
and the union member he wanted 
to oust, started mixing it up. 

Wellington has been Paramount's 





house front designer for many 
years under exclusive contract. 
Lately, with the exclusiveness of 


the contract lapsed, he has been 
building fronts for Warners and 
others as well. 


for 1929 each received fixed salaries 
of $130,000 and bonuses of $757,! 
In 1930 they received the same sal- 
ary and bonuses of $228,514 each 
The bonus for 1930 was paid in Par 
stock, amounting to 65,393 shares 
each. For the following year, when 
bonuses under contracts wer 
linquished by all execs in yn- 
sideration of $1,000 in cash, the sal 
ary income to both Zukor and 


Lasky was brought down to $112,618 
each. For the year 1932, Zukor’s 
fixed salary came down further to 
$96,031, while Lasky, who left that 
year, received $73,599. 

Sam Katz and Sidney R. Kent 
were also on the same salaries and 
bonus cuts of 56%. In 1929 each re- 
ceived $104,000 in salary ai:d $606,- 
000 in bonuses, while in 193v, with 
salary the same, the bonus came 
down to $183,091 for each. 

For 1930 Kent and Katz also took 
stock, in amount of 4,313 shares, as 
the bonus. The two execs came 
down to $90,368 as annual executive 
income in 1931. Kent, who left in 
January, 1932, received $3,091 on 
resigning, plus agreement in settle- 
ment of his contract awarding him 
$200,000. Paramount paid Kent 
$135,000 of this amount, halance re- 
mains owing. 

Katz did not resign until later in 
1932, his pro rated income under 
contract being $78,392 for portion 
of the year he remained on payroll. 
There was no settlement with Katz. 

Kohn, another bonus-favored of- 
ficial of Par, in 1929 received $52,000 
salary and $303,000 bonus; in 1930, 
$52,000 salary and $92,045 in bon- 
uses, paid by 2,157 shares of stock; 
in 1931, $45,868, and in 1932, $39,781. 

The figures show that income of 
Par execs in 1932 was less than 
one-eighth of what it was in 1929. 

Income of B. P. Schulberg, who 
had a special profit-sharing ar- 
rangement under his contract, was 
also brought out and invited con- 
siderable speculation as to why he 
received $3,000 more for only nine 
months in 1932 than he did for the 
full year, 1931. Keough offered no 
explanation except that business 
was poorer in 1931 than it was in 
1932. 

Schulberg received $216,918 for 
the nine months in ’32 and $213,868 
for all of 1931. His salary in 1929 
was $182,000 and added compensa- 
tion out of profits, $130,000. It was 
the same for 1930. Keough could 
not explain the nature of the per- 
centage clause under Schulberg’s 
contract. 

Salary of E. E. Shauer and the 
$97,055 paid John D. Hertz for 1932 
and a few weeks in 1931, also went 
into the record. 

Shauer got $52,000 salary in 1929 
and $303,000 in cash bonuses. In 
1930 his salary was the same but 
his bonus payments, in 2,157 shares 
of stock, was $92,045. His salary 
dropped to $45,868 in 1931 and to 





$39,781 in 1932. 

















MY PAST 
Paramount, Des Moines, ONE YEAR. 


Paramount, Omaha, NINE MONTHS. 


Stanley, Jersey City, TWELVE 
WEEKS. 
Branford, Newark, THIRTY-EIGHT 
WEEKS. 
Personal 


MEYER NORTH 





“GOOD FOR A RUN,” says “Variety” 


JAY MILLS 


FOX'S BROOKLYN (Third Week) 


RECORD— 

Enright, Pittsburgh, FIFTY-THREE 
WEEKS, 

Mastbaum and Earle, Phila., 
EIGHTY-EIGHT WEEKS. 

Ambassador, St. Louis, TWENTY- 
TWO WEEKS, 

First year in Vaude, FORTY- 
EIGHT STRAIGHT WEEKS. 

Managers 


and JOE FLAUM 














BUD M 





URRAY 


* STAGE AND DANCE DIRECTOR & 
—JUST FINISHED— 


STAGING DANCES AT TIFFANY 
STAGING DANCES AT MAYFAIR STUDIOS—“SISTERS OF FOLLIES” 
—AND NOW STAGING NOVELTY DANCES AT— 


PARAMOUNT STUDIOS 


STUD iIOS—“HEADIN’ 


FOR H¥FAVEN” 


(Chas. Rogers—“8 Girls in a Boat’’) 


“BUD MURRAY CAN BE HAD" AT 36386 BEVERLY BLVD. 


LOS ANGELES—HOLLYWOOD - + = = = 





TEL. DU. 6721 

















| AL. VERDI 


“MUSIC” 
Glorified -- Classified -- Mortified 


with 


Miss Thelma Lee 


Attention LEDDY & SMITH 
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TENTH CHAMPIONSHIP 


[| YeaR-1933-34 | 
This cake is SWEET! 


THERE’S A REASON for the record sales of Metro- | 
Goldwyn-Mayer 1933-34 product! 








THE RETURN of Greta Garbo and Norma Shearer to 
M-G-M’s bigger-than-ever Star Family. 








THE RETURN of Irving Thalberg to the more-powerful- 


than-ever producing line-up! 


THE FALL SEASON Parade of MGM Hits starting 
with “Tugboat Annie,” “Penthouse,” “Night Flight,” etc. 


THE BIGGEST ROAD-SHOW in the history of this 
industry “Dinner at 8”. 


10% CHAMPIONSHIP YEAR! ~— 
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Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 


Hoot Gibson. Dir. Geo. 


Studios: fax Pry 3 Cal. Allied 


Dude Bandit, The. Western story of retribution. 
Melford. 65 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. June 27 
Fighting Parson, The. Hoot Gibson is mistaken for a revivalist. MarceJine 
aor on Wales. Dir. Harry Frazer. 66 mins. Rel. May 22. Rev. 

ug. 8. 
Shriek in the Night, A. Mystery murder story. Ginger Rogers, Lyle Talbot, 
Arthur Hout, Dir. Albert Ray. 65 mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. July 25. 


Harold Auten °<:; 


1540 B’way, N. Y. C. 


Companion Wanted. Romance with music and singing, visualizing the dream 
of a spirited young girl. Annabella, Jean Murat, Duvalles. Dir. Joe 
May. 88 mins. Rel. June 3. Rev. June 6. 

Footsteps in the Night. Based on the mystery novel by Mrs. C. Fraser Sim- 
son. Mystery story of a rudely interrupted honeymoon. Benita Hume. 
Dir. Maurice Elvey. 59 mins. Rel. April 18. Rev. May 16. 

Savage Gold. Commander Dyott’s thrilling adventures with savage hunters. 
Comm. Dyott. Dir. Commander George Dyott. 67 mins. Rev. Aug. 8 

Woman in Bondage. Triangle story with new sides. Betty Stockfield, Owen 
Nares. Dir. Basi) Dean. 72 mins. Rel. Nov. 19, 1933. 


Chesterfield 


(Invtncible.) A man’s man who was a woman’s doc- 
Dir. Frank Strayer. 65 


Offices: 1540 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


By Appointment Only. 
tor. Lew Cody, Sally O'Neill, Aileen Pringle. 
mins. Rel. July 7. 

Dance, Girl, Dance. Musical drama. Alan Dinehart, Evalyn Knapp, Ada May. 
Dir. Frank Strayer. 69 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 

I Have Lived. A girl’s attempt to live down her past. 
Page, Allen Vincent. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 65 mins. 
Sept. 12. 

Man of Sentiment. 
Owen Moore, Wm. Bakewell, Christian Rub. 
Rel. Sept. 15. 


Notorious, But Nice. 


Allan Dinehart, Anita 
Rel. June 15. Rev. 


Marian Marsh, 


How an old man holds a family together. 
67 mins. 


Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 


Story to come. Marian Marsh, Betty Compson, Donald 
Re 


Dilloway. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 67 mins. Rel. Aug. 
Studio: Gower at Sunset, . Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
Hollywood, Cal. Columbia New York, N. Y. 


Woman lawyer saves her husband in a murder 


Ann Carver's Profession. 
Dir. Eddie Buzzell. 71 mins. Rel. 


trial. Fay Wray, Gene Raymond. 
May 26. Rev. June 13. 

Below the Sea. A thrilling tale of treasure on the ocean floor. Ralph Bel- 
lamy, Fay Wray. Dir. Al Rogell. 79 mins. Rel. April 25. Rev. June 6. 

Brief Moment. A romance that flared and flickered in one brief, rapturous 
moment blazing into a great love. Carole Lombard, Gene Raymond, 
Monroe Owsley. Dir. David Burton. 

Circus Queen Murder, The. Murder under the 
a Nissen. Dir, Roy William Neill. 66 mins. 

ay 9. 


‘Lig top.’ Adolphe Menjou, 
Rel. April 10. Rev. 


Cocktail Hour. Girl illustrator narrowly escapes missing the right man. Bebe 
Daniels, Randolph Scott. Dir. Victor Schertzinger. 73 mins, Rel. June 
5. Rev. June 6 

Dangerous Crossroads. A roaring romance of the rails. Chic Sale, Diane 


Sinclair, Jackie Searle. Dir. Lambert Hillyer. 69 mins. Rel. June 15. 
Lady for a Day. It lives the lives of its characters, it breathes romance, tears, 
comedy and unexpected surprises. Warren William, May Robson, Guy 
Kibbee, Glenda Farrell. Dir. Frank Capra, 102 mins. Rev. Sept. 12. 
Night of Terror. Bela Lugosi and his haunting eyes—blood-curdling suspense 
—mysterious disappearances. Bela Lugosi, Sally Blane. Dir. Benjamin 


Stoloff. 65 mins. Rel. April 24. Rev. June 27. 

Rusty Rides Alone. Tim McCoy curbs crime at every’ turn with his ever- 
faithful police dog pal. Tim McCoy, Barbara Weeks. Dir. D. Ross 
Lederman. 58 mins. Rel. May 26, 


Soldiers of the Storm. The first film featuring the U. S. Border Patrol and 
the part played by planes. Regis Toomey, Anita Page. Dir. D. Ross 
Lederman. 69 mins. Rel. April 4. Rev. May 23. 

The Woman I Stole. Jack Holt a swaggering overlord of the oil fields who 
outbluffs doublecrossers. Jack Holt, Fay Wray. Dir. Irving Cum- 
mings. 64 mins. Rel. May 1. 

Unknown Valley. A full-of-fight western drama, replete with unique situa- 
tions. Buck Jones, Cecilia Parker. Dir. Larabert Hillyer. 69 mins. 
Rel. May 6. 

What Price Innocence. Story of a girl who didn’t know. Jean Parker, Wil- 
lard Mack. Dir. Willard Mack. 64 mins. Rev. June 27. 

Woman ' Stole, The. A swaggering overlord of the oil fields. Jack Holt, 
Fay Wray. Dir. Irving Cummings. 69 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. July 4. 

Wrecker, The. The season’s timeliest story, with the recent California earth- 
quake. Jack Holt, Genevieve Tobin. Dir. Albert Rogell. 72 mins. Rel. 
July 10. Rev. Aug. 8. 

2 a Offices: 1600 Broadway, 
First Division How ork, bY, 
Releases Also Allied, Chesterfield and Monogram 


Avenger, The. A district attorney seeks revenge on the gang which ‘framed’ 
him to twenty years in prison. Ralph Forbes, Adrienne Ames, Claude 


Gillingwater, Dir. Edward Marin. 78 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. 

Black Beauty. Anna Sewell’s famous book. Esther Ralston, Alexander Kirk- 
land, Gavin Gordon, Hale Hamilton. Dir. Phil Rosen. 65 mins. Rel. 
July 15. 


Life, customs, morals, habits and whatnot as lived by the penguin 
birds on ‘Penquin Island.’ Cherry Kearton produced and directed. Two 
running times: 38 mins. and 51 mins. Rel. June 15. 

Devii’s Mate. A condemned man, on the verge of execution, is mysteriously 
murdered. Peggy Shannon, Preston Foster. Dir. Phil Rosen. 66 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 1. 

Dude Bandit. A clumsy cowhand turns to the disguise of a romantic dude 
bandit and solves a murder. Hoot Gibson, Gloria Shea. Dir. George 
Melford. 65 mins. Rel. June 15. 


Dassan. 


Forgotten. A kindly Jewish immigrant father, cast off in his old age by 
his sons, brings them to their senses. June Clyde, William Collier, Jr., 
Lee Kohlmar, Natalie Moorhead, Jean Hersholt, Jr. Dir. Richard 
Thorpe. 67 mins. Rel. May 1. 

Fugitive, The. Secret service agents on the trail of a half-million dollar mail 
robbery. Rex Bell, Cecilia Parker. Dir, Harry Fraser. 58 mins. Rel. 


Sept. 15. 

} Have Lived. A Broadway stage star is faced with blackmailers on the eve 
of marriage to wealth and love. Anita Page, Allen Vincent, Alan Dine- 
hart. Dir. R, Thorpe. 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 

Jungle Bride. A murder suspect is shipwrecked, with his captors, in the 
jungles. Anita Page, Charles Starrett. Dir. Harry Hoyt and Albert 
Kelly. 62 mins. Rel. May 25. Rev. May 25. 

Love Is Like That. A seventeen-year-old youngster gets mixed up in a couple 
of domestic tangles and a near murder mystery. John Warburton, Ro- 
chelle Hudson. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 9. 

Notorious But Nice. Driven from the man she loves, a girl finds solace in a 
loveless marriage with the king of the underworld. Marian Marsh, 
3etty Compson, Donald Dillaway, Rochelle Hudson. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 
7# mins. Rel, Oct. 15. 

Oliver Twist. The famous Charles Dickens classic. Dickie Moore, 
Pichel, William Boyd, Alec Francis, Doris Lioyd, Barbara Kent. 
William Cowan. 74 mins. Rel. May 1. 

One Year Later. A young couple start their honeymoon on a train, and the 
following year finds them on the train_under different circumstances, 
Mary Brian, Donald Dillaway, Russell Hopton, Will and Gladys Ahern, 
Jackie Searl. Dir. E. Mason Hopper. 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. 

Phantom Broadcast. A radio crooner attains phoney fame when his accom- 
panist secretly does his singing for him. Ralph Forbes ,Vivienne Os- 
borne, Pauline Garon. Dir. Phil Rosen. 71 mins, Rel. Aug. 1. 


Return of Casey Jones. A young engineer surmounts his difficulties through 
hero of his boyhood. Charles Starrett, 


Irving 
Dir. 


the spiritual influence of the . - 
Ruth Hall, Jackie Searle. 67 mins. Dir. J. P. McCarthy. Rel. July 10. 
Rev. July 4. 

Arline 


Sensation Hunters. A college girl finds herself stranded in Panama. | i 
Judge, Marion Burns, Preston Foster, Dir. Charles Vidor. Rel. Sept. 15. 

Shriek in the Night. A murder mystery in a swanky Park Avenue apart- 
ment house. Ginger Rogers, Lyle Talbot. Dir. Albert Ray. 67 mins. 
Rel. June 15 

Skyways. Adventures of a hot-tempered aviation pilot who gets into one 
scrape after another. Ray Walker, Kathryn Crawford, Lucien Little- 
field. Dir. Lew Collins. 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 19. 

Sphinx, The. A deaf mute and his twin brother are implicated in a series of 
crimes wherein four stock brokers are murdered in the same manner, 
Lionel Atwill, Sheila Terry, Paul Hurst. Wir. Phil Rosen. 62 mins. 
Rel. July 3. 
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various production companies and 
checked up as soon as possible after 
release. Listing is given when re- 
lease dates are definitely set. Titles 
are retained for six months. Man- 
agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period should pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference. 

The running time as given here 
is presumably that of the projection 
room showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release length in 
those states or communities where 
local or state consorship may resu't 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
atre after passage by the New Yorx 
state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only in actual theatre 
showings. 

While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 
supplied may not always be correct, 
even though official. To obtain the 
fullest degree of exactness ‘Variety’ 
wilt appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 
ancies. 


ALVIN GOES TO HARRIS, 
CHAIN GROWS TO SCORE 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 18. 
Harris Amusement Company last 
week closed a deal for downtown 
Alvin theatre, for more than a score 
of years the Shubert legit house 
here but closed for the last year 


and a half; Lease was negotiated 
through Harvard University, own- 
ers of the site to whom it reverted 
following the Shubert bankruptcy. 


More than $75,000 will be spent 
remodeling the spot, a 2,100-seater, 
after which it will be turned into 
a first-run picture site, probably 
under a vaudfilm policy. 

At the same time, Harris interests 
announced the acquisition of the 
Alhambra in East Liberty. Once a 
profitable nabe house, Alhambra 
was closed for several years and 
lately has been used as a market. 

Leasing of these two houses sent 
the new Harris chain to 20 holdings, 
with several additional deals re- 
ported in the fire now. 


NRA Parade 


(Continued from page 4) 


amount, latter with girls in cos- 
tume, bands, four muggs doing the 
Marx Bros., another group of girls 
as Mae West and a large number of 
general employees. A lot of people 
thought the Four Marxes them- 
selves were on parade, while some 
thought Miss West was there with 
a flock of sisters. Par had a line 
of girls effectively costumed as blue 
eagles. 

Fox and Educational took up the 
rear, tailed by some indie film dis- 
tributor representation, Master Arts 
Products and Local 306. 


Between the radio division, which 
also included the Actors’ Equity, 
Lambs’ Club, New York Hippo- 
drome, N. V. A., Theatrical Pro- 
tective Union, Brooklyn stage 
hands and the Fides opera com- 
pany, it took nearly an hour for the 
amusement groups to pass 46th and 
Fifth avenue. 

It took the investment-financing 
bunch about three minutes to get 
by. 

All of the film companies had 
banners and arm or hatbands for 
their people to wear, something that 
the companies participating from 
other industries did not provide so 
completely. 

It was a swell show, with show- 
men: applying showmanship to a 
parade and walking away with it 
all. Plus big crowds downtown. 
showmanship of the parade was re- 
flected strongly at box offices. 

With Fifth avenue jammed all 
the way from Washington Square 
to 72d street, length of the parade, 
it was the biggest audience show- 
men had ever played to.on a one- 
day stand. 

Overhead a flock of planes were 
in flight. Fox had a blimp up ad- 
vertising ‘Berkeley Square,’ but it 
quickly disappeared. Prebably was 











policed off. 


Darrow. Gloria Shea, Hale Hami!ton 64 mins. 


Studios: Burbank, . ° Offices: 321 W 44th St., 

aie First National Pb ty sant ~ IO 

Bureau of Missing Persons. Comedy-drama based on the activities of t 
little Known department. Bette Davis, Lewis Stone, Pat O'Brien, Allen 
Jenkins, Hugh Herbert. Dir. Roy del Ruth. 74 mins. Re Sept. 16 
Rev. Sept. 138. 

Central Airport. A triangle in the. aviation game. 
Sally Eilers. Dir. William A. Wellman. Rel. April 15. Rev 

Eimer the Great. Baseball story. Joe E. Brown, Patricia Ellis. 
LeRoy. 64 mins. Rel. April 22. Rev. May 30. 

Goodbye Again. From the play. Comedy of a famous author who meets up 
with an old flame who is married. Warren Williams, Joan Blondell, 
Genevieve Tobin, Hugh Herbert. Dir. Michael Curtiz. 66 mins. Rel. 
Sept. 9. Rev. Sept. 5 

Heroes for Sale. Post war activities of American vets. 
Loretta Young. Rel. June 17. Rev. July 25. 

| Loved a Woman. Based on novel by David Karsner. Story of the affairs 
of an industrial leader and an operatic star. Edward G. Robinson, 
Kay Francis, Genevieve Tobin. Dir. Alfred E. Green. 90 mins. Rel. 
Sept. 2s. 

Lilly Turner. 


Rel. June 1 


tichard Barthelmess and 
May 9. 
Dir. Mervyn 


Rich. Barthelmess, 


Side shows and grifters. Ruth Chatterton, Geo. Brent, Frank 


McHugh. Dir. Wm, A. Wellman. 55 mins. Rel. may 13. Rev. June 20, 
Little Giant, The. Robinson as a comedy gangster. E. G. Robinson, Mary 
Astor. Dir. Roy Dei Ruth. 70 mins. Rel. May 20. Rev. May 30. 


Comedy-drama of a ‘customer’ girl. Loretta Young, 


She Had to Say Yes. 
Dir. Busby Berkeley and 


Lyle Talbot, Regis Toomey, Winnie Lightner. 
George Amy. 64 mins. Rel. July 15, 

Wild Boys of the Road. Drama of the ‘orphans of the depression.’ Frankie 
Darro, Dorothy Coonan, Rochelle Hudson, Ann Hovey. Dir. William A, 
Wellman. Rel. Sept, 30. 

Fox 


Studio: Fox Hills, 
Hollywood, Cal. 
music. Janet Gaynor, 
Rel. May 19. Rev. May 1 


Adorable. Original. With 
Dieterle. 86 mins. 

James Dunn, Joan Bennett. 

Rel. June 30. 5. 


Arizona to Broadway. 
mins, Rev. July 25 

Best ot Enemies, The. Racial conflict comedy. 
Joe Cawthorne, Frank Morgan. Dir. Rian James. 
23. Rev. July 18. 

Charlie Chan’s Greatest Case. Another adventure of the Chinese sleuth. 
Warner Oland, Heather Angel.- Dir. Hamilton MacFadden. Rel. Sept. 15. 

Devil’s in Love, The. Harry Hervey novel. Foreign legion yarn. Victor 
Jory, Loretta Young, Vivienne Osborn. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. 70 mins. 
Rel. July 21. tev. Aug. 1. 

Doctor Bull. From the novel, ‘The Last Adam.’ 
Dir. John Ford. 76 mins. Rel. Sept. 22. 

Five Cents a Glass. Love, music and beer. 
Rel, June 30. 

F. P. 1, Futuristic plane landing field in mid-ocean. Conrad Veidt, Leslie 
Fenton, Jill Esmond. Dir. Karl Hartl. 75 mins. Rel. July 28. 

Good Companions, The. (British made.) From the Priestly novel of an Eng- 
lish concert troupe. Jessie Matthews. Dir. Victor Saville. Rel. Sept. 8. 

Hello Sister. Stage play. Jas. Dunn, Boots Mallory, ZaSu Pitts. 60 mins. 
Rel. April 14. Rev. May 9 

Hold Me Tight. Love in a department. store. Jas. Dunn, Sally Eilers. 
David Butler. 71 mins. Rel. May 26. Rev. May 26. 

f Loved You Wednesday. Stage play of four tangled lives. 
Elissa Landi, Victor Jory. Dir. Henry King. 75 mins. 
Rev. June 20. 

It’s Great to Be Alive. 
Roulien, Gloria Stuart, Herbert Mundin. 
Rel. June 2. Rev. July 11. 

Last Trail, The. Zane Gray story. Geo. O’Brien, El Brendel, Cl. ire Trevor. 
Dir. James Tinling. 60 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 

Life in the Raw. Zane Grey story Cowboy saves girl’s brother from bandit 
gang. Geo. O’Brien, Claire Trevor, Greta Nissen. Dir. Louis King. 
62 mins. Rel. July 7. 

Man Who Dared, The. Imaginative biography based on life of Anton Cer- 
mak. Preston Foster, Zita Johann. Dir, Hamilton McFadden. 77 mins, 
Rel. July 14. Rev. Sept. 12 

My Weakness. Musical. Lilian Harvey, Lew Ayres. 
Sept. 29. 

Paddy the Next Best Thing. From the stage play. Janet Gaynor, Warner 
Baxter. Dir. Harry Lachman. 75 mins. Rel. Aug. 18. Rev. Aug. 22. 

Pilgrimage. Mother love from a new angle. From the I. A. R. Wiley story. 
Henrietta Crossman, Heather Angel, Norman Foster, Marian Nixon, 
Dir. John Ford. 95 mins. Rel. Aug. 18. Rev. July 18. 

Power and the Glory, The. Jesse Lasky’s ‘narratage’ story, A man’s career 
in flashbacks. Spencer Tracy, Colleen Moore. Dir. Wm. K. Howard, 
87 mins, Rel. Oct. 6 

Shanghal Madness. Magazine story by F. 
Chinese stream. Spencer Tracy, Fay Wray. 


Offices: 850 Tenth Ave., 
New York, NY, 


Henry Garat. Dir. Wm, 
9. 


Dir. Jas. Tinling. 67 


Buddy Rogers, Marian Nixon, 
72 mins. Rel. June 


Will Rogers, Louise Dresser, 


Buddy Rogers, Marian Nixon. 


Dir. 


Warner Baxter, 
Rel, June 16, 


An only man in a world of beautiful women. Raul 
Dir, Alfred Werker. 68 mins. 


Dir. David Butler. Rel. 


River pirates on a 


H. Brennan. 
John Blystone. 63 


Dir. 


mins. Rel. Aug. 4. 
Trick for Trick. Stage play of same title. Ralph Morgan, Victor Jury, Sally 
Blane. Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 68 mins. Rel. April 21. Rev. June 13, 


Stage play by Julian Thompson. An Amazon who 
Marjorie Rambeau, Ernest Truex, David 
Rel. May 12. (Lasky produc- 


Warrlor’s Husband, The. 
had a heart. Elissa Landi, 
Manners. Dir. Walter Lang. 74 mins. 
tion.) Rev. May 16. ; 

Zoo in Budapest. Original. Mystery story in a foreign zoo and an animal, 
Loretta Young, Gene Raymond, O. P. Heggie. Dir. Rowland V. Lee. 
R*. April 28. Rev. May 2. (Lasky production.) 


: Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 
Freuler Associates New York, NY. 


Easy Millions. Original. Reputed millionaire loses his job, an inheritance and 
almost his sweetheart. Skeets Gallagher, Dorothy Burgess. Dir. Fred 
Newmayer. Rel. June 30, 
War of the Range. Tom Tyler western. 
Sept. 


Dir. J. P. McGowan. 60 mins. Rel. 


° so Offices: RKO Bidg., Radio City 
Majestic New York Clty 
Twin sisters tangled in a murder mystery. 


Cheating Blondes. (Equitable.) 
Dir. Jos. Levering. 66 mins. Rel, April 1, 


Theima Todd, Ralfe Harolde. 
Rev. May 23. 
Curtain at Eight. 
brey Smith, Dorothy Mackaill, Paul Cavanagh. 
72 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 
Gun Law. Western. Jack Hoxie, Betty Boyd. Dir. Lew Collins. 
tel. April 15. 


Story of a murder mystery by Octavus Roy Cohen. C. Au- 
Dir. E. Mason Hopper. 


63 mins, 


Sing, Sinner, Sing. Torch singer marries a millionaire. Paul Lukas, Leila 
Hyams. Dir. Howard Christy. 74 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. 

Trouble Busters. Western. Jack Hoxie, Lane Chandler. Dir. Lew Collins. 
55 mins. tel, May 15. 


Woman is framed to shield the higher-ups. Zita 
Dir. Phil Gold- 


The Sin of Nora Moran. 
Johann, Alan Dinehart, Paul Cavanagh, John Miljan. 
stone. Rel. Sept. 1. 
World Gone Mad. Story behind present-day conditions. 
Evelyn Brent, Neil Hamilton. Dir. Christy Cabanne. 80 
April 1. Rev. April 18. 
Stunios: 4376 Sunset Drive, 4 
Hollywood, Cal. Mayfair 
Allmony Madness. Story of alimony evils. 
Dir. Breezy Eason. 65 mins. tel. April 1. 


Her Resale Value. Story of a disgruntled wife. 
Dir. Breezy Eason. 63 mins, Rel. April 15. 


Studios: Culver City, 
u os uiver ‘Colt. Metro 


The Pat O’Brien, 


mins. Rel. 


Offices: 1600 Broadway, 
New York, N, Y, 
Helen Chandler, Leon Waycoff. 
Rev. May 9. 
June Clyde, 
Rev. June 27. 


Offices: 1540 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y 


Geo. Lewls. 


Another Language. Story of the in-laws from Rose Franken’s stage hit. 
Helen Hayes, Robt. Montgomery, Louise Closser Hale. Dir. Edw. H. 
Griffith. 70 mins. Rel. July 28. Rev. Aug. 8. 


Ramon Novarro as an Egyptian guide who {s really a prince, 


Barbarian, The. 
‘ 80 mins. Rel. May 12. 


Myrna Loy, Reginald Denny. Dir. Sam Wood. 
Rel. May 16. 

Beauty for Sale. Faith Baldwin’s ‘Beauty.’ Otto Kruger, Madge Evans, Una 
Merkel, Alice Brady. Dir. Rich. Boleslavsky. Kel. Sept. 1. 

Broadway to Hollywood. Three gencrations in a stage family. Alice Brady, 
Frank Morgan, Madge Evans, Russell Hardie, Eddie Quillam Dir. Wil- 
lard Mack. 83 mins. Rev. Sept. 5 





(Continued on page 27) 















26 VARIETY mee _ Tuesday, September 19, 1933 


aE ——————— ——— = ——_ - -- = eo -_——— - -- 








WORLD 
PREMIERE 
CRITERION 


THEATRE, N.Y. 
SEPTEMBER 22 ; 


and Twice Daily Thereafter 


























With ROD LA ROCQUE,'LENI RIEFENSTAHL, 
Gibson Gowland, Ernst, Udet, Story by, Dr. 
Arnold Fanck. Music by Paul Dessau. Directed 
by. Tay Garnett. Presented by Carl Laemmle. 


A UNIVERSAL SPECIAL 


en eee 


The Impossible Comes To The Screen! 


os 


























i 














f # 





Tuesday, September 19, 1933 


PICTURES 





CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


(Continued from page 25) 





Devil's Brother, The. Operetta ‘Fra Diavolo.’ Laurel and Hardy, Dennis 
King, Thelma Todd, Jas, Finlayson. Dir. Hal Roach. 91 mins. Rel. 
May 5. Rev. June 13. 

Dinner at Eight. From the stage play. All star cast headed by Marie 
Dressler and John Barrymore. Dir. Geo. Cukor. Roadshow length 110 


mins. General release not set. 


Heli Below. The submarine heroes of the World War. Robert Montgomery, 


Jimmy Durante. Madge Evans. Walter Huston. Dir. Jack Conway. 
_105 mins. Rel. June 9. Rey. May 2. 

Hold Your Man. A smart aleck crook who escapes everything but love. 
Jean Harlow, Clark Gable, Stuart Erwin. Dir. Sam Wood. 39 mins. 
Rel. June 30. Rev. July 4. 

Looking Forward. The story of a great London department store. Based on 
the English stage success. Lionel Barrymore, Lewis Stone. Dir. ¢iar- 


ence Brown, 93 mins. Rel. April 7. Rev. May 2. 


Made on Broadway. Original. Press agent power in politics and soriety. 
Robt. Montgomery, Madge Evans, Sally Eilers, Eugene Pallette. Dir. 
Harry Beaumont. 70 mins. Rel. May 19. Rev. July 11. 

Midnight Mary. Gangster story with the trial-flashback used. 

icardo Cortez, Franchot Tone. Dir. Wm. Wellman. 75 
June 30, Rev. July 18. 

Nulsance, The. Lee Tracy as an ambulance-chasing lawyer. 
Frank Morgan, Charles Butterworth. Dir. Jack Conway. 
June 2. Rev. May 30. 


Peg o’ My Heart. From the famous play. 


Loretta Young, 
mins. Rel. 


Madge Evans, 
84 mis. Rel. 


Marion Davies, Onslow Stevens, 


Juliette Compton, J. Farrell MacDonald. Dir. Robt. Z. Leonned. Rel. 
May 26. Rev. May 23. 
Penthouse. Arthur Somers Roche Cosmopolitan serial. Warner Baxter, 


+ ‘en Loy, Mae Clark. Dir. W. S. Van Dyke. Kel. Sept. 8. Rev. Sept. 

9 

Reunion in Vienna. 
a last fling. 
Sidney Franklin. 

Stranger’s Return, The. 
Lione! Barrymore, Miriam Hopkins, Stuart Erwin, Franchot Tone. 
King Vidor. 88 mins. Rel. July 21. Rev. Aug. 1. 

Storm at Daybreak. Triangular story in a Serbian setting. Kay Francis, 
Nils Asther, Walter Huston, Phillips Holmes. Dir. Richard Boleslavsky. 
78 mins. Rel. July 14. Rev. July 25. 

Today We Live. An English girl ambulance-driver during the war. Joan 
Crawford, Gary Cooper. Dir. Howard Hawks. 115 mins. Rel. April 21. 
Rev. Aprli 18. 


Tugboat Annie. From the Saturday Eve. Post series. Marie Dressler, Wal- 
lace Beery. Dir. Mervyn LeRoy. 88 mins. Rel. Aug. 4. Rev. Aug. 15. 


Turn Back the Clock. Story of a man who relives his past. Lee Tracy, Mae 


Exiled royelty returns for 
Dir. 


From Sherwood's stage p vy. 
John Barrymore. Diana Wynyard, Frank Mcergan. 
100 mins. Rel. June 16. Rev. May 2. 


Phil Stong’s story of the middle western farm = 
ir. 


Clerk, Peggy Shannon. Dir. Edgar Selwyn. 80 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 
Rev. Aug. 29 
When Ladies Meet. Based on Rachel Crothers’ Broadway success. Ann 
Harding, Robert Montgomery, Frank Morgan. Dir. Harry Beaumont. 
Rel. June 23. Rev. June 27. 
Studio: 6048 Sunset Bivd. Office: R. K. O. Building, 
Hollywood, Cal. Monogram Rockefeller Center, N.Y.C. 


Avenger, The. Vengeance in prisor Ralph Forbes, Adrienne Ames. Dir. Ed. 
Marin. 72 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 

Black Beauty. Horse story. Alex Kirkland, Esther Ralston. Dir. Phil 
Rosen. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 10. Rev. Aug. 29. 


Convicted murderer who dies in the electric chair ahead 


Devil's Mate, The. 
Preston Foster. Dir. Phil Rosen. 66 


of the shock. Peggy Shannon, 
mins. Rel. Aug, 15. 

Fighting Texan. Oil country story. Rex Bell, Luana Walters. Dir. Armand 
Schaefer, 55 mins. Kel. Aug. 5. Rev. Aug. 1. 

Fugitive, The. A _ $500,000 mail robbery. Western. 
Dir. Harry Fraser. 54 mins. Rel. Aug. 1¢. 

Gallant Fool, The. One ring circus in the cattle country. Bob Steele, Ar- 
letta Duncan. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 56 mins. Rel. July 29. 

Galloping Romeo. Western story. Bob Steele. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 
Rel. Sept. 1. 

Phantom Broadcast, The. Radio crooner who sings by proxy. Ralph Forbes, 
Vivienne Osborne, Dir. Phil Rosen. 72-mins. Rel, July 8. Rev. Aug. 1. 

Rainbow Ranch. Adventures of the welterweight champ of the Pacific fleet. 
Rex Bell, Cecelia Parker. Dir. Harry Fraser. 59 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 

Rangers Code. Texas cattle ranger story. Bobe Steele. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 
55 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. 

Return of Casey Jones, The. 


Rex Bell, Cecilia Parker. 


54 mins. 


Railroad story. Chas. Starrett, Ruth Hall. Dir 


J. P. McCarthy. 67 mins. Rel. July 25. ‘ 

Sensation Hunters. Society high life. Arline Judge, Preston Foster. ptr. 
Chas. Vidor. 75 mins, Rel. Sept. 20 

Skyway. Aviation pilot’s ship-to-shore line. Ray Walker, Kathryn Craw- 
ford. Dir. Lew Collins. 67 mins. Rel. Aug. 22. 

Sphinx, The. Murder mystery with a neat twist. Lionel Atwill, Sheila Tracy. 
Dir. Phil Rosen. 63 mins. Rel. June 1. Rev. July 11. 


Sweetheart of Sigma Chi. College musical. Mary Carlisle, Buster Crabbe. 


Dir. Ed. Marin. 80 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 
Trailing North, Texas ranger gets far from home, but gets his man, 
Steele, Doris Hili. Dir. J. P. McCarthy. 55 mins. Rev. June 6. 


Studios: 5851 Marathon St., Offices: 1501 Broadway 
Hollywood, Calif. Paramount New York, N.Y. 

Bedtime Story, A. Original. Chevalier adopts a baby. Maurice Chevalier, 
Edw. Everett Horton, Helen Twelvetrees. Dir. Norman ‘Taurog. 85 
mins. Rel. April 21. Rev. April 

College Humor. Comedy. Bing Crosby, Jack Oakie, Rich. Arlen, Mary Carl- 
isle, Burns and Allen. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 6624. Rel. June 30. 

Disgraced. Story of betrayed love. Helen Twelvetrees, Bruce Cabot. 
Earle C. Kenton. 5740. Rel, July 7 Rev. July -8 

Eagle and the Hawk, The. Story of the Royal Flying Squadron in the World 


Bob 


Dir. 


War. Frederic March, Jack Oakie, Cary Grant, Carole Lombard. Dir. 
Stuart Walker. 74 mins. Rel. May 19. Rev. May 16. 
Gambling Ship. Explanatory title. Cary Grant, Benita Hume. Dir. Louis 


Rev. July 18. 
Jas. Dunn, Gloria 
65 mins. 


Gasnier. 6331. Max Marcin. Rel. June 23. 
Girl in 419, The. Mysterious beauty in a hospital drama. 
Stuart, David Manners. Dir. George Somnes, Alexander Hall, 
Rel. May 26. Rev. May 23. 
Her Bodyguard. A musical comedy star and her hired sleuth. Wynne Gib- 
son, Edmund Lowe, Johnny Hines, Marjorie White. Dir. Wm. Beaudine. 


Rel. July 21. Rev. Aug. 8. 

fi Love That Man. (Rogers production.) Romantic drama. Edmund Lowe, 
Nancy Carroll. wir. Harry Joe Brown, 74 mins. Rel. June 9. Rev. 
July 


International House. Farce comedy. Peggy Hopkins Joyce, W. C. Fields, 
Rudy Vallee, Stuart Erwin, Sari Maritza, Burns and Allen ,Cab Callo- 


way: Dir. Eddie Sutherland. 68 mins. Rel. June 2. Rev. May 30. 
Jennie Gerhardt. From the Theo. Dreiser story. Sylvia Sidney, Donald Cook, 
Mary Astor. Dir. Marion Gering. 95 mins. Rel. June 16. Rev. June 13. 
Lady’s Profession, A. Story by Nina Wilcox Putnam. Speakeasy prop. mas- 
querading as riding master. Geo, Barbier, Sari Maritza. Dir. Norman 
MacLeod. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. Mar. 28. 
Mama Loves Papa. Trials of a henpecked. Chas. Ruggles, Mary Boland, 


Lilyan Tashman, Walter Catlett. Dir. Norman McLeod. Rel. July 14. 


Rev. July 25. 


Man of the Forest. Harry Carey, Randolph Scott, Verna lillie. 


Western. 


Dir. Henry Hathaway. Rel. July 14. 

Midnight Club, The. London jewel thieves. Geo. Raft, Clive Brook, Guy 
Standing, Alison Skipworth. Dir. Geo. Somnes and Alex Hall, Rel. 
July 28 Rev. Aug. 1 

One Sunday Afternoon. From the stage play. Loves in a small town. Gary 
Cooper, Fay Wray, Niel Hamilton, Frances Fuller, Dir. Louis D. 
Lighton. 68 mins. tel, Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 5. 

Chas. 


Beer problem from the angle of an honest brewer. 


Son f the Eagle. 
he A Bg, Dir. Ralph Murphy. 


Bickford, Rich. Arlen, Jean Hersholt, Mary Brian. 


65 mins. Rel. April 28. Rev. May 2. 

Song of Songs. Front Suderman’'s story and Sheldon’s play. Marlene Die- 
trich, Brian Aherne, Lionel Atwill. Dir. Rouben Mamoulian, 70 mins 
Rev. July 25. 

Story of Temple Drake, The. From Wm. Faulkner's ‘Sanctuary.’ The story 


of an oversexed girl. Miriam Hopkins, Jack La Rue, Wm. Collier, Jr. 


Dir. Stephen Roberts. 68 mins. Rel. May 12. Rev. May 9. 

Sunset Pass. Zane Grey western. Tom Keene, Randolph Scott, Kathleen 
Burke. Dir. Henry Hathaway. 46 mins. Rel. May 26. 

Supernatural. Original. Odd story of a transferred soul. Carole Lombard, 
Randolph Scott, Vivienne Osborne. Dir. Victor Halperin. 65 mins. 
Rel. May 12. Rev. April 25. 

This Day and Age. Revolt of the children against politics and gangsters. 


Chas. Bickford. Judith Allen. Dir. Cecil de Mille. 82 mins Rel. Aug. 


25. Rev. Aug. 29, 





Domestic problems of a mildly 
Arlen, Mary Boland, Dir, L!- 
Aug. 15 


Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 


Three Cornered Moon. From the stage play. 
insane family. Claudette Colbert, Rich 
liott Nugent. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 4 Rev, 


R.K.O. Radio 


Studios: Hollywood, 


Calif. Radio City, N.Y.C. 
Ann Vickers. From the Sinclair Lewis novel. Irene Dunn, Walter Huston, 
Conrad Nagel. Dir. John Cromwell. Rel. Sept. 22 


The. A small town barber becomes a big time gambler and 
George E. Stone, Fay Wray, Phillips Holmes, Lilian Bond. Dir 
72 mins. Rel, June 16. Rev. Aug. 8. 

Cross Fire. Action western. Tom Keene, Betty Furness, Edgar Kennedy. 
Dir. Otto Brower. 55 mins. Rel. June 30. 

Deluge, The. Odd story of the world after a second deluge 
Lois Wilson, Sidney Blackmer, Matt Moore. Dir. Felix E. 
Sept. 15. 

Diplomaniacs, The. 
bring peace to the Geneva Conference. 
May. Rev. May 2. 

Double Harness. A girl who got her man. Ann 
Dir. John Cromwell. 70 mins. Rev. July 25. 

Emergency Call. Exposing racketeering in city hospitals. Bill Boyd, Wynne 
Gibson, William Gargan. Dir. Edward Cahn. 61 mins. Rel. May 19. 


Big Brain, 
crook. 


George Archainbaud. 
Peggy Shannon, 
Feist. Rel 


Wheeler and Woolsey are sent by an Indian tribe to 
Dir. Wm. Seiter. 59 mins. Rel. 


Harding, William Powell. 


Flying Devils. Triangle in a flying circus. Arline Judge, Bruce Cabot. Dir. 
Russell Birdwell. 60 mins. Rel. Aug, 14. Rev. Aug. 29. 
India Speaks. Travelog of India with Richard Halliburton as narrator. Dir. 


Walter Futter. 77 mins. Rel. April 28 

King Kong. Original. A 50-foot ape is captured in the wilds and creates 
havoc when it escapes while on exhibition in New York. Fay Wray, Robt. 
Armstrong. Dir. Merian C. Cooper. 100 mins. Rev. April 7. 

Little Women. Talker version of the Louisa Alcott story. Katherine Hep- 
burn, Joan Bennett, Paui Lukas, Frances Dee, Jean Parker, Edna Mae 
Oliver. Dir. Geo. Cukor. Rel. Oct. 6 

Melody Cruise. Musical novelty which takes place on a world cruise. Charlie 
Ruggles, Phil Harris, Greta ‘lissen, Helen Mack. Dir. Mark Sandrich. 
76 mins. Rel. June 23. 

Midshipman Jack. Annapolis story. Bruce Cabot, Frank Albertson, 
Lake, Betty Furness. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel. Sept. 29. 

Morning Glory. Backstage story of a country girl's rise and fall. 
Hepburn, Doug. Fairbanks, Jr., Adolphe Menjou, Mary Duncan. 
Lowell Sherman. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 18. Rev. Aug. 22. 

No Marriage Ties. From an unproduced play. Satire on advertising agencies. 
Richard Dix, Elizabeth Allen. Dir. J. Walter Ruben. 75 mins. Rel, Aug. 
11. Rev. Aug. 8. 

One Man’‘s Journey. Country doctor achieves fame. 
Robson, Joel McCrea. Dir. John Robertson, 72 
Rev. Sept. 5. 

Professional Sweetheart. The story of a radio stnger who is forced to live 
up to her publicized angelic character when her greatest desire is to be 
naughty-naughty. Ginger Rogers, Norman Foster, Gregory Ratoff, Zasu 


Arthur 


Katherine 
Dir. 


Lionel Barrymore, May 
mins. Rel. Sept. 8. 


Pitts. Dir. William A, Seiter. 73 mins. Rel. June 9. Rev. July 18. 

Rafter Romance. A story of Greenwich Village. Ginger Rogers, Norman 
Foster, Geo. Sidney, Laura Hope Crews, Robt. enchley. Dir. Wm. 
Seiter. 75 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 

Silver Cord, The. Mother love carried to excess. Irene Dunne, Laura Hope 
Crews, Joel McCrea, Frances Dee. Dir. John Cromwell. 76 mins 
Rel. May 19. Rev. May 9. 

Son of the Border. Action western. 


Tom Keene, Julie Haydon, Creighton 

Chaney. Dir. Lioyd Nosler. 55 mins. Rel. May 5. 

Sweepings. Novel. Biographical study of a merchant prince. 
more, Alan Dinehart, Gloria Stuart. Dir. John Cromwell. 
April 14. Rev. Mar, 28. 

Tomorrow at Seven. Novel murder mystery. 
borne, Frank McHugh, Dir. Ray Enright. 


July 4. 
}4 4 Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
United Artists New vorn. 1. 


Bitter Sweet. (British made). Nocl Coward's operetta. Romance of wealthy 
English beauty who elopes to Vienna with her music teacher. Anna 
Neagle, Fernand Graavey. Dir. Herbert Wilcox. 93 mins. Rel. Sept. 
22. Rev. Aug. 29. 

Bowery, The. Story of the rivairy between Chuck Connors and Steve Brodie, 
famous Brooklyn Bridge jumper. Wallace Beery, George Raft, Jackie 
Cooper, Fay Wray. Dir. Roaul Walsh. Rel. Sept. 29. 

Broadway Through a Keyhole. Walter Winchell’s story of Broadway. Con- 
stance Cummings, Russ Columbo, Paul Kelly, Dir. Lowell Sherman, 
Rel. Oct. 13. 

Emperor Jones. Eugene O'Neill's famous drama of a Pullman porter who 
becomes ruler of a West Indian island. Paul Robeson, Dudley Digges. 
Dir. Dudley Murphy. Rel. Sept. 8. 

| Cover the Waterfront. Adaptation of Max Miller’s best seller about his 
exploits in the San Diego harbor. Claudette Colbert, Ben Lyon and 
Ernest Torrence. Dir. James Cruze. 70 mins. Rel. May 12. Rev. May 23. 

Masquerader, The. Based on John Hunter Booth’s adaptation of Katherine 
Cecil Tharston’s novel. Cousins of identical appearance change places, 
with intriguing political and romantic results. Ronald Colman, Elissi 
Landi. Dir. Richard Wallace. 75 mins. Rel. Aug. 18. Rev. Sept. 5. 

Samarang. Love amid the pearl divers in Malaysia. Native cast. Dir. Ward 
Wing. 60 mins. Rel. June 23. Rev. July 4. 

Secrets.. Stage play. Man tries to hide from his wife secrets she pretends not 
to know. Mary Pickford, Leslie Howard. Dir. Frank Borzage. 83 mins. 
Rel. April 16. Rev. Mar. 21. 


Farce comedy with music, laid in Vienna. 


Lionel Barry- 
77 mins. Rel. 


Chester Morris, Vivienne Os- 
62 mins. Rel. June 2. Rev. 


Yes, Mr. Brown. Jack Buchanan, 


Margot Grahame and Elsie Randolph. Dir. Jack Buchanan. 69 mins. 
Rel. May. 
Studio: Universal City : Offices: 730 Fifth Ave. 
Calif. Universal New York, N,. ¥. 


Love story unfolded in scenic beauty of 


Be Mine Tonight. 
Dir. Anatol Litwak. 85 mins. Rel. 


Swiss Alps. 


Comedy-drama. 
Starring Jan Kiepura. 


Mar. 23. Rev. April 18. 
Big Cage, The. Original. Man against beast, different from jungle films. 
Clyde Beatty, Raymond Hatton, Anita Page, Andy Devine, Dir. Kurt 


Rev. May 16. 


Famous team in story with nautical 
Dir. George Stevens. 


Neumann, 73 mins. Rel. Mar. 3. 


Cohens and Kellys In Trouble. Comedy. 
background. George Sidney and Charlie Murray. 


Rel. March 23. Rev. April 18 
Don’t Bet on Love. Comedy-drama. Lew Ayres, Ginger Rogers. Dir. Mur- 
ray Roth. 62 mins, Rel. July 13. Rev. Aug. 1. 
Fiddlin’ Buckaroo. Western. Ken Maynard. Dir. Ken Maynard. Rel. July 20. 
Her First Mate. Comedy. Summerville-Pitts. Dir. Wm. Wyler. Rel. Aug. 3. 


Rev. Sept. 5 


King of the Arena. Ken Maynard in a circus story. Lucille Brown, Robt. 
Kortman. 6 reels. Rel, June 18. 

King of Jazz, The. Reissue, with Paul Whiteman, John Boles. Dir. John 
Murray Anderson. 9 reels. Rel. June 1. : 

Kiss Before the Mirror, The. Powerful drama of human emotions. Nancy 
Carroll, Paul Lukas, Frank Morgan, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Jas. Whale. 
67 mins. Rel. May 4. Rev. May 10. 


Lucky Dog. Touching and dramatic story of devotion that exists between a 


man and his dog.’ Chic Sale. Dir. Zion Myers. Rel. Ayril 20. 
Moonlight and Pretzels. Musical. Mary Brian, Roger Pryor, Leo Carrillo. 
Dir. Brice-Freund. Rel. July 27. Rev. Aug. 29. 
Out All Night. Comedy. Slim Summerville-Zasu Pitts. Dir. Sam Taylor 


Rel. April 13. Rev. April 11. 


Rebel, The. Napoleonic story in the Austrian Tyrol. Vilma Banky, Luis 
Trenker, Victor Varconi. (Foreign made.) Dir. Luis Trenker, Edwin 
Knopf. Rel. Junel. Rev. Aug. 1. 


Secret of the Blue Room. Mystery drama. Lionell Atwill, Paul Lukas, Gloria 
Stuart. Dir. Kurt Neumann. Rel. July 20. 


Studios a. Warner Brothers Seen eS ie ay. 


The story of a hard-boiled girl who reached the top. Barbara 


Baby Face. 4 
Dir. Alfred E. Green. 71 mins. Rel. July 1. 


Stanwyck, Geo. Brent. 
Rev. June 27. 


Captured! Behind the scenes in a German prison. Leslie Howard, Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., Paul Lukas, Margaret Lindsay. Dir. Roy dei Ruth. 
72 mins. Rel. Aug. 19. Rev. Aug. 22. 

Ex-Lady. An experimental marriage stmkes a snag. Bette Davis, Gene Ray- 
mond, Frank McHugh. Dir. Robert. Florey. 67 mins. Rel. April 8. 
Rev. May 16. 

Footlight Parade. Gala musical with backstage locale. James Cagney, Joan 
Blondell, Ruby Keeler, Dick Powell. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. Dances by 
Busby Berkeley. Rel. Oct. 7. 


Golddiggers of 1933. New version of Avery Hopwood’s siagepiay done as a 
super-musical. Warren Williams, Joan Blondell. Dir. Mervyn LeRoy 
94 mins. Rel. May 27. Rev. June 13 


Life of Jimmy Dolan, The. From a recent novel. Prizefighter finds regener- 


ation. Doug Fairbanks, Jr., Loretta Young, Aline McMahon, Guy Kibbe. 
89 mins. Rel, June 3. Rev. June 20. 
Mary Stevens, M.D. Story of a woman doctor. Kay Francis, Lyle Tal- 
bot, Glenda Farrell Dir. Lioyd Bacon. 71 mins. Rel, July 22. ley. 
Aug. 8 
(Continued on page 30> 
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Example of Grave 
Overseating Is 
S. F. Right Now 

San si Sept. 18. 
The white spot of the country 
during the past year’s bad theatre 


business, Frisco, is figured as about 

to turn gray around the edges. 
With the projected opening of the 

Orpheum next week the burg will 


have eight downtown first run 
houses for the population of 650,000, 
making it one of the most over- 
seated cities in the country. 
Together with the more. than 


70,000 seats in the subsequent runs 
it averages up as close to one seat 
for every six San _ Franciscans. 
Which, figured at three shows per 
day, leaves room and time for 
plenty dust to accumulate on plenty 
chairs. 

With two of the eight houses 
double-billing, the situation  pre- 
sents still another problem, that of 
booking 10 pictures a week or 520 
a year, barring holdovers. 

Managers are wondering just 
where next week's profits are com- 
ing from because not only must 
they book suitable product, but 
they've got to fight the 70,000 seats 
of the naborhoods and all their 
downtown competition to get any 
biz at all. 

As an example of competish from 
the naborhoods Fox El Capitan of- 
fers first district showing of 
major product, together with a 
stage show, shorts and other at- 
tractions for a 35c top, jamming 
‘em into the.3,000 seats thrice daily, 
ai..d four times on weekends and 
holidays. 

Add such situations to the dual 
film houses around the town, and 
competition from within the indus- 
try is of razor keenness. 


BIRTH FILM IN L. A. 
YANKED BY CITY ATTY 


Los Angeles, Sept. 18. 
reels of film titled ‘Red 
Headed Baby’, allegedly showing 
the birth of a child with clinical 
detail, were »eized by operatives of 
the city attorney’s office, and Harry 
M. Miller was arrested, charged 
with violating what the complaint 
specifies as ihe lewd show ordi- 
nance, 

Picture showing was raided at a 
South Main street house where a 
frame of lobby photos as well as 
the film was confiscated. Footage 
was declared by Chief Complaint 
Deputy Newton Kendall of the city 
attorney's office to contain sugges- 
tive and semi-nude poses of men 
and women. 

Jury trial has been set on Oct. 
2. Defendant contends the film is 
not objectionable. 


Legit “Maedchen’ May | 
Help Film in Cleve. 


Cleveland, Sept. 19. 

‘Maedchen in Uniform’ which was 
shelved for three months and final- 
ly dropped by the indie Allen Thea- 
tre Syndicate, is being spotted into 
the legit Hanna Sept. 23 for its first 
showing in Cleveland. Harland 
Fend, free-lance p.a. and promoter 
of Hanna’s recent stock venture, has 
taken over the German film on his 
own and is promoting it. Since 
no other exhibitor dared to handle 
it, the indie exchange owning local 
rights on picture was willing to let 
him have it on a straight percent- 
age rental—payment after the run. 
Theatre owner also renting house 
to him for only 10% of gross on 
same basis. 

Interest in ‘Maedchen’ is being in- 
creased by stage production of un- 
expurgated play given by Frank 
Orsino’s local Academy Guild only 
a week before pix’s opening. Play 
brought squawks from Fend about 
unethical competition, but it’s help- 
ing publicity campaign, 


Memphis Orph. Leased 
Memphis, Tenn., Sept. 18 
The Orpheum theatre opens Sept. 
22 with L. R. Pierce as manager for 





Two 











Mort D. Goldberg of Chicago, who 
has taken a 15-year tease of the 
house, 

Pierce managed the theatre when 
local bondholders operated it last 
spring 



























Tuesday, September 19, 1933 
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“Yes”, says Mae, “I’ve got to hand it to them! 


“MY LIPS to those 786 exhibitors who 
played PARAMOUNT’S ‘She Done Him 
Wrong’ twice. You've got me, boys.” 





Py 


“MY GOOD RIGHT ARM to the 108 
fine showmen who played PARAMOUNT'S 
‘She Done Him Wrong’ three times and to 
those 28 boys who played it four times. | 
go for them in a big way.” 





4 


“MY DIAMOND STUDDED GARTER 
to those 7 boys who played PARAMOUNT’S 
‘She Done Him Wrong’ five times, to the 6 
exhibitors who played it six times and to the 
2 who played it seven times. It’s got to be 
intimate for men like that.” 





= 


“MY OWN PERSONAL INVITATION 
to that outstanding exhibitor who played 
PARAMOUNT’S ‘She Done Him Wrong’ 
10 times. He fascinates me.” 





. 4 
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Heaven’s ahead for the boys who 


fly high with “TM NO ANGEL” 
*“P'M NO ANGEL” ADVERTISING PRIZE. for the guy 


who puts on the best advertising campaign on “I’m No Angel”, 
(based on the material available in the “I’m No Angel” press book) 
| offer a personally conducted “Come Up and See Me Some time” 
trip—a round-trip ticket to Hollywood with expenses for one week. 


“I’M NO ANGEL” RE-BOOKING PRIZES. To every good 
showman who replays “I’m No Angel”, | will send a specially auto- 
graphed copy of my new book, “HOW TO MISBEHAVE” 


“I’M NO ANGEL” GRAND PRIZE. As my personal present 
to the good man who plays “I’m No Angel” the greatest number of 
| C times | give a diamond-studded watch with an intimate inscription in 
| ” the back. It's got to be good for a man like that!” 





C’mon boys, spread your wings with me in “I'm No Angel” 


x Contest starts October 6th . .. ends January Ist 
Send all entries to the “I'm No Angel”’ Advertising Campaign Contest to R. M. Gillham, Room 1202 Paramount Building, New York City 
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. Predad Situation in Mols. 





Indie Lyceum May Benefit from Publix-WB 
Deadlock—Mort Singer Expanding 





Minneapolis, Sept. 13. 


There's still a chance that the 2,- 
300-seat independent Lyceum, loop 
first-run house, dark because it 
hasn't been able to line up pictures, 
may get into the product running. 
Publix and Warner Brothers haven't 
been able to get together yet on a 
deal for half of the WB product for 
Minneapolis. If they don’t come to 
terms the product would be avail- 
able for the Lyceum, which also 
hopes to get some of the Orpheum 
sluffs, the Singer house having more 
pictures than it can use. 


Carl Leserman, WB's district 
manager from Chicago, left town 
without selling Publix. Approxi- 


mately half of the Warner product 
has been sold to the opposition 
Singer house, the Orpheum, here. 
It is expected that Leserman and 
John J. Friedl, Publix division man- 
ager, will confer again here or in 
Chicago in another effort to get to- 
gether on terms. 

Publix definitely has closed its 
deals for M-G-M, Paramount and 
Fox product for its entire North- 
west circuit. It also is indicated 
that similar deals with United Art- 
ists and Universal will be closed 
shortly. 

The Orpheum, in addition to about 
half of the Warner product, has all 
of Columbia and RKO, giving it 
about 39 pictures more than it can 
use. Mort Singer, while here for a 
day recently, was negotiating for 
another loop first-run house. Re- 
port is that he will acquire the Shu- 
bert which, after 22 years, is aban- 
doning dramatic stock this season 
because of demands of the Actors’ 

[ "@auity and stagehands’ union that 
two weeks’ advance salaries be 
posted. If he géts this theatre he 
will have an outlet for all the pic- 
tures which he has purchased and 
the Lyceum, of course, would be 
left out in the cold as far as obtain- 
ing sluffs is concerned. The dope 
also is that Singer will take over 
the St. Paul Orpheum from RKO. 
He is expected back in a few days 
to resume the various negotiations. 


F-WC BITES BACK AT 
PAR-PUB’S $2,500,000 


Los Angeles, Sept. 138. 


Fox-West Coast attorneys are 
prepared to dispute in its entirety 
the claim of Paramount Publix in 
the approximate amount of $2,500,- 
000 on file against the bankrupt 
when the hearings, tentatively set 
for Sept. 28, come up before Ref- 
eree in Bankruptcy Samuel W. 
McNabb. Creditor’s main claim is 
for asserted breach of lease on the 
Paramount Oakland, and the pur- 
chase of equipment in that house. 

Understood F-WC will contend 
that no such lease gwas ever signed 
or equipment purchase made. 

Because of technical safeguard, 
the Paramouni-Pub!tix filed four 
duplicate claims. If these should 
be disallowed the total demands 
against F-WC would be reduced by 
over $10,000,000 from the present 
figure of approximately $49,000,000. 








L. A. De Luxer in Red, 
Sees Way Via Duals 


Los Angeles, Sept. 18. 


RKO Hillstreet theatre will go 
double bil’ early in October. 
House since going straight pix 


three months ago, has béen away in 
the red. 





HARRY FRAZEE, JR., MGR. 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 18. 

Spitzer Kohen, manager of WB's 
Kenyon and before that the Davis, 
tas resigned to return tv his old 
territory, New Jersey, as manager 
of the Garden in Paterson, also a 
Warner house. 

His successor at the Kenyon will 
be Harry Frazee, Jr., son of the 
former big league baseball magnate 
and theatrical producer, 








Building! Just Imagine 
Canada, Sept. 18. 

Pians for a new theatre to cost 
about $50,000 were announced to- 
day by Joseph Wolfond, business- 
man of Guelph, who is to construct 
house in downtown Guelph. 


London, 


SHORT MARKET ZOOMS 
WITH CHI’S 2-PIC BAN 


Chicago, Sept. 138. 

Short field is booming beyond the 
hopes of the exchanges with the 
killing off of double features. The- 
atres are still selling bargain en- 
tertainment to the public and if 
they haven't four hours of features 
they're offering them four hours 
of one feature and shorts. Nothing 
unusual to find seven to 10 shorts 
on one show. 

For instance, the Rosewood last 
week with ‘Professional Sweet- 
heart’ (RKO) advertised a big 10- 
unit show, plugging the feature, 
‘plus ‘World’s Greatest Thrills’ 
(U), also two comedies, two trav- 
elogs, September Horoscope and 
others.’ 


PrmCcTURES 


GOLF AND D. T. BATTLE 


Midwest Exhibs me Chance to Kill 
Dalite Time, Golf Competish 
Chicago, Sept. 18. 

Theatres in the midwest think 
they see an opportunity to step out 
with the new NRA deal in business 
to do away with daylight saving 
time. Show business feels that day- 
light time has put the worst crimp 
in their summer trade, estimates 
putting the damage to the boxoffice 
at 25% off from normal, 

Tied in with this daylight saving 
thing is golf, the moved-up clock 
and the mashie going hand in hand 
according to exhibitors. Chicago is 
the largest golf district in all the 
world, having more regular golf 
clubs, semi-private courses and pub- 
lic links than any other city in 
America, 

It is estimated that 60,000 people 
play the Chicago courses the aver- 
age summer day, with the total 
swelling to 90,000 and 120,000 on 
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

Most of the green fees range from 
25c to 50c for the 18 holes with the 
better clubs charging $1. Chicago 
has more entries in the P.G.A. than 
any other district and yet~hasn’t 
turned out a champion since Chick 
Evans. 











CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 





Mayor of Hell, The. From Iselin Aust 
Jas. Cagney, Madge Evans, 
mins. Rel. June 24. Rev. July 

Narrow Corner, The. From the story 
locale. Doug Fairbanks, Jr., 
ges. Dir. Alfred E. Green. 67 


Picture Snatcher, The. Semi-gangste 


70 mins. Rel. April 19. 


Private Detective 62. 
say. 67 mins. 


Silk Express, The. 


Rel. June 17. 


The Man from Monterey. 

Mack V. Wright. 57 mins. Rel. 
Untamed Africa. Thrilling African ad 
D. Hubbard, F.A.G.S. Rel. April 


Voltaire. 
Doris Kenyon, 
Aug. 5. Rev. Aug. 22. 


Working Man, The. Original. 
Bette Davis. Dir. John Adolfi. 


Constant Woman, The. 


June 6. 


Big Chance, The. (Eagle.) 
Kennedy. Dir. Al. Herman. 63 
Big Drive, The. Authentic war pictu 
91 mins. Rel, Jan. 19. Rev. 
Cougar. 


70 mins. Rev. May 390. 
Faithful Heart, The. (Helber.) 
love. British cast. 65 mins. 
Hell’s Holiday. 
High Gear. (Goldsmith.) 
Joan Marsh. Dir. Leigh Jason, 
His Private Secretary. 
son’s marriage. 
man. 68 mins. 
Laughing at Life. 
Laglen, Conchita Montenegro, 
Rev. July 18. 
Night and Day (Gaumont-British). 
museum. Jack Hurlburt, Cicely 
Police Call. (Showmen.) Ring story 
Merna Kennedy. Dir. 
Sleepless Nights (Remington). 
Walker, Stanley Lupino. 
Rev. July 25. 
Taming of the Jungle. 
Tarzan the Fearless. 
chapters. 
feature. Rel. 
What Price Decency. 


Rel, June 10. 


Dir. 


(Invincible. ) 
(Principal.) 


July 19. Rev. Au 
(Equitable.) 


Hale. Dir. Arthur Gregor. 


year of 


Li! Dagover, Otto Gebuehr. 
Berlin-Alexanderplatz (Ger) 


Cinq Gentleman Maudit (Protex) (Fr 


Der Hauptmann von Kopenick (Kinem 


Dir. Richard Oswald. 96 mins. 


Mir. Marcel L‘Herbier. 85 mins. 


cast. Dir. Carl Boese.. 80 mins. 





feld. 85 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 


Frankie Darrow. Dir. 


Fatricia Ellis, 


Life of France’s celebrated wit and philosopher. 
Margaret Lindsay. 


Romance in the shoe business. 


World Wide °™°**: 


(Releasing Through Fox) 
From Eugene O'Neill's play ‘Recklessness.’ 


Britis 
Rev. 
(Superb.) Compilation of war scenes. 


Auto race story. 
65 mins. 
Girl converts her father-in-law to approval of his 
Evalyn Knapp, 
Rev. Aug. 8 


(Mascot.) Story of a gun-running adventurer. 
Ruth Hall. 


Phil Whiteman. 63 mins. 
British made story on farcical lines. 


Buster Crabbe, Jacque 


Donna d’Una Notte (Portale) (Italian). 
Drei Tage Mittelarrest (German) (Capital). 


Orunter und Drueber (Ger.) (Germania). 
Rev. Dec. 


(Continued from page 27) 


Reform school background. 
Archie Mayo. 90 


er’s drama. 


4. 


by W. Somerset Maugham. South Sea 
Ralph Bellamy, Dudley Dig- 
mins. Mel. July 8 Rev. July 18. 


r story of a news photographer. Jas. 


Cagney, Patricia Ellis, Alice White, Ralph Bellamy. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 
Rev. May 23. 


From a fiction story. 
zatev. July 11. 

Mystery drama of silk shipments. Niel Hamilton, 
Jenkins, Dudley Digges. 61 mins. Rel. June 10. Rev. June 27. 
Western drama. 


William Powell, Margaret Lind- 


Allen 


John Wayne, a Hall. Dir. 


July 22. Rev. Aug. 2 
venture. Under supervision of Wynant 
8. 


George Arliss, 
Dir. John Adolfi. 72 mins. Rel. 
Geo. Arliss, 
Rel. May 6. Rev. April 25. 


1501 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


77 mins. 


Conrad 


Nagel, Leila Hyams, Dir, Victor Schertzinger. Rel. April 23. 
Lone Avenger, The. Original. Ken Maynard western. Muriel Gordon. Dir. 
- Alan James. 61 mins. Rel. “lay 14. Rev. July 4 
Study in Scarlet, A. Sherlock Holmes story. Reginald Owen, June Clyde 
Anna May Wong. Dir. Edw. L. Marin. 73 mins. Rel. May 14. Rev. 


Miscellaneous Releases 


Prizefighter-socialite story. 


John Darrow, Merna 
mins. Rev. Sept. 5. 
res from records of eight governments. 


Dec. 27. 
(Sidney Snow.) Jay Bruce captures mountain lions with bare hands. 


h made. Romantic story of a faithful 
Aug. 22. 

90 mins. Rev. July 18. 
Jackie Searle, James Murray, 
Rev. April 18 

John Wayne. Dir. Phil H. White- 
Victor Mc- 
Dir. Ford Beebe. 71 mins. 


Farce comedy of a thief chase in a wax 


Courtneidge. 76 mins. Rev. May 30. 


with an adventure angle. Nick Stuart, 
Rel, Aug. Rev. Aug. 29. 


Polly 


Thos. Bentley. 63 mins. Rel July 21. 


Animal training methods. Rev. June 6. 


Feature and eight subsequent two-part 


line Wells. Dir. Robt. Hill, 60 mins. for 


g. 15. 


From a stage play. Jungle background 
for story of a girl tricked by a mock marriage. 
60 mins. 


Dorothy Burgess, Alan 
Rev. Mar. 7. 


Foreign Language Films 


(Note: Because of the slow movement of foreign films, this list covers one 


releases.) 


(Most of these available with English titles.) 
Barberina, die Taenzerin von Sansoucl. 
Dir. 


(Capital). 
George, Maria Bard. Dir. Phil Jutzi. 


(Capital) (Ger.). 
Carl Froelich. 83 mins. Rel. Nov. 20 


Strong crime drama. H einrich 
90 mins. Rel, May 1. Rev. May 16. 


ench). Mystery drama. Rene Lefevre, 


Musical comedy 


Harry Baur. Dir. Julien Duvivier. 78 mins. Rel. Jan. Rev. Jan. 24. 

Das Nachtigall Madel (Capital) (Ger). Love in Hawail. Dir. Leo Lasky 

80 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 31. 

Das Schoene Abenteuer (German) lor Romantic comedy. Kaethe 
von Nagy. Dir. Reinhold Schanzel. 83 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 13. 

David Golder (French) (Protex). Drama. Harry Baur. Dir. Jullien Duvivier. 
0 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 25. 

Jer Ball (German) (Protex). Domestic comedy. Dolly Haas. Dir. Wilhelm 
Thiele. 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 9. 

Der Brave Suender (Ger) (European). Fast comedy. Max Pallenberg. Dir. 


Fritz Kortner. 90 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 4. 
Der Falsche Ehemann (German) (Protex). Farce. Dir. Johannes Guter. 
85 mins. Rel, Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 23. 


atrade) (Ger). 
Rel, Jan, 15. 


Comedy. Max Adalbert. 
Rev. Jan. 24, 


Der Schwartze Hussar (Protex) (Ger.). Costume romance. Conrad Veidt, 
Dir. Gerhard Lamprecht. 90 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Jan. 3. 

Dos Noches (Hoffberg) (Spanish). Musical. Conchita Montenegro. Dir. Car- 
los Borcosque. 65 mins. Rel. May 1, 


Court adventure. Francesca Bertini. 
Rel. March 1. Rev. March 14 


Fast German farce with all-star 
May 1. Rev. May 23 


Musical comedy. Dir. 
20. 


Rel, 
Max Neu- 


-* 
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Eine Liebesnacht (German) (Capital). Farce. Harry Liedke. 
82 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 23. 


Eine Nacht in Paradies (Kinematrade) (Ger). 


May, 


Musical comedy. Anny Ondra, 


90 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 28. 

Eine Tuer Geht Auf. (Protex) (Ger.). Mystery thriller. Dir. Alfred Zeisler 
68 mins. Kel. Feb. L. Rev. Feb. 7. . 

False Uniforms (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Lopashinski. 63 mins. Rei, Nov. 
18. Rev. Nov. 29. 

Frau Von Der Man Spricht (German) (General). Mady Christians. Melo. 


Viktor Jansen. 75 mins. Rel. April 165. Rey. May 2. 


< 


drama, Dir. 


Friederike (Kinematrade) (Ger). Dramatic operetta based on Goethe's life, 
Mady Christians. 90 mins. Rel. March 16, Rev. Feb. 28, 

Gefahren Der Liebe (German) (Madison). Sex drama. Tony Van Eyck, 
Dir. Eugen Thiele. 65 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev, May 2. 

Gitta Entdeckt thr Herz. (Capital) (Ger). Musical comedy. 


Gitta Al 
Dir. Cart Froelich. 90 mins. Rel. Oct. 4, —_ 


Transatlantic aviation drama. Gustav Froeh. 
Nov. Rev. Nov. 1. 


Gustav Froelich. 


Gloria. (German) (New Era). 
lich. Brigitte Helm. 175 mins. Rel. 


Grosse Attraction, Die (Bavaria) (Ger.). Drama is show biz. Richara 
Tauber. Dir. Max Reichmann. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. 

Heliseher, Der (Ger) (General). Farce. Max Adalbert. Dir. Eugen Thiele, 
Rel. Sept. 1. 

Hertha’s Erwachen (Protex) (Ger.). Delicate life problem. Dir. Gerhara 
Lamprecht. 95 mins. Rel. March 10. Rev. March 14. 

Heute Nacht Eventuell (Ger.) (General). Musical comedy. Dir. E. W. Emo, 
80 mins. Rel. July 1 - 

rlolzapfel Weiss Alles (German) (Capital). Comedy. Felix Bressurt. Dir, 
Viktor Janson. 85 mins. Rel. Jan, 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Horizon (Russ) ‘(Amkino). Jewish search for home. Dir. Lev Kuleshov 62 


mins. Rel. May 10. Rev. May 16 

Hyppolit a Lakaj (International) (Hungarian). Fast farce. Dir. Szekcly Ist- 
van. 77 mins. Rel. Jan. Rev. Jan. 17. 

ich Will Nicht Wissen Wer Du Bist (Interworld) (Ger). Musical. Dir. Geza 


70 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. Rev. Feb. 21. 
Two men and a woman on a desert isle, 


von Bolvary. Haid, Froehlich. 
Island of Poom (Russ) (Amkino). 


Dir. ‘Cimonshenko. 90 mins. Rel. July 15. Rev. July 18. 

ivan. (Garrison) (Russ.). Transformation of peasants. Dir. Dovzhenko. 83 
mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. March 7 

Kamaradschaft. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Sensationai drama. Alex Sranach, 
Ernst Busch. Dir. G. W. Pabst. Time, 78 mins. Rel. Nov, 8. 


Keine Feier Ohne Meyer (Ger.) (Germania). Musicai farce. Siegfried Arno, 


Dir. Cari Boese. 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. Rev. Nov. 3 

Korvettenkapitaen (Ger.) (General). Military farce. 75 mins. Rel. April 1, 

Le Bal (French) (Protex). Domestic comedy. Dir. Wilhelm Thiele. 83 mina, 
Rel. Oct 1. Rev. Oct. 4 

Lauberkclonie (Ger.) (General). Farce. Dir. Max Obal. 80 mins. Rel, 
May 15. Rev. June 6 

Lockende Ziel, Das (Ger.) (Bavaria). Musical. Richard Tauber. wir. Max 
Reichmann. 85 mins. Rel. June 15. Rev. June 20. 


Stolz musical. Willy Forst. Dir, 


Liebling von Wien, Der (Ger.) (European). 
Rev. June 13. 


Geza von Bolvary. 75 mins. Rel. fune J 


Ljubav ! Strast. (Yugoslav) (Croat). Drama of life among N. Y. imigranta, 
Rake) Davidovic. Dir. Frank Melford. 60 mins. Rel, Dec. 15. 

Lulse, Koenigin von Preussen. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Historical. Henry 
Porten. Dir. Carl Froelich. Time. 92 mins. Rel, Oct. 4. 

Lustigen Musikanten, Die. (General) (Ger.) Musical farce, Camilla Spira, 
Dir. Max Obai. 80 mins. Rel. May 30. 


M (Ger) (Foremco). Powerful dramatic study. Peter Lorre. Dir. Fritz Lang, 


95 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 4 and April 18. 

Marlus (Paramount) (French). Marseilles satire. Dir. Alexander Korda, 
103 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Apri! 26. 

Maedchen in Uniform (Filmchoice) (German). Poignant drama. Thiele, 
Wiecke. Dir. Richard Froehlich. Rel. Jan, 10. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Man Brauch Kein Geld. (Capital) (Ger). Musica! farce. Dir. Karl Boesq 
Rel, Nov. 10. 


Men and Jobs (Russian) (Amkino). An American engineer looks at Russfa, 
Dir. A. Macheret. 70 mins. Rel, Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17 


Mensch Ohne Namen (German) (Protex). Poignant drama. Werner Krauss, 
Dir. Gustav Ucicky. 95 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 15. 


Milady (General) (French). Sequel to Three Musketeers. Dir. 
mant-Berger. 120 mins. Rel. Sepf. 1. Rev. Sept. 12. 


Mond Uber Morokko (Protex) (Ger). See Cing Gentlemen Maudit. 


Henrl Dia« 


Morgenrot (German) (Protex). Submarine warfare’s cruelty. Dir. Gustav 
Uoicky. 80 mins. Rel. May 15. Rev. May 23. 

Moritz Macht Sein Glueck. (German) (Capital). Farce. Siegfried Arno 6&6 
mins, Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Namensheirat. Gereae) (FAF). Drama. Dir. Heinz Paul. 90 mina. Rel, 
Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Noc Listopadowa (Polish) (Capital). Historical romance. Dir. J. Warneckt, 
95 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 2 

On Demande Compagnon (Fr.) (Auten). Musical romance. Annabella, Dir, 
Joe May. 85 mins. Rel. June 1. Rev. June 6 

Paris-Begu!in (Protex) (Fr). Musical. Jane Marnac. Dir. Augusta Genina, 
90 mins. Rel. Dec, 15. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Piri Mindent Tud (Arkay) (Hung.). Farce.« Dir. Stephen Szekely. 75 mina, 
Rel. Jan. 15. Rev Jan. 31. 

Poll de Carotte (Auten) (French). Drama of adolescence. Harry Baur, 
Dir. Julien Duvivier. 90 mins. Rel, May 15. Rev. May 30 

Potemkin (Russ) (Kinematrade). Sound version of Eisenstein's classic. 10 
mins. Rel. April 4, 

Return of Nathan Becker (Worldkino) (Russian) (Yiddish). Comedy. Dir, 
Shpiss and Milman. 72 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 25. 

Scampolo (Kinematrade) (Ger.) Cinderella romance. Dolly Haas. Dir. Han# 
Steinhoff. 93 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 11. 

Schutzenkoenig, Der (Ger.) (Herrlitz). Max Adalbert, Gret! Theimer. Dit. 
Franz Seitz. 90 mins. Rel. April 15. Rév. May 9. 

Shame (Amkino) (Russ).Problems of new Russia. Vladimir Gardin. Dir. 


Sergei Yutkevitch. 75 mins. Rel. March 1. 
Song of Life (Ger.) (dubbed English) (Embassy). Art and photography pre 
dominant. Dir. Granowsky. 70 mins. Rel, April 1. 
Soviets on Parade. (Russ.) (Kinematrade). Historic record of current Rus- 
Sia. 55 mins. Rel, Feb. 1. Rev. March 7 
Theodor Koerner (Ger) (General). Historical drama. 
Dir. Kar] Boese. 80 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 16. 
Traum von Schonbrunn (Ger.) (General). Musical. Marfha Eggerth. 
Johannes Meyer. 85 mins. Rel. May 15. Rev. June 6. 
Trois Mousquetaires, Les (General) (French). Duma’s classic with songs. 
Dir. Henri Diamont-Berger. 128 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 9. 
Ulani, Chlopcy Malowani (Polish) (Zbyszko). Musical comedy. 
mins. Rel. Jan. 1, 
Ulica (Capital) (Polish). Life of the newsboys. 
73 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. Jan. 
Victoria und Ihr Hussar (Kinematrade) (Ger), Viennese operetta. Michael 
Bohnen, Dir. Richard Oswald. 90 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 11. 
Walzerparadies. (Ger.) (Capital). Musical comedy. Charlotte Susa. Dir. 
Friedrick Zelnick. Rel. March 1. Rev. March 7, 
Weekend In Paradise. (Capital) (Ger). Farce. Otto Wallburg, 
Trude Berliner. Dir. Robt. Land. 81 mins. Rel, Nov. lL. 
Wenn die Soldaten (Schneider) (Ger). Military musical. Otto Wallburg, Paul 
Heidermann, Ida Wuest, Dir. J. Fleck. 85 mins. Rel, Oct. 27. 
Whither Germany? (Kinematrade) (German). Difficulties of life. Hertha 
Thiele. Dir. S. T. Dudov. 71 mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. April 25. 
Yidishe Tochter (Yiddish) (Quality). Old-fashioned Yiddish drama. Yiddish 
Art and Vilna Troupes, 75 mins. 23. 


Rev. May 23 
Yiskor (Yiddish) (Gloria). Revamp of silent. 


Rev. March 14. 


Dorothea Wiecke. 


Dir. 
Ulanl, 100 


Dir. Alexander Ford. Time, 


Elsie Elster, 


Maurice Schwartz. Dir. Sidney 


Goldin and George Rolland. 80 mins. Rel. May 15. Rev. June 6 
Yorck (German) (Protex). Historical drama. Werner Krauss, Rudolf Forster. 
Dir. Gustav Ucicky. 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 27 
Zapfenstrelch Am Rhein. (Whitney) (Ger.). Musical farce. Charlotte Susa 
Siegfried Arno. Dir. Jaap Speyer. 90 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 7. 
Zirkus Leben. (German) (FAF). Circus drama, Liane Haid. Dir. Heins 
Paul. 70 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 3 


Key to Address 
Amkino, 723 Seventh Ave Harold Auten, 1560 Broadway. 
Associated Cinema, 154 W. Internat’l Cinema, 1499 First Ave. 
Bavaria Film, 25 Spruce St. Interworld Films, 1540 Broadway. 
Capital Film, 630 Ninth Ave. ’ H. Hoffberg, 729 Seventh Ave. 
Charles Herrlitz, 25 Spruce St J. H. Whitney, 350 East 72d. 
Embassy Picts., 729 Seventh Ave, Kinematrade, 723 Seventh Ave 
European Film, 154 West 55th. Madison Picts., 111 West 57th. 
Filmchoice, 33 West 42d. Modern Film, 729 Seventh Ave. 
Foreign American, 111 West 57th. New Era, 680 Ninth Ave. 
Foremco, 1560 Broadway. Portale Films, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Garrison Films, 729 Seventh Ave. Protex Trading, 42 E. 58th. 
General Foreign Sales, 729 7th Ave. Quality whee 630 Ninth Ave. 
Germania, 22-33 19th St., Astoria. Worldkino, 1501 Broadway. 


George S ‘hneider, 576 Riverside Dr. Z . 
ante Mileg 630 Ninth Ava, byszko Film, 274 Madison Ave. 
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55th, 
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NEWSPAPER VIA RADIO 





Radio Producers Submit NRA Code, 
But Biggest Firms Holding Aloof 


Some of the boys in the business of 
producing commercial programs on 
their own have formulated a code 
which they have submitted to Sol 
Rosenblatt, deputy NRA administra- 
tor, for incorporation in the broad- 
casting industry’s constitution now 
on file in Washington. Document 
prepared by the indie program build- 
ers calling themselves the Broadcast 
Producers’ Group sets up minimum 
salary scales for performers and 
production technicians. 

Unrepresented in this group are 
the three top firms concerned with 
the making of recorded programs, 
Sound Studios, Inc., a subsid of the 
World Broadcasting System; Byers’ 
Studios, Inc., connected with Scott 
Howe Bowen, and Columbia Phono- 
graph Co. Also missing from the 
BPG list is the McKnight-Jordan 
combine which does most of the 
producing of the Cecil, Warwick & 
Cecil agency’s network shows and 
rated as the most active indie firm 
of them all. 

Pointed out by the BPG as the 
highpoint of its proposed pact is a 
provision stipulating that all audi- 
tions be paid for, whether they are 
put on for the advertisers themselves 
or for the latters’ official or unoffi- 
cial reps. This arrangement, if 
adopted, believes the indie producer 
coterie will eliminate advantages 
the networks now have over them. 

Minimum Wages 

Wage scales in the indie produc- 
ers’ code are different for live pro- 
grams and the recorded variety. 
Under the ‘live program’ heading 
there is nothing said about network 
broa“casts. It’s all strictly accord- 
ing to ‘class’ of station, with the 
Omission of the chain angle making 
it confusing as to what ‘class’ of 
station those involved are to pick 


enianes on page 54) 


BEN LINDSEY DOING 
HIS STUFF GRATIS 


Beverly Hills, Sept. 18. 

Spectacular cases which were 
handled by Judge Ben Lindsey in 
the Court of Domestic Relations at 
Denver will be dramatized on 
KMPC with Lindsey turning radio 
actor to enact himself. 

Dramatizations will be a weekly 
feature with remainder of cast 
chosen from professional players. 
Cases are being dramatized by For- 
est Barnes and Velva Darling. 

There is no kale in it for Lindsey, 
who is doing the radio stuff to help 
along his companionate marriage 
ideas. 











Voice That Gets ‘Dames 
Can Get Pepsodent Acct. 


Pepsodent is still looking for a 
romantic voice to spot into a sep- 
arate stanza for Junis facial cream. 
Among the warbling candidates so 
far have been Nick Lucas, James 
Melton and the Poet Prince (An- 
thony Frome). 

Dance combos that have been 
given a hearing include Casa Loma, 
Arnold Johnson and Xavier Cugat. 


Cutex and Harris to Chi 


Chicago, Sept. 18. 

Cutex moves from the Coast to 
@hicago for its ether outlet on Sept. 
29 when Phil Harris moves from the 
Cocoanut Grove out in Los Angeles 
to the College Inn of the Hotel Sher- 
man here. 

Harris orchestra continuing the 
Manicure program will deliver tunes 
on the commercial each Friday eve- 
wing. J. Walter Thompson agency 
handling the account. 











University of Cosmotology! 
Chicago, Sept. 18. 

Lee University of Cosmotology, 
which means a beauty parlor school, 
atarts over WBBM, for 13 weeks, 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 
9:30 a. m. 

Program is a musical show com- 
posed of studio talent. 


+ 








Interviewing a Big Man 





Radio interviewers do not 
find Primo Carnera an easy 
subject to quiz. It’s necessary 
to rig up a special mike for 
the heavyweight champion, due 
to his height, and then it's dif- 
ficult to get more than mono- 
syllabic replics from him in 
English. 

He speaks freely in Italian. 











EAT-SEE FOR PRESS 


Aylesworth Conducts Tour 
New Plant 


M. H. Aylesworth was host Mon- 
day noon to the radio press. After 
feeding the boys a tour of the new 
NBC headquarters in Radio City 
followed. 

Facts and figures announced con- 
cerning the new _ set-up include 
these: 400,000 square feet of space, 
35 broadcasting studios ultimately, 
16 of them ready to operate Nov. 15 
when NBC moves in, 11 others in- 
cluding five audition halls to fol- 
low, remaining eight studios on 
sixthand sevenih floors to be un- 
finished and held back for future 
developments and use. 

Accommodations for larger audi- 
ences than ever before have been 
made at Radio City. 


OWEN YOUNG COUSIN 
WALKS OUT ON NBC 


First walkout of an NBC exec- 
utive since Richard C., Patterson’s 
entry in November, 1932, as top v.p. 
and chief of operations, occurred 
last week. John Elwood was the 


exec that did the exiting, follow- 
ing a blowup with Patterson over 
an assignment that the latter had 
handed him. Also Involved was a 
matter of political policy that EIl- 
wood refused to recognize. El- 
wood’s resignation as v.p. in charge 
of political, educational, religious 
and international broadcasts was 
accepted last Friday (15) at a 
meeting of the RCA board of di- 
rectors, 

Elwood, who is a cousin of Owen 
D. Young, chairman of the General 
Electric board, has been connected 
with the network since almost its 
inception in 1925. First indication 
of a rift between himself and Pat- 
terson followed a report that R. C. 
Dolph, head of the radio division 
in the NRA propaganda setup, had 
experienced some difficulty in mak- 
ing an appointment with Elwood 
while Dolph was on a visit estab- 
lishing metwork contracts about 
eight weeks ago. It later devel- 
oped, however, that some one in 
Elwood’s office had misunderstood 
Dolph’s status and r.ission and that 
accounted for his being told that 
an appointment couldn't be made 
for him within less than a week. 











Gen. Mills 1st Sponsor 


General Mills is the first account 
brought in by CBS's sales depart- 
ment to help support the network’s 
news collecting service now in proc- 
ess of organization. Web starts 
broadcasting five-minute news bul- 
letins twice daily for the milling 
outfit Sept. 25. Makes the first in- 
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PUBLISHERS ARE 
OKEPTIGAL, BUT 


Sundry Experiments for 
Photo-Electric Transmis- 
sion of Printed Matter— 
Already Successfully in 
Practical Use on Smaller 
Scale for Five Years 








'O.K. AT $25 FOR HOUR? 


Newspaper publishers are a little 
skeptical but at the same time a 
little worried by stories coming to 
them regarding a $25 facsimile at- 
tachment for radios which would 
permit the photo-electric transmis- 
sion of a complete printed newspa- 
per originating from a central point 
and going to all radio sets through- 
out the country. Publishers say 
‘"taint so, tell us more about it!’ in 
the same breath. 

Networks aren't discussing the is- 
sue although it’s understood Engi- 
neer Wal Brown at NBC has three 
men working on the facsimile. In 
further support of the authenticity of 
the facsimile as a practical and not 
just a theoretical threat is the suc- 
cessful daily use of RCA Photo- 
grams. Facsimile uses the same 
principles. It is also pointed out 
that the so-called Fultongraph of 
England was actually used by the 
British Broadcasting System and 
was rated a success although the 
public over there apparently didn’t 
eare for anything so radical as a 
substitute for their customary mar- 
malade literature. 

Dealers in supposition have been 
steaming up the publishers on the 
menace of the facsimile but others 
who have heard the reports and the 
scientific proof in support feel that 
the networks want to be chummy 
with the daily press. Scattered bits 
of information about the facsimile 
have been picked up for over a 


year but official comment is most 
guarded. 
How in Use 
RCA Photograms are used to 


transmit weather maps to ships at 
sea; to bring Paris women’s styies 
or London style trends for inen 
across the sea in a hurry; to make 
home office bookkeeping reports, or 
to send important legal documents, 
ete. This subsidiary of the giant 
RCA Communications system has 
been a reality for about five years. 

It is believed that if the fac- 
simile was actually adopted the net- 
works would hesitate, except as a 
last measure, to attempt anything 
so ambitious and revolutionary as 
broadcasting a printed newspaper. 
A more likely use of the device 
would be to give set-owners an ad- 
vance printed sheet of radio pro- 
grams. This is on the supposition 
that a press-radio war would elimi- 
nate all program listings from the 
dailies. It is generally agreed that 
a radio set must have a printed 
program listing service wherever or 
however obtained, in order for the 
owner to get real enjoyment from 
his radio. 

Tacsimile attachment, if economi- 
calenough; and it seems to be from 
the best engineering advices avail- 
would easily become an im- 
publicity abetment for ad- 
build-ups of pending pro- 
grams. In other words, a printed 
ballyhoo of any given program re- 
ceived on an apparatus adjacent to 
the radio itself would immensely in- 


vance 


crease radio circulation control by 
making it possible to focus general 
attention upon | 
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Patterson on » Tow 


‘ 


General Mills are spotted for 12 0 | Col. Richard Patterson, executive | 
and 4:30 p.m., EST, with the sched-|v.p. of the National Broadcasting | 
ule taking in every day of the week | Company, left Monday (18) night} 
but Sunday and 23 stations in the |for a tour of NBC offices through | 
east and mideast the middle west. 
Organization plan now being He also may go to the Coast and | 
worked out by CBS will have a probably will make stopovers at} 
l news collecting contact in every key Pittsbu-gh, Chicago, Cleveland and 
icity of the country. 4 Denver. r 


NBC Boosts Rates, 





Apex 


Searching for an expressive 
simile to convey complete dis- 
comfiture Bert Lytell coined 
this epigram: 

‘As embarrassing as a miss- 
ing page in a radio script at an 
audition.’ 











EVERY INCH A RADIO QUEEN 


Palsy-Walsy Stuff at 
Square Show 





No Madison 





Networks are being required to 
submit signed affidavits that girl 
candidates submitted by them for 
the title of Radio Queen at the Mad- 
ison Square Garden Radio show are 
bona fide radio performers of at 
least three months’ radio experi- 
ence. Promoters are determined to 
keep out any palsy-walsy stuff in- 
volving the choice of some beau- 
teous girl friend not actually 4 ra- 
dio entertainer. There have been 
ringers in the past. 

Possibly the recent instance of 
bad publicity and plenty of it that 
Atlantic City’s beauty contest got 
when favoritism was exposed has 
something to do with the cautious 
trend of the promoters. In addition 
to the sworn statement, a New York 
‘Times’ radio listing must accom- 
pany the entry blank of each can- 
didate. 


WHITEMAN MAY JOIN 
JOLSON IN WB FILM 


Paul Whiteman’s inclusion in 
Warners ‘Wonder Bar’ is a possi- 
bility if prior contracts can be 
adjusted. Al Jolson is anxious to 
extend the Kraft radio program con- 
nection into his Warner picture. 
Mervyn LeRoy, who will direct, was 
in town last week trying to get 
things settled but meanwhile White- 
man is booked for three months 
starting Oct. 6 at the Paradise 
restaurant on Broadway. 

Proposed deal, if other obstacles 
could be circumvented, would mean 
that the Kraft program would be 
broadcast from the Coast, with the 
studio bearing the added line 
charges, etc., assessed against White- 
man. Under the Kraft radio set-up 
Jolson is at Jiberty to step out, but 
Whiteman’s contract is continuous. 


Labor Reps Numerous 
At Radio Code Hearing 


Whether the phonograph record 
industry will be represented at the 
hearing on radio code in Washing- 
ton tomorrow (18) was _ undeter- 
mined Monday. Aware of the fact 
that the American Federation of 
Musicians were demanding the in- 
sertion of a clause in the code put- 
ting a strict ban on the broadcast- 
ing of phonograph disks, the me- 
chanical men were yesterday in- 
clined to the judgment that it 
would be best to leave the battling 
on this score entirely to the union. 
3elief here that an argument ad- 
vanced by labor would have greater 
effect than one coming from an- 














, the 


other industry. 

3esides the musicians’ union or- 
ganized labor will be represented at 
the hearing by Actors Equity end 
International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, the last there 
in behalf of the studio and trans- 
mitter technicians. Frank Gilimore, 
who will do the talking for Equity, 
said yesterday that the association 
had not as yet drafted its sugges- 
tions for the radio code. ‘This, he 


added, would be done in Washing- 
ton tomorrow following a meeting! 
with the other labor unions con- 
cerned. 


Asserting 2007, 


More Family Listeners Over 1927; 
Boom Near for Broadcasting? 


+ 


NBC has started jacking up its 
time rates. Affected by the first 
move in this direction in almost a 
year and a half are WEEI, Boston; 
WFAA-WBAP, Dallas-Fort Worth; 
WSB, Atlanta; WSM, Nashville, 
and WJR, Detroit. Boston and De- 
troit station boosts went 
mediate effect last week, while the 
three southern outlets will start 
calling for additional coin Oct. 1. 


Network preceded the increase 
announcement with a brochure ad- 
dressed to ad agencies and com- 
mercials purporting to show that 
the cost of the unit listener to 
clients is now 50% lower than it 
was in 1927. Power used by its af- 
filiated stations within that time, 
the chain pointed out through the 
brochure, has better than doubled; 


into im- 


made available by an NBC hookup 
had jumped over 200%. The circu- 
lar averred that advertisers were 
buying this listening attention at 
the rate of 


Sending out of the brochure just 
in advance of the rate boost news 
was explained by the web as just 
one of the coincidences. Involved 
was no intention to justify or te 
take the sharp edge of what some 
ad agency men describe as the pre- 
lude to a general upping of the net- 
work’s time prices now that its 
choice time is pretty well taken up 
and prosperity has returned to 
broadcasting. 

New Tariffs 

Rate for WEEI by the hour has 
been moved up from $250 to $409. 
New listing will bring the Boston 
outlet $250 for 30 minutes and $156 


(Continued on page 54) 





CBS’ Penny-Squeezing 
Reason for Mills Bros.’ 
Artists Bureau Walk 


Mills Bros. will call it quits with 
the CBS Artists Bureau when the 
act’s contract expires, Oct. 9. Tom 


Rockwell, the quartet’s manager, 
has decided to make the break as 
the result of a series of business 
difficulties he has had with Julius 
Seebach, CBS exec in charge of 
bookings and programs. Rockwell's 
long existent burnup was brought 
to a head recently when Seebach 
refused to pay the foursome for a 
sustaining broadcast they had 
been on. 

For the amount of commissions 
the Mills Bros. have brought the 
network Rockwell feels that his act 
has been deserving of ‘better treat- 
ment from CBS. Aside from the 
Seebach attitude on the matter of 
sustaining payments, the thing tha* 
tockwell says has particularly riled 
him has been the almost complete 
negligence the network has ac- 
corded the boys in the way of pub- 
licity. 

Rockwell himself has been re- 
sponsible for practically 100% of the 
Mills Bros. bookings CBS has got- 
ten commish on for two years, with 
the exception of the period that 
the act was out of the running 
because of John Mills’ illness. CBS 





got theirs on all engagements, 
whether radio or personal appear- 
ance. CBS’ end here last year 
amounted to around $20,000, while 
out of the entire two years the 
network paid the act eight weeks 
sustaining money. 

Seebach based his recent refusal 


to pay for the sustaining broadcast 
on the fact that the program waa 





j have been 


‘ as 80 


given while the boys were playing 
a theatre date (the Metropolitan, 
Brooklyn), with the CBS major 
domo contending that this should 


written off by the 
much self-advertising. 


boys 


while the number of family sets’ 


80c. per thousand audi-. 
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Stations with less than 1,000 
watts and located for the most part 
in small towns or limited areas 


within big cities feel that the NAB 
trade practices seeking to ban con- 
tingency deals is a solar plexus 
blow at the independent stations of 
the country. If adopted little sta- 
tions feel the rule will push them 
from their present precarious pros- 
into red 


perity over the frontier 
ink. 
Small stations have obtained a 


substantial part of their revenues 
from contracts with advertisers 
whereby the payment is based on 
the number of inquiries or sales di- 
rectly forthccming ‘rom the station. 
Hard-boiled attitude of advertisers 
that the one-lungers must show re- 
sults before getting paid practically 
keeps some stations from getting 
any other kind of business, and if 
this is shut off as an unfair trade 
practice they are asking how long 
can they survive. 
How to Stretch 15 Mins. 

What the networks and larger 
stations probably object to is the 
fact that when a good account spots 
a 15-minute show on a cost-per-in- 
quiry basis the small stations have 
often given the advertiser upwards 
to an hour on the reasoning that 
the longer the advertiser is on the 
air and the harder the sales slant 
is hammered the more inquiries will 
result. In other words, to make 
good with an advertiser the small 
stations are accused of throwing in 
everything but the lease. 

Premiums are also on the pan in 
the proposed NRA _ broadcasting 
code and that also affects the 

aller stations because of the 

maber of advertisers who resort 
to giveaways of one sort or another. 

High cost of lawyers and the 
transportation expense to Wash- 
ington are barriers that inevitably 
keep the small stations from effec- 
tive group action against the rules 
which concern them so intimately, 
but are largely written and im- 
posed by their not very fraternal 
big brothers of radio. While ru- 
mors have been heard, there is no 
definite information that any steps 
towards organization have been 
made by the indies. 


TERMS KEEPING KICK 
FROM REGIONAL WEB 


Lincoln, Neb., Sept. 18. 

With Union Holding company’s 
embracing of KOIL in Council 
Bluffs, Ia., in addition to the two 
stands KFAB and KFOR here, 
there have been many rumors of a 
midwestern network. 

Organization of the trio of ether 
links is still in the rough, but Al 
Poska, former staff announcer for 
KFAB, has been assigned the job 
of program director for both local 
stands with possible chance that 
the KOIL will come under his su- 
pervision soon. All announcers are 
being shifted about, Dee Dirks, the 
general manager of the _ station 
group, has one day in town a week 
and spends the rest of the time 
scouting further territory. 

Deal for KICK, the Iowa siation 
rumored belonging to the chain, is 
out, according to Dirks, since a sat- 
isfactory arrangement could not be 
made. 


WIMJ Act Sponsored 


Chicago, Sept. 18. 

Russ and Bell, who have been do- 
ing sustaining work over WTMJ 
(Milwaukee) take on Sleepy Water 
as their new sponsor. 

Account placed through the 
United States Ady. companies and 
will ride three times weekly for a 
a anweek stretch. Sleepy Water now 
using spot programs on WBBM lo- 
cally and WMT, Waterloo (Iowa), 
besides several other minor outlets 
in the midwest. 

















JUDY-JANE SHOW BACK 


Chicago, Sept. 18. 


Return of the Judy and Jane 
show on NBC occurs this week. 
Backed by the Folger-campany, the 
show starts on a 10-station mid- 


west web going on every afternoon 
except Saturday and Sunday. 
Series cast includes Irene Wicker, 
Marges Evans, Walter Wicker and 
Freddy Van Ammon. Blackett-Sam- 
ple-Hummert agency. 





Small Wattage Stations Have Own 
Reasons for Not Liking NAB Code 





RATES UPPING AGAIN 


WBBM Plans Local Tariff 
Boost Following CBS Raise 





Chi 





Chicago, Sept. 18. 

Following the Columbia System's 
increase in rates WBBM, the local 
CBS outlet, will come through with 
its own tariff boost about Oct. 1. 
Increase for WBBM local time ex- 
pected to be approximately 20% 
above present scale. 

CBS hopped its rates on Sept. 15 
in Chicago and other metropolitan 
areas. It denotes the continued 
climb of ether advertising and the 
resultant scramble for time. 


ABS JUST 1 OF 
§ REGIONAL 
NETWORKS 


Continued reference to the new 
Amalgamated Broadcasting System 
as the third network is regarded by 
station men as a misnomer. It 
implies that the Ed Wynn group is 
the only bunching ot stations out- 
side NBC and CBS or that Amalga- 
mated is in competition with the 
two big nation-wide webs. Sta- 
tions interpret matters differentiy 
classifying ABS as just another re- 
gional network. Of course, should 
it grow and spread then styling it 
the third network would be more 
appropriate. 

There are now some eight prin- 
cipal regional networks around the 
country representing 46 stations. 
They are: 

Southwest (9) KF DM, Beaumont; 
KTRH, Houston; KOMA, Oklahoma 
City; KTSA, San Antonio; KTAT, 
Fort Worth; WACO, Waco; KGKO, 
Wichita; KNOW, Austin; WRR, 
Dallas. 

Yankee (9) WNAC, WAAB, Bos- 
ton; WEAN, WPRO, Providence; 
WORC, Worcester; “VMAS, Spring- 
field; WDRC, Hartford; WLDZ, 
Bangor; WFEA, Manchester. 

Michigan (7) WXYZ, Detroit; 
WELL, Battle Creek; WIBM, Jack- 
son; WKZO, Kalamazoo; WFDF, 
Flint; Woon, Grand Rapids; 
WEBCM, Bay City. 

Mason-Dixon (5) WILM, Wil- 
mington; WORK, York; \WGAL, 
Lancaster; WDEL, Wilmington; 
WALZ, Hazelton. 

Wisconsin (4) WRJN, Racine; 
WIRA, Madison; WIBU, Poynette; 
WOMT, Manitowoc. 

‘Centre of Population’ (3) WSM, 
Nashville; WHAS, Louisville; 
WCKY, Covington, 

Iowa (3) KSO, Des Moines; 
KWCR, Cedar Rapids; WIAS, Ot- 
tumwa. 

Amalgamated (6) WBNX, New 
York; WTNJ, Trenton; WPEN, 
Philadelphia; WDEL, Wilmington; 
WCBM, Baltimore; WOL, Wash- 
ington. 


New Location, Staff and 
NBC Tieup Starts WSOC 


Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 18. 

With radio station WSOC being 
moved from Gastonia to Charlotte, 
Earl Gluck, new manager, is rapidly 
organizing his staff for the expanded 
station. 

In addition to manager, Mr. Gluck 
is now president of the station. W. 
C. Irwin has been made commercial 
manager. Ronald Jenkins is pro- 
gram director. R. L. Morris is en- 
gineer, and will also serve as sec- 
retary-treasurer. 

All plans have been approved by 
the Federal Radio Commission and 
the station will go on the air here 
late in September. It will be lo- 
cated on top of the Mecklenburg 
Hotel. To begin with, broadcasts 
will be from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m., and 
from 5-11 p.m. 

Station has a power of 1210 K. 
100 W., and will offer NBC pro- 
grams, having signed contracts for 
chain broadcasts with that broad- 
casting company. 

At the present time, new studios 
are being constructed at the Meck- 
enburg and the transmitting equip- 
ment is being overhauled and set 
up. 














| Ran for Safety 





Birmingham, Sept. 18. 
George D. Hay, manager of 
WSM, tells the following story 
'} about Chuck and Ray, singers 
on the station. They were driv- 
ing home late at night and 
found themselves in a traffic 
jam, the cause of which. was 
an old cow in the middle of 
the street and somewhat stub- 
born. 
Chuck and Ray started to 
sing. The cow moved out of 
the way. 











When Autumn Networks 
Start Adjusting Local 
Shows Needs Acrobat 


Chicago, Sept. 18. 
Juggling season has started with 
the local stations now that the net- 
works are coming around with de- 


mands for evening time. Example 
of how the network business can 
force stations to push their local ac- 
counts around is seen in the shift- 
ing being done by Kelly Smith at 
WBBM in order to meet the new 
Columbia programs. 

Return of Myrt and Marge for 
Wrigley’s on Sept. 25 will push the 
Guy Lombardo sustaining program 
out of the spot and slap the music 
back a half hour. Hamlin Wizard 
Oil, with Pat Flanagan's Wizard Oil, 
luckily goes to fit into an early six 
o'clock program due to_the return 
of standard time, thus clearing the 
seven o'clock niche for the new 
Barbasol program. 

Corn Products makes 
Oct. 1 for the season on CBS and 
splits the United Remedies hour 
session into several pieces, the vari- 
ous sections of the patent medicine 
temporarily dividing to take spot 
ahead and behind the Corn Products 
program. United Remedies now fig- 
uring on an earlier spot for a full 
60-minute show with a name band 
out of Chicago and doing away with 
its present disc entertainment. 

Nobody yet has an answer to the 
confliction program on the present 
Krushen Salts time when Cocomalt 
crashes into space over CBS on 
Oct. 2. 

It’s a general mix-up on certain 
hours in constant demand, while 
there are other hours still available 
for accounts. 





its entry 





Same Show—4 Stations 


Los Angeles, Sept. 18. 

McMillan Petroleum is going four 
ways with its Sunday night sym- 
phony concert from a 36-piece or- 
chestra, directed by Chauncey 
Haines. 
Now on KMPC, Beverly Hills, 
program will rebroadcast by KFWB, 
Hollywood; KFOX, Long _ Beach, 
and KREG, Santa Ana, 


Ethical Discount, Station Ease 
Combined in Run-of-Schedule Rate 








WHAS, Louisville, Show 
Goes on 4-Station Web 


Louisville, Sept. 18. 


Edward Petry company has 
added WSB, Atlanta, to its pres- 
ent trio of outlets in this vicinity, 
listed as the Center of Population 
group for a series of programs for 
Ballard & Ballard, flour company 
of Louisville. Placed through the 
N. W. Ayer & Son agency out of 
New York, the program will ride on 
WHAS, Louisville; WGKY, Cincin- 


nati; WSM, Nashville, and WSB, 
Atlanta, .<‘arting next Thursday 
(21). 


Program will run for 15 minutes 
weekly, coming out of Louisville, 
with amusement being turned out 
by a band. 


LESS EDITING 
PEPS 60 SEC 
PLUGS 





Minute announcement has staged 
a strong comeback this season. 
Judging from the business cleared 
through the major station reps the 
past two months this class of air 
advertising will for the 1933-34 sea- 
son be 100% better than prevailed 
for the previous year. 

Even the NBC owned and oper- 
ated outlets whose spot broadcast- 
ing is booked through the network’s 
home office is taking on more and 
more of this type of business. Pre- 
viously the web frowned on the idea 
of booking these 50 and 100 word 
sides of. straight plug palaver on 
the ground that the only way they 
couid be plotted was by clipping 
time off a network sustaining pro- 
gram, and that this behavior was 
doing the wrong thing by the sus- 
taining program and giving the 
spot announcement buyer 14 min- 
utes of entertainment for the price 
of one minute of the station’s time. 

Censored Too Much 

While things were going well 
with the more important stations in 
1932 they became more choosey 
about this class of business and the 
contents of the copy it submitted 
with the result that the spot an- 
nouncement customers became dis- 
couraged and one after the other 
dropped out of the broadcast pic- 
ture. When the takings from pro- 


(Continued on page 35) 








Control System Outside ASCAP to 
Halt Station's Use of Phono Discs 





Recording artists who dislike be- 
ing promiscuously etherized by 
small-town radio stations believe 
they have found a way to beat that. 
Irving Mills is father of the idea. 
His Exclusive Publications, Inc., 
which will publish songs by non- 
affiliated writers of the ASCAP, is 
a first result. 

Law has favored the stations in 
playing phonograph records, de- 
spite the many formal warnings to 
the contrary. Brunswick, Victor 
and Columbia have even added 
label connotations that these disks 
are ‘not licensed for broadcasting,’ 
but the National Association of 
Broadcasters long since advised its 
members to forget about that. 


NAB’s theory, and apparently 
within legal rights, is that the com- 
positions are licensed for public 


performance, hence there can be no 
copyright protection for the record 
company. The disk manufacturer 
long since became reconciled to the 
validity of the small station's ar- 
gsument that the 75c purchase of 
the disk entitles it to use it as it 


will, The record companies then 
enlisted the copyright owners of 
the songs for restrictions but 


learned that the ASCAP licensing 
of popular music for public per- 





formance for profit nullified any 





chances for redress along those 
lines, 
No Revenue 

This has left the artist holding 
the w.k. bag. The artist feels he 
has been the principal sufferer, as 
many a jerkwater station, despite 
Federal Radio Commission re- 
strictions and provisions to the 
contrary, has etherized ‘a program 
of dance music by Paul Whiteman,’ 
With little or no connotation that 
this was a_ recorded program. 
Sometimes they call it ‘by electrical 
transcription,’ which further con- 
fuses the public into believing that 
Maestro Whiteman is giving out in 
person. 

Mae West recently made a couple 
of records for Brunswick and be- 
came plenty peeved through dis- 
covery that she has been widely 
etherized by the broadcasters. 
Brunswick is in sympathy with her 
but since the numbers she used 
were. licensed by ASCAP she and 
the company could do nothing 
about it. Next time the Diamond 
Lil gal records, she will use 100% 
restricted songs and in that wise 
be in position of legally enjoining 
all broadcasting stations. 

Several of the name dance bands 
are refusing to cut records any 
more for that reason, fearing com- 
petition to their air-commercial 
sponsors. 


. 2 


Run-of-schedule classification for 
spot broadcasting is reported as the 
biggest new development in that 
field. It’s an application to radio 
of the run-of-paper rate in news- 
papers, although the comparison is 
imperfect. Arthur B. Church, of 
KMBC, Kansas City, is the parent 
of the new method of giving a 
legitimate discount on card rates 


in return for the right to use the 
discs in any unsold time, variable 
at the discretion of the station ig 
full-rate or network commitments 
make a change necessary, 

Of enormous’ convenience to 
heavily booked stations and attrac. 
tive to many advertisers because of 
the saving in costs the run-of- 
schedule thing is believed certain 
to be widely adopted. 


Gen Mills Interested 


General Mills, of Minneapolis, has 
approached stations on a run-of- 
schedule basis and asking for their 
‘very best rate.’ Blackett-Semple- 
Hummart agency ordinarily han- 
dles this account, but, according to 
the letters sent out by J. C. White- 
ley, of General Mills advertising 
department, the disc programs are 
to be placed direct with stations 
and with General Mills to take care 
of the agency separately. Vincent 
Lopez, Arthur Tracy, and Eddie 
Dunsteter are the talent in the 
contemplated General Milis series 
of 90 five-minute waxed programs 
on behalf of Bisquick. 

KMBC allows 25% discount from 
ecard rates on the run-of-schedule 
angle. 


WGN, INDIE ON NOV. 1, 
WILL BE ON 2 WEBS 


Chicago, Sept. 18. 

‘Painted Dreams,’ sketch on the 
‘Tribune’ WGN station, goes net- 
work over the Columbia system on 
Oct. 10 for the Battle Creek Food 
Products company. Will run on a 
26-week schedule on CBS at four 
times weekly, hitting the air at 1:45 
daily. 

While it will be on the network 
four times a week sketch will ride on 
WGN for the same sponsor five 
times weekly at 10:45 a.m. Battle 
Creek products, placed through the 
local Erwin-Wassey agency, has 
been using the local show for some 
time on WGN. 

Sketch itself has had a hectic his- 
tory, having been on WGN for about 
three years with three different 
sponsors. Originally written by 
Irna Phillips it was the basis of a 
suit action against WGN by Miss 
Phillips. Miss Phillips later went 
over to NBC and produced the show 
called ‘Today’s Children,’ which is 
now running. ‘Painted Dreams’ on 
WGN now being written by Kay 
Chase, 

With the CBS network splitting 
with WGN on Nov. 1, it will mean 
that the station will continue to 
serve the network despite the break. 
WGN is doing the same with NBC 
at present. Result will be the un- 
usual situation of an unaffiliated 
station serving both networks. CBS 
with ‘Painted Dreams’ and NBC 
with ‘Little Orphan Annie,’ ‘Singing 
Lady’ and ‘Clara, Lu and En,’ all 
four coming out of WGN. 


Better Biz Bureau Uses 
~ Radio to Warn Buyers 


Better Business Bureau of Los 
Angeles is an extensive user of the 
ether in reaching housewives with 
against all 











constant campaigns 
kinds of business rackets and 
phonies. Ciaims a bigger audience, 


in consequence, than any similar 
organization in the country. 
BBB currently broadcasts five 
times a week on régular schedule 
with 15 min. programs over KFWB, 
KHJ, KECA, KFI and KNX, Stress 


at present is on judging and 
watching foods, and on NRA co- 
operation. 





Borax Extends 
Borax goes into its fourth year on 
NBC's blue (WJZ) link Oct. 5 with 
a boost from 12 to 17 stations. 
Renewal effective on that date is 





for 52 weeks. 
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COAST'S AIR BULL MARKET 





Chi NBC Assigning 
WMAQ, KYW to Red, 
Blue on WENR-WLS 


Chicago, Sept. 18. 

Chicago office of NBC is finally 
spotting their two local outlets, 
WMAQ and WENR-WLS, on either 
one of the two NBC networks. In 
the past, neither network was as- 
signed to any one particular outlet 
here, the first one arriving being 
the first one served. Under the new 
arrangement WMAQ flatly becomes 
the Red network outlet and WENR- 
WLS for the Blue time. KYW here 
will alternate on the Blue. 

In this way the Chicago NBC 
setup coincides with the New York 
arrangement whereby WEAF a!- 
ways takes the Red programs and 
WJZ the Blue. 


Coast Etherers Give 


Free Talent for Fair 


Los Angeles, Sept. 18. 
Local air advertisers are supply- 
ing free radio talent at the 10-day 





Los Angeles County Fair at 
Pomona. 
Talent is broadcasting regular 


programs from the fair grounds, 35 
miles from here, with advertisers 
willingly paying for the added cost 
for the additional plugs before the 
see and hear fair crowds. 

Both KNX and KFI have lines 
from Pomona here for the various 
programs that have been trans- 
ferred for the time being to the fair 
grounds. 


NBC Wants CBS Comics 


NBC is making overtures’ to 
Stoopnagle and Budd with the 
comics loath to do any talking until 
they see what happens to their au- 
dition for Camel and another com- 
mercial proposition, also agented by 
CBS, now on the fire. 

Team’s contract with the CBS 
Artists Bure.u expires Dec. 1. NBC 
made the approach after one of its 
old line clients expressed an interest 
in the pair. 

Stoopnagle and Budd have been 
affiliated with CBS since making 
the bigtime from a Buffalo station 
four years ago. 


Hotel’s Own Producer 


San Francisco, Sept. 18. 

Walter Bunker, Jr., is on the pay- 
roll of the Hotel Mark Hopkins to 
produce and announce all radio 
programs emanating from that Nob 
Hill hostelry. 

He’ll spiel for Anson Weeks’ 
nightly dansapation on NBC's net- 
work. 

Was formerly KFRC chief an- 
nouncer, leaving that post for a six 
months’ tour of Europe, from which 
he recently returned. 


TOM MOORE ON AIR 
Beverly Hills, Sept. 18. 
Members of the Beverly Hills 
Community Players are going on 


KMPC for weekly one-act plays 
under the handle of Diane Lee 
Players. 

Cast of the first one has Tom 
Moore, former screen star; Mon- 
tague Shaw, Dale Nash and Hanley 
Stafford. 


WAXING FILM CELEBS 


San Francisco, Sept. 18. 

Such names as Warrén William, 
Leo Carrillo, Peggy Joyce, Estelle 
Taylor, May Robson, Trixie Fri- 
ganza, and Benny Rubin heard on 
Shell Oil’s Show on 14 stations of 
the Don Lee chain, will get extra 
etherizing on 11 other western 
broadcasters as the sponsor puts 
out discs of past and forthcoming 
shows to stations in the tall timber. 

Transcriptions are taken from 
the actual broadcast by MacGregor 
& Sollie labs here, through J. 
Walter Thompson agency and FE. H. 
Sanderson, Shell ad chief. 

Records go to two stations in 
Vancouver, CRCV and CKWX; 
KGU, Honolulu; and. others in 
Idaho, Montana, Washington, Ari- 
zona and California. 





2 GAMES, 2 STATIONS 


Walgreen Teies Chi WBBM, WGN 
for Two Wkly Football Tiffs 
Chicago, Sept. 18. 

Figuring that they've been losing 
half of the potential audience by 
broadcasting only one football game 
each week the Walgreen crugstores 
will this year make an attempt to 
corral all available football listen- 
ers by using two stations simulta- 
neously and broadcasting two of the 
most important midwest football 
wrangles. Will use WBBM, the lo- 
cal CBS headquarters outlet and 
WGN the ‘Tribune’ station. Pat 
Flanagan will spiel the routine for 
WBBM while Quin Ryan _ will 
handle the mike over WGN. 

Games will start on Sept. 30 and 
ru. until Nov. 2. In general WGN 
will play up for the Northwestern 
games while WBBM will concen- 
trate on the Notre Dame game. 
Northwesterr.- Notre Dame tiff, 
however, will go over WGN. Eight 
games apiece is the program. 

Walgreen is paying a substantial 
increase of the broadcasts the tilt 
in station price figuring about 25% 
over last year. 


ADV. AGENCY MERGES 
RADIO HODGE PODGE 








Chicago, Sept. 18. 
J. Walter Thompson agency here 
is engaged in trying to unify the 


hectic ether spread of Dr. West’s 
toothpaste. Account is all over the 
south and midwest with a dozen 
different programs, sponsoring 


baseball games in some towns, mu- 
sical shows in others, elsewhere it’s 
talks, spot announcements, scripts 
or anything the studio has to offer. 
Account has just been recently 
acquired ty the Thompson agency, 
and the idea now is to centralize 
the ether advertising on one style of 
program so that the account may 
become identified in the public’s 
mind with a sense of unity. Net- 
work program being considered. 


ATMOSPHERIC BROCHURES 


Everything in Character Is Carlson 

Idea 

Chicago, Sept. 18. 
idea in the presentation of 
sales ideas to prospective clients 
has been worked out in the Chi 
NBC sales promotion department 
headed by Emmons C. Carlson. In- 
stead of a cold typewritten state- 
ment of the case, the promotion de- 
partment now uses a new approach 
by using a specially drawn up and 
planned sales plan for each pro- 
gram. Gotten up like a special ad- 
vertising brochure, in expensive 
paper, special art work. All carry 
special tooled leather covers and 
art paper chosen particularly for 
the program in mind. 

Everything shapes to fit in with 
the style of the program, rough 
leather, heavy paper for outdoor 
programs. Sleek style and fancy 
art work for femme and fashion 
programs. Entire plan of presen- 
tation of the program on the air 
and the merchandizing of the prod- 
uct in the individually published 
brochure to give the prospective 
client the spirit of the program. 


PHIL SPITALNY 2ND SHOW 

Phil Spitalny has the musical as- 
signment for the Sunday evening 
stanza that Blue Coal starts on 
NBC Oct. 1. Comedy portion of the 
30-minute affair will be filled by 
‘Senator’ Ed Ford, Harry Tighe and 
Con McCole. 

Lineup takes in 10 eastern sta- 
tions on NBC’s red (WEAF) link, 
with the contract stipulating a 
minimum of 13 weeks. 





New 








Blue Coal connection makes it 
two concurrent air shows for Spi- 
talny. Other is the Golden Rod 
Brewing account on CBS Friday 
nights. 

Vallee’s Only Ghost 

Cab Calloway’s inclusion in this 
Thursday (21) night’s Fleischmann 
show on NBC makes the first time 
that another dance unit has sup- 
plemented Rudy Vallee’s on the 
same show. 

Following two weeks for Loew 

returns to. the Cotton 


Calloway 
Club Oct. 1. 
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FASTERN BIL 
PUSHES Weal 


Stations in L.A. and Frisco, 
Heretofore Step - Children 
in National Accounts, Now 
Get Tumble from Shy 


Commercialers 


NAME SCOUTING 


Los Angeles, Sept. 18. 
Coast business is in a better spot 
teday than its been in the whole 
history of broadcasting. Upturn is 
due principally to the heavy in- 
crease in national accounts from 
firms which in the past gave this 
end of the country the go-by. 
While chains will get the larger 
share of the national business, 
much of it is slopping over to in- 
denendent key stations because of 
inability to get on the chain’s fa- 
vored hours, already filled up. 
NBC's coast chain has currently 
all its time between 5 p.m. and 


10:15 p.m. contracted or optioned. 
Such a situation never occurred 
before. 


Talent Up, Too 

Another healthy condition is the 
current advertisers’ willingness to 
pay higher prices for talent. It is 
estimated that double the dough 
will be paid for talent over the 
chains this coming year than for 
the 12 months previous 

For the first time a _ real howl 
over the dearth of talent is being 
raised, with both chains and the 
big indies going into competition 
for names from other fields, prin- 
cipally vaude and pictures. 

30th chains have scouts here for 
film names, but are changing their 
tactics from previous campaigns in 
this direction. Instead of trying to 
get top celebs, who have nothing 
to offer for the air but names alone, 
the recruiters are now scanning 
the supporting players. This on be- 
lief that while their names might 
not be so heavy they can do some- 
thing for the ether that will stand 
a build-up. 


Walker Case Not Ended 


CBS agreed before Justice Miller 
in the New York Supreme Court 
last week to allow Henry Walker an 
extension of time within which to 
file the records in his appeal from 
a verdict that dismissed a $150,000 
suit he had brought against the 
network. Walker, formerly on the 
CBS sales staff, charged that the 
web violated a contract that had 
three years to go when it let him 
out and set up a claim for com- 
missions on subsequent commercial 
business which he said he had origi- 
nally delivered. 

Following an unfavorable decision 
by Justice Frankenthaler in the 
same court, Walker was allowed the 
usual time for filing of an appeal. 
Move before Justice Miller was to 
obtain additional time to prepare 
the required papers. 


COCO-COLA FIGHTING BEER 


Coco-Cola is auditioning for a 
show prior to obligating itself for a 
weekly half-hour spot on NBC. 
Hearings being arranged by the net- 
work. 

Pop mixer passed up the airlanes 
last season, the first in four years. 
Understood the elixir feels an urgent 
need to hold its own against the in- 
roads of beer. 











hina Beer Renews 
San Francisco, Sept. 18. 

Acme beer has- renewed for an- 

other 13 weeks its NBC show, 
of the West,’ half an hour 
weekly show. 

Another renewal is that of Durkee 
mayonnaise for a once weekly sho' 
on the Al Pearce network matinee 

While Woman’s Magazine of the 
two new ones, Wheaties 
nd S.O.S., for a limited number of 


‘Stars 


once 


spots. 
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AUSTRALIA OPENS UP 


New Market See American Wax 
Programs 
Australia has become the out- 


foreign market for the 
brand of recorded radio 
programs. Even now with the An- 
tipodes market source still in its 
beginning stage there is almost as 
much American talent of recorded 
origin heard on the Australian air- 
lines as the British variety. 

Recorded shows are imported 
from this coumtry eithes on the 
basis of national or _ territorial 
rights with the Australian webs or 
individual stations free to dispose 
of them, in turn, to commercials at 
their own arrangements. What the 
Australian broadcasters bring in 
are the ‘stampers’ made from the 
original stenciled masters. These 
are sold them at a nominal fee so 
as to take care of the import duty 
which calls for around 100% of the 
purchase price, with the American 
recorder of the program depending 
for the heavy end on a separate 
deal for the lease rights. 


CBS LIKES TIMES SQ. 
STUDIO, MAY LEASE 


- 

There’s a deal on for Columbia to 
take over the Times Square studios 
atop the Amsterdam theatre from 
NBC when the latter web takes up 
its quarters in Radio City Nov. 1. 

To take care of demands from 
clients for theatre sized studios CBS 
had to go outside and engage such 
spots as Carnegie Hall. Before Old 
Gold made Carnegie Hall the orig- 
inating point for its Wednesday 
night show, Pontiac through ar- 
rangements carried out by Columbia 
used the smaller auditorium in the 
‘arnegie building for the Stoop- 
nagle and Budd broadcasts. 


Trumbull a Reporter 


standing 
American 








Chicago, Sept. 18. 

Steve Trumbull moves over from 
his post as publicity chief for Co- 
lumbia system in the midwest to 
handle the Chicago branch of the 
news gathering bureau being set up 
by CBS under Paul White. 

Likely no successor will be ap- 
pointed to fill Trumbull’s spot on 
the publicity end, with Ruth Betz, 
at present p.a. for WBBM the local 
CBS outlet, to double as publicity 
bureau for both WBBM and CBS. 
If the job grows too large for one 
person to handle a special p.a. for 
CBS interests will be moved into 
the spot. 


THEATRE MAN GOES RADIO 
Des Moines, Sept. 18. 

Hal R. Sheridan, who has been 
city manager for Publix and man- 
ager of the Des Moines theatre for 
three years, has resigned to become 
manager of KSO, the station oper- 
ated by the Register and Tribune 
here. He succeeds Wm. C. Gillespie. 

A. L. Triggs, former chief an- 
nouncer for KSO, has also been 
named station manager in charge 
of the R-T station WIAS, Ottumwa, 
Iowa. Triggs succeeds Phil. Hoff- 
man who becomes a member of the 
KSO personnel. 

Under the reorganization both 
KSO and WIAS will continue to 
operate under general direction of 
Jas. C. Hanrahan, executive vice- 
president of the lowa Broadcasting 
corr pany. 


Orange Drink Platters 
Chicago, Sept. 18. 

Crush hitting the midwest 
by way of radio discs. 3eing placed 
on some 26 stations by the local J. 
Walter Thompson agency. Indefinite 
number of platters, to be continued 
if clicking, killed if not returning at 
the sales end of the beverage. 


Orange 








Show is a dramatic program 


INBC Dominates After Dusk, but CBS 
Has Bis Daytime Edge on Rival 


While NBC has a wide margin on 
the night-time business tied up to 
date, the major portion of the day- 
time trade from advertisers has 


gone to Columbia. Reflected here is 
the marked difference in sales pol- 
icies between the networks. With 
NBC it’s a matter of concentrating 
on the night-time spans and getting 
rid of those before going after the 
day-time possibilities. CBS plays 
no favorite in selling "em down the 
day's schedule. 

CBS figures that the commercials 
will start coming to it anyway after 
the NBC night-time spaces have 
been all blocked off. Meantime the 
sales energies can be directed to 
advertisers who can't afford to go 
night time or who prefer to address 
their messages exclusively to the 
hausfrau as she pothers around at 
cleaning, sewing or meal preparing. 

About 40% of Columbia’s day- 
time business now on the air are 
down for five spots a week, while 
another 30% have obligated them- 
selves for at least three programs 
out of every seven days, Five-timers 
inc’de General Mills’ ‘Jack Arm- 
strong,’ ‘Sterling Products’ ‘Skippy,’ 
Wheatena’s ‘Ye Happy Minstrels,’ 
Hecker’s ‘H-Bar-O Ranch,’ Wasey 
Products’ ‘Voice of Experience,’ and 
the Gold Dust Corp.’s ‘Goldy and 
Dusty’. 

Home Products 

Other CBS day-time accounts take 
in American Home Products, down 
for an hour Sundays; Brillo, John- 
son Floor Wax, C. F. Mueller Co., 
Pillsbury Flour, Corn Products, Na- 
tional Oil Products, R. B. Davis, 
Louis Phillipe cosmetics, Wyeth 
Chemical (Jad Salts), Oxol, Acme 
White Lead, Doggie Dinner, Phillips 
Milk of Magnesia, Union Central 
Life Insurance, General Baking. 
From the entertainment angle, how- 
ever, there’s little noteworthy about 
this group as compared to levels of 
previous years, with the exception 
of Easy Aces, who go on for Jad 
Salts four matinees a week. Same 
observation applies to NBC. 

NBC thus far is without a single 
Saturday day-time commercial on 
either the blue (WJZ) or red 
(WEAF) loops. Situation for Co- 
lumbia here is hardly any better. 
As for the Sunday matinee schedule, 
CBS has the edge. NBC's major 
day-time spenders are Palmolive, 
General Mills, Continental Auto, 
Kellogg (Singing Lady) and Wan- 
der Co. (Gephee eset he 





Hal Totten Slated for 
Asst. to Strotz Oct. 15 


Chicago, Sept. 18. 
Hal Totten slated to become as- 
sociated with the program de part- 


ment of NBC about Oct. 15. Exact 
position not set but likely to be 
spotted as assistant to Sidney 


Strotz, head of the department. 
Totten moves. over from the 
sports end, having been handling 
baseball announcements for the past 
few years. If not assigned to the 
World’s Series, Totten is expected 
to be operating in the program de- 
partment by the end of the month. 


BENNY SPREAD EXTENDED 


New hookup that Chevrolet has 
arranged for Jack Benny when the 
comic resumes on NBC’s_ red 
(WEAF) link, Oct. 1, involves 59 
stations. It's 11 better than the 
auto firm used last season. 

Schedule igs a Sunday night spot 
from 10 to 10:30, EST, with the 
program again using Frank Black 
as the baton support and Mary 
Livingstone (Mrs. Benny) as part 
of the cross-fire contingent. 








Lennle Mavten Set 
Lennie Hayton has the batoning 
assignment on the Woodbury 
show with Bing Crosby, which 
starts over CBS Oct. 36. Hayton’'s 
123 weeks, the length 


Soap 


contract is for 


of time the program is due to origi- 
nate from the west coast 

Obligation te Crosby is for 26 
weeks without clauses 
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OUTSTANDING PROGRAMS ON THE 


NATIONAL 


(Taking in chain programs of coast-to-coast or regional hookups. 
Listing artist, chain and key station, time—EDST, out of New York— 
and days, if more than once weekiy, commercial and advertising agency 


on the account. 


The time difference according to geographica} location 


can be figured out for local reference accordingly.) 


(This and Next Week, Sept. 19 to Sept. 25) 


(All Time EDST) 


TUESDAY (SEPT. 19) 

Julia Sanderson and Frank Crumit, 
Parker Fennelly, Jack Shilkret 
orchestra, ‘Blackstone Plantation,’ 
8-8:30 p.m. WEAF-NBC (Black- 
stone Cigars) (Batten, Barton, Dur- 
stine & Osborne). 

Raymond Paige’s orchestra and 
soloists, California Melodies, from 
Don Lee chain on the west coast via 
WABC-CBS. 10-10:45 p.m. 

The Goldbergs, with Gertrude 
Berg, James Waters, 7:45-8 p.m., 
NBC-WEAF. Also Wed., Thurs. 
Fri. & Mon. (Pepsodent) (Lord & 
Thomas agency). 

Amos ’n’ Andy, 7-7.15 p.m., NBC- 
WJZ. Also Wed., Thurs., Fri. & 
Mon. Rebroadcast for the midwest 
and west 10 p.m., CDST (Pepso- 
dent). 

Clara, Lu ‘n’ Em, Louise S8tarky, 
Isabelle Carothers and Helen King, 
10:15-10:30 a.m., NBC-WJZ. Also 
Wed., Thurs., Fri. and Mon. (Palm- 
olive) (Lord & Thomas agency). 

Little Orphan Annie, 5:45-6 p.m. 
NBC-WJZ. Also Wed., Thurs., Fri 
& Mon. (Ovaltine) (Blackett-Sam- 
ple-Hummert). 

Ben Bernie orchestra, 9-9.30 p.m., 
NBC-WEAF (Blue Ribbon Malt) 
(Matteson-Fogarty-Jordan agency). 

Lowell Thomas, 6:45-7 p.m., NBC- 
WJZ. Also Wed., Thurs., Fri. & 
Mon. (Sun Oil Co.) (Roche, Wil- 
liams & Cunningham agency). 


_~= Household Musical Memories, Ed- 


gar A. Guest, Alice Mock, Josef 
Koestner orchestra, 10-10:30 p.m, 
NBC-WJZ. (Household Finance 
Corp.) (Charles Daniel Fry agency). 

‘Skippy,’ 5-5:15 p.m., CBS-WABC. 
Also Wed., Thurs., Fri, & Mon. 
(Phillips Dental Magnesia) (Black- 
ett-Sample-Hummert). 

Boake Carter, 7:46-8 p.m., CBS- 

“ABC. Also Wed., Thurs., Fri. & 

“Mon, (Philco). 

Eddie East and Ralph Dumke, John 
Hale, Don Voorhees’ orch., NBC- 
WEAF, 9:30-10 p.m, (Texaco) 
(Hanff-Metzger). 

Eno Crime Clues, with HXdward 
Reese, John MacBryde, 8-8:30 p.m., 
NBC-WJZ. Also Wed., same time. 
(Harold F. Ritchie & Co.) N. W. 
Ayer.) 


WEDNESDAY (SEPT. 20) 

Fannie Brice, George Olsen music 
(Chase & Sanborn Tea), WEAF- 
NBC, 8-8:30 p.m (J. Walter 
Thompson agency.) 

Potash and Perlmutter (Jos. 
Greenwald and Lou Welch), WJZ- 
NBC, 8:30-8:45 p.m... (Feenamint) 
(MeCann-Erickson). 

The Poet Prince, Eunice Howard, 
reading, NBC-WJZ, 11:15-11:30 p.m. 

Irvin 8. Cobb and Al Goodman’s 
orchestra, 9-9:15 p.m., CBS-WABC 
(Good Gulf). Also Fri., same time 
(Cecil, Warwick & Cecil). 

Guy Lombardo’s orchestra and 
Burns and Allen, 9:30-10 p.m., CBS- 
WABC, (White Owl cigar) (J. Wal- 
ter Thompson), 

Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians 
and Milton Berle, Harry Richman, 
19-10:30 p.m., CBS-WABC (Old 
Gold) (Lennon & Mitchell). 

Edwin C. Hill, news, 10.30-10:45 
p.-m., CBS-WABC. 

One Man's Family, sketch by 
Carlton E. Morse, with Anthony 
Smythe, 9:30-10 p.m., NBC-WEAF, 
originating from NBC San Franc’s- 
co studios. 

Morton Downey, T-7:15 p.m., CBS- 
WABC. Also Fri. 





Cyrena Van Gordon, Walter Golde,| 


accompanist, 7:30-7:45 p.m., NBC- 
WJZ (Djer Kiss Cosmetics.) 
Richard Himber, orchestra, from 


Essex House, 7:45-8 p.m, NBC- 
WJZ. 
Alexander Woollcott, ‘The Town 


Crier,’ 10:30-10:45, CBS-WABC; also 
Fri. 
Kate Smith, 9:15-9:30, CBS-WABC. 





THURSDAY (SEPT. 21) 


Rudy Vallee-Fleischmann variety 
program, Cab Calloway, Joe Penner, 


Yose Fugiwara, Edith’ Barrett, 
WEAF-NBC, 8-9 p.m. (Fleisch- 


mann’s Yeast) (J. Walter Thompson). 

Cap’n Henry’s Show Boat, including 
Chas. Winninger, Lanny Ross, An- 
nette Hanshaw, Muriel Wilson, Mo- 


lasses ’n’ January, Don Voorhees 
orchestra, WEAF-NBC, 9-10 p.m. 
(Maxwell House Coffee) (Benton & 


Bowles). 
Glenn Gray’s Casa Loma orch., 
midnite to 12:30 a.m.; CBS-WABC. 
Al Jolson, Paul Whiteman, Deems 


(Kraft-Phenix Products) (J. Wal- 
ter Thompson). 
‘Singin’ Sam,’ 8:15-8:30, CBS- 
WABC. (Barbasol) (Erwin Wasey). 
Boswell Sisters, Freddie Rich, con- 
ducting, 8:8-15, CBS-WABC, 


FRIDAY (SEPT. 22) 

Cities Service concert, with Jessica 
Dragonette, the Cavaliers (Henry 
Shope, Frank Parker. John Seagle 
Elliott Shaw. Lee Montgomery) 
Frank Banta and Milton Rettenberg 
Rosario Bourdon’s orchestra, WEAF- 
NBC, 8-9 p.m. (Cities Service Gaso- 
line) (Lord & Thomas). 

Fred Allen, Portland Hoffa, Jack 
Smart, Roy Atwell, Phil Duey, Eileen 
Douglas, Ferdie Grofe orchestra, 9- 
9:30 p.m. WEAF-NBC (Best Foods) 
(Benton & Bowles). 

Rose Keane and Charles Lawrence, 
Lee Wiley, Paul Small, Victor Young 
orchestra, WEAF-NBC, $:30-10 p.m. 
(Ponds’ Cream) (J. Walter Thomp- 
son). 

Floyd Gibbons, Headline Hunter, 
NBC-W4JZ, 10:45-11 p.m. 

‘First Nighter,’ with June Meredith, 

Don Ameche, Carlton Brickert and 
Cliff Soubier, 10-10:30 pm., NEC- 
WJZ (Campana Italian Balm) (Mc- 
Cann Erickson). 
Armour Hour, with Phil Baker, 
Harry McNaughton, Merrie Men, Neil 
Sisters, Roy Shield orchestra, 9.30-10 
p.m., NBC-WJZ (Armour Packing) 
(N. W. Ayer agency). 

‘Let’s Listen to Harris,’ Phil Harris 
and orchestra, Leah Ray, $-9:30 p.m., 
NBC-WJZ (Cutex) (J. Walter 
Thompson), 

Lum and.Abner's Oldtime Sociable, 
10:30-11 p.m.,. NBC-WEAF, originat- 
ing from WTAM. (Ford dealers) 
(Critchfield agency). 

Ethel Shutta, Walter O’Keefe, Don 
Bestor’s band, 8-8:30 p.m., NBC-WJZ. 
(Nestle’s Chocolate) (J. Walter 
Thompson). 





SATURDAY (SEPT. 23) 

Rex Battie concert ensemble, 
WEAF-NBC out of Toronto (via 
CRCT), 1:30-2 p.m. 

Week-end Revue, 
NBC-WEAF. 4-5 v.m 

B. A. Rolfe orchestra, with Rudy 


variety show, 


Wiedoft, WEAF-NBC, 10-11 p.m. 
(Hudson-Essex) (Blackman 
agency). 


Glen Gray and Casa Loma orches- 
tra, 7:30-8 p.m., CBS-WABC, 


SUNDAY (SEPT. 24) 

Alfredo’s marimba orchestra, 
WEAF-NBC, 10:30-11 a.m. 

Major Bowes’ Capitol Family 
from Capitol theatre, N. Y., 11:16 
@.m,.-12:15 p.m., WEAF-NBC, va- 
riety show, with Maria Silviera, Han- 
nah Kicin, Nicholas Concentino, Tom 
“cLaughlin, Four Minute Men, Waldo 
Mayo, Yasha Bunchuk conducting. 

Jimmy Durante, Ruth Htting, Ru- 
binoff’s orchestra, WHAF-NBC, 8-9 
p.m. (Chase & Sanborn Coffee) (J. 
Walter Thompson). 

Col. Louis McHenry Howe, Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s secretary, 10-10:15 
p.m., WEAF-NBC. Walter Trumbull 
interviewing him on national affairs. 
(RCA Victor.) 

Radio City Music Hall Concert. 
Rowy (S. L. Rothafel) as m.c., with 
Erno Rapee’s orchestra, choir and 
soloists, 12:15-1:15 p.m. WJZ-NBC 

Fred Stone and Family, The Revel- 
ers, Al Goodman’s orchestra, WJZ- 
NBC, 9:9-30 p.m. (Good Gulf Gaso- 
line) (Cecil, Warwick & Cecil). 

Frank Crumit and Julia Sanderson, 
5:30-6 p.m. WABC-CBS'_ (Bond 
Bread) (Batten, Barton, etc.>. 

The Gauchos, Vincent Sorey con- 
ducting, with Tito Guizar, 9-9:30 p.m., 
WABC-CBS. 

Vincent Lopez, Alice Joy, 7:30-8 
p.m., NBC-WJZ. (Real Silk) (Erwin 
Wasey). 

Manhattan Merry-Go-Round, Ta- 
mara, David Percy, Men About Town, 
Gene Rodemich orchestra, 9-9.30 p.m., 
NBC-WEAF. (Lyon’s Tooth Powder) 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummert). 

American Album of Familiar Mu- 
sic, Frank Munn, Elizabeth Lennoz, 
Ohman and Arden, Bertrand Hirsch, 
Gus Haenschen orchestra, 9:30-10 
p.m., NBC-WEAF. Bayer’s Aspirin) 
(Biackett-Sample-Hummert). 

Light Opera Nights, \furiel Wilson, 
Paula Heminghaus, Willard Amison, 
Walter Preston, Harold Sanford, con- 
ducting, 8-8:30, NBC-WJZ 

Willard Robison’s Deep River sym- 
phony, 5-5.15 p.m., CBS-WABC. Also 
Thursday, 10:15-10:45 p.m. 

Symphony Hour, Howard Barlow, 
directirg, 4-5 p.m., CBS-WABC. 





MONDAY (SEPT. 25) 
A&P Gypsies, Harry Horlick di- 
recting, Frank Parker, WEAF-NBC, 
9-9:30 p.m. (Atlantic & Pacific) 





Taylor, m.c., and variety show, 10- 
11 p.m., NBC-WEAFP, coast-to-coast 


Sinclair Minstrels, Gene Arnold, Joe 
Parsons, Bill Childs, Mac 
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Clifford Soubier, Harry Kogen direct- 
ing, NBC-WJZ out of Chicago, 9-9:30 
p.m. (Sinclair Oil) (Erwin Wasey). 

Jack Frost Melodies with Josef Pas- 
ternack’s orchestra and guest artist, 
9:30-10 p.m. (National Sugar Refin- 
ing) Gotham agency). 

Morgan L. Eastman orchestra, 
Gene Arnold, Lullaby Lady, 10-10:30 
p.m., NBC. (NoN. Y. release) (Car- 
nation Milk) (Erwin Wasey agency). 


LOCAL SHOWS 


(Embracing same data as Na- 
tional programs, giving time, artists, 
commercial, agency, etc., of local 
programs, not on a network hook- 
up, regional or national.) 


NEW YORK 


(SEPT. 19 TO SEPT. 25) 
(All Time EDST) 











TUESDAY (SEPT. 19) 

Eddy Brown, violinist, with minia- 
ture symphony maestroed by George 
Shackley, 8:30-9 p.m., WOR. 

Footlight Echoes, directed by 
Geo. Shackley, Lewis Reid announcer 
9:30-10 p.m., WOR. 

‘Sleepy Time Lady,’ May Sprintz 
6:15-6:30, WINS. Same time every 
day but Sun. 

Gabriel Heatter, news comment, 
7:45-8 p. m., WOR. Also every other 
day but Sun. (Ebling Brewing Co.). 

Clem McCarthy, Sportlights of the 
Day, 7-7:15 p.m., WMCA. 





WEDNESDAY (SEPT. 20) 


Phil Napoleon’s orch., Merrill Lee, 
9-9:30 pm. WEAF. (Hudson- 
Essex) (Blackman agency). 

Pappy, Zeke and Ezra, 10-10.30 
p.m., WMCA. Also Sun., Mon. and 
Fri. 

Market and Halsey Street Play- 
house, Roger Bower, m.c.; Lee Croni- 
can, conductor, 10:30-11 p.m., WOR. 

Beniamino Riccio, baritone, 9-9:30 
p.m., WMCA (Simmons Tours). 





THURSDAY (SEPT. 21) 

‘Men of WOR,’ variety, Sherman 
Keene directing, Grenadiers Quartet, 
Walter Ahrens, 10:30-11 p.m., WOR. 

Merle Alcock, soprano, 9-9:30 p.m., 
WMCA., 

Merle Johnston’s Saxophone Quar- 
tet and Pauline Alpert, pianist, 7.45-8 
p.m., WOR. 


FRIDAY (SEPT. 22) 


Harold Stern’e orchestra, 8:45-9 
p.m., WOR (Crystal Corp.). 
Hendrik de Leeuw, ‘Tales of a 
Globe Trotter; 8:15-8:30 p.m., 
WEVD. : 

Bronx Marriage Bureau, Julie 


Bernstein, Hyman Brown, 9-9:15 p.m., 
WOR. 





SATURDAY (SEPT. 23) 

Jack Denny’s Orch., Sigmund 
Spaeth, Shirley Howard, 8-8:30 p.m., 
WJZ. (Rheingold Beer) (Hanff- 
Metzger). 

WOR Little Symphony orchestra, 
Philip James, conducting, 8-9 p.m., 
WOR. 

The Cuban Lady, Cuban songs, 
1:45-2 p.m., WMCA, 





SUNDAY (SEPT. 24) 


Silverbell, with Sylvia Miller, 
Madelyn Hardy, Mauro Cottone, Wil- 
liam Kennedy, 9:15-9:30, WMCA. 

Woodbury revue, with Roxanne and 
her orchestra, Al and Lee Reiser, 
Jack Arthur, 7:30-8 .pm., WOR. 

Red Lacquer and Jade, George 
Shackley, directing, Basil Ruysdael, 
narrator, 6-6.30 p.m., WOR. 

Margaret Anglin presents, with 
Robert Beddele, organist, 6:30-7 p.m., 
WOR. 

‘Radiant Revue,’ Al and Lee Reiser, 
Jack Arthur, Roxanne, conducting, 
7:30-8 p.m., WOR (Woodbury cos- 
metics) (J. Walter Thompson). 

Jewish Little Symphony, 
Jewish Serenaders, 6-6:30 
WINS. 

Choir Invisible, Vera Osborne, An- 
nette Simpson, Veronica Wiggins, 
John Qhine, David Croswell, George 
O’Brien, Jack Keating; George 
Shackley, directing, 8:30-9 p.m., WOR. 

Viola Philo, 8:15-8:30, WMCA. 


with 
p.m., 


MONDAY (SEPT. 24) 


Back Stage with Boris Morros 
from Paramount theatre, N. Y., with 


orchestra, soloists, 8:30-9 p.m.. 
WOR. 
Alfred Watenstein’s Sinfonetta, 


Veronica Wiggins, soloist, 10:30-11 


p-m., WOR. 


CHICAGO 


(SEPT. 20 TO SEPT. 25) 
(All Time CDST) 





WEDNESDAY (SEPT. 20) 
Rex Maupin’s Carnival with the 
Maupin orchestra, 11-11:30 a.m 





McCloud, 


daily, KYW. 





Kiddie and Fanny Cavanaugh, 1-|4:45 p. m., Mon., Wed., Fri. 


1:15 pm. daily, WBBM, (Illinois 


Meat Company.) 


THURSDAY (SEPT. 21) 


Bobbie Diekson, baritone, 5:15-5:30 


p.m, daily, WJJD. 


Guy Lombardo orchestra, 7:45-8 


p.m, daily, WBBM. 
FRIDAY (SEPT. 22) 





Gym of the Air with Charlie White, 


§-8:15 a.m., twice weekly, WMAQ. 


SATURDAY (SEPT. 23) 
Old Apothecary, 


p.m, Saturday and 9:30-9:45 p.m. 
Sunday, KYW (Chicago Retail 
Druggists.) 
Kaltmeyer’s Kindergarten, 
p.m., WLS. 


SUNDAY (SEPT 24) 
Harriet Cruise, vocalist, and Frank 
Westphal orchestra, 2-2:40 p.m., 
WBBM. (Sleepy Water Co.) 
The Bergstrons, 2:45-3 p.m., WLS. 
(Willard Company.) 


LOS ANGELES 


(SEPT. 22 TO SEPT. 28) 
(All Time PST) 


Snug Harbor, KHJ, 8:30-9 p.m., 
maritime dramatization by Frank 
Gill and W. N. Robson. Sustaining. 

Salvatore Santaellas’ dinner mu- 
sic, KMTR, 6:15-6:30 p.m., nightly 
except Saturday. Sustaining. 

Merrymakers, KHJ, 9-10 p.m., va- 
riety show, with Gill and Doemling 
and Ray Paige’s orchestra. (Ford 
Dealers of Calif.) (McCann-Erick- 
son). 

‘Hon. Archie and Frank Watanabe, 
KNX, 7-7.15 p.m., comedy serial, 
every evening except Sunday. 
(Marion R. Gray Co.) 

Al Pearce and His Gang, KFI, 2-3 
p.m. daily except Sundays. Sus- 
taining. 


FRIDAY (SEPT. 22) 


Radio Periscope, KFWB, fantastic 
comedy with Tom Breneman and 
Owen Crump, 9-9:30 p.m. Sustaining. 


(SATURDAY (SEPT. 23) 


KNX Varieties, KNX,, 8-9 p.m. 
Revue with Jack Carter. Sustaining. 





SUNDAY (SEPT. 24) 

KMPC Symphony, KMPC, led by 
Chauncey Haines, 9-10 p.m. McMillan 
Gas)). 

Charles Hamp, KNX, 7:30-8 p.m.; 
Also Mon. and Fri., 9:15-9:45 p.m. 
(Straska Toothpaste) (Smith and 
Drum). 

Napoleon and Josephine, KFWB, 
9-9:30 p.m. Serial dramatization of 


French history. (Barker Bros.) 
(Ray Alden agency). 
‘76 AUu-Star Revue,’ KHJ, 7:30-8 


p.m., Donald Novis, Sterling Holloway 
and Orville Knapp orchestra. Union 
Oii Co. (Lord and Thomas). Also 
Wednesday, Sept. 27. 

‘The Wanderer, KFWB, 9$:30-10 
p.m, Narrator, Bob Sherwood, 
chamber music. (Kelvinator.) 
(Hammel agency.) 


MONDAY (SEPT. 25) 

Mad Hatter, KFWB, mystery serial, 
3:30-9 p.m. Sustaining. 

Girl Behind the Counter, KFWB, 
Jeannie Dunne and Bert Fisher, sing- 
ing skit, 8-815. 

Blue Monday Jamboree, KHJ, 
(from KEFRC, San Francisco), 8-10 
p.m, (Shell Oil Co.) 


THURSDAY (SEPT. 28) 

‘American Parade,’ KMPC, 9-9:30 
p.m. Sustaining. 

Hodge Podge Lodge, KHJ, ema- 
nating KFRC, San Francisco, 9:30- 
10 p.m., comedy program, sustain- 
ing. 

California Melodies, direction Ray 
Paige, KHJ (CBS), 6:30-7 p.m. Sus- 
taining. 


WEDNESDAY (SEPT. 27) 


‘Grocers’ Basket of Fun, with Jack 
Carter, KNX, 8-9 p.m. (Durkee May- 
onnaise) (Livingstone Agency). 


THURSDAY (SEPT. 28) 
Light Opera Favorites, KNX, 7:15- 
7:45 p.m., with Charlotte Woodruff. 
Sustaining. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(SEPT. 24 te SEPT. 30) 
(All Time PST) 





Crosscuts from the Log o’ the 
Day, KPO, 8:15-9:15 a.m.‘daily ex- 
cept Sunday. Dr. Laurehce L. Cross, 
philosopher, and Southern Harmony 
Four, colored quartet. 

John and Ned, harmony 
KPO, 1:45-2 p.m., Mon. to Fri. 

Langendorf Pictorial, KGO, 3-3:15 
p.m., daily except Sat. and Sun. Air 
column by and with Rush Hughes. 
(Langendorf Bakery) (J. Walter 
Thompson) 

Hodge Podge Lodge, KFRC, 4:15- 
Com- 


team, 


talk and music, 
with Rex Maupin orchestra, 3:30-3:45 


6:30-7 


edy lodge meeting b i . 
bom Parker. Pry Te wih Jenni, 

Wheatenaville, KGO, 5:30-5 
daily except Sun. and Thur: 
matic sketch, with Jom Hut, 
Harold Peary, others. 
(McKee & Albright). 

Little Orphan Annie, KGO, 5:45 
p.m., daily except Sun. and Thurs 
Childhood play. (Ovaltine) (Blackett, 
Sample, Hummert). 


°45 p.m, 
. Dra« 
shinson 
(W heatena) 





SUNDAY (SEPT. 24) 
Gunnar Johansen, KPO, 6-6:30 p.m 
concert pianist. e- 
Do You Believe in Ghosts? KGO 
9-9:15 p.m., dramatic narrative by 
Harold Burdick; also on Thurs. (g 
& W. Coffee) (W. Vincent Leahy), : 


—_—. 


MONDAY (SEPT. 25) 

Shell Oil Show, KFRC, 8-9 p.m 
variety show. Shell Oil Co. (J. Walter 
Thompson). Second hour, Blue Mon. 
day Jamboree, 

Stars of West, KGO, 8:30-9 p.m. 
musical show with Mary Wood, Irv- 
ing Kennedy, Acme Quartet, Emil 
Polak and Meredith Willson’s Orch, 
(Acme Beer) (Emil Brisacher), 

Tim & Irene’s Show, KGO, 9:45-10 
p.m., with Tim Ryan and Irene Nob. 
lette, Knickerbocker Quartet, Grace 
Frankel and Gertrude Lyne. (Hum. 
boldt Beer) (Botsford, Constantine, 
Gardner). 


TUESDAY (SEPT. 26) 
Memory Lane, KGO, 8:15-8:45 p.m., 
drama by and with Ted Mazrvwell, 
Billy Pagem, Eileen Piggott. (Gen- 
eral Petroleum) (Smith & Drumm). 


WEDNESDAY (SEPT. 27) 


Souvenirs of Italy, KYA, 8-9 p.m, 
Native musical program, sponsored 
by local Italian firms. 

One Man’s Family, KGO, 8:30-9 
p.m. Drama by Carlton E. Morse, 


(Wesson Oil) (Fitzgerald, New Or- 
leans). : 
Waltz Time, KPO, 9:30-10 p.m, 


Ben Klassen, tenor, with Meredith 
Willson Orch, 


THURSDAY (SEPT. 28) 

Standard Symphony Hour, KGO, 
8:15-9:15 p.m., Alfred Hertz, conduct- 
ing. (Standard Oil) (McCann Erick- 
son). 

Borden Capers, KTAB, 7-9 p.m. 
Variety show. (Borden Milk) (Me- 
Cann-Erickson). 


FRIDAY (SEPT. 29) 

Feminine Fancies, KF RC, 3-4 p.m, 
Woman's hour, m.c.’d by Ed Fitzger- 
ald, Claude Sweeten’s orch, guest 
vocalists. 

Eddie Peabody, KGO, 17:30-8 p.m. 
Entertainer with orch. and guest vo- 
calist. (Safeway Stores) (Botsford, 
Constantine, Gardner), 


SATURDAY (SEPT. 30) 

Carefree Carnival, KPO, 8:30-9:30 
p.m. Variety show, with Tim Ryan 
and Irene Noblette, Tommy Harris, 
Mary Wood, Irving Kennedy, Dorio 
Quartet, Ned Toltinger, Cynthia, 
Meredith Willson’s Orch., Marshall's 
Mavericks. 


DENVER 


(SEPT. 22 TO SEPT. 28) 
(All Time MST) 


FRIDAY (SEPT. 22) 


Luncheon Melodies, daily exc. Sun. 
noon, KLZ. Joe O’Neil, baritone; 
Fred Burkett, tenor; Janet Bible, con- 
tralto; Bill Rogers, piano. 
Cosmopolitan Hotel orchestra, 
Gene Quaw, director, KOA to NBC- 
WJZ network; 1-1:30 p.m. and 9-9:30 
p.m.; also 11-11:30 p.m., Sept. 24. 
Arcadians, KOA to NBC-WJZ net- 
work, 1:30-2 p.m., 9-piece string or- 
chestra; Ruth Skelly Bello, director; 
Florence Fishel, Mildred Kyfsin. 
Metropolitan Ensemble, 5-5:15 p.m., 
Mon., Wed., Fri. KLZ. Ruby Rickets 
and Jack Dean, pianos and vocalists 


SATURDAY (SEPT. 23) 


KLZ Kids Club, Jerry and Margie 
O'Neil, directors; 3:15-3:45 p.m., KLZ. 


(SUNDAY (SEPT. 24) 
Mrs. Reynolds-Bengston, organist, 
with Bob Harper, soloist; 10-10:30 
p.m., KLZ. 








MONBAY (SEPT. 25) 
University of Denver Study Talks, 
5:30-5:45 p.m., KOA. 
Huffman Theatres, 
organist, and others; 
KLZ. 


West Masters, 
11-11:30 p.m, 


TUESDAY (SEPT. 26) 

Henry Trustman Ginsburg, violin- 
ist; Faye Roswell, pianist; 6:30-6:45 
p.m., KOA. - 

Stagecoachers, Chas. 8S. Scheurman, 
director; 10-10:30 p.m., KOA. 

WEDNESDAY (SEPT. 27) 

Ralph Hansell, xylophonist; 6:80- 

7 p.m., KOA 





THURSDAY (SEPT. 28) 
Farmers’ Question Box, Geo 
Wheeler, editor Western Farm Lite, 
12:30-12:45 p.m., KOA 
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ie seaion! pas pie ne nt ae te iat theta a OT a = 
© ALEXANDER WOOLLCO + ° 
adio Reports ‘The Town Grier 
Talk € INeWS 
15 Mins. 
CYRENA VAN GORDON TREASURE ISLAND Wabe. By Nellie Revell 
WABC, New York 
With Walter Golde, John Holbrook | Serial Drama caieth: da; gets wha ob y ellie Neve 
COMMERCIAL COMMERCIAL Broadway chatterer but a hi-class 
WJZ, New York WJZ, New York spieler. He bandies the names of ; P 
Djer Kiss went on the air Jeddo-Highland coal has electea|the great and near-great about in Who says that a woman can’t keep a secret? Here's one who can, 
Wednesday (13) with a class con- |‘t© dust off some of the more or less intimate chatty fashion and with but won't keep this secret. The friends and associates of Jessie L, 
ert, so labeled, headlining Cyrenx blood and thunder and thunder|2" authority substantiated chiefly | Dippen of the NBC program department and Keith McLeod, formerly 
= fia el po nnn 1 esl 4 - classics as an aid to garnering at- by own reputation as a mingler an NBC musical supervisor, were married in the New London, Conn., 
seading roles with the Chicago Civic > for its a about the oe Se See intelligentsia ant/ City Hall August 26. John Martin of the B.B.D.&O. agency, and 
€ s ; as aze Srook ¢ ie rami cog 3c . re wine Saw . _ ar : — imiity ar aad . 
Opera over a period of time and one Be = 3 a He starts off with palaver about ae Seymour (Mrs. Martin) of the continuity department were 
< ° Sls t witnesses, 


scheduled to join the Metropolitan 
this season, Miss Van Gordon's 
voice is scarcely up for judgment, 
except as it may adapt itself to the 
kilocycles. And on that score there 
is no criticism. It’s a good voice on 
Wacker Drive or WJZ. 

Evidently the advertiser seeks to 
reach the higher levels of the radio 
audience, since a singer of this cal- 
ibre obviously would have scant ap- 
peal to girls from Woolworth’s. In 
keeping with the bon ton stuff, but 
of questionable effectiveness is An- 
nouncer John Holbrook’s fancy pro- 
nunciation. With him odor is 
‘odooeur,’ and a number of other 
words which may have been French 
certainly are unintelligible to Eng- 
lish-tuned eardrums. 

This may be a calculated effect 
based on definite snobbish princi- 
ples. What snobbery means in ad- 
vertising is well known. A male 
reaction of ‘aw, nuts’ may be beside 
the point, since the program is 
aimed for women. Even so, it’s de- 
batable that a Park avenue lisp is 
going to set well with gals out in 
Peoria. Whatever else may be said 
agaifist announcers, they generally 
ean be understood. Holbrook at 
several points wasn’t talking the 
native language. 

In her repertory on the inaugural 
program Miss Van Gordon seemed 
best advised on ‘Drink to Me Only 
with Thine Eyes,’ and least adapted 
to the new media with that number 
wherein she screams in the middle 
of the lyrics. This is the type of 
thing they burlesque in vaudeville. 

Land. 


ELDER MICHAUX 
Revival Meeting 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 

WABC, New York 

Elder Solomon Lightfoot Mi- 
chaux does his congregational stuff 
somewhere ‘on the banks of the 
Potomac,’ presumably not far from 
Washington, as the CBS capital link 
picks up this colored holly-roller 
session every Saturday night at 
7:30-8 p.m. and brings it into New 
York via WABC at that hour. Elder 
Michaux is unconsciously one of the 
best radio entertainers extant. 

He sells religion with Harlem 
variations. He may be doing it as 
deliberately as Aimee struts her 
stuff in Los Angeles, but he cer- 
tainly is doing an entertaining job. 
He’s a Rev. in the Cab Calloway 
manner. He speaks in rhythm and 
his flock give out ‘yeah man’ af- 
firmations in hotcha manner. They 
may mean to say ‘amen’ but it 
comes out ‘yeah man,’ from whence 
probably the current Harlem idiom. 

Elder Solomon Lightfoot Mi- 
chaux is certainly patriotic — in 
spades. He's for the NRA twice. 
Once as Gen. Johnson would have 
it, and the other idea of NRA is 
his own—National Revival Admin- 
istrations. And how he administers 
revival stuff. With a hey-nonny- 
nonny and a ha-cha-cha., 

Elder Michaux has made many 
converts to the CBS air waves at 
7:30-8 p.m. Saturdays and seems 
to be doing it more and more every 
week. He’s a natural. Abel. 


KMTR REVUE 
With Kenneth Von Egidy, Sally 
Coy, Fern Dale, Stewart Sisters, 


Grace Fitch, Four Clouds of 
Harmony, Shug Fisher and 
Dusky Stevedores 

SUSTAINING 

KMTR, Hollywood 
Million Dollar theatre, 25c. top 


house in downtown Los Angeles has 
booked this revue for an indefinite 
run for one half hour show nightly, 
in opposition to the de luxers which 
have been going heavy recently for 
the outstanding coast air programs. 

Unusual feature is that contracts 
for the air act run on options for 
a year. Plan is to change the per- 
sonnel of a group each week. 

Remoted from the stage first 
night’s offering was better than 
passable and if the quality of the 
first holds up there seems to be 
no reason why the theatre-air tieup 
can’t continue. However, question 
is whether patrons are pulled into 
theatres to see their fav air acts 
for the novelty of the thing or for 
the entertainment offered. If it’s 
Only the former, as most theatre 
men claim, then it’s going to be dif- 
ficult to get repeaters. 

Produced and m.c.’d by Kenneth 
Von Egidy, opening show was a 
little too long on the harmony stuff 
With three acts. For Clouds of 
Harmony and Dusky Stevedores, 
both colored quartets, and Stewart 
Sisters, supplying this type of vo- 
calizing. Sally Coy sang a couple 
ef popular numbers. Fern Dale was 
oke in songs mimicking Mae West 
and Zasu Pitts. Shug Fisher stut- 
tered comedy, but wasn’t so hot. 





follow up the serialization of ‘Trea- 
sure Island’ with similar treatments 
of ‘Robin Hood,’ ‘The Three Muska- 
teers’ and ‘Oliver Twist.’ Appeal 
here is primarily directed at kids, 
but the program's spotting, 7:15 p.m. 
EST, is so designed as to catch the 
ear also of those in the family who 
do the coal buying. The hookup is 
limited to a group of stations along 
the eastern seaboard. 


With the first broadcast the ad- 
vertising set out to learn whether 
they were listening. To fetch the 
mail it offered a map of the mythical 
island that Louis Stevenson made 
famous. For the youngsters it was 
described as something to play with, 
while the adults could use it to fill 
that vacant patch on the living room 
or library wall. 

As for enactment of the first few 
episodes of the ‘Treasure Island’ tale 
it measures up to the usual run of 
network script show. Casting of 
characters, particularly that of 
‘Captain Billy,’ jibes with the 
sketching that Stevenson has given 
them. Especially noticeable about 
the continuity as prepared by Joe A. 
Cross is the recognition of the fact 
that all the kid mind is interested 
in is action and that Cross proceeded 
to give it to them in wholesale lots 
from the opening of the initial ep- 
isode. 

Behind the selection of this group 
of tales is a sly piece of maneuver- 
ing. Parent-Teachers associations 
and other similar groups last season 
set up a howl about the effect that 
the shockers on modern crime were 
having on the kids. Stories picked 
by Jeddo-Highland can go on dish- 
ing up the same line of creeps and 
chills, even though they are of a 
less modern vintage, and what Par- 
ent-Teachers combine is there that 
will have the temerity to cry down 


the classics, regardless of the 
grounds? 
Schedule is 15 minutes each 


Thursday, Friday and Saturday. 
Odec. 


KATHERINE SPECTOR 
Soprano 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WRNY, New York 

Katherine Spector was the ‘Queen 
Esther’ of a recent most-beautiful- 
Jewess contest in Madison Square 
Garden, which landed her in a 
Broadway musical. Along with her 
looks Miss Spector has a pretty nice 


soprano, which she aired over 
WRNY in a pop repertoire. She's 


on at 10:30-10:45 a.m. on this local 
New York station, which caters to 
a domestic listening audience. 

In view of the title and the hour, 
perhaps some household commodity 
enjoying a sales public with Jewish 
families might be interested in un- 
derwriting this pleasing quarter 
hour of pop songs. Abel. 


‘DESERT GUNS’ 
Dramatic Sketch, 
Sustaining; 

WJZ, New York. 

For the background of this series 
the writer elected the Foreign Le- 
gion. It’s a background that films, 
novels and short stories have popu- 
larized and made surefire. But for 
the purposes of this bunch of scripts 
the author could have used any 
soldier encampment, anywhere and 
anytime. Unlike the melodramatic 
series put on’ by CBS under the 
‘Foreign Legion’ title for a couple 
seasons, this one passes up plot and 
action for gag situations. 

‘Desert Gun’ episodes so far have 
been weak stuff. Voice, casting, act- 
ing and direction on each occasion 
have been superior to the scripts. 
NBC must have other. stories lying 
around its continuity department 
more worthy of such pains. 

One installment had as the locale 
a grog shop in Morocco. Judging 
from this sample, farce comedy on 
the air is where pictures were in the 


John Bunny days. Odec. 
LUIS RUSSELL Orch. 
Sustaining 
WABC, New York 
Luis Russell, with Sonny Brad- 


shaw directing and vocalizing, is an 
after-midnite giver-outter of Negro 
syncopation, which seemingly is the 
liking of the ofay trade patronizing 
the Roseland ballroom in mid-town 
Broadway. Unquestionably, it’s 
dance music and nothing else but. 
CBS etherizes it a couple of nites 
weekly from 1-1:30 a. m. and the 
brand of synco is well in keeping 
with the unconventional hour. 
They're not too ‘dirty’ for the 
average edification of the clientele 
or the ether listeners. It’s plenty 
okay for the primary purpose 
they’re engaged in—dance music. 
That’s more than can be said for 
many a name band. Abel. 





a party of six the other day in 
honor of Helen Hayes and from tha’ 
goes into Lunt and Fontanne, et al., 
eventually etherizing a radio thumb- 
nail biography of Alfred Lunt. 

Woolleott is human in his ad- 
dress, chatty, soft-spoken, by no 
means bombastic or possessed of 
the awkward manner of trying to be 
impressive, such as pervades the 
Winchellian school of ether dishing. 
He’s on twice weekly, and when 
caught, Friday night at 10:30-10:45, 
Woollcott impressed himself exceed- 
ingly well as claimant to the ‘Town 
Crier’ title. 

Since the alpha and omega of 
anything and everything connected 
with radio is a commercial sponsor, 
it can well be said of Woollcott that 
he merits such financial under- 
writing. Abel. 





FRANK BOHN 
News, 

Sustaining, 
WMCA, New York. 

When the fad for the lads with 
the glittering adjectives and the 
knack of dressing up the obvious 
entertainingly starts waning, into 
the news commentator picture will 
come the type as represented by Dr. 
Frank Bohn. His is a forthright, 
deeply probing and scholarly style of 
analysis and delivery that has no 
peer on either of the national webs. 

The man requires no staff to do 
the research or digging for him. 
The rich and many sided back- 
ground as a writer and teacher are 
there. When H. V. Kaltenborn in 
his not long ago ‘Brooklyn Eagle’ 
days was giving those Monday cur- 
rent events spiels to the elderly 
dame subscribers and Edwin C. Hill 
was as the overglorifier of workaday 
happenings on the ‘Morning Sun’ 
the pride of Park Row, Dr. Bohn 
down at the Rand School of Social 
Science was feeding them the iow- 
down on sociology, economics and 
modern history. 

From him the hashing over of the 
day’s news grist obtains a treatment 
that is reminiscent of his lecturing 
days. As ever, what he has to say 
is laden with a keen regimentation 
of knowledge and sub-surface point 
of view that not only stimulates but 
compels thought. It is adult in its 
address. 

Of the non-entertainer class, Dr. 
Bohn is the top spot on the WMCA 
daily schedule. Putting him on at 
7:15 p. m. makes it a little too early 
for those not yet home from the 
shop or office. A half-hour later 
would likely gain him a much wider 
audience. Revised schedule might 
put him in competition with Boake 
Carter on WABC, but the worry 
wouldn’t be Bohn’s. Odec. 


Less Editing 








(Continued from page 32) 


gram supporters turned for the 
worse last season the stations again 
let down the bars and multiple were 
the outlets which through this 
source of income managed to meet 
the payrolls and the bills for elec- 
tric juice. Even though they’re 
again selling ’em by the 15 minutes 
in a big way these broadcasters re- 
member the old plight and the suc- 
cor they received from the 50 and 
100 word boys, and unless the copy 
submitted is of the objectionable 
sort they’re not turning ’em down 
this season. 

Among the big spenders for spot 
announcements this year are the 
auto manufacturers with Chevrolet 
rating top. Bulova is still doling it 
out in big sums for time signals 
but the appropriations are way off 
from the half million and better 
levels of previous years. As a trade 
group the proprietary drug mixers 
are still the leading users of the 
classified air ad idea. 





BACK AFTER FOUR YEARS 
Chicago, Sept. 18. 
After an absence of nearly four 
years Hoover Vacuum Cleaner re- 
turns to the NBC ether on Oct. 1 
with a Sunday afternoon show to 
run 30 minutes each. Upturn of 
economic conditions makes outlook 
for vacuum cleaners better. 
Going on the Red web with a 
production idea using a 25-piece 


orchestra and a 60-voice mixed 
choir, the latter being the Noble 
Cain choral organization. Harvey 


Hlays slated as narrator. 

Erwin-Wasey agency handling 
the account, which left the air for 
NBC in June, 1929, after more than 
one year on the ether. 





Nobody Else in Radio? 

Now that Castoria has secured the services of Albert Spaulding, vio- 
linist, for its CBS series, Cascarets may drop its plans for a radio pro- 
gram. It had been dickering with the artists’ services for Spauling 
when Castoria signed him on the dotted line. 





Grofe and Theme Exit 
Ferde Grofe has resigned from the Philip Morris program and will 
take with him the theme song now being used on the broadcast, as it 
is part of his ‘Grand Canyon’ suite. He is being replaced by Leo Rels- 
man, who also will conduct the Borden program for NBC. 


Casa Loma, Jones Over CBS 
Casa Loma orchestra, headed by Glen Gray, will open at the new 
room in the Essex House October 19. The place will be managed by the 
personnel of the Glen Island Casino. Isham Jones goes into the Com- 
modore. Both will have CBS wires. 


Rudy Goes Vaude 
Rudy Vallee will not go to the Coast as he had hoped, because his 
sponsor thinks the Chase & Sanborn Sunday program, which will come 
from Hollywood for a dozen weeks, will give listeners enough film talent. 
Incidentally, Schnozzle Durante stays on that program for a half dozen 
weeks, and others are to follow. Vallee does ten weeks of vaudeville, 


Hoofing Radioite 
Katherine Spector, who was awarded the beauty prize of the Modern 
Queen Esther last Spring, and after a trip to Palestine joined the ‘Music 
in the Air’ company, can do an intricate buck routine as easily as she 
sings an operatic aria. She is heard over WRNY, 


J. Green Looks Okay 
CBS probably wili renew Johnny Green, composer, arranger, conduc- 
tor and pianist, to a long-term contract. The 24-year-old newcomer to 
radio originally was signed for four weeks, but several commercials are 
in the offing. 


Fifty-ninth street was the turning point for most of the people in the 
parade, and the jumping off place, too. 

May Singhi Breen showed up at the formation of the parade with a 
camp stool, but they wouldn't let her carry it, She carried her knitting, 
though, and every time they had to wait for a light she began to knit. 

Joe White started out with his silver mask, wore it from 9th to lith 
street, then discarded it. 

Boswell Sisters appeared with Connie in a wheel chair and received 
terrific applause all along the line. 

And all of those band directors who had never been heard of until 
radio. Why weren't they out on parade? 


Short Shots 

Howard Barlow, CBS leader, is in the hospital, apologizing to his stom- 
ach....Jack Arthur has formed a new program with an ensemble of 12, 
No soloists....Olga Albani, after four years at NBC, asked for and 
received a release on her contract last week. Hereafter she will be 
under the management of Herman Schaad....Ted Lewis gets back to 
New York October 6 to decide on radio offers....Eddie Miller became 
a vocal teacher after leaving the old Avon Comedy Four. Milton Berle 
was one of his pupils. Now Eddie Miller and Milton are appearing on 
the same program, and Eddie Is doing straight for Milton....‘Grin and 
Bear It’ goes on WOR five times weekly at 3:15 p. m., featuring two 
young things who will commute from Boston, a boy and a girl....The 
Hank Kennys are expecting a loud speaker at their house, whose voice 
Hank won't be able to modulate like he does radio artists. 


Please Stand By 

George Shackley is to direct a new series of broadcasts on WOR en- 
titled ‘The Country Church,’ a sort of a hymn sing. Continuity by 
Basil Ruysdael, with a mixed quartet for the songs....That big canned 
soup outfit which has been on the air twice before is auditioning, and 
so is the biggest radio tube maker, which wants—of all things—an im- 
itator....The only radio studio ad libers are H. V. Kaltenborn and the 
Voice of Experience—Dr. M. Sayle Taylor. All others use scripts.... 
Jimmy Dunne, old-time vaudevillian, is heard in a program of request 
and old-time favorites Saturday nights. Jimmy says he misses three 
sheeting before the theatre, and the morning minstrel parade....Bide 
Dudley takes the place of Michael Young as WOR’s theatrical reviewer, 
as of this minute....Muriel Wilson, known on radio as Mary Lou on 
the Showboat hour, has won herself a commercial all her own, beginning 
October 15 and sponsored by Father John’s Medicine....Damon Runyon 
is the latest big name to be lured into the network offices and to be 
asked if he'll audition. The answer is yes....Sid Gary, after his pres- 
ent theatre engagements, will become a feature of the new Amalgamated 
chain....The colored lad who holds down the bass harmonica in Borrah 
Minevitch’s mouth organ band, speaks swell Yiddish, idioms and all.... 
David Freedman is about to form a program building corporation of his 
own within a fortnight. 


Gossip 

Phil Spitalny and his orchestra were heard without Julius Tannen on 
the CBS Goldenrod Beer program last Friday....Sirens of Song, some 
dusky troubadors from ‘Virginie,’ plan to send out some heat waves 
from WOR Mondays and Wednesdays..... Jack Benney and his wife 
and chief stooge, Mary Livingstone, with Frank Black, will return to a 
coast-to-coast NBC network October 1....The Landt Trio and White, 
impressed with the success of Pick and Pat in their new night club on 
Long Island, are planning to enter a similar project....The Guy Loma, 


bardo band has taken an entire floor in the Georgian, Evanston, IIL, 
hotel for their six-week engagement at the Dells, Chicago. 
Scrambled Notes 


Gregory Stone, NBC conductor and arranger, was formerly musical 
arranger for RKO for three years under Milton Schwartzwald....George 


Olsen’s contract with Standard Brands has been extended to the end of 
the year....Floyd Neale, WOR announcer, has lived in a silo in the 
wilds of Connecticut all summer. Has it fixed up like the tower of the 
Chateau Frontenac in Quebec. Rented it for $5 and spends $50 a month 
in getting to and from it....Anton Civoru was a concert basso before 
coming to radio to direct the morning kiddies’ program on WRNY.... 
Bill Brenton of Columbia’s announcing staff goes to Chicago every Tues- 
day to announce the Burns and Allen-Lombardo Wednesday night pro- 
gram....The famous St. Peter’s and St. Paul's Russian Choir is to alter- 
nate Sunday programs with the Kremlin Art Quintet, both under the 
direction of Ivan T. Mashihinin (try to pronounce that), beginning im- 
mediately on WOR....The huge demand for tickets for the Old Gold 
broadcast is giving the CBS publicity department plenty of worries. 





Echoes From the NRA Parade _ 
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New York 

Billy Mitchell, Webster Smith and 
Warren Wade of the WTAM, Cleve- 
land, mob in New York with ‘Lum 
and Abner’ over the weekend. 

George Corey, J. Walter Thomp- 
son, p.a., used part of his lunch 
hour Friday (15) to take himself a 
bride (the former Frances Grinker 
of Chicago) at the N. Y. Municipal 
building. 

Eddie Miller, who baritoned it on 
the old Nestle show, is doing a week 
at the State, Manhattan. 

Man bites dog was the caption 
they gave that cocktail party that 
Pete Dixon, N. Y. ‘Sun’ columnist 
tossed for the press agents. Dixon 
has also a kid show that he’s au- 
thoring. 

Recruited from legit for the sea- 
sonal bow of the ‘Roses and Drums’ 
show Sept. 24 are Zuy Bates Post, 
Charlotte Walker, Minor ~ Watson, 
Tom Chalmers, Pedro deCordoba, 
George Gaul, Robert T. Haines and 
Elizabeth Love. First of the series 
will get its broadcast from the stage 
of Carnegie Hall with the N. Y. 
dramatic critics invited. 

Rod Arkell shared the mike with 
Ted Husing on the CBS broadcasts 
of the N. Y. NRA parade. 

Helen Strauss has replaced Allen 
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Royce as radio p.a. in the Benton 
& Bowles agency. 


Tom Probert is doing four of 
them on WMCA, N. Y. ‘Drama of 
the Ages,’ Sunday, ‘The Arabian 


Nights,’ Tuesday, “The Sketch Book,’ 
Thursday and ‘Portraits of Great 
Characters,’ Saturday. 

‘Sizzlers’ have an insurance policy 
guaranteeing them two-thirds of 
their air income if illness prevents 
them from filling a scheduled broad- 
cast. 

Al Segal has himself and a chorus 
auditioning at NBC. 

Evelyn Hoey is having herself 
piloted toward a commercial by 
James Matte. 

Vic Irwin and Ernie Watson have 
had three of their Boop Boop com- 
positions accepted by Mills Music, 
Inc., for publication. 

Conrad Thibault is baritoning for 
four commercials simultaneously 
after Oct. 4, when he adds Fletcher’s 
Castoria to his other jobs, Maxwell 
House, Phillip Morris, and Buick. 
Margaret Livingston home with 
lumbago not at Paul Whiteman ra- 
dio show last week. 

Phil Harris continues with the 
Cutex affair on NBC for another 13 
weeks, effective this Friday (22). 
Renewal makes it 26 weeks alto- 
gether. 

Mary Virginia Dorlon, who under 
the name of ‘Polly Van Rensselaer’ 
broadcasts food-fashion talks on a 
commercial program over WGY, 
Schenectady, is engaged to marry 
Lewis B. Horger, a Norfolk, Va., 
business man. 

Manhattan heard somewhat skep- 
tically that cops raided WCAU, 
Philadelphia, last week when house- 
wives took literally a melodrama 
being enacted by the Radio Drama 
League wherein an escaped convict 
was represented as invading the 
station. Housewives sent the cops 
to rescue the staff. Robert Schall 
was the too-realistic author. 

Bert Lytell tells the one about the 
old legit long missing from the 
Lambs club who suddenly appeared 
looking prosperous. ‘What are you 
doing now? the Shakespearian in- 
terpreter was casked. ‘Dromedary 
dates,’ he replied. 

Goldenrod Revue will broadcast 
from Washington because of a two 
weeks’ booking at the Earle theatre. 
Coal distrib will be represented 
on CBS starting Oct. 3 with a 
twice weekly script show, ‘Little 
Italy.’ Eastern hookup of 11 sta- 
tions wili take this program, whose 
east will include Rose Keane, Ned 
Weaver, Alfred Corn, Hiram 
Brown and Ruth Yorke. 


West 


Roy Morgan is out of Earnshaw- 
Young. He had been representing 
the L. A. agency in the east. 

Hearst’s San Francisco ‘Ex- 
amine: expanded its theatre and 
radio sections this week, combining 
the two and devoting two pages to 
them. Most of the space going to 
Lloyd Thompson’s theatre scriven- 
ings, balance to Oscar Fernbach’s 
radio pillar. 

Billie Lowe back on KFWB staff 
as blue singer, replacing Ethel Os- 
borne, 

Ned Carter, colored singer and 
pianist from WENR, now on staff 
at KMTR, Hollywood. 

Lindsay Spite in Los Angeles 
selling time for KPO, San Fran- 
cisco. 

In a contest for talent sponsored 
by Robar gasoline, more than 3,000 
pieces of mail were received in one 
month. Finalists selected at the 
Denver theatre were Aline Hardy, 
of Boulder, and Joe Becker, of Den- 
ver. Prizes were $25 each. 

Denver ‘Post’ for some unex- 
plained reason has quit sponsoring 
the Kids program over KLZ. The 
‘Post’ started their Kids’ club some 
years ago and tied up with KLZ 
later. The deal was an exchange 
proposition, each getting such pub- 
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licity as they could out of the other. 
The half hour, directed by Jerry and 
Margie O'Neil, will be continued by 


Mid-West 


George McManus, the cartoonist, 
interviewed on the Farm and Home 
program by Helen Stevens Fisher. 

Though that’s their right names, 
Al and Lee Reiser are not brothers. 

Dixie Mason, WLS soprano, on 
the recoup and ready to come back 
to the Chi station for work. 

Martha Linn took a short vaca- 
tion from the advertising angle to 
do some speaking for the Armour 
show mike. 

Bert Green has opened a new re- 
cording and production studio in 
Chi and has gotten himself a state 
license for talent representation. 

Keelor & Stites, of Cincinnati, 
agented the Ed McConnell job for 
‘the Early & Daniel feed company. 

Francis Craig has returned to 
Nashville, Tenn., and WSM. 

Herald, Dean and Curt have re- 
turned to their spot on WSM, Nash- 
ville. 


NO PAR AIR PROGRAM 
IF SPONSOR NEEDED 


Sponsorship by a commercial of 
the half hour program from back- 
stage at the Paramount, N. Y., on 
WOR every Monday evening, is out, 
according to Boris Morros. He has 
denied offers from four different 
companies interested in sponsoring 
the air show. 

Par doesn’t want any advertising 
on the program other than the plug 
going to the theatre and its show 
from which talent doubles for the 
Monday night broadcasts. 


KOLYNOS REGIONAL BUY 
Chicago, Sept. 138. 
Kolynos toothpaste is taking three 
midwest cities, Chicago, Minne- 
apolis and St. Louis off the Colum- 
bia network as far as its present 
children’s program is concerned. 
Now building a new type show 
for a regional web of these three 
towns through Columbia outlets. To 
start Oct. 1 with a femme program 
hitting the ether in the afternoon. 


SPOTTING MORTON’S SALT 
Chicago, Sept. 18. 

Morton's Salt is being placed for 
a ride on the ether by the Wade 
agency here. Will use spot pro- 
grams taking studio talent in some 
instances and straight announce- 
ments on others with several outlets 
getting a combo of the two. Start- 
ing about Oct. 20. 

Will cover most of the country 
with the exception of the New Eng- 
land and Middle Atlantic states and 
concentrating through Texas, moun- 
tain states and the Coast. 


KDKA UPS MORRIS 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 18. 

Claude Morris, production and 
continuity man at KDKA, has been 
moved up to the post of produc- 
tion manager by William S. Hedges, 
station chief, He'll work directly 
under John Gihon, newly-appointed 
program head at KDKA., 

Morris joined the station staff in 
1929 as a part-time announcer ani 
six months later was given a full- 
time job. He also organized the 
KDKA Players, the station’s drama 
unit. 


























Dobbsie Extended 
San Francisco, Sept. 18. 

California Packing Co. has’ de- 
cided to cover the coast with 
Dobbsie too, and in addition to the 
transcontinental, which begins Sept. 
25, excluding the coast, will start 
one for the Pacific Slope on Sept. 28. 

Show will be 8 to 8:30 a.m., 
Thursdays, and will plug all Del 
Monte products, except the coffee, 
which will be sole sales object of 
the cross-country show. 

Del Monte coffee can’t be adver- 
tised out here because of a recent 
injunction brought by the Tillman 
and Bandel Co. makers of a Del 
Monte java. 





Frisco Kid Scripts Set 
San Francisco, Sept. 18. 

Two serials resume on NBC's 
western chain next week (25), each 
on every day but Sunday and 
Thursday, and one directly follow- 
ing the other, 

First is ‘Wheatenaville’ for 
Wheatena, and is a San Francisco 
production, with virtually same cast 
as last year—Tom Hutchinson, pro- 
ducer and lead; Harold Peary and 
others. It’s on at 5:30 p.m. 

As Chimes from ‘Wheatenaville’ 
die out ‘Little Orphan Annie’ comes 
on for the Wander Co. and Ovaltine. 
It, too, is a western production, and 





also is aimed at the kids. 
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Ether Siants 





Move to build up ‘family’ ties be- 
tween Radio City Music Hall and 
radio listeners has one of the R. C. 
performers now guesting on Dick 


Liebert’s organ program each 
Thursday morning. It is called “The 
Breakfast Club,’ the entertainer 


coming before the mike for a chat 
and usually for a brief number. 
Feature goes on at 8:25, an early 
hour for a stage artist but Thurs- 
day is rehearsal morning at Music 
Hall. John Pierce, singer, was the 
first guest. Roxy, Erno Rapee and 
other ‘names’ will be heard later. 
Liebert, who now announces his 
program, in a Roxyesque manner, 
and plugs the show, has talked 
about airing a part of the rehearsals. 
In keeping with the ‘family’ idea, he 
is playing requests, sending birth- 
day greetings, etc. Recently Liebert 
offered to broadcast musical num- 
bers composed by listeners. He 
since has played one or two of these. 





Al Jolson, on the Kraft program 
(14), sang a group of Stephen Fos- 
ter numbers woven together by the 
scenarist into a dramatic. story. 
This was one of the finest singing 
jobs Jolson has ever done, the rich 
melody of the Foster classics being 
a change from the foot-stomping 
chest-thumping mammy-palaver. It 
suggests that Jolson might well de- 
velop this type of singing by way 
of demonstrating his versatility. 

On the same program Paul 


Whiteman introduced ‘Who's Afraid } 


of the Big Bad Wolf?’ which made 
a pip novelty. In general the salad 
dressing program was excellent en- 
tertainment with Deems Taylor's 
light nonsense a blessed relief from 
the usual stale narrator. 





Eno’s Good Adv. 

Eno’s Salts cleverly dramatized 
its commercial plug in a father- 
and-son dialog that hooked up the 
message for both generations and 
stayed safe on the delicacies inher- 
ent in the subject of ‘the enemy 
within.’ Son visits pop during 
pop’s shaving period, discusses 
shaving and then into the salts 
thing. Whereas little Rollo may 
not shave until he grows up he 
may freely participate in one adult 
pleasure, namely a good bracing 
jigger of Eno. First the father and 
then the kid gurgle the potent fluid 
and the gurgles are duly conveyed 
to the ear of the listening public. 
From this pretty picture the ad- 
vertiser with calculated cunning 
spreads the idea that taking Eno 
salts is comparable to yum-yum- 
ming over a chocolate soda. 


Mark Warnow’s orchestra is an 
unusual combo on WABC. With 
Vera Van and the Four Clubman, 
the straight instrumentation, un- 
usually smooth in itself, is further 
distinguished by some corking solo 
and quartet vocalization. 





Cohan’s Farewell 

In short order George M. Cohan 
has impressed himself with the 
same indelible effect on the ether 
which he has on the American stage 
and in all amusement branches per- 
taining to the theatre. Seemingly 
it’s the natural heritage of this be- 
loved veteran trouper that he should 
enter the new medium and click 
as resoundingly as in all other fields. 

Considering how much Cohan 
contributes to the Good Gulf pro- 
gram, that reported $5,000-per- 
broadcast is indeed a bargain prop- 
osition. Unlike so many of the other 
steller etherizers, Cohan also brings 
with him a creative talent, plus his 
own talents as a performer, for he 
must needs fashion his own special 
material each and every broadcast. 
On top of that, he features the new 
Cohan song-of-the-week, and each 
is likely for hitdom as anything else 
cut of the rickety pianos and col- 
lapsing typewriters of tin pan alley. 

That new NRA song is the best 
yet of its class. That topper-offer 
is a pip, ‘If you’re on the square 
with the USA, then with FDR you'll 
be OK, and then like a M-A-N you 
can proudly say, you’re a member of 
the NRA.” That’s 100% patriotic 
flag-wavinge, but who cares. Cohan 
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makes you love it. In between he’s 
also reviving his yesteryear song 
hits, of which there seem to be 
legion. 

Captious ones who wondered 
whether and how Cohan could 
maintain it were answered by the 
final of his five single-shotters 
Sunday night. He farewelled, but 
promised to return, but in the mean- 
time gave the incoming Fred Stone 
a corking send-in, stating that next 
week he himself will be in Pitts. 
burgh with Eugene O'Neill. 





Schnozzle and Etting 

Jimmy Durante and Ruth Etting 
are filling-in for Eddie Cantor on 
Chase & Sanborn coffee Sunday 
nites, the show coming from Hol- 
lywood and reversing on the trans- 
mission to hit the east coast per 
usual at 8 p. m., which means that 
with DST it goes on the air at 4 in 
the aft or 5 p. m. with normal time 
difference. 

Rubinoff took himself to the 
coast to be with Cantor again for 
his UA-Goldwyn film, ‘Roman Scan- 
dals’ still has the comedian tied up, 
so he recommended Schnozzle Du- 
rante and Miss Etting to John Re- 
ber of the J. Walter Thompson 
agency in New York, in fact send- 
ing Bennie Holtzmann, his personal 
rep, as an emissary to set Durante. 

It’s a filler-inner for a few weeks 
strictly for both and they’re doing 
a good job. Certainly an improve- 

(Continued on page 54) 
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Rival Bway » Cakes 
Pay Name 


Forget Pact, 
Bands Big Money 


A band war is imminent on 


Broadway after two big niteries, 


the Paradise and Hollywood, re- 


putedly pledged not to go over- 
board on salaries this season. Hav- 
ing the two big capacity restau- 


rants on Broadway, Joe Moss-Ja- 
of the Hollywood and 
Blaii 
had 


pacted not to invest in name bands, 
etc., and permit their talent budg- 
ets alone to pyramid up to $8,000 
and $10,000 a week. This was 
deemed too much of a nut even 
considering the huge $20,000 and 
more weekly grosses these pop- 
priced eateries have enjoyed some 
weeks. 

Paradise started it with the sig- 
naturing of Paul Whiteman to open 
Oct. 6 with his entire personnel. 


cob Amron 
the NTG-Jack Adler-Nicky 


syndicate at the Paradise 











PARAMOUNT, BROOKLYN 
This Week (Sept. 15) 


JACK 
RTHUR 


Alias “JOHNNY HART” 


WOR BARITONE 


RIVOLI, HEMPSTEAD 
Sept. 23-25 


Direction HARRY ROMM 




















ABE 


LYMAN 


AND HIS 
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 
Columbia Broadcasting System 

PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
Tues.. Wed.. Thurs.. 8:45 to 9 P.M. E.S.T 


COAST-TO-COAST 


was 


BEN MARDEN’S RIVIERA 


Presents 


EMIL 
COLEMAN 


AND HIS 
RIVIERA ORCHESTRA 
WABC—WOR 


Personal Management 


BEN MARDEN 























a ‘waBc—cBs @ 
7 ee. 


. 
SUN. 
10:30 P.M. 
+ 


THURS. 
6:30 P.M. 











MILDRED 
BAILEY 


AND HER 


“ROCKING CHAIR” 





He's in for 10 weeks. The Holly- 
wood follows suit with Rudy Val- 
lee going in Oct. 9 for a four-week 
minimum at around $4,000 plus-a 
50% split of the gross above aver- 
age biz. Options rest with Vallee, 
who has other theatre dates. 


Others Following 


Meantime the Palais d’Or chow- 
meinery, on the site of the former 
swank Palais Royal, is primed to 
be reverted into an ultra spot 
under the aegis of Sam Salvin, of 
the original Salvin family con- 
trolling the P. R., and Ben Marden. 
Emil Coleman or Ted Lewis, also 
possibly Ben Bernie, are spoken of 
to buck the Whiteman-Vallee band 
competish at the other two spots. 
Manhattan (nee Hammerstein) 
and New Yorker (nee Fortune 
Gallo) theatres are also in the band 
swing with their new continental 
music hall policies. Both theatres 
are ripping out the seats, installing 
dance floors and two terraces of 
tables, for a European idea of eat- 
ing-drinking-music hall. Both will 
have dance bands. Jimmy Carr is 
spoken of for the New Yorker site. 





FOX, PHILLY, HAS BIG BAND 
Philadelphia, Sept. 18. 

Beginning Friday of this week A. 
R. Boyd, head of the local Fox the- 
atre, will inaugurate a double-sized 
orchestra of 36 pieces, as compared 
to the 16 men now in the pit. 

In the early days of this house 
the Fox Grand Orchestra, under the 
direction of Erno Rapee, who also 
managed the house at one time, was 
symphonic in size and _ received 
equal billing with stage and screen 
features. Boyd intends to return to 
the policy of elaborate musical pro- 
grams. Jene Donath remains as 
conductor of the augmented orches- 
tra, 

Fox and Stanley are having a 
lively competition these days in the 
matter of stage shows and headline 
names. This new move is a part of 
that rivalry. 





Eli Dantzig moves down from the 
roof and reopens the St. George’s 
grill, Brooklyn, as soon as altera- 
tions here have been completed. 
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JOE PARSONS 


Radio’s Low Voice 
AS ‘EDELWEISS JOE’ 
Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 9:15 P.M., CDST, WMAQ 
SINCLAIR MINSTREL 


Every Mon., 8 P.M., N.B.C. 
CHICAGO 
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NOW IN LONDON PLAYING VAUDEVILLE 


Recording for Decca and broadcasting regularly from May Fair 
Hotel for the British Broadcasting Corporation. 


European Representatives, REEVES & LAMPORT 


(BILLY) 


COMFORT 


EXPLOITING BOSTON 





Blackstone Cigar Attacks Weak 
Spot With Stars 
Frank Crumit and Julia Sander- 


son's variety house dates will have 
to wait on the exploitive stunt which 
the Blackstone Cigar people are 
working on around Boston. Sales in 
that territory being a bit off, Black- 
stone will stage a series of public 
broadcasts with their stars in per- 
son, and distribute tickets, etc., a la 
the New York manner by the major 
chains, tieing in the free ether bally 
along with concrete merchandising 
stunts. 

After helping solve this problem 
the headliners will be at liberty to 
pursue theatrical bookings on their 
own. 


JOBBERS’ OBBLIGATO 
TO PUBLISHERS’ CODE 


Publisher and dealer members on 
the music cod2 committee meet with 
jobber representatives at the Hotel 
Roosevelt today (Tuesday) to dis- 
cuss the propositions that the 
wholesalers demand be included in 
the trade’s constitution. If the get 
together turns out unproductive the 
wholesalers plan to proceed with the 
drawing up of their own code for 
submission to Sol Rosenblatt, deputy 
NRA administrator, when the music 
industry's instrument now on file in 
Washington comes up for an airing. 
No actual hearing date has yet been 
set. 

tathering of the code’s consoli- 
dated committee and the whole- 
salers was arranged after W. Grant 
Ege, pres. of the National Music 
Wholesalers’ Association, wrote J. 
F. Sangstack, chairman of the 
standard publishers group urging 
that the jobbers be given a chance 
to present their reactions to the 
code situation. Ege declared that 
as a result of this discussion it 
might be possible for the music in- 
dustry to present a harmonious 
front at the hearing in Washington 
instead of making that occasion a 
free-for-all. Concurring with Sang- 
stack when it came to yielding to 
the request was John G. Paine. 
chairman of the code’s consolidated 
committee. 

Yesterday (Monday) at the same 
hotel the various groups represented 
in the consolidated committee got 
together and, with the assumption 
that Rosenblatt will hold the ~ear- 
ing by the end of this month, pre- 
pared answers to the various phases 
of fhe code that aré expected to be 
brought up at the Washington meet. 
What was to be said and who was 
to say were the major matters dis- 
cussed here and agreed upon. 











Crumit-Vogel’s Music Co. 





Frank Crumit Songs Co., with 
Jerry Vogel partrered, is a new 
music publishing venture. Both the 
radio songst and the vet music 
man are their own backers. 

Vogel was for 25 years manager 
of the sheet music dept. of the 
Plaza Music Co., jobbers, which sold 
out to Richmond-Mayer and latterly 
went into bankruptcy. 





Floating Nite Spot 


Troy, N. Y., Sept. 18. 

Paradise, a floating restaurant- 
night club moored to the dock at 
the foot of Fulton street, Troy, 
opened for business last week under 
the management of Louis I. Aus- 
terlitz, who was in charge of the 
cuisine on the Lake George ‘Show- 
boat’ the past summer. Mal Hal- 
lett’s orchestra on hand for the 
openng. 

Paradise is advertised as ‘the 
most luxuriously appointed dining 
salon north of New York City.’ 
Week night minimum charge for 
supper dance is $1 and on Satur- 
day $1.50. Austerlitz is well known 
hereabouts, having presided at the 
De Witt Clinton hotel in Albany 
for some time. 





REVIVING ‘SIGMA CHI’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 138. 
Monogram is arranging for the 
republishing of ‘Sweetheart of 


Sigma Chi,’ old fraternity song 
used in picture of that title. 
Melrose Brothers Music Co., Chi- 


cago, will . eee 





HORLICK 'STORMING 
Harry Horlick will take his A & P 
Gypsies on a dance tour after wind- 
ing up at the Chicago World's Fair. 
Horlick’s has been a radio band 
for 10 years, but has previously 











eschewed barnstorming. 


NEW BUSINESS 


LOCAL STATIONS 





Los Angeles 
Lido Products Co., KFWB, 8-8:15 


p.m., Tue. and Fri., Mickey Conti, 
juvenile accordionist. 

King Outfitting Co., KFWB, 5:15- 
5:30 daily, King’s Men, with Nip 


and Tuck. 
Silverwoods, 
Mon. and Fri. 
Ward Fowler. 
Nox Ben Oil, KMTR, 8-8:15 p.m., 
Mon., Wed. Thur., Sat., Salvatore 
Santaella’s orchestra. 


KFWB, 7-7:15 
football 


p.m., 
revue by 


Newark, N. J. 

General Foods, 26 weeks, using the 
‘Uncle Don’ program every Tuesday 
from 6-6:30 p.m., WOR. 

Remington Rand revised contract 
to cover 26 weeks for three weekly 
15-minute programs. WOR. 


Jacob Ruppert (beer), 39 one-hour 
programs Friday nights, starting 
Oct. 6. WOR. 


Grocery Stores Products, Inc., 26 
weeks at the rate of three programs 
a week. WOR. 

Oneida Community Co., Ltd., eight 
weeks of daily broadcasts. WOR. 

Vapo-Cresoline Co., 20 weeks of 
daily announcements. WOR. 

Egyptian Cosmetic Co., 13 weeks of 


announcements, Tuesday and Fri- 
days. 7 OR. 
S. O. 8. Corp. (Scouring Cleanser), 


11 announcements a week until fur- 
ther notice. WOR. 


St. Louis 
Allen Shoes, ‘Heart to Heart’ Club, 
script show -Mondays, 13 weeks. 
KMOX,. Placed by the Westheimer 
Agency of St. Louis. _KMOX. 








SEATTLE 

Studebaker Co., CBS, new schedule 
supplanting the one previously ai:- 
nounced; series of daily fifteen- 
minute evening programs, Sept. 30 
to Oct. 5, inclusive, each featuring 
a different star. KOL. 

General Cigar, CBS, renewal, half 
hour each Wednesday’ evening, 
starting Sept. 27. KOL. 

Woodbury Soap, CBS, half hour 
each Monday evening with Bing 
Crosby and the Lennie Hayton or- 
chestra; starts Oct. 16, to run 26 
weeks. KOL. 

Barbasol, CBS, 15 minutes each 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 
starting Sept. 13. KOL. 

L. Marks & Co., 26 fifty-word daily 
announcements on San Felice Ci- 
gars, starting Sept. 18. KJR. 

Feenamint Co., 15-minute electrical 
transcription, ‘Dr. William’s Drug 
Store,’ 13 programs starting Sept. 
22. KOMO. 

Argonaut Grill, 13 fifty-word an- 
nouncements. KJR. 

Jenkins Engineering Co., 
announcements starting 
KOMO and KJR. 

Knox Co., series of 13 Sunday pro- 
grams, electrical transcription, ‘Cys- 


series of 
Sept. 27. 








tes Newspaper Adventures,” starts 
Oct. 1. KOMO. 
THE 





SIZZ- 
LERS 


NBC RED NETWORK 
Mon., Tues. and Thurs. Nights 
WTAM, CLEVELAND 
Mon,., Wed. and Fri. Nights 


“You'll like the  Sizzlers’’—Air- 
caster (Mike Porter), New York 
Evening Journal, 


Personal Direction CHARLES A. BAYHA 








RUBY 
NORTON 


JACK CURTIS 





CURTIS and ALLEN 
Palace Theatre Bldg, New York 














THE GREEK AMBASSADOR 
OF GOOD WILL 


GEORGE 
GIVOT 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s 
“HOLLYWOOD PARTY" 
NOW IN PRODUCTION 


Sole Direction 
HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York 








NETWORK NOT ENOUGH 


Alka-Seltzer Will Use Spot Shows 
To Augment 





Chicago, Sept. 138. 
In addition to their regular NBC 
show with the WLS Barn Dance, 
Alka-Seltzer is now figuring out a 


program of discs to spot on terri. 


tories possibly not caught by the 
network. Starting on Oct. 1 with 
about three or four stations on a 
test. 

Placed through the local Wade 


agency the discs are labeled ‘Com. 
edy Stars of Hollywood,’ recordea 
by the Freeman-Lang outfit on the 
Coast. 








Tait’s Revived Again 
San Francisco, Sept. 18. 
Old Tait’s at the Beach cafe ig 
due to reopen Oct. 4 as the Edge. 
water Beach Club, with Griff Wil. 


liams’ band. 
Dine and dance spot being op- 
erated by Sam Nussbaum, who 


catered there in the old days. With 
him is the former chef of the Levi- 
athan, and another cook, the trio 
pooling their resources to start the 
place. 

No broadcasting. 








SIDNEY 


RAPHAEL 


AND His 


MUSICAL 
PORTRAITS 


Daily Except 
Saturday 
WABC Networks 


Columbia Broadcasting System 














DOLPHE 







And His 
ORCHESTRA 





Leal 
TYDOL HOUR 


7:30 P. M., Mon.-Wed.-Fri. 


CBS 











A Ben Rocke Production 











The Nit Wits 
of the 
Networks 


WHITE 
OWL 


WABC 


Every 
Wednesday 
a . 

at 9:30 P 


BURNS : ALLEN 


Dir.: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 




















STEIN 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 
6th MONTH 
225 CLUB, CHICAGO 


Broadcasting Nightly 8:30 P. M. 
and 12:45 A. M. 
KYW, CHICAGO 
Evans Fur Program 
11:30 A, M., WBBM, Chicago 

























TIM perce IRENE 


RYAN and NOBLETTE 
Brown Derby and Humboldt Beer 


Mon. and Fri., 9:45 P.M., PST., 
KGO Network 
Carefree Carnival, Tues., 9 P.M., 


KPO Network 
SAN FRANCISCO 


NBC 











For That Boy Part 


ANDY 
DONNELLY 


Star of Several Com- 
mercial Network Kid 
Series 











Write: Mrs. 


M. Donnelly, Variety, N. Y- 
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Most Played on the Air Last Week 





through-Friday week, regularly. 





To familiarize the rest of the country with the tunes most sung 
and played on the air around New York, the following is the com- 
pilation for last week. This tabulation will continue regularly. 

In answer to inquiries, these plugs are figured on a Saturday- 


Tabulation in turn is broken down into two divisions: 
of plugs on the major networks (WEAF and WJZ of the NBC chain. 
and WABC, key station of CBS), along with the total of plugs on 
New York's two most important independent stations—WOR and 


WMCA. 
WEAF 
WJZ WOR 

Title WABC WMCA Total 
‘Love Is the Sweetest Thing’....... 31 14 45 
. UN =F ey ee re | 14 41 
eee eee DE cau ccccvescéoc céeeee ae 16 41 
‘Swingy Little Thingy’ ...... Kéekan es ae 11 32 
‘Shadows on the Swanee’ .......... 22 10 32 
GE arb bdaede bveee lee ces eeukeas 22 9 31 
ame OE Se TOWN wiviiecice swdian 13 17 30 
‘Hold Your Man’ ....... rire’ verre 25 5 30 
. gk ee ee 19 10 29 
‘This Time It’s Love’ ...... bivehbes 19 10 29 
ate Se TOOMMOOED ca ccvcevcecuvsvese 29 7 26 
— 6 frre eee seeseee 17 8 25 
ee - WRURUN oes ceccecces sivasson ae 11 24 
‘Marching Along Together’ ......... 17 6 23 
‘The Night We Met’ ........ jcebecas am 10 22 
"“Aintena Gilad? ...coce cee de eeaeee a 7 22 
Touisiana Lullaby’ ...6s.cts. ae 9 22 
»o i By i. ee iVatavensabens 25 5 22 
‘Life’s So Complete’ ...... seeedbene 14 6 20 
‘Under a Blanket of Blue’ .......... 12 8 20 


Number 








CHEZ PAREE 


Chicago, Sept. 14. 
Leading the Chicago cafe boom 
is the Chez Paree, owned and man- 
aged by one of the best known night 
club operators in the United States, 
Mike Fritzel. Spot previously Chez 
Pierre, seats about 600 and is situ- 





ated on the near north side on a 
side street. On the second floor of 
a remodeled warehouse but king of 
the nite clubs here. Decorated in 











Come Up and See Us 
Some Time, Sez Victor 


To Hot Bing Crosby 


Bing Crosby is the present-day 
disc best seller. He’s on Brunswick 
receiving $200 a side for recording 
or $400 per two-faced disk. The 
crooner also collects a royalty, but 
disk sales being what they are the 
royalty thing is relatively less im- 
portant. 

Victor is flirting with Crosby to 
come up and see them some time— 
at $1,000 per recording. The five-ply 
increase by Victor is in line with its 
idea to rehabilitate its disk biz. 

Jack Kapp, Brunswick’s record- 
ing talent manager, is currently in 
Hollywood trying to dissuade Crosby 
from making any switch in view 
of Brunswick’s progressiveness in 
building him up. 


BEILEN WITH KEIT-E. 
ON COAST FILM MUSIC 


Al Beilen from Chicago was in 
New York last week and worked out 
a deal with Keit-Engel to take over 
the Pacific Coast territory with 
headquarters in Hollywood. Keit- 
Engel wants to get into the studio 
end out there. 

Beilen was the dean of the Chi- 
cago music trade for years after 
Rocco Vocco scrammed that burg. 
For the past year Beilen has been 
in the orchestra booking business 
as an executive of Kennaway, Inc. 
He is rated one of the ace men in 
music, 

Beilen will take up his new job 
Oct. 1. Meanwhile, he will break up 
his home in Chicago. 

















An Old Favorite 
And an my one, 
too, is 


PAUL ASH 


who with his usually 
great orchestra is heard 
daily under the Pabst Blue 
Ribbon sponsorship at the 
Chicago World's Fair, via 
NBC. Discriminating Paul 
Ash features 

“HOLD YOUR MAN” 

“DON’T BLAME ME" 

Rice +e os faa TO- 





“WLL BE FAITHFUL” 
“YOU'VE GOT EVERYTHING” 


ROBBINS 


uGSIC CORPORATION 
ull “NEW YORK nt 


MILTON 
DOUGLAS 


Acclaimed by Press and Public 
Outstanding Young American 
Baritone 


> 
APPEARING INDEFINITELY 
BEN MARDEN’S 


RIVIERA 
—_Y 
Management 
JACK BERTELL 
LYONS & LYONS-BATCHELOR-ENGILL 
PARAMOUNT BUILDING 























JACK ROBBINS BACK 


Prefers Publishing End to Studio 
Job 


Jack Robbins gets in today (Tues- 
day) from Hollywood where, after 
being elevated to the post of 
head screen-musical consultant in 
\ictro’s film-musical production, he 
decided to forego Hollywood and 
stick to music publishing. Robbins 
was payrolled at $500 a week on 
the MGM lot but tired of the run- 
arcund and the proverbial Holly- 
wood stalling. In addition, when 
finding his ideas not executed with 
the same dispatch as in his pub- 
lishing business he cancelled his 
ccntract. 

Metro, as 51% owner of Robbins 
Music Corp., enlisted its ally to 
enter into the studio employ this 
summer, in view of the renewed 
boom in film musicals. Robbins, 
instead, prefers to make flying trips 
to the coast on occasion but main- 
tains his headquarters in New York, 
where his family are established. 
Metro’s idea was ‘or Robbins to 
transplant his residence to the 
coast. 

Jack Bregman, general manager 
of the firm, had been at the helm 
in Robbins’ absence. Latter is 
bringing back with him Walter 
Donaldson, who will become a Rob- 
bins contract writer, teamed with 
Mort Dixon. Donaldson still re- 
tains an interest in the Donaldson- 
Douglas-Gumble music pub firm, 
but isn’t exclusively committed to 
them as a writer. 


Classification Rushed 
Thru ASCAP to Duck 
Flood of Complaints 


Writer coterie of the board of di- 
rectors of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
held their classification meeting 
last Wednesday (13), which was 
two weeks ahead of the usual time, 
and thereby escaped a flood of re- 
quests for boosts in rating. Classi- 
fication get-togethers for both the 
publisher and author groups are, as 
a rule, held at the end of each third 
month. 

Dissatisfaction with the deal 
they’ve been getting from their own 
reps on the board with regard to 
the adjustment of class ranking has 
reached the point where the writers 
are talking of appealing to the pub- 
lisher group for mediation, Biggest 
obstacle that the writers have to 
contend with is the ASCAP bylaws, 
which makes the membership of the 
board self-perpetuating instead of 
leaving their selection to a vote of 
rank and file. 











KEMP ON 1-NITERS 


Chicago, Sept. 18. 
Hal Kemp steps out of the Black 
Hawk cafe next week for a month 
or six weeks of one nighters on 
the road. Jan Garber band replac- 
ing for the interim and then back 
into the southside Trianon ball- 


room. 
Kemp comes back to the cafe fol- 














lowing the tour. 





the style moderne spelled with an 
‘e’ nowadays, it’s getting the play 
of the town. Plenty of room, with a 
large dance floor, plus subdued 
lighting. Serves a two-dollar dinner. 

This nite place has played the 
higgest names from legit, pictures 
and vaude. At present their show 
is headlined by the Yacht Club 
Boys, who opened this week, the 
DeMarcos, Frances Langford, Vivian 
Fay, Ina Ray, a line of 16 girls, 
and’Tom Gerun band. Three shows 
a night, 8:00 o’clock, 11:45 and 2:15. 
An m.c. for the acts and run like 
a show. 

DeMarcos being held over for an 
extra four weeks, but with several 
new dances. First one a slow dance 
with the second some fast whirls 
and lifts, with an extra encore 
thrown in. Miss Langford uses a 
mike and is known, having been on 
sustaining programs in the East. 
An extraordinarily fine toe dancer 
is Miss Faye, also playing a return 
engagcment, while Ina Ray is a 
dancing, singing blonde soubrette. 
She does singles and numbers with 
the chorus. 

Of course, the punch and big 
moment of the show is the Yacht 
Club Boys. They are filling in a 
three-week engagement then going 
back to the Embassy Club in N. Y. 
It was questioned for a while if 
Chicago would understand songs 
about Broadway. There was no 
question after the first show. The 
four boys are master showmen and 
they know not only how to take 
it but to serve it. They are mixers, 
which means good night club en- 
te: tainers. 

After the show a_ five-piece 
Hawaiian orchestra gives the cus 
tomers a chance to show off their 
tango. Then later, Tom Gerun gives 
them exactly the tempo Chicago 
likes. Gerun, a good-looking fellow 
with an easy flow of language, ha3 
a very nice dance band plus enough 
novelty numovers, crooners and spe- 
cialties to make his own spot. 


NUT CLUB, N. Y. 


New York, Sept. 14. 

Meyer Horowitz has reopened his 
Village Grove Nut Club, now New 
York’s sole frank institution for nite 
life nuttery addicts. It’s a no-cou- 
vert establishment where the in- 
mates must satisfy a $1.50 minimum 
check, for which Milton Spielman’s 
danc> band and floor show paced by 





Hughie Clark hold forth in ex- 
change. Most prominent among the 
talent is Elsie Gilbert with a quiver- 
ing sense of showmanship, whose al 
fresco method of working is well 
suited to the hotcha tempo of the 
room. Others in the show ars 
Blanche Lytell, a Village fav; Jim 
Kelso, Frank Wheeler, Gil Rams- 
ford; Red Davis and Marion Bailor. 

It has already established itself as 
a cinch dividend-getter at Horo- 
witz’s sister spot, the Village Barn, 
which has been doing plenty all 
right for its impresario over the 
summer. The Nut factory has been 
shuttered, reopening for the fall 
season. When La Belle Rose, the 
sponsor’s pseudo-maniacal Scotch 
performer ‘in drag’ gets back in 
November or thereabouts, after be- 
ing deported for quota laches, that 
will probably be further occasion 
for ‘premiere’ festivities. 

Meantime, in time-honored sea- 
sonal reopening, Horowitz pulled a 
smart stunt in a press preview de- 
but to get rid of the on-the-cuff 
trade all at once. Judging by the 
unveiling and the same hey-hey 
spirit of tomfoolery he should again 


manage a better than fair eenson, 
Abel. 


Biltmore Hotel, N. Y. 


(DON BESTOR) 


New York, Sept. 13. 

Cascades atop the Hotel Biltmore 
has a new and good dance attrac- 
tion in Don Bestor and his or- 
chestra, The combo has_ been 
around New York latterly putting 
the Lexington hotel on the map and 
before that at the New Yorker, 
besides going commercial for 
Nestle’s. It knows how to purvey 
commercial dance music, i.e., dansa- 
pation that’s rhythmically compell- 
ing without becoming too flossy in 
orchestrating. 

With the combo there is Florence 
Case, wide-range soprano of better 
than average quality, who in the 
aecepted band style of the day sits 
in with the boys and warbles into 
the mike. (There’s an NBC wire 
into the hotel.) 

Barry Devine, a baritone, is m.« 
Minor and Root dance and Floria 
Armstrong rounds out the support- 
ing show. Couvert after 10 is $1 

Abel. 





Irving Geller, long a pianist in 
Phil Romano's orchestra, opened 
with his own unit at Powell Inn, 
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Victor-Mills Partnered in Hopeful 
Alliance to Revive Disc Sales 


A deal of unusual significance is] 


the affiliation closed this past week 


between RCA Victor records and 


Irving Mills, the talent manager. 
Victor has enlisted Mills’ experi 
ence and services as an advisor. 
talent scout and recorder without 
Mills divesting himself from his 
manifold outside interests as man- 
ager and producer. This is un- 
usual for the conservative RCA 
Victor in that it doesn’t insist on 
Mills’ exclusive services, 

It’s a new berth for Victor. It’s 
comparable to nothing.in record- 
ing annals in that Mills has auto- 
cratic power to sign anything he 
pleases for recording by Victor and 
to exploit and create new talent. 
Of course, with this new deal, Mills 
brings over with him his three- 
ply ace attractions, Duke Elling- 
ton, Cab Calloway and Mills’ Blue 
Rhythm orchestra. Al] these were 
exclusive Brunswick recording art- 


ists. They now become ditto for 


Victor. Fred Erdmann, the Victor 
recording head man, made the deal 
with Mills. 

Mills, with these and other or- 
chestras, has been one of the most 
prolific recorders in the business. 
In 1929-30 his many orchestras 
which he controls, recording under 
noms-de-disks for every record 
company, made more popular dance 
records than all the other dance 
bands combined on all labels. 


Selig As Go-Between 


Mills is assigning his recently 
added publicist, Al Selig, to the 
task of co-operating with the Cam- 
den, N. J., headquarters of RCA 
Victor on the new recording set- 
up. It’s in line with the planned 
rehabilitation of Victor’s record 
business as elsewhere set forth, 

Calloway starts this week on his 
new chores for Victor with a quar- 
tet of tunes, ‘Lady With a Fan,’ ‘I 
Learned About Women From Her,’ 





Harlem Hospitality’ and ‘I I 
Bite My Baby on the Ne I 
ton will record next we 
tor. 
Mills plans talent trips to Chiand 
Los Angeles shortly where he will 


contact all talent with a view to 
Victor recording. He is authorized 
to make top offers for all desirable 
talent, 

Mills thinks he can make the 
country more record-conscious or 
as much as it was in the past. 
Among Publicist Selig’s tasks will 
be the lining up of record review 
departments in publications such 
as was first inaugurated in Va- 
RIETY but recently abandoned with 
the dwindling sales. 

RCA Victor has gone over its 
past records and found that Victor 
record business in certain halcyon 
years has been at the rate of 
$18,000,000 to $20,000,000. With this 
thought in mind, Victor is setting 
aside a $350,000 advertising cam- 
paign budget on behalf of the rec- 
ore end and $200,000 for the radio 
adjunct for this fall and winter. 

Victor believes the time propi- 
ticus for the comeback of the rec- 
ora business, what with conditions, 
etc., and is proceeding towards that 
end via a build-up of its name 
artists. 

Victor’s retailing outlets through 
the medium of the many RCA radio 
machine dealers are likewise favor- 
ably regarded as an asset. 








PALMER HOUSE STICKS 

Chicago, Sept. 18. 
Palmer House is out to keep its 
Empire Room big after World's 
Fair close. Now dickering with 
the Eddie Duchin orchestra for a 

session starting about Oct. 15. 
House is switching its entire 
floor show along with the Duchin 
entry, retaining only the present 
line of Abbott girls, Until this 
summer Palmer House conserva- 

tively sidestepped dance bands, 
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Code Hearings; Pic House Girls Work 


93-Hr. Wks. for $26; Some Got $20 


Washington, Sept. 18. 

Two vaudeville actors’ codes are 
involved in the hearings here on 
the stage phase of the motion pic- 
ture code, and while they're similar 
in most respects, both are being 
campaigned for separately. The 
ABA has one and the NVA another. 
Henry Chesterfield is here for the 
NVA and Ralph Whitehead for the 
ABA. 

Whitehead is confined at Emerg- 
ency hospital with a bruised hip, 
suffered in a fall in a hotel, so an 
attorney, Abner J. Rubien, is doing 
the ABA's talking for him. Georgie 
Price addressed the hearing assem- 
blage before Administrator Rosen- 
blatt, in behalf of the ABA, and 
Chesterfield spoke for the NVA. 
But of all the speakers on the stage 
end, it was Dorothy Bryant of 
Chorus Equity who got most of the 
attention. Mrs. Bryant brought the 
code committee’s attention to some 
deplorable conditions as they cur- 
rently exist for line girls and men 
in the vaude and picture houses, her 
plea containing fireworks for the 
crowd at the hearing. 

According to the Chorus Equity 
statistics as presented by Mrs. 
Bryant, 5,500 members were placed 
in presentations, unit: and picture 
house lines during whe past year 
ending in August. They earned 
$515.62 on an average for 22% 
weeks’ work, of which five weeks 
were free rehearsal periods. Indi- 
vidual instances mentioned con- 

“eerned the lines at the old Roxy, 
Music Hall, Capitol and Paramount 
theatres in New York. 

In one week at the old Roxy, Mrs. 


(Continued on page 49) 





Expansion of Loew 


Vode Awaits NRA Code 


The agents are waiting for 
Loew's to open some more theatres 
with combo policies and Loew's is 
waiting for the NRA code. 

Agents feel that Loew's would 
like to add some more time for acts 
and all concerned are expectant, 
but the circuit seems chary of any 


new moves until later. 


Sat. Midnights Only 


Hamilton, O., Sept. 18. 


Taft's Paramount, straight pic- 
tures, is introducing single Satur- 





day midnight stage shows, begin- 
ning with the A. B. Marcus’ ‘A 
Nicht at the Folies Bergere, with 


all seats reserved. 
The town is billed like a circus. 





ROBINSON’S SIDE LINE 


Bill Robinson is to continue the 
late Billy Pierce’s dancing school 
in New York. The colored dancer 
was one of the late Pierce’s most 
eminent pupils. 

Robinson will likewise continue 
his activities in addition to super- 
vising the dancing school. 





TUCKER SET FOR UNIT 


Anatole Friedland, with William 
Morris office booking, is reviving his 
50,000,000 Frenchmen’ tav. Will 
earry about 50 people. 

Leads not set, but Sophie Tucker 
likely for top billing. 




















An Open 


Letter to 


to take charge of the sales. 


HODKINS’ PLIGHT 


Getting Up a Collection For Former 
Chi Vaude Man 








Chicago, Sept. 18. 

Charles Hodkins, whose name 20 
years ago meant a solid year’s work 
for any act, whose southwest cir- 
cuit was more famous than Gus 
Sun's and who up to about five years 
ago was the Western representative 
for the Pantages Circuit, is now in 
the Cook County poorhouse. 

Hodkins, who is about 65 years 
old, eked out a living until about a 
year ago, then started to go blind 
with cataracts on both eyes. Some 
of his show friends now trying to 
get up a collection. 





SEE POLI BUYING BACK 
NEW ENGLAND CHAIN 


Hartford, Sept. 18. 

Judge Edwin Thomas of the 
United States District Court ordered 
that the Fox New England Theatre, 
Inc., of around 17 theatres, be sold 
at public auction starting Oct. 16 
and ending within days. 
While the original price paid to S. 


seven 


Z. Poli, some years ago, was $26,000,- 


000, the court arrived at a total 
forced sale minimum for the chain 
at $2,065,000 in Connecticut and 
$826,000 in Massachusetts. 

The consolidated decree ot fore- 
closure was signed by the court on 
application of Attorney Carlos L. 
Israels of New York City and Boyd 
Curtis for the New York Trust 
company. 

The sale will be held at public 


auction in front of the Capitol, Hart- 


ford, Oct. 16 and at the Palace, 
Springfield, for Massachusetts as- 
sets on Oct. 24. 
Attorney Thor.:s J. Spellacy of 
Hartford was nam:d special master 
Spellacy 
had been receiver with Atty. Ben 
Slade of New Haven and Samuel 
Spring of New Rochelle, N. Y. 
Reports have been current that S. 
Z. Poli is contemplating re-entering 
the field in which he made his for- 
tune by taking back the properties. 
Mr. Poli is owner of 76% of the 
mortgage bonds and is believed to 
be the person arranging to take 
over the circuit which is being con- 
ducted by his former partner, Louis 
Sagal, and a nephew, Adelmo Van- 
nai, 

A spokesman for Poli stated that 





Morris with 7!4 Wks. Tops NY. Indie 
Books—Fisher-Pan Get 2 More Towns 





Addition of Zanesville, O., and 
Amsterdam, N. Y., two five-act 
splits, gives the Lawrence Golde 
vaude book in the William Morris 
office another full week and makes 
it the largest in the New York indie 
field. 

With seven and a half weeks the 
Golde time also exceeds all circuit 
books excepting Loew’s. 

tooked by Golde besides Zanes- 
ville and Amsterdam are Indian- 
apolis, Boston (Scollay Sq.), To- 
ronto, Youngstown, Akron and 
Buffalo. 





Fisher-Pan’s Jump-Breakers 

Hartman, Columbus, and Pitt, 
Pittsburgh, both full weeks and 
playing five and seven acts, respec- 
tively, go on the Arthur Fisher- 
Pantages vaude book in New York 
for spot bookings, pending opening 
of the seven Pan weeks on the west 
coast. Colun.bus opens Oct. 22 and 
Pittsburgh a week later. 

When the Pan time opens in Oc- 
tober the two midwestern houses 
will be jump-breakers for the five- 





act unit bills, following the New 
York *reak-in time on the Fisher 
book. 
Two In Ottawa 
Ottawa, Sept. 18. 

Rideau theatre stage is in use 
once more with the adoption of 
vaudeville as a regular feature 
along with films, the acts being 


presented twice daily. Manager T. 


All Night Auto Jump 
Wins Law’s Sympathy 








London, Canada, Sept. 18 

County Magistrate C. W. Hawk- 
shaw listened with sympathetic 
ears to a plea that the ‘show busi- 
ness is tou,h this year’ when he 
suspended sentence on John Crooks, 
American actor, who is playing in 
this territory and who pleaded 
guilty to reckless driving. 

Crooks admitted he fell asleep at 
the wheel of Putt Mossman’s car 
as it turned over on No. 2 highway 
while enroute. Sharp-shooter act 
was making an all night motor 
jump from Kingston to London. 


R. Tubman of the Capitol has also 
announced stage presentations for 
this season, thus giving the natives 
Lope for more shows. 

Incidentally, French films have 
died out despite the fact that one. 
third of Ottawa speaks French, 
British film bookings are increasing 
because they are cheap and the pix, 
are improving in quality. 





Syracuse Ups Gate 


- Syracuse, Sept. 18. 

With the restoration of vaude. 
ville reported handing in the bal- 
ance, managers and the stage. 
hands union are attempting to 
write a new contract. Original de- 
mand —the union asks an $80-$75 
scale for a crew of seven was about 
right, Three would receive the $80 
figure, four the $75. 

Exhibitors’ counter offer, new be- 
fore the union, calls for a 10% re-« 
duction in the present scale for nine 
months, a 25% slash for the three 
Summer months of May, June and 
July. A month’s theatrical holiday 
last. spring ended with the tnions 
accepting a 25% cut for the summer 
period. 

Present scale when stage shows 
are played gives the carpenter a $74 
top, with three men receiving $69.50 
and three more $64.50. 

When a straight talker policy is 
followed the major houses employ 
two men back stage at $55 each. 

While negotiations continue RKO 
Keith’s is moving to test the 
drawing power of stage shows next 
week and one following. ‘Vanities’ 
opens Friday, with the Duncan 
show, “Topsy and Eva,’ set to suc- 
ceed it. Keith's will advance its box 
office top to 55c. for the combina- 
tion bills. 





Lincoln Welcomes Vaud 


Lincoln, Sept. 18. 

Flesh is here again and welcome, 
The Orpheum came through with 
bookings by Amy Cox and made 
box office history. For example, the 
total gross for the last week of pics 
at the house was very near $300. 
The second Monday of the flesh pol- 
icy netted $528 for the single day 
and no pic help. 

The indies put a stage offering in 
the Rialto, but it didn’t click. But 
the opposition took over the torch 
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them on the deal which transferred hg te pas 8, Oe pig tag fewer pera nd eats sq 
p a the properties to the Fox interests : ' 2 Rape Sens OF aie ar 
Dear Jack: in 1930 ie 
Let me take this opportunity Andrew J. Collins of South Nor-| ; - ed 
to publicly thank you for making — and caine Gil of Marttene ! es 
. . : rere appointed appraisers and or- aD ee 3 u 
it possible for me to continue to dered to report to the clerk of courts ae ’ Q 
break box-office records. not later than Oct. 2. The order \ 
‘ ° ; , stipulates that the circuit may be , @n 
In my Pear scqganerr re pe te the sold in part or in whole. : th 
greatest living writer tor show eos . S 
business, and that takes in every- ‘ _ EN do 
thing from pictures, musical com- Topsy’s Laid Up , oa 
edy, vaudeville to radio. Rosetta Duncan's illness has ri 
? ee forced cancellation of next week’s ‘ 
In deep appreciation > = 
sa icin oe ate (Sept. 22) RKO Boston booking of al &X ut OFFi , 
SOPHIE TUCKER. the Duncan Sisters’ ‘Topsy and Eva’ ener. ec ive tices. en 
tab. Show lays off that week, with th: 
Rosetta going to a New York hos- | 
pital for a minor operation. The ye 
girls are finishing out their current ev 
week at the Albee, Brooklyn. ar 
Show resumes its RKO route th 
= Sept. 29 at Syracuse and will play th: 
Bosto# at an open date later on 
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i160 WEST 46"ST-: int 
JOIN THE ACTORS’ BETTERMENT ASSOCIATION! Par Ups B F; BR en 
ar Ups Benny Figure yant 9-7800 NEW YORK CITY th 
mé 









OF VAUDEVILLE, PICTURE PRESENTATION THEA- 
TRES, CABARETS, CLUBS, BURLESQUE, CIRCUS, 
CARNIVALS AND OTHER OUTDOOR AMUSEMENTS 


Jack Benny and a unit are set for 
the Broadway at $6,000 plus per- 
centage. Jans and Whalen and 
either Lita Gray Chaplin or Frances 
Williams will be in support. On 
the road, latter was with Bénny. 
Lyons & Lyons booked. 

The 6G is a $1,000 increase 
the act. 


J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


°° 

The NRA gives every man in the United States the right to col- 
lective bargaining. We performers are going to accept President 
Franklin D. Rooseve'!t’s invitation to assist in the nation’s recovery 


program. 
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The Actors’ Betterment Association, Inc., 228 West 47th St., New -——————_- —-- —_ 
York City, is affiliating wit’ the great American Federation of ‘ ; MARVIN H SCHENCK _ 
Labor through membership 11 the Associated Actors and Artistes Nix Raft at $5,000 ° + 
. of America (representing 15,000 American actors). The ABA is . BOOKING MANAGER sio 
being granted the American Artistes Federation charter, covering ieorge Raft, in the east on a . 
for the A. F. of L. the fields not already covered by Actors’ Equity vacation and interested in person- 
Association. als, has been turned down by the ert 
Paramount, N. Y., because of de- or 

{ li r ~ _ - — NN —————— ] 

SEND IN YOUR APPLICATION TODAY TO "ies wisiea GE Gee x Geek. Des -—-= en 

THE ACTOR'S BETTERMENT ASSOCIATION dropped its negotiations altogether. WANTED thr 

ne tha 

THE INITIATION FEE IS $5. THE DUES ARE $12 YEARLY, ici ; mee 
PAYABLE SEMI-ANNUALLY ON MARCH 1 AND SEPTEMBER HERBERT-HALLIDAY TEAM Capable publicity man to handle psychic act. ing 











1. ALL CHECKS AND MONEY ORDERS MUST BE MADE Robert Halliday and Evelyn Her- Steady work an - 
PAYABLE TO THE ACTORS’ BETTERMENT ASSOCIATION, [| bert as a team are set for some Ph ane: Bs te and salary assured. Address all com } oom 
INC. combo theatre dates. They open in ani 


Philadelphia for Warner Bros. Oct. 
29, booked by Lyons & Lyons. 

Eddy Duchin’s Central Park 
Casino, also via L. & I.., opens at 
the Met, Boston, Oct. 22. 


JAY CLARKE 


C/o VARIETY, 6282 Hollywood Bvid., Hollywood 


BE A CHARTER MEMBER AND SAVE MONEY! 
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£95,000 Guarantee, 


Jolson-Keeler-Whiteman at Capitol 


+ 


Al Jolson, Ruby Keeler and Paul 
Whiteman’s band as a stage com- 
bination will get a $25,000 guaran- 
tee plus a percentage split for a 
week at the Capitol, New York. 
Tentative date is Oct. 6, pending 
answer on a request to the Paradise 
restaurant to postpone Whiteman’s 
opening there, scheduled for Oct. 8. 


The $25,000 guarantee on a deal 
worked out for the threesome by 
the William Morris office will stand 
against a 50-50 split with the house 
over a gross of $70,000, The Capi- 
tol’s recent business average has 
“been around $50,000 or $20,000 under 
the show’s percentage figure, but at 
present scale it’s possible for the 
house to better $100,000. Likelihood 
is that the Capitol will go on a five- 
show daily basis all week to en- 
courage such a gross. 

The $25,000 guarantee is the larg- 
est ever made in a picture or vaude 
house booking. Jolson also holds 
the previous record high of $20,000, 
which he drew at the Capitol three 
years ago as a single. This time it’s 
understood to be figured On a basis 
of $20,000 for Keeler and Jolson and 
$5,000 for the Whiteman band, with 
chances all will draw down con- 
siderably more on the percentage 
split. 





Philly, pwr Want 
Dirt Is Acts’ Reply 
To Midwest Blushes 


Chicago, Sept. 18. 

Vaude bookers and managers in 
the midwest want to know what’s 
the matter with Philadelphia and 
Boston. They must be the two most 
honky-tonk towns in the world, ac- 
cording to ideas spread around by 
the acts coming out of that section. 
Whenever a booker or manager 
squawks about the off-color lines 
and business in a turn, the act’s 
reply is that they ate it up in Philly 
or Boston. They never mention 
New York or Baltimore or Pitts- 
burgh or Washington, just the 
Quaker burg and Beantown. 


There has been much criticism 
among vaude bookers and houses in 
the midwest about offside material 
in acts coming through. Especially 
does it get under the skin of the 
vVaude men when so many standard 
acts who have done clean cut turns 
in: the past come through with 
messed up routines. In most cases 
it’s not a question of the vaude boys 
here going Miss Purity. Acts admit 
that they’re dirtying it up. 

Maybe the midwest is a couple of 
years behind the east. But what- 
ever it is the midwest vaudemen 
are doing plenty of yelling about 
the raw material on the acts coming 
through. 

It appears that the radio sapolio 
influence is making midwest audi- 
ences conscious of the blue stuff on 
the stage following the pure white 
material on the ether. 





Morales’ Pooches Left 
Out in Property Sale 


Syracuse, Sept. 18. 

O. L. Smith, of Utica, wanted to 
buy a tmuck, but he had to purchase 
16 dogs in order io gain its posses- 
sion, 

Truck and canines were the prop- 
erty of Sanchos Morales, circus and 
vaudeville dog trainer, committed to 
Willard State hospital following a 
nervous breakdown while motorin: 
through this section last June Since | 
that time the dogs had been cz red | 
for at the Syracuse S.P.C.A., giv- | 
ing that institution a problem 

Bidding $300 for the truck 
trick canines, Smith advised 
animal shelter management that he 
was only interested in the form« 
and walked out on the dogs 

The S.P.C.A.’s final solution 


and | 


was | 


to dispose of them to callers seeking | Ja 


pets 


Pet. Split for 





From Milton to Aimee 





Eddie Miller is doing straight 
for Milton Berle for his cur- 
rent State appearance. 

Next week Miller goes up 
and across the street to the 
Capitol to straight for Aimee 
McPherson. 


Aimee’s Share 
Small Despite 
Her Fast One 











Minneapolis, Sept. 18. 


Aimee Semple McPherson, show- 
woman, evangelist, devised a new 
method of coaxing the shekels into 
the collection boxes at her revival 
meetings on the final day when all 
of the takings go to her. It’s a real 
fast one. 

Aimee asks everybody who cares 
to contribute to rise, please. At 
the same time, the organist has in- 
structions to play ‘The Star Span- 
gled Banner.’ Of course, everybody 
gets up on their feet. 

In Minneapolis, however, the 11- 
day session didn’t prove so profit- 
able for the evangelist. The big- 
gest crowd ever attracted to the 
municipal auditorium, 11,000 inside 
the main auditorium, 3,000 in the 
exhibition hall and 2,000 outside, 
came across only to the tune of 
$1,141, and that’s all Aimee took 
away with her as the pay-off for 11 
days of hard work. Receipts of the 
first 10 days, less expenses, went 
to local charities, the latter bene- 
fiting to the extent of $670. 

Considering that her hubby, 
David L. Hutton, came to town 
during the campaign and got $1,500 
for a week’s vaudeville engagement, 
Aimee must have been plenty dis- 
appointed with the last day’s free- 
will offering which went entirely to 
her. 

It was reported heise that Aimee 
sent for Hutton to come here en 
route to New York when it looked 
as though her campaign was flop- 
ping. His arrival brought plenty of 
more free newspaper publicity both 
for her and Hutton. In newspaper 
interviews he threw plenty of 
verbal brick bats at his frau. Then 
he went up to the auditorium one 
of the evenings and led the choir 
in singing for her. On the day of 
his departure he claimed to have 
received a kidnapping threat and 
had a police department escort ac- 
company him to the railroad sta- 
tion. Figuring it was a publicity 
stunt, the newspapers didn’t give 
the affair much space 

In the collection boxes on the last 


NA SUPER GAN 
Be HOUOEKEEPER 


NVA Investigator’s Recom- 
mendations to N.Y. Dep’t 
of Social Welfare — Ad- 
vises Committee of Three 
to Write and _ Enforce 
Rules—No Blanket Pun- 
ishment for Individual In- 
fractions 


DR. AS NEW HEAD 


Removal of Mrs. Katherine Mur- 
phy as superintendent of the NVA 
Sanitarium at Saranac Lake was 
officially recommended yesterday 
(Monday) to the New York State 
Department of Social Welfare by 
its special investigator, Dr. David 
Park. 


It was further recommended by 
Park that a medical director be ap- 
pointed to head the San, with the 
provision that he devote all his 
time to the administration job. 

It was previously reported that 
Dr. Park had considered’ advising 
appointment of Dr. Edgar Mayer, 
present medical head of the San, 
as supervisor, but that Mayer's out- 
side practice prevented him from 
doing so. It’s the State’s policy 
to ask sanitarium heads for un- 
divided attention. Understanding is 
that Dr. Mayer has declined to re- 
linqguish his own practice and re- 
search work. 

The Dr. Park recommendations 
were received in New York yester- 
day by the State Department’s 
committee of 12, of which three 
members will comprise a new com- 
mittee to carry out the suggestions, 
if adopted. Dr. Park’s investiga- 
tion was carried out for two 
months, including several trips to 
Saranac Lake and New York, and 
interviews with patients, ex-pa- 
tients, employees, officials and oth- 
ers at or with the NVA. 

Authority Clipped 

In regard to Mrs. Murphy, Dr. 
Park’s statement declared that be- 
yond her official conduct in run- 
ning all San affairs, she keeps the 
place clean, and therefore might re- 
main as housekeeper and buyer of 
supplies, but without authority 
over the patients. 

Another recommendation of Dr. 
-ark is that individuals who vio- 
late the San’s rule should be dealt 
with individually, and not in a 
manner that affects the whole pa- 
tient body. Under Mrs. Murphy’s 
punishment system the breaking of 
a rule by one or several patients 
has frequently resulted in suspen- 
sion of privileges for all patients, 
Dr. Park found. 

(Continued on page 44) 


STATE OUSTS MRS. MURPHY 
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8-Hour Larceny Day 





Charlie Williams is organiz- 
ing the gag men for a code. 

Only provision will be 
against stealing material over 
eight hours a day. Claims the 
gag lifters are now working on 
a 24-hour schedule. 


Pier's Labor Day 
Countup of 1306 
A Record for US. 











Atlantic City, Sept. 18. 

Figures completed on the Labor 
Day weekend business at the Steel 
Pier show a gross of $130,000, or 
approximately 175,000 admissions at 
75c apiece, for the three days (Sept. 
2-3-4). It might be the country’s 
record gross for a_ straight and 
strictly business theatrical enter- 
prise over a three-day period. 

Peak was hit on the second day 
(Sunday), when 74,000 paid admis- 
sions went through the gate. 

For their 75c the customers got 
a 12% hour show, comprising Amos 
’n’ Andy and Rudy Vallee in per- 
son, three first run pictures (‘Dr. 
Bull’-Fox ‘One Sunday Afternoon’- 
Par, ‘Paddy the Next Best Thing’- 
Fox), minstrel show, Mal Hallett’s 


dance orchestra for continuous 
hoofing, Hardeen (magic show), 
Hawaiian diving troupe, circus, 
wild animal show and a five-act 


vaude bill headed by Jack Pepper. 
Talent cost the Pier about $45,000 
in salaries, 

Amos ’n’ Andy, on percentage, 
were on a repeat engagement, hav- 
ing played the Pier earlier in the 
summer, along with Eddie Cantor, 
Burns and Allen and others. Black- 
face team did nine shows Satur- 
day, 12 Sunday and eight Monday 
(Labor Day). ; 


Pre-Cut for Weavers 


Weaver Brothers with their own 
unit are set at $4,500 for Loew's, 
RKO, etc., for a minimum of 10 
weeks commencing Oct. 6, opening 
in St. Louis. Lyons & Lyons 
booked ’em. ~~ 

The Weavers have been 
storming through the 
one-niters and doing 








barn- 
midwest on 
well. 











day, there was one $10 bill Pen- 
nies and nickels were most in evi- 
dence, however. 

Four-a-Day at $12,000 

Amos ’n’ Andv will do six shows 
a day at 1] \'s Paradise and 
Valencia thearr when they play 
there the wee! of Oct. 6-13. 

Blackface ai! am is in on a 
percentage deal arranged by the 
Morris office and which will av- 





them 


erage 


about $12,000 pel 
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‘and dance 


Mayhall’s Philly Berth 


Since last year, he has het 


neing locally 


| bound t 


Elaborate Screen Musicals Create 


New Hurdle for Flash Producers 


Musical 'e on its re- 
turn trip, 
heavy production numbers, is 


flash act 


picture 
with its ndency toward 
anex 
worry for the vaudeville 
producers. But it may be a breagé 
for the talent. 

hroducers feel that their acts, on 
what they have to spend and the 
sala and mechanical limitations 





they have to contend with, are | 
suffer enormously by com- 


Pittsburg! Sept 1f | Pé ison il the proauction pace | 
} ot man.|shown by ‘42d Street ‘Gold Dig | 
Jerry Mavyhall proauctio!l Mia! - | a | 
: , P ¢ gers of ’3: Moonlight and Pretzels 
ager at the Stanley here until Stage; &*©* A eas ; 
, , et |}and other film musical releases thu 
iows were aroppea a c < | ; 
f tinued ut ‘ yicture 
| June has been name¢ a nillar lal is continued if AuUtUT pictu! 
at the Stanley i Philadel- | producing 


Set Fast Pace 


udiences are both 


Rookers and 
underrate the skimpy 


«hes after seeing what can 


be done in pictures in the way of 
elaborate staging. This makes it 
tough for even the best of the vaude 
flashes today, most of which aren't 
on @ par with the turns of the 
past, anyway. 

According to the their 
only alternative is to put more ac- 
cent on the specialty talent and less 


producers, 


a 


Salaries Back to Par for Acts 
In Demand; Standards Getting Gwn 


Mostly on Percent 


Salaries are back to par for all 


acts that are in demand around the 


circuit booking _ offices. Furious 
booking pace accompanying the 
new season that has prevailed for 


the: past three weeks has depleted 
the supply of vaude material to the 


exient that good, standard acts are 


naming their own salaries and get- 
applies to such 
names as are wanted or needed by 
the name-playing theatres. 

Last semblance of the 
cuit pact which trimmed the va- 
riety salaries 25% or more last 
March, has disappeared in the past 
couple of weeks. The bookers are 
all booking their own theatres once 
more, and no questions asked. 

In many instances acts especial- 
ly in demand are not only back to 
the pre-agreement salary, but even 
higher. When a consensus among 
bookers revealed that no more than 
15 reliable next-to-closers were 
available a couple of weeks ago, 


(Continued on page 50) 


MORRIS, FOSTER 
PART COMPANY 


ting them. Same 


four-cir- 





William Morris agency's lengthy 
connection with Fosters’ London 
agency is being severed. Eric Wol- 
heim may supplant Fosters as 
Morris’ English booking representa- 
tive. 

Morris Foster connection has 
stood for about 25 years. In that 
period Morris has placed its British 
bookings exclusively through Fos- 
ter. Until recently the interchange 
of acts has been on a _ reciprocal 
basis, but recently Harry Foster 
was reported to have worked 
through other American agents 
over here. This is understood to 
have brought on the split. 


Another Morris foreign rep, Lou 
Wolfson, of the agency’s Paris of- 
fice, is back in New York, working 


with Nat Kalcheim on _ foreign 
placements. Latter has charge of 
the Morris foreign department. 


Wolfson had been in the Paris of- 
fice four years. 


Act Quits ‘Murder’ on 
One-Way Notice Terms 


Two hours before the opening of 
Earl Carroll's ‘Murder in the 
Vanities’ at the New Amsterdam on 
Broadway the team of Shaw and 
Lea walked out, telling the pro- 
ducer that if he felt that he was 
being ‘held up’ they would rather 
not open. Carroll had objecte€ to 
their insistence on a _ run-of-the- 
play contract and billing, stating 
that all in the cast were set on 
two weeks’ cancellation clauses, the 
notice resting with Carroll. 

The act had been led to believe 
through Carroll's agent-rep, Tom 
Rooney, that all was oke, but when 
Carroll's attitude was revealed, the 
team scrammed, although the pro- 
ducer stated he would sign run- 
of-the-play, although against his 
inclination. 








thought and expenditure on the - 

trimmings. The bookers have 

|okayed this attitude, having the Cooper Off Deep End 

same reaction as the producers to- 

ward picture comparisons, and be i 

| lieving that more talent, desjite Bert Cooper, artists’ rep whose 

scenic sacrifices, will result in’ im- | office seemin: ly has been in his hat, 

| proved entertainment value. judging by his 230 West 79th street, 
Although strengthening the talent | New York, address, seemingly his 

end lengthens the payroll, the sav- | reside nce, admits himself broke to 

ing On production costs can carry |the extent of $6,772. No assets 

;} part of the salary »urden eed Cooper’s brother Lou is also an 

producers deeiare agent. Both are brothers of Harry 


= 


8 rege ee 


awe 


WRB 


ae ree 


Aue 


te, 4 








oa 


VARIETY 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (Sept. 21) 
THIS WEEK (Sept. 14) 


Numerals In connection with bills below Inc.cate opening cay of 


show. whether full or split week 











RKO | 





NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (22) 
David Hutton 
Block & Sully 
The Rimacs Orch 
(Two to fill) 
(18) 

tilbert Bros 
Bellit & Lamb 
Gertrude Niesen 
Three Sailors 
Hackett & Carthay 

Academy 

ist half (22-26) 
3 White Flashes 
Roy Lee & Dunn 
Kay Hamilton 
Leavitt & Lockw'd 
Harry Reser Orch 

2a half (19-21) 
Russian Actors 
Joe Besser 
Benny Davis Rev 


Albee (22) 
Bernice Claire 
Joe Penner 

(18) 
Ch & J Preisser 
Gaudsmith Bros 





Christensen Bros 
Verne Buck Orch 
‘Don’t Bet on Love’ 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (23) 
Thrillers 
Barney Grant Co 
Lou Pollock Co 
William Demarest 
Gracella ’ T’dore 
1 


) 
Bryant Rains & ¥ 
2 Daveys 
Lillian Miles 
Owen McGivney 
Ben Blue Co 
Wager 
DAYTON, OHIO 
Ohio (16) 
‘Strike Me Pink’ 
DES MOINES, IA 
Keith's (23) 
‘Shuffle Along’ 
DETROIT 
Downtown (23) 
‘Strike Me Pink’ 
(16) 
Karre LeBaron Co 
Eleanor Powell 
Bert Lahr Co 
Eddie Garr 











ROXY 
AL VERDI 


Paramount Bklyn 
FRED ZIMBALIST 


Placed by 
LEDDY & SMITH 

















Molly Picon 
Joe Browning 


_ Prospect 

Ist half (23-26) 
Murray Lane Co 
Hunter & Percival 
Jack Randall 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (27-29) 
Hickey Bros 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (20-22) 
Gautiers Dogs 
Saxon Bis 
M’'shali Montg-ery 


Mel Kiee 
BOSTON 
BKO (22) 
Jack Benny Show 
15 
Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ 
ICAGO 
Palace (22) 
Bryant Rains & Y 
Gordon's Dogs 
Lillian Shade 
Lou Holtz 
Mitzi Mayfair 
(15) 


Gracella & T’dore 
Johnny Woods 
Mary McCormic 
William Demarest 
Norman Thomas 6 
Rosalias Dance 
State Lake (15) 
Morin Sisters 
St’tford & M’berry 
Fid Gordon 
Johnny Lee Co 
Fuller Rawson & D 


HEMPSTEAD, L. I. 
oli 


Riv 

ist half (23-26) 
Jack Arthur 
(Others to fill) 

ist half (16-19) 
Chas Meyers Co 
Millis & Shea 
Gypsy Nina 
Leavitt & Lockw’'d 
Avalons 
KANSAS CITY, MO 

Mainstreet (16) 
‘Shuffle Along’ 
ROCHES N.Y. 


HESTER. 

Keith’s (23) 
B Robinson Rev 
‘Goin’ a  atel 


Miles & Kover 
Paul Kirkland Co 
Morton Downey 
Block & Sully 
Rimacs Orch 
SIOUX CITY, IA. 
2d half (26-28) 
‘Shuffle Along’ 
SYRACUSE 
Keith’s (23) 
Carroll Vanities 
TRENTON, N. Jd. 
Capitol 
1st half (16-19) 
Downey & Lee Sis 
Waller & Lee 
Bill Telaak 
Jack Randall Co 
2a half (20-22) 
Gray Fam 
Rome & Gaut 
Al Jenkins Bd 





French Misses 


(One to fill) 





¥ 


Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (22) 
Aimee McPherson 

Radio Aces 
Rosette & Luttman 
Eddie Miller 
Diamonds 
Boulevard (22) 
Donals Sis 
Billy Farrell Co 
Smith & Hart 
Milo 
Stone & Vernon 
Orpheum 
Ist half (22-25) 
Gautier’s Toy Shop 
Gregory & Raymon 


Metropolitan (22) 
Arthur LeFleur Co 
Gale & Carson 
Jerome Mann 
Roye & Maye Rev 
Burns & Allan 
Valencia (22) 
Cab Calloway Orch 
Radcliffe & Rogers 
Leitha Hill 
Alma Turner 
Nicodemus 
BALTIMORE 
Century (22) 
Serge Flash 





V O'Donnell Co 
M’shal Montgomery 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 


This Week: 
Frank J. Sidney. 


Arren & Broderick— 








Venita Gould 
Renard & Rome 
Vanessi Co 
2a half (26-28) 
Gwynne Co 
Ruth Pord 
Trado Twins Co 
Morton Downey 
Paradise (22) 
\wudy Vallee Rev 
Alice Foye 
Roy Sedley 
Cebe Wering 
State (22) 
Earl Jack & B 
Pops & Louis 
Milton Berle 
NTG Rev 
(one to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave 
Ist half (22-25 


Lady Alice’s Pets 
Ruth Ford 
Trado 2 Co 
Floyd Christy Co 


Doc Baker Co 
2d half (26-28) 

Gautier’s Toy Shop 
Yvette Rugel 
Edgar Bergen Co 
DeVito & Denny 
Ardine & Tyrell Co 
— 


Mills, Gold & Raye 
Dave Apollon Co 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (22) 
DeLong Sis 
M'lson & Irmanette 
Fred Weber Cr 
Bob Hall 
Alex Hyde Orch 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (22 
Paxinos 
3 Racketeers 
Ford Frick 
Joe Laurie Jr Co 
NEWARK 
State (22) 
Paul Sydell Co 
Lillian Barnes Co 
Joe May & Dotty 
Harry Rose 
Saranoft Carrie & E 
PROVIDENCE, RI 


Loew's (22) 
Mills Bros 
Don Redman Rev 


WASHT’GTON 
Fox (22) 
Monroe & Grant 
Leon Navarro 
Herbert Faye Co 
Boswell Sie 


DC 





| WARNER 








ELIZABETH 
Rit 


z 
ist half (23-26) 
Lester Allen Co 
Lamberti 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (27-29) 
Al Wohlmen Co 
(To fill) 
2d half (20-22) 
A & M Havel 
Billy Glason 
Russian Revels 
(Two to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (22) 
Thurston 
( 


Melva Sis 

Radio Aces 

Arren & Broderick 
Edgar Bergen 
Mickey Feeley Co 
Lucky Boys 

Colby & Murray .R 


Stanley (22) 


Ayres & Renee 
Herb Williams 
Barbara Stanwyck 
Cass, Mack & O 
(15) 
Ethel Barrymore 
Joe Griffen 
Keller Sis & L 
Barry & Whitlege 
Nayan Pearce 
Ross & Edwards 


WASHINGTON 
Earle (22) 


Gracie Barrie 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Phit Spitalny 
Hal Menken 
Allen & Kent 
(15) 


1 
Pops & Leuie 
Les Ghezzis 
Smith Strong & L 
Phil Spitainy 





Collins & Peterson 


Gracie Barrie 





|  Fanchon 


& Marco 








NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (22) 
Alexander Gray 
Zimbalist 

fig Page Co 
Vercelle & Sinnott 
(Others to fill) 


Ritz Bros 

Walter Dare Wahl 
Hoffman Ens 

Bob Ripa 

Florence & Avarez 
vemonm “yan PA 
Carlos & Chita R 
Pansy the Horse 
Gregory & Raymon 
BBB 





La Marr Kena Co 


Mi itan (22) 
Eddie Duchin Orc 
Eddie Stuart 
Reeves & Leu 
Bellit & Lamb 


HERSHEY 
Community (21) 
Runaway 4 
Kay Katya & K 
Georgia Brown 
Le Paul 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (22) 
Gus Van 
Jack Starnes Co 
(Others to fi) 
: 

Fox (21) 
Queen High Show 
St (22) 

Ben Blue 
Nash & Fately 
Raiph Kirberry 














FINSBURY PARK 
Em 


Alexander & Mose 
2 Shamvas 
Albert Whelan 
Bobby Olrac 
Henri Hilton 
B & E Newell 
New Trix Gis 
Billy Bennett 
Karo & Partner 
NEW CROSS 
Empire 
‘Once in Blue M’n’ 
Jenny Howard 


Sunkist Ens (Others to fill) 
London 
Week of Sept. 18 


Scott Sanders 
Wilson Keppel & B 
PENGE 
Empire 

Linga-Singh 
Viennese Waltzes 
8 Desmond ¥Y L 
Coram 

Ula & E Buick 
Tommy Dixon 
Sita Devi 

Gunga Din 

Soga & Hir’wa Tr 





Byron & Byron 








Provincial | 





EDINBURGH 
Empire 
Carlyle Cousins 
Three Bredwins 
Mickey King 
Duncan Grey 
Vic Oliver 
GLASGOW 
Alhambra 
Harry Lauder 


Week of Sept. 18 


The Willenors 
Olivett & B Chatt 
Imito 
HIPPODROME 
Southampton 
Albert Sandler 
Co as booked 
W’LVERH’PTON 
Hippodrome 
Mrs. J Hylton Bd 








| Cabarets 








Arrowhead inn 
Irving Conn Orch 


Astor Roof 
Ben Cutler Orch 


Bal Musette 


Anita & Millard 
Leonard Keller 
George Marchal 
Nichulas Hope 
Sano Marco 
Walter White 
Georgette 

Leon Bedow 


Biltmore Motel 
Don Bestor Orch 
Isabelle Henderson 
Floria Armstrong 
Barry Devine 
Minora Root 


Central P’k Casino 
Pancho Orc 

Geo Murphy 

Ann Greenway 
Gomez & Winona 


Coffee Cliffs 


Art Kahn Orch 
Lestra La Monte 
Isabel Brown 
Cotton Club 
Mills Blue R Bd 


Csharda 
Glen Island Casino 


Glenn Gray Orch 
Jos Szigeti 

Zsiga Bela 
Tlonada ‘T‘hury 
Kapoly Nyaray 
Governor Clinton 
Enoch Light Orc 


Ha-Ha Club 
Danny Healy 
Jack White 
Sheila Barrett 
Jerry Bergan 
Jerry Blanchard 





Lillian Fitzgerald 
Roth-Andrews Orch 


NEW YORK CITY 


“Harbor Ina 


Gus Van 
‘Eye Dears’ Rev 
Denniker-King Ore 


H'lyw’d R’staurant 
Chaney & Fox 
Frank Hazzard 
Blanche Bow 
Kendali Kapps 
Charlies Davis Or 
Hotel Lexington 
Ernie Holst Ore 
Hotel Montclair 


Wm Scotti Ore 
Mario & Eulalie 


Hotel New Yorker 
Barney Rapp Orch 
Hotel Pennsylvania 


Phil Harris Orch 
Leah Ray 


Hotel Roosevelt 


Marjorie Moffett 
Reggy Childs’ Ore 
Kings Terrace 

Gladys Bentley 
R'b’rl'gs’ Williams 
Ted Brown Orch 
Maison Royale 
Walsh & Arnold 
Antobal Cubans 
Marden’s Riviera 


Variety Revue 
Emil Coleman Ore 


Mayfair 
Maureil & Cordova 
Davis Orc 

Paradise 


N T G Rev 
Jerry Freeman Orc 


fark Central Hotel 


Buddy Kennedy 
Rachel Carlez 
Bert Lown Ore 


Pavillon Royal 
Dick CGasparre Orc 








Picture Theatres _| 





(2a week) 
Lanny Ross 
June Knight 
Eunice Healy 
Ritz Bros 
Emery Deutsch 
‘Song of Songs’ 

Roxy (15) 
Sid Gary 
Dave Schooler 
Blanche & Elliot 
Maurice Coileano 
Al Verdi 
Bonar & George 


‘FEF , 
BALTIMORE, MD: 

Hippodrome (15) 
Thurston 


*"Tom’row at Seven’ 


BOSTON 
Metropolitan (15) 
Nick Lucas 
Herman Hyde 
Miss Mona 
Georges Campe 
Elsie Ray 
Jerry Franks 
Al Norman 
‘Torch Singer’ 

FF. 


(15) 
Cap’t Henry Party 
Don Voorheas 
Molasses & Jan‘ary 
Lanny Ross 

Tiny Ruffner 
Kelvin Keech 


4 Muriel Wilson 


Showboat 4 
‘Song of Songs’ 


Shea’s (15) 
Mitzi Mayfair 
John Fogarty 
3 Slate Bros 
Gordon's Dogs 
‘B’way to H'’wood’ 
Great Lakes (15) 
Emil Boreo 
Dave Harris Co 
Mary Haynes 
Romeros & D’Clay 
6 Wonder Girls 
Luster Bros 
Henri Therrien 
Ray Hughes & P 
‘Storm at D’break’ 


CHICAGO 
Chicage (15) 

Ted Lewis Co 
*‘Dector Bull’ 

DETROIT 

Fox (15) 
Michon Bros 
Sid Marion Co 
Marrone & LaCosta 
Jane Van Rypen 
‘Paddy’ 


> 15 
Hal Le = , 


Gus Van 


Noble Sissle 
‘Penthouse’ 
8ST LOUIS 
(15) 


A 
Johnny Perkins 
Joe Frisco 

J & EB Torrence 
Milton Charleston 
Ruth Petty 
Jerry Coe 

‘Loved a Woman’ 








Henry King Orch 
Dario & Diane 


Roosevelt 
Reggie Childs 


Joe Morants Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
Barra Birs 
Misha Usanoff 
Simplen Clab 
Frances Faye 
Ciark & De Lys 
Larry Siry’s Orch 
St. Morite Hotei 
Leon Belasco Orch 
Alfredo’s Orch 
Gypsy Nina 
St. Regis Hotel 
Meyer Davis Orch 
Smali’s Paradise 
‘Biack Rhythm’ R 
Nyra Joknson 
Meera & Norton 


3 Palmer Bros 


Bob Nolan 
Harry Sosnick Orc 


Boulevard Room 

(Hotel Stevens) 
Irving Gagnon 
Ruth Broughton 
Chas Agnew Orch 


Blackhawk 


Wade Booth 
Harriet Cruise 
Deane Janis 
Hal Kemp Orch 


Cafe DeAlex 


Irene George 
Mary Stone 
Evelyn Hoffman 
Enrico Clausi 

E Hoffman Orch 


Chez Paree 
The DeMarco’s 
Yacht Club Boys 
Vivian Faye 
Ina Raye 
Frances Langford 
Tom Gerum Orch 


Cafe de La Paix 


(World’s Fair) 
Fred Williams Orch 


Club Lide 
Hank Gilliam 
Bobby Caston 
Clarence Weerms 
Lola Porter 
Jimmy Nonne Orch 


Club Leisure 
Nyra Lou 
Badali & Margo 
Keith Beecher Or 
Bill Chandler 
Cookie Seidel 


Club La Masque 
Hewitt & May 
Don Wise 
Al Garbell 
Edna Leonard 
Edna Mae 
Buddy Beryl 
Art West 
Earl Willis Orch 


Club Royale 
Nellie Nelson 
Joe Lewis 
Tiffany T'wins 
Yvonne Beauvais 
Rex Cushing 
Donna & Darnell 
Dolly Harris 
James Hall 
Sid Lang Orch 


Club Variety 


Joan Macey 
Dave Dunno 


Club Shalimar 
Ann Hammond 
DeRonda & Barry 
Al Lesing 
Buddy Lake 
Lou Pearl Orch 

College Inn 
Jackie Heller 
Paul Ash 
Abbotteers 
Buddy Rogers 


Congress Hotel 
(Joe Urban Room) 
Vincent Lopez 
Carlos Molina 


Colosimo’s 
Art Buckley 
Cole Sis 
Jos E Howard Rev 
Irene Duval 





3 Simon Sis 
Geo Devron Orch 


May Alex 
Chas Johnson Orch 


Taft Grill 
Geo Hall Orch 
Tavern, B’kiyn 


Eddie Jackson 
Jack Murray Ore 
Village Barn 
Elsie Gilbert 
Bill Aaronson 
Hyers & Pritchard 
Jack Needers 
Ruth Delmar 
Zeb Carter 
Vv B Hillbillies 
Roger Gersten Orc 
Village Nat Club 
Hughie Clarke 
Blanche Lytell 
Jim Kelso 
Bisie Gilbert 
Frank Wheeler 
Gil Rainsford 
‘Red’ Davis 
Marion Bailor 
Milton Spielman Or 


Waldorf-Astoria 
Jack Denny Orc 





Xavier Cugat Orch 
Margo 


CHICAGO 
Bismarck Hotel Club Alabam 
(Walnut Room) LeRoy & Mack 


Evelyn Nesbit 
Don Barangos’ Orc 


Drake Hotel 


Fowler & Tamara 
Jane Carpenter 
Clyde McCoy Orch 


Edgewater Beach 
Mark Fisher 
Esther Todd 
DeRonda & Barry 
Art Carroll 

Frolic’s 
Florence Barlow 
Curry & Joy 
June Carroll 
3 Sun Dodgers 
Lee Morse 
Al Wilde 
Joe Buckley Orch 


Hotel Harding 
(The Tavern) 


Edna May Morris 
Mona & Marino 
Clyde Snyder 
Phylis Rae 


Eddie Meakins Orc 


Hangar 
(Hotel LaSalle) 

Chas. Kaley 
Florence & Alvarez 
Georgie Tapps 
Helen Kane 
Pauline Baleau 
Johnny Hamp Orcn 


Hi-Hat Club 
Anita & Emanuel 
Morey Carter 
Paula Tymes 
Margar’t Lawrence 
Effie Burton 

K-9 Club 
George Oliver 
Billy Harrero 
J’n & B'’bby Lemar 
Lee Carr 
Lyle Page 
Billy Russell 
Al Benson 
F & G Doran 
Billy Brannon 
Johnny Mangum 
Dominique Orch 

Lincoln Tavern 
Ted Weems Orch 
Andrea Marsh 
Elmo Turner 
Dick Cunliffe 
Baron & Blair 
Sammy Walsh 
6 Lucky Girls 


Maroni’s 
Rolando & Verditta 
Gwen Gordon 
Neecee Shannon 
Marge & Marie 
Virginia Buchanan 
Bob Wyatt 
Maurie Moret Orch 

Minuet Club 
Frank Sherman 
Phylis Noble 
Irene Cornell 
Sugar Kennedy 
Sherida Coouer 
Dick Hughes 
Marge & Marie 

Mir-a-Mar 

(World’s Fair} 
Henmque & Adr’ne 
Herb Wellington 
Ricardo & Siskie 
Art Schafer 


Mural Room 
(Brevoort Hotel) 


Jaros Sis 





Paul Fay 
Gale Gipp 


Two-Way Black 





Sam Lyons thinks that show 
business is going into the 
black. 

‘Cab Calloway, Duke Elling - 
ton and the Cotton Club 
colored acts are taking vaude- 
ville out of the red,’ thinks the 
agent. 











First Clean-Out of 
Chicago Agents in 3 
Years Is Due Shortly 


Chicago, Sept. 18. 


It looks like a decided clean-out 
for the agents here in town. After 
hanging on for the past two or 
three years, 99% of them have just 
become so many leeches. They 
mean absolutely nothing to the of- 
fices here such as RKO or the B&K 
office. 


They go after a name or per- 
former if and when they know they 
want to be played. Instead of rep- 
resenting 20 or 30 acts they now 
represent one and expect to make a 
living off of that one. They are 
not satisfied with 10% commission 
but want 20. 


Agents are now turning to be 
house-bookers and with the freak 
names coming up they are becom- 
ing personal managers. Just prov- 
ing themselves so many parasites. 
First office understood to take 
action against them is RKO. 


Wis. Local Club Backs 
Week-End Vaude Show 


Green Bay, Wis., Sept. 18. 


When real estate moves clipped 
vaude out of the regular theatres 
here the community got together 
and saw to it that variety visits 
the town weekly, as it has always 
done in the past. Backed by the 
Columbus Community Club vaude 
is being booked into the Auditorium 
regularly. 

Three days on the week-end 
playing five acts booked by Sam 
Bramson out of the William Morris 
agency in Chicago. 











Hands Across Sea 


Jeanette Gilmore and Herman 
Wells (Redman and Wells) are a 
new vaude partnership. They’re due 
to open at the Academy in a week 
or so. 

Team was formed on the coast 
when Miss Gilmore came through 
from Australia where she has been 
in the Fuller musicals for a couple 
of seasons. Wells had been in 
shorts’ productions in Hollywood. 





PRICE IN M. H. 


Georgie Price has been set for the 
Music Hall, for the week beginning 
Sept. 29. 

It is Roxy’s (Rothafel) intention 
to build a special show around Price 
that week. 





Fay Peters The Dells 
Bob Perry’s Orch | Guy Lombardo Or 
Old Heidelberg Vanity Yair 


(World’s Fair) 
E Kratzinger Orch 
Heidelberg Male & 
Roy Deitrich 
Herr Louie 
Hungry Five Bd 


Pabst Casino 
(World’s Fair) 
Ben Bernie 
Paul Ash 
5 Maxellos 
Jackie Heller 
Carter Fashion Sho 
Palmer House 
Veloz & Yolonda 
Sally Sweet 
Richard Cole Orch 
Paul Cadieux 
Richard Bennett 


Paramount 
Joe Wallace 
Julia Gerity 
Sally Rand 
Anita La Pierre 
Frances White 


Mary Ann Boyce 

Cliff Winehill 

Don Fernando Orch 
Via Lago 

Bebe Sherman 

Zita & Marcelle 

Jack Housh 

Wanda Kay 

Al Handler Bd 


100 Club 
Muriel Love 
Corliss & Robbins 
Danny Alvin Orch 
Billy Gray Rev 
Bobby Cook 
Doris Lenihan 


225 Club 
Marion Harris 
Fred Keating 
Dario & Diane 
3 Tick Tocks 
Kathleen Howard 
Jules Stein Orch 


Eddie Varzos Old Mexico 
Jenkin Sis (World’s Fair) 
Rosalie 


Playground 
Lolo Bartram 
Marie James 
3ernie Green 
Al Trace Orch 


Terrace Gardens 
Benny Meroff 
Dorothy Thomas 
“Red” Pepper 
Norman Gast 
Jack Marshall 


Dorine & Douglas 
Mike Cozzi Orch 


Ye Olde Tavern 
Mickey Scott Rev 
Cal Herbert 
Violet Cristian 
Lillian Francis 
Crane Russell Orch 


Villa Venice 
Faith Bacon 


The Berlin Moore & Revel 
Waddy Wadsworth |; Mildred & Maurice 
Alexianne Wheeler Twins 


V & F Vestofft 
Jack Edwards 
Vendas 6 


Sig Givonia 
Helen O'Shea 
Mildred Fenton 








Kolya & Bertet Frank Quartell Or 


STAGE POLICY 
TEST IN NW. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 18, 

Despite the fact that most recent 
try-outs of stage entertainment 
have not been encouraging from 
box-office standpoint, it now is in- 
dicated that this territory will not 
want for stage shows this fall and 
winter. Believing that improved 
economic conditions will create 
larger audiences for stage fare and 
that a steady diet of pictures ex- 
clusively would pall on the public, 
both Publix and the Singer circuit, 
operating the Orpheum, are plan- 
ning to go in for stage shows more 
extensively than at any time in the 


past two years. 

It has been definitely decided that 
when Publix reopens in October or 
November the 4,200-seat Minnesota 
here stage shows will be used with 
pictures. 

After playing Tom Mix show in 
a number of its houses to good re- 
sults, Publix now has booked the 
WLS barn dance unit for its entire 
Northwest division, excepting the 
Twin Cities. The attraction recently 
played the State Fair here. 

Another stage show unit booked 
for the entire division is Gertrude 
Avery's ‘Diamond Revue’ unit, com- 
prising 50 people. 

Under Singer operation, the 
Orpheum here will continue to use 
occasional stage show units and 
name acts to alternate with straight 
pictures. ‘Shuffle Along’ is sched- 
uled week Sept. 22. Other attrac- 
tions booked include Mae West, 
Burns & Allen, ‘Strike Me Pink,’ 
‘Vanities,’ Ben Bernie and the Dun- 
can Sisters. 


New Officers and Benefit 
Show, ABA Developments 


Decision to elect a new set of of- 
ficers under A. F. of L. regulations 
and stage a benefit show in New 
York to raise funds are among late 
developments at the ABA, which is 
taking the form of a union, That 
the present slate of officers will be 
retained is not as certain now as it 
was a week ago. 

At the meeting Thursday night 
(14) the ABA's president, Eddie 
Dowling, declared that his resigna- 
tion is written and waiting at any 
time it may be requested. Prior to 
the meeting there were rumors of 
dissatisfaction with several of the 
present officers among one faction 
of the ABA membership. 

The membership drive continues 
meanwhile, with all variety artists 
being solicited to joint up. There 
is also the necessity of writing a 
new set of by-laws to conform with 
A. F. of L. requirements, 

So far official notice of the ABA's 
unionization has not been served on 
the circuits and managers. ABA 
states this will be aone upon com- 
pletion of the code hearings at 
Washington. 


Scollay Mgr. Out 


Boston, Sept. 18. 


Announcement was made last 

week that Elliston A. Vinson had 
resigned as manager at the Scollay. 
Through more than three years hoe 
has built that spot up to major 
ranks, has staged some of the best 
combination house stage shows 
seen here, and through ail the de- 
presh time has kept the house in 
the black. 
Vinson Vaudeville and Vinson 
Revues, became distinctive “terms 
that meant something locally. So 
his stepping out of the Mullen- 
Pinanski (ex-Publix) organization 
gets more attention than routine 
show news. 




















FOGARTY’S 8 FOR LOEW 


John Fogarty is set with Loew 
for eight weeks around New York, 
starting Sept. 29 at the Valencia, 
Jamaica, 





Dayton’s New Hook-Up 
Eddie Dayton, formerly doing 4% 
flash act on his own, now working 
with his brother as Joe and Eddie 
Dayton, 





Team is playing in southwest. 
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WE DO OUR PART 


15 YEARS AGO 


(From Varigery and ‘Clipper’) 








When stagehands demanded 
raises, Roy Crawford of Topeka put 
in an all-woman stage crew. 





Chicago was in a theatre slump 
and the La Salle tried cutting from 
$2.50 to a $2 top except on Satur- 
days. 





John Cort got rid of the last of 
his coast houses, turning his San 
Francisco theatre over to Homer 
Curran, 





Al Woods had 17 shows, and only 
One was losing. 





Naval men seized ‘His Birth- 
right’ film showing at the Palace on 
the ground it belittled the Navy. 
Was an alleged sequel to ‘Mme. 
Butterfly.’ . 





Cincinnati shows had to start at 
8 p. m, Saturday nights to permit 
the players to make the last trains. 
Later trains had been taken off by 
U. 8. railroad administration, 





Announced the Marx Bros. would 
forsake vaudeville for musical com- 
edy. To open in ‘Street Cinderella’ 
in Grand Rapids. 





Loew’s Metropolitan, Brooklyn, 
opened. Then the ace house of the 
Loew circuit. 





State and county fairs were re- 
porting unusually good business. 
Had been anticipated there would 
be a falling off, but the other way 
around. 





John Phillip Sousa had written 
a wedding march to replace the 
standard Mendelssohn and Wagner 
marches, both Germans. Forgotten 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’) 








Madison Sq. theatre, operated by 
the Frohmans, put out 12 touring 
shows the previous season. Some 
flopped, so they had only four for 
"83-'84, 
correspondent hit on a 
Called him 





‘Clipper’ 
new one for treasurer, 
the ‘boxbookkeeper.’ 

Agent was advertising for eight 
ballet dancers offering $30 a week in 
gold, which was probably a South 
American date. 

Charles L. Davis was stressing 
his parade band which used instru- 
ments of solid gold and sterling sil- 
ver and were inlaid with pearls. 
Carried in gold mounted sealskin 
cases. Always strong on flash. 











Minstrel show used a stage mar- 
riage for an attraction, announcing 
the evening’s receipts would be pre- 
sented the bride. 





Standard theatre, St. Louis, was 
opened. Originally a drama house, 
but eventually one of the notable 
burley theatres, where everything 
went, ” 

‘Clipper’ in discussing the future 
of the new Third Ave. theatre, held 
that the electric lighting was the 
chief attraction. First house in 
N. Y. to be wired inside, and the 
first to substitute electrician for gas 
man. 





Russian theatres fought shy of 
imperial visits, which had to be an- 
nounced in advance. Never could 
tell when a nent would be tosse dat 
the Czar. 


Fifth Ave. theatre opened with an 


entrance on Broadway, but also used 
that on the 28th street side. 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


For the opening, Fox plastered Times Square with street directional 
signs making it ‘Berkeley Square’, though the actual lamp post signs 
were not covered, Only an inferential connection with the Gaiety the- 
atre, where the picture was to play, but it got over. 

However, the Fox press department goes wrong when it states this 
was the first time the Square has changed title ‘since the parade of- 
fashionable vehicles in that section in 1872 compelled the city fathers 
to designate the place by its present name.’ 

Designation of the open space between 43rd and 47th street as Times 
Square was made when the original subway was built about the start 
of the new century. The New York ‘Times’ building had replaced the 





‘old Pabst hotel and was trying to match Herald Square, further down- 


town. Not much success until August Belmont was persuaded to desig- 
nate the subway station as Times Square, and custom presently took the 
title upstairs. Up to that time it had been the Longacre or Longacre 
Square, not because of the parade of fashionable vehicles but because 
there were several carriage factories around the square including the 
Brewster works. London’s Longacre had long been the seat of carriage 
making, and the title was copied. 

Incidentally the lamp posts were covered twice before, once for a pic- 
ture at the Town Hall and one show at the Cohan. 

Going serious-minded over lengths to which picture people will go to 
exploit an attraction, the ‘Times’ pulled down one of Fox’s street post 
signs on ‘Berkeley Square’ and placed a complaint with Borough Presi- 
dent Levy for action. 

Fox people had placed replicas of the New York street corner signs 
and put them on the lampposts around Times Square to attract atten- 
tion. A total of 18 of the Berkeley Square signs were put up between 
42nd and 47th streets. They were up three days before forced down. 





The Minneapolis ‘Tribune’ editorially questions the ability of Will 
Hays to carry out the pledge made at the opening of the industry code 
hearing at Washington ‘to maintain right moral standards in the pro- 
duction of pictures’ for the reason that there can be no set moral stand- 
ards. ‘That this is a fairly large order for even Mr. Hays to undertake 
is suggested by the rather obvious truth that almost no two persons 
agree as to just what constitute right moral standards for the movies,’ 
says the ‘Tribune’, “The question naturally arises as to whose standards 
he is referring. 
right, the standards which would survive the austere inspection of the 
Watch and Ward society in Boston, or the standards which Broadway 
would approve? When Mr. Hays says right, does he mean right in the 
eyes of grandma, who might swoon into the aisle at a Mae West picture, 
or right in the eyes of granddaughter, who might not flicker a sophis- 
ticated eyelash at the selfsame film and be bored to death by Mary 
Pickford? 

‘For making his ambitious pledge, we suppose Mr. Hays is entitled to 
nothing but respect and admiration. But we are puzzled, nevertheless, 
how the industry he represents can guarantee right moral standards in 
films to be exhibited in a nation which has approximately 120,000,000 
separate ideas as to what those standards should be. It can hardly be 
that the movie-makers, with the aid of a morality slide rule, have finally 
worked out the problem that steeped the world in controversy centuries 
before Sally Rand, and the movies, and the shirtless male bather on 
Minneapolis beaches set tongues a-wagging in 1933.’ 





Sol Lesser got three versions of ‘Tarzan, the Fearless’ out of a less- 
than-$100,000 production investment on which he figures to gross $1,000,- 
000 and net $250,000. The three versions ’are a seven-reel feature with 
chapter serials thereafter, a straight serial and a condensed nine-reel 
version for the foreign market. 

Lesser originally wanted $75,000 from Metro to buy up his rights in 
view of the Johnny Weissmuller sequel MG is making to the original 
‘Tarzan’, which first established the swimming champ in films. Metro 
is said to have countered with a 10% of the net profits proposal. Now 
it is reported Metro would like to buy out Lesser on the foreign dis- 
tribution for fear of competish to the forthcoming Metro-Weissmuller 
picture. 





Warners’ film deals so far set, principally in the east, include RKO 
where not in conflict with Warners’ own houses: Loew’s for Greater 
New York; Richmond, Norfolk, Baltimore, and Evansville, Ind.; the 
entire Butterfield chain of 74 houses; Mort Shea’s circuit in Ohio, New 
York and Pennsylvania; Schine Circuit upstate New York; Famous 
Players Canadian; Ike Libson for Cincinnati, Dayton, Indianapolis~ an.¥ 
Louisville; Publix-Shea in Buffalo; Ed Fay for Providence and Rhode 
Island; Sparks chain of Florida; Balaban & Katz, Chicago, and numerous 
individual situations. 





Understood that Weber and Fields received an additional $10,000 from 
Metro-Goldwyn for their bit in ‘Broadway to Hollywood’. Happened like 
this: When Weber «and Fields first signatured for the Metro part their 
contract G¢alled for top billing for them no matter who else was in the 
picture. When picture was ready, however, there wasn’t much excuse 
for the Weber and Fields billing and Metro compensated with an extra 
10G in order to get a release from the top billing clause. Picture now 
has just a glimpse of the Weber and Fields routine, 





Indication that Sylvia Sidney isn’t taking too many chances on her 
squabble with Paramount was given Thursday (14). Miss Sidney was 
asked to do a five-minute radio broadcast on that day so cabled New 
York asking whether it was okay. According to her contract company 
has to okay ether or stage appearances, so Miss Sidney, despite the 
walkout, took no chances of weakening her cause, Par granted the per- 
mission, incidentally. 





Going the competish thing as far as imaginable Julio Wickenhauser 
of Ecuador is calling attention to himself. Most recent of Wicken- 
hauser’s stunts is a big ad in the local dailies reading ‘This is not a 
Metro picture, it is not a Goldwyn picture, it is not a Mayer picture. 
This is a Paramount picture, and Paramount pictures are the best in 


town.’ 





Universal is meeting some opposition on its picture ‘S. O. 8. Iceberg’ 
because of the fact that Major Udet, German air ace, is one of the fea- 
tured persons. Udet in recent visits in Hollywood and Chicago went 
out of his way to wave the German swastika, creating antagonism. Pic- 
tures of the flier wth his swastika flag were reprinted in newspapers out- 
side also, making the dislike more national. 





Only country in the world that won't go for Mae West or her films is 
Australia. They think the lady’s vulgar down thar and have told Para- 
mount so. Union Theatres, big theatre chain, has coldly turned down 
‘She Done Him Wrong’ and informed Paramount that it doesn’t want 
anv more like it. Miss West's films have broken house records in Lon- 
don and other spots around the world. 

f one of the major distributors out of the 


Someone is smuggling film of ¢ 
cou untry and taking it as far as India for illegal exhibition. Complaint 
i 


has been made to the Copyright Protection Bureau — is conducting 


an investigation. According to inform: ion to the distrib, its pictures 
« , * - aad 


Are they to be the standards which Mr. Hays considers } 


Inside Stuff—Music 





Brunswick records came into the Warner Bros. group as result of 
initial $9,000,000 music buy. WB gradually turned back some of tft! 
music holdings, notably DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, which is back 


under Bobby Crawford's sole control. Brunswick was also divested from 
WB, with Consolidated Film Labs taking over the record company and 
installing Jack Knapp and Harry Grey in charge. Consolidated assumed 
the liabilities and has yet certain payments to make to WB. For this 
reason, a entente cordial still exists between Brunswick and the Warner 
film interests which may include certain W)3 film people going on wax 
for Brunswick. 

It was through this setup originally that 
wick recording artist with the sensationally 
now history. 


Al Jolson became a Bruns- 
best selling ‘Sonny Boy’ 


—_—___~ 


Bobby Crawford deems it a bit confusing and possibly embarrassing 
to have him set at Warner Bros, for possible supervision on screen 
musicals, while at the same time reporting Darryl Zanuck financing his 
publishing company. Crawford is vague on the WB thing, but positive 
that the Zanuck angle is nix. Meantime he’s readying a Hollywood trip, 
leaving Rocco Vocco, the new v.p. and g.m. of DeSylva, B. & H. in charge 
east. Vocco may become the unwilling jest of honor of one of those 
tin pan alley tributes in the form of a dinner. The boys are waiting 
for cooler weather. 


According to Louis Bernstein, of Shapiro-Bernstein, publishers of the 
score of Mae West's picture, ‘'m No Angel,’ of the three lyrics out of 
the ‘Angel’ score submitted for adavance censorship to NBC one was 
rejected completely and the other two erdered cleaned up. Picture’s 
theme number, Tm No Angel,’ met with an all-time ban from the net- 
work on the grounds that it reeked with too much suggestiveness for air 
purposes. Two that the web turned back for sapolioing were ‘No One 
Love Me Like That Dallas Man’ and ‘I Want You, I Need You.’ 

Tunes for this West affair were written by Ben Ellison, Gladys Dubois 
and Harvey Brooks. 





Picture producer while attending a party on the west coast became 
impressed by a performance of their tunes put on by a pair of writers 
and inquired of them why they hadn't approached his studio for an 
assignment. Answer given him was that the music publisher affiliated 
with his company had informed them that their only chance of entering 
this particular lot would be over his (the publisher’s) dead body. 

‘Well,’ remarked the producer, ‘You may then have to step over a dead 
body.’ 





‘Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf,’ a nonsense ditty, is being pub- 
lished by Irving Berlin. Its lifted out of the Walt Disney animated 
short, ‘The Three Pigs,’ which has become something of a sensation and 
is being hailed as the best short of the year. Paul Whiteman gave the 
tune its first radio plug on the Kraft program (14). Song was written 
by Frank Churchill, an employe of Cartoonist Disney on the Coast. Ann 
Ronell did some fixing for the published version, 





As a gesture of congratulation on the expansion of his T. B. Harms 
enterprise, George and Ira Gershwin have turned over to Max Dreyfus 
for publication a tune titled ‘Till Then.’ 

With the release of ‘The Cat and the Fiddle’ by Metro and ‘Music in 
the Air’ by Fox, the same publishing firm will put out a special picture 
edition of the tunes involved. 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Final dress rehearsal of ‘Murder at the Vanities,’ the new Earl Car- 
roll show which opened at the New Amsterdam, N. Y., last Tuesday 
(12) started at eight o’clock the evening before and ended at 11 a. m. 
the day of the premiere. Technical and lighting problems resulted in 
scenes being gone over any number of times, with the entire company on 
hand. 

The slim producer seemed less fatigued than anyone connected with the 
show. He ran into a jam just before the curtain rose. Shaw and Lee, 
who had been called in several days before and were assigned to bits 
and numbers, walked. Carroll re-routined the show in the 30 minutes 
left before curtain time. 

Carroll's troubles over the ‘dramatic revue’ started early when the sce- 
nic artists’ union demanded $6,000 claimed due on last season’s ‘Vanities’ 
or no scenery. The claim is still pending. The manager first announced 
he would project the scenes with colored slides, ending up by going to 
the store house and dolling up old sets. His arrangement with Para- 
mount called for the show reaching the Broadway boards by Sept. 15, 
and Carroll beat the deadline by three days. 

Jim Carroll, his brother, is again manager of ‘Vanities.’ 
other brother, had a post for the past several years. 





Norman, an- 





With the New Amsterdam, Winter Garden and Lyceum lighting up, 
some familiar treasurers are out of hiding—after the toughest year for 
them because of the number of dark legit houses and the low per- 
centage of clicks. 

Sol De Vries is back at the Garden and Louis Lotita is again at the 
Amsterdam. Sid Harris will have charge at the Lyceum b.o. with Artie 
Wright, assistant. Bob Ritz and Jimmy Vincent will team at the Mans- 
field, Harry Snowden will be treasurer of the National, while Julius 
(Blutch) Stone is house manager at the Forrest and Frankie Frayer is 
treasurer. 





Victor Killian is appearing in ‘Heat Lightning’ which opened at the 
Booth last week under the name of Victor Keller. Temporary name 
change was the actor’s idea because his part is small and he entered 
the cast as a compliment to the producers, Abbott & Dunning. Killian 
expects to join another show shortly. 

Several critics detected the trick and mentioned it in the reviewers, 
others being apparently fooled. 





have been shown in the provinces of India though not contracted for in 
that country. 





‘Madhouse Movies’, uncredited Paramount short which got considerable 
attention during its three day stay at the Rialto, New York, a couple of 
weeks back, was originated, directed and produced by Fred Waller. He’s 


mount still uses. He directs 13 Paramount Pictorials a year in between 
other assignments, 





Major distributors are closely watching a service company which is 
buying film presumably for a single theatre and swinging it around an 
eastern zone to many other houses. Operation seems to be confined on 
the bicycling to eastern Pennsylvania. Those behind the bicycling have 
been traced to New York. 

Metro had to change the title of ‘Penthouse’ for English distribution 


to ‘Murder on the Roof’. In England ‘Penthouse’ doesn’t mean the 





stylish thing at all. It means a broken down, hopeless shack. 


the lad who first invented a trick photographing machine which Para- . 
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4 Sicieer Tryout Spots Carrying on 
As Proving Ground for Broadway 
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Although nearly all the numerous 
tryout theatres, mostly in the sticks, 
folded 
hoiding on 


next summer, 


and 


have until 


some are one is 
continue throughout the 


is the Boulevard, 


dated to 
new season, It 





Legit Turns Cabaret 


The metamorphosed New Yorker 
theatre (nee the Gallo), becomes 
the Casino de Paree when reopening 
in October with its seats ripped out 
and two cafe floors, restauraut and 





Jackson Heights, suburban New : Pi 
York. Wisht ne " , ‘ promenade with dance pavilion 
ork, righ . w shows were tried substituted. 

out there during the past summer| Continental Music Halls, Inc., is 


and the new show schedule calls for 
at least 12 more. House has estab- 
lished a producing policy, since the 
‘subway circuit’ is no more and 
there are no shows in sight from 


Broadway for months to come. 

The Boulevard tryouts are under 
the direction of Morris Green and 
Frank McCoy, whose offices are 
among the busiest on Broadway. 
Reason is that while one new ‘show 
is playing at the Heights, another 
pair are in rehearsal and one or 
two more are being cast. Probably 
best of the Green & McCoy dis 
coveries is ‘The Curtain Rises,’ dus 
on Broadway soon. 

Small Gross But Profit 


Another industrious tryout thea- 
tre near New York is at Summit, 
N. J., where Elizabeth Miele pre- 
sented a dozen new shows during 
the summer. Of promise in that 
bunch are ‘The Farewell Perform- 


ance,’ ‘Halfway to Hell’ and ‘Alley |ing next Saturday (23). 


the new lessee of the New Yorker 
from the Bowery Savings Bank, 
holding the mortgage, deal negoti- 
ated through O'Gara & Co. 


JEWISH PAGEANT MOVES 
INDOORS OUT OF RAIN 


Heavy rainfall which = started 
Thursday (14) last week washed 
out the original dates of the ‘Ro- 
mance of a People’, the mammoth 


pageant of Jewish history that was 
to have opened that night at the 


Polo Grounds (N. Y.), 
players 
cancelled the outdoor presentation 
and the spectacle will be staged in 
the 208th field artillery drill shed, 
Bronx, largest armory in the city. 


with 6,200 


participating. Committee 


Spec is dated for 13 nights start- 
Enormous 


Cast.’ 


One of the Miele shows, 


setting at the ball park was dis- 
mantled and is being reassembled 
in the armory along with elaborate 


LEGITIMATE 





Bachelor’s Reasons 


1 — re 


Martin Herman never 
His determination to 
a bacheior while his 
mother lived was maintained 
until the end. Upon her death 
1 friend suggested it was time 
for him to wed and he pro- 
pounded this philosophy: 

‘If I marry a girl it could last 
only a few years and if I 
marry &@ woman near my age, 
she'll try to run this office. 
So it’s out.’ 


Late 
married. 
remain 














‘Jezebel’ in Doubt 
Sans Bankhead in 
Costume Play Race 


‘Jezebel’ may be presented at the 
Beck, N. Y., by Guthrie McClintic 
without Tallulah Bankhead, whose 
choice as the lead was regarded as 
an excellent selection. Late last 
week physicians at the Doctors 
Hospital stated it would be five or 
six weeks before she could appear 
on the stage. She is under treat- 
ment for abdominal trouble. 

The manager plans to pay off 
the cast and postpone ‘Jezebel’ until 
Miss Bankhead recovers, although 
Owen Davis, the author, desires 
the show g0 on as soon as 
another actress is found to replace 
the star. His reason is that four 
or five other costume plays are on 
their way to Broadway, including 
‘Ah, Wilderness,’ ‘Pursuit of Happi- 
ness,’ ‘Armourette’ and ‘Brittle 
Heaven.’ McClintic has given Miss 
Bankhead the privilege of appearing 
in ‘Jezebel’ if and when it is pre- 
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Herman's Ribbing Exploits 





Passing of Showman Recalls Practical Jokes 


That Made Broadway Chuckle 





Passing of Martin Herman, Al 
Wood's brother and associate, last 
Friday (15), brought expressions of 
sorrow from all persons within show 
business. 

Among the chief mourners are 
newspapermen, including the critics. 
His vast knowledge of show busi- 
ness, technically and in a personal 
way, made him an invaluable news 
source. Indeed there never was one 
more fertile. ‘Marty’ was always 
available and his principal stipu- 
lation so far as reporters were con- 
cerned was his rule that he must 
not be quoted, nor would he be 
photographed. When faced with a 
mass of work he was often irritable 
and he ‘threw’ the boys out of his 
office. -They learned that was his 
way at times and so they always 
came back. 


‘Marty’ never stalled when asked 
his opinion about the Woods shows. 
If a show was not there he would 
say so after the premiere or frankly 
state it was a flop, because he firmly 
believed that nothing could stop a 
hit and nothing could put a bad 
show across with the _ public. 
Nevertheless he knew how to get 
the absolute limit out of a success 
and generally out-smarted better 
known Broadway managers. He 
was Al Woods’ silent partner but 
not so silent when he went into 
action, 

The number of actors and ac- 
tresses who passed in and out of 


Easy,’ has already come and gone ‘ ‘ ’ 
en Broadway, having closed at the | lighting and amplification systems. po gee g® ligarse gant the show _ office in the hey-day of the 
Belasco Saturday after playing | Capacity indoors is about 20,000 as 5 ‘ oods production regime was 

Katherine Wilson was reported|/enormous. The public didn’t know 


three weeks. Picture rights not yet 
sold but show will be worked out 
of the red because of picture and 
amateur rights. Show has con- 
tracted for 10 weeks in stock at 
$200 weekly. ‘Easy’ was a one- 
setter and ‘cost little to operate. 
Although it was paced at less than 


against 60,000 at the ball park. 


At prices ranging from $5 to $1, 


with patrons tickets at $10 each, it 
was expected the gross on the three 
outdoor 
would reach $500,000. 
43,000 tickets sold for the opening 
performance, 


scheduled performances 


There were 
sale 


total advance 


$2,000, show is regarded a natural having been 100,000 tickets. It was 


for stock. That may apply to a 
number of try-outs which may not 
reach Broadway presentation. 


Norwalk, Conn., Sept. 18. 
While the Country Playhouse at 
Westport closed Saturday 16), coun- 
try theatres elsewhere are starting 
to open again. 
The Greenwich Playhouse, where 
a company held forth until Sept. 1, 


stated that $108,000 had been ex- 
pended on the production and other 
expenses up to the time rain inter- 
fered. Proceeds are to go to relief 
o: the Jews in Germany and the 
movement to move them to Pales- 
tine. 
for weeks in armories and halls, 
Gentiles as well as Jews being in 


Spec had been in rehearsal 


he ensemble as a protest against 


Nazi intolerance. 


All tickets are to be exchanged 


will reopen Oct. 2, with a seasonjat the Leblang-Postal agency. Ex- 


of revivals and new plays. 
Menard is still the manager. 


Charles|changes for the first night in the 
armory will be made in the. order 


Owners of the Regent theatre,|of application. Unfortunate weather 


Norwalk, where a rival unit could 
not compete with Langner’s better 
organization at Westport this sum- 
mer, are ready to open again. 





PITTSBURGH LOOKS FOR 
ONLY 20 LEGIT WEEKS 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 18. 
outlook here this season 
bright. Nixon, town’s only 
road-show spot, gets under way 
next Monday (25) with O'Neill's 
‘Ah Wilderness’ under subscription 
auspices, latest opening here in 





Legit 
not so 


break and the return of the Giants 
this week for the final ball games of 
the season, brought about the de- 
cision to spot the spec indoors. 
Armory site was suggested by Gov- 
ernor Lehman. 


. 


EQUITY GRANTS M&W 
AGCY. PERMIT; YR.’S 1ST 


Morrison & Winkler agency was 
granted an Equity agent's franchise 
yesterday (Monday). It’s the first 
new ticket to be issued in almost a 
year. 

Equity franchise, entitling M. & 








years, but arter that nothing defi- W. to book direct with the pro- 
nite lined up, with spot booking ducers, will extend that agency’s 
looked for throughout the season.|, .tivities to the legit ficld. 

Looks now as if 20 weeks, or ae aes: ed 


even less, will have to be consid- 
ered a good season. A couple of 
road-show pictures may add to the 
total, but even that’s not very en- 
couraging. 

Last year Nixon had better than 
30 weeks and that was considered 








Toronto Yiddish Co. 


Toronto, Sept. 18. 
Standard theatre, Yiddish legit 
house, opens Sept. 22 for a season 
of Jewish drama and musical com- 


poor. Six plays, of course, prom-|edy. Repertory troupe is headed by 
ised under subscription auspices, | Bertha rerston, Jacob Silbert, 
but even these bookings are prob-| Ethel Dorf and Saul Josephson. 


of touring shows, 
last sea- 


One 
opened here 
piece is out, 


lematical. 
‘Biography,’ 
son, so that 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Otis Skinner, Queenie Smith, 
Elizabeth Risdon, Joanna _ Roos. 
tegina Wallace, Betty Lancaster, 

.- Brandon Evans,. Maleolm Duncan, 


Kate Mayhew, John C. King, Frank 
Wilcox, Geo. Christie, Luster Cham- 


berz, Walter Scott, Earl Mitchell, 
W. B. Taylor, Mary Gildea, Doan 
sorup, rie Kalkhurst, Chas. 


McCarthy, Augusta Durgeon, ‘Uncle 

Tom's Cabin’ (complete cast). 
Claire Curry, Jack Easton, Ar- 

thur Conroy, ‘Undesirable Lady.’ 
William Harrigan, Roberta 


House seats 1,470 and will be scaled 
at $1-75-50. Opening bill is Cohn’s 
‘Strange Birds,’ a meller. 

Standard policy last season was 
guest-star weeks and business good. 
Theatre has been taken over by 
Samuel Cohn, Isaac Weinrot and 
M. Schlesinger, 


Syracuse 4,000 List 


Syracuse, Sept. 138. 

Civic Repertory, now in organiza- 
tion via a membership drive that 
has netted more than 4,000 at $1 
per, will be housed in the Ritz, for- 
merly the Syracuse, erstwhile home 
of stock burlesque, vaudefilm, talk- 
ies and what have you. 

Stock company directed by Brace 
Conning moves in next month for 





jeatty, Fleming Ward, Dwight 
Frye, ‘Inspector CRarlie Chan.’ 
Alan Ward, Craig Williams, 
‘Kultur.’ 


a tentative opening on Oct. 16. 


understudy to Miss Bankhead in 
error. It appears Miss Wilson read 
the part at one rehearsal at Mc- 
Clintic‘’s request. She is engaged 
for another show. During other re- 
hearsals the stage manager has 
been reading the lead part. The 
McClintic office states that Martin 
Beck is not interested in ‘Jezebel,’ 
the attraction being financed by the 
producer and Katharine Cornell. 


STAGE RELIEF AID NOW 
LIMITED TO DONATIONS 


The Stage Relief Fund has been 
foreed to suspend payments to 
needy professionals, cash on hand 
having dropped close to zero. Al- 
though virtually no revenue has 
been received lately, understood 
that some of the most dire cases 
will continue to receive some aid, 
with the expectation that further 
cash will be obtained by means of 
legit benefits or donations. 

It is planned to schedule Sunday 
performances of at least two of the 
new shows, ‘Murder at the Vani- 
ties’ and ‘Heat Lightning’, Fund 





to raise money at the polo cham- 
pionship matches, management to 
pay the fund 25 cents on each pro- 
gram sold by actresses. Volunteers 
to sell programs will be sought this 
week in professional ranks. 

Plan for an outdoor garden fete 
has been abandoned, because of the 
slender proceeds of the benefit show 
recently staged for the Actors’ Din- 
ner Club. Net was about $1,000. 
Club continues to function. In the 
11 months the Stage Relief has 
been in existence, it has turned over 
to the club a total of $11,500. Most 
of that money was paid by actors 
who donated a percentage of their 
salaries. 





Blumey’s Play on Way 


A. C. Blumenthal has started pre- 
paring the American presentation 
of ‘Eight Bells,’ the London ship 
melodrama, which he secured for 
this side during his recent visit 
over there. Show is still playing 
over there. 

Colin Clive has been engaged to 
play the lead. He is abroad at pres- 
ent. Frank Gregory, the English 
stager who will direct ‘Bells’ for 
Blumey, arrived here last week. 


Cast ies 








Beatrice Swanson replaces Ro- 
berta Beatty in ‘The Blue Widow,’ 
Miss Beatty joining ‘Inspector 
Charlie Chan.’ 

Mary Heberden replaces setty 
Linley as Lily in ‘A Party.’ Miss 
Linley advanced to the part of 





Miranda 


has also been offered an opportunity: 


‘Marty’ but the profession knew him 
as the shrewdest of managers. 
Herman’s many kindnesses and 
acts of charity, always under cover, 
are known to the few but the many 
recipents will never forget. His 
gruff exterior was just a front—it 
effectively kept him out of argu- 
ments. He liked to laugh and a 
good yarn or an inside story told 
him, evened up many a sombre day. 
Few men on Broadway had his 
sense of humor. 

Hardly a day that he did not send 
some friendly or comic telegram, or 
perhaps it would be flowers, if not 
‘a gift. One year his florist bill 
was $7,500. 

Trips Abroad 


When the depression curtailed 
show business and slowed down the 
Woods office to a walk, Herman 
started making plans for a long 
trip around the world. No one 
ever studied so many travel pam- 
phlets, years before he actually was 
able to get away. Looking over the 
booklets was a secret passion and 
when so engrossed he refused to see 
callers. His first proposed trip was 
just about to begin when he found 
a note on his desk that his brother 
Al had gone abroad at midnight— 
Woods frequently boarded liners 
with just a tooth brush. When 
Woods next happened to learn that 
Marty was about to slip away, he 
took a jaunt to the coast. 

Finally Herman caught his 
brother napping. He boarded a 
round-the-world cruiser and merely 
left word with the .levator man that 
he had gone off on a little trip. That 
lasted six months, a period of ad- 
venture, most of it in the Far East. 
Last winter Herman again went 
abroad, suddenly as usual, and ran 
into the Nazi trou>die in Germany. 
When away he wrote letters to his 
friends on postcards but there was 
ilways a kick even in those brief 
messages. 

Herman had many friends in Wall 
street and was often aboard the 
Sailing Baruch yacht on fishing 
trips in Mlorida waters. His down- 
town pal was Malcolm Sumner, at- 
torney, who was a regular attendant 
at the weekly bridge parties held 
at Dr. Grausman’s home, a coterie 
calling themselves the  L.P.A.'s. 
which was a laugh to those who 
knew the designation. 

There was a long series of prac- 
tical jokes staged between Sumner 
and Herman, mostly motivated by 
the latter. On one occasion when 
Herman made an over long stay in 
FMurope without sending word back, 
Sumner had inserted in the Paris 
edition of the ‘Herald’ a notice to 
the effect that Martin Herman was 
in Furope but address unknown, 
that he was legatee to an estate and 


a reward of $500 would be paid 
anyone who located him, dead or 
ilive. At the time Herman was at 


a Paris hotel. Gendarmes arrived 





and claimed the reward. The tele- 





gram he sent Sumner was a m irvel 
of initials, but Sumner knew what 
words were meant. Herman later 
explained he got the messagsg 
through by claiming the initials 
were his various titles. 

Once when Sumner returned from 
abroad he had stocked up with 
wines and liqueurs for a planned 
series of parties on the ship, but 
when he got aboard, was taken 
down with acute arthritis. Upon 
docking, Herman and Dr. Graus- 
man were at the pier to take him 
to the hospital. The liquor wags 
packed in a ship’s coffin, the only 
box to be found. Upon being tipped 
off Grausman laid a bunch of flow- 
ers on the box. People at the pier 
removed their hats and the liquor 
was solemnly placed on a truck, 
Later, at the hospital, Herman con- 
ducted a funeral service in Sumner's 
room and the latter swore he'd get 
even. That came when Herman 
returned from his next trip abroad. 
Customs men were fixed and the 
underwear in Herman’s bags was 
displayed all over the pier, he being 
ordered back to the ship for further 
examination. Herman thought that 
was going too far and it was montha 
before he spoke to Sumner—a fram? 
in which Sumner thought he was 
to meet a charming young girl, who 
turned out to be a fat woman from 
a& museum, 


‘WILDERNESS’ PREMIERE 
AS RADIO NEWS EVENT 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 18. 

Premiere of Eugene O'Neill's new 
one, ‘Ah, Wilderness,’ at the Nixon 
next Monday night (25) is to go on 
the air from WCAE over a coast- 
to-coast NBC hook-up. Ether of- 
ficials figure an O'Neill opening a 
thing of importance and week-end 
reports had it that Phillips Carlin 
was being sent in to handle the 
broadcast. 

O'Neill himself will be on hand 
for the premiere and is scheduled 
for a brief mike appearance, while 
George M. Cohan, the star, will do 
a scene from the play. In addition, 
Pittsburgh drama cricks are to put 
in a few words about their opinions 
of ‘Ah, Wilderness.’ 

No time has been set yet for the 
broadcast, but it will likely follow 
the show, probably between 11 and 
midnight. 





(Continued from page 41) 

The individual reprimands in 
the future, the State report sug- 
gests, should be decided on by a 
committee of three composed of a 
member of the NVA _ board, the 
medical director-supervisor or his 
representative and a representative 
of the patients. Heretofore arbitra- 
tion or debate has been unknown 
at the San, with Mrs. Murphy in 
complete charge and making all 
rules. Committee also shall write 
a new set of rules for the San. 

It was also recommended by Dr. 
Park that the NVA Fund board, 
which controls the San, hold regu- 
lar monthly meetings in New York. 
Up to now the board has met in- 
frequently, with few of the mem- 
bers knowing what was going on, 


while William J. Lee and Henry 
Chesterfield ran the NVA as they 
alone saw fit. Besides Lee and 


Chesterfield the NVA board mem- 
bers are Pat Casey, Sam Scribner, 
Moe Silver (Warners), Sam Dem- 
bow (Paramount) and Major 
Thompson, 

Recommendation by the State for 
the removal of Mrs. Murphy from 
control, tantamount to her actual 
going, climaxes a five-year fight on 
the part of a large part of the pa- 
tient body. Opposed to the patients 
were Lee and Chesterfield, who al- 
ways upheld the San’s woman su- 
perintendent on the grounds the 
complaining patients could show 
no cause for removal. On three oc- 
casions petitions asking a change 
were signed by patients, the last 
one resulting in the dismissal of 
seven patients and a general repri- 
mand for everybody. 

The matter was brought to the 
State’s attention when a group of 
patients retained a New York at- 
torney, Irving Schneider, to press 
the case for them 
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Cast and Crew Bond Demand Ends 


Bainbridge Stock, Oldest in U.S. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 18. 

After 22 years of existence the 
Bainbridge dramatic stock company 
has cried quits, for the first time 
in nearly a quarter of a century, 
this city will be without dramatic 
stock. A. C. Bainbridge, now 
mayor, turned the company and 
house over to John Dilson, last 
season’s stage director, to operate 
for him, and plans called for the 
regular reopening in October. 

When Dilson was in New York 
this month assembling his com- 


pany, he was informed by Equity 
and the local stagehands’ union he 
would have to post two weeks’ sal- 
ary for cast and crew. This, to- 
gether with other expenses inciden- 


tal to the opening, would have 
meant an initial outlay of nearly 
$5,000. 


Burden Too Much 


Dilson says he isn’t in a finan- 
cial position to meet such a de- 
mand and has announced that 
plans for the dramatic stock sea- 
son have been abandoned. The 
theatre will utilize a picture policy 
instead, Dilson says. The Bain- 
bridge company is claimed to be 
the oldest dramatic stock organi- 
zation in the United States, holding 
the record for continuous operation. 

Stock burlesque also is out of the 
Gayety because of the refusal of 
Harry Hirsch to meet the stage- 
hands’ union demands relative to 
the posting of two weeks’ advance 
salary, number of men to be used 
and the salary scale. Hirsch, too, 
had his company engaged when he 
decided to call everything off. He 
says he will wire his house also and 
use pictures and musical tabs, 

The Metropolitan, playing legit 
road show attractions, hasn’t a 
single definite booking yet. With 
no opening bill in sight here and 
with dramatic stock out, it looks 
like the slimmest season ever here 
as far as the drama is concerned. 





DUFFY ASKS US. COURT 
TO BAN FRISCO STRIKE 


San Francisco, Sept. 18. 

Henry Duffy is to go into federal 
court this morning (18) seeking an 
injunction against Local 16 of 
JATSE and Local 107 of Operators 
union to restrain stagehands and 
electricians from striking should he 
discontinue payments organizations 
claim due from the time Duffy went 
broke. 

Stage hands claim they were un- 
paid last week of Duffy operation 
in 1929, but Duffy claims he was 
already out, and payment was up to 
the Winship estate. 

When Duffy opened ‘20th Century’ 
at the Curran and ‘Counsellor at 
Law’ at the Alcazar, he declares 
Locals 16 and 107 threatened to 
strike unless he paid $100 weekly 
on the sum due. 

To date he has paid $600, he says, 
and wants Federal Judge Kerrigan 
to issue an injunction against such 
threats, or any walkouts. 


Ducat Men Organize 
Nat’l Body Under NRA 


The National Theatrical Treas- 
urers’ Association was formed Sun- 
day (17) when at a meeting at the 
Waldorf theatre, N. Y., it was said 
there were 700 application for mem- 
bership. Object of the NTTA, which 
is opened to all box-office people, is 
to participate in the legit code com- 
mittee sessions, if the new organ- 
ization is recognized. NRA applies 
Only to national bodies. Up to now 
theatre treasurers have been 
&rouped with the minority theatre 
¢mployees division and seek to 
Place a representative on the NALT 
&eneral emergency committee. 

Harry B. Nelmes, head of the 
Treasurers Club, was elected presi- 
dent of the NTTA; Lep Solomon, 
Sel De Vries, Allan J. Schnebbe, and 
Joseph P. Bickerton (attorney) be- 
ing the other officers. Directors are 
Louis Olms, Mack Hilliard, Riving- 
ton Bisland, Cora Gibbs, Leon 
Spachner, Irving Engel, Frank 


Bora, Richard Moon and Lew Wood. | 





$45 Ad Suit Against 


Chicago, Sept. 18. 

Aftermath of the ‘World Be- 
tween,’ play which folded after a 
short stay, is a suit by the ‘Daily 
News’ against R. G. Lydy, parking 
space king and angel of the show, 
for $45 for advertising with writer 
Fritz Blocki included in the tech- 
nicalities of the wrangle. 
Understood that lLydy 
$11,00 into the venture. 


SHOW SHORTAGE 
UBO'S PROBLEM 


tossed 





The United Booking Office, which 
is the Shubert and Erlanger ex- 
changes combined, for routing pur- 
poses formed a year ago to handle 
legit attractions on the road, faces 
the problem of finding attractions 
to book. It is the same situation 
as on Broadway, where there are 
twice as many theatres as there are 
shows in sight. 

U. B. O. main purpose was to 
eliminate opposed bookings, but 
aside from some jamming of new 
shows last fall, its bookers have had 
little trouble in that direction be- 
cause of attraction scarcity. U. B. 
O. has a dozen shows to book, or 
about half the number it had on 
the books at this time last season. 
Preponderance of failures on 
Broadway last season is the reason, 
giving the road a leaner outlook 
than a year ago. 

A few of the eastern keys are 
counting on initial presentation of 
new shows, but the other stands 
face plenty of darkness. At least 
two of the U. B. O. attractions will 
play through broken time in the 
South, ‘The Green Pastures’ and 
‘Of Thee I Sing’ (not --:t.in of 
touring). Among the other road at- 
tractions are Katharine Cornell in 
repertory, ‘Biography,’ ‘Music in the 
Air,’ ‘Late Christopher Bean,’ ‘Uncle 
Tom's Cabin,’ ‘Ruy Blas,’ ‘Goodbye 
Again,’ ‘Take a Chance,’ ‘Dinner at 
Eight,’ ‘The Gay Divorce’ and ‘One 
Sunday Afternoon.’ 

In addition there are independent 
attractions which are on and off the 
books of the U. B. O. which antici- 
pates doubling the number of road 
shows by the end of October. 


SHOWMAN LAGUARDIA’S 
CAMPAIGN STRATEGIST 


Paul Moss, erstwhile legit pro- 
ducer and brother of B. S. Moss, the 
showman, is now business manager 
of the Fusion campaign committee 
sponsoring Major F. H. LaGuardia 
for New York City’s next mayor. 
The barrister, William M. Chad- 
bourne, campaign manager of the 
Fusion committee of which Samuel 
Seabury, arch foe of Tammany, is 
head, appointed Moss to the busi- 
ness managership. 

Moss’ headquarters will be in the 
Paramount building, N. Y. 


4 Hurt in Auto Crash 
St. Joseph, Mo., Sept. 18. 

Swerving to avoid a car which 
stopped suddenly, two actors and 
their wives motoring to New York 
from Denver last Wednesday, were 
badly injured in a head-on collison 
with another car. James Holerke, 
who sustained a fractured hip and 
leg, and Averill Harris, with a 
smashed instep and broken leg 
had just closed the season in stock 
at Elitch Gardens, Denver. 

Mrs. Harris also suffered a frac- 
tured leg, while Mrs. Holerke was 
but slightly injured. All are in the 
St. Joseph hospital. 





STOCK FOR MONTCLAIR | 
Montclair, N. J., Sept. 18. | 
Stock opens at the Montclair, Oct. 
2 by Rugoff & Becker in association 
with Arthur M. Rapf. Direction will 
be by Rowland G. Edwards who 
directed the Broad Street players, 
Newark, last season. 
It is Edwards’ intention to use 








popular successes with guest stars 


$11,000 Chicago Angel | 


{1 house, Greenwich Village, last week 








Chorine Picks a Name 





Dancer in ‘Murder at the 
Vanities,’ revue-meller at the 
New Amsterdam, N. Y., has 
the name of Gay Orlova. Good 
looking platinum blonde hoofer 
nothing funny in the 
monicker. 

Orlova is of Russian parent- 
age and original label prob- 
ably a tongue twister. 


ISLAND BARNSTORMERS 


sees 











The Playground Players, a group 


of legits mostly resident around 


toriums since mid-July, will con- 
tinue indefinitely according to pres- 


ent plans. The Playgrounders are 
on the New York State Unemploy- 
ment Relief payroll, receiving $3.20 
daily and wer: slated to be so paid 
until Sept. 15. 

Plan now i: for the outfit to ap- 
pear in spots throughout the state 
and the plaers look for an increase 
in pay to $7 or $8 daily, which 
would give them the legit minimum 
wage of $40 weekly established by 
the NRA legit theatre code for reg- 
ular shows. *° 

Playgrounders are unique in the 
unemployment fund set-up, in that 
they are aiding local relief funds. 
At the start the group netted around 
$500 weekly, takings going in total 
te local relief committees in each 
village. Average has been $200 net 
weekly, show going on two and 
three nights weekly. Group played 
‘The Family Upstairs’ and proposes 
to give a new show with thc tenta- 
tive title of ‘Seven Red Elephants’. 


VILLAGE SNEAKS OVER 
8-MONTH RUN OF LEGIT 


The Cherry Lane little theatre in 
Greenwich Village boasts a run of 
eight months with ‘A Charming 
Rascal,’ which concluded this week. 
Play is from the French, adapted 
by Paul Gillmore, who has been 
conducting the Lane for five years. 
‘Rascal’ went through the summer 
without Broadway even suspecting 
that a Village theatre was operat- 
ing. Attendance comes from various 
sources, pluggers visiting mercan- 
tile establishments with bargain 
ticket slips. 

Policy at the Lane was ‘a new 
play every month,’ a slogan that 
has not been adhered to. Gillmore 
himself appears in ‘Rascal’ and 
starting next Monday will be fea- 
tured with his daughter Virginia 
in a revival of ‘Strictly Dishonor- 
able,’ in which he created the Judge 
role, with a piece called ‘As We 
Love’ going on Saturday and Sun- 
day afternoons. Regular perform- 
ances are given nightly, including 
Sunday. Listed as ‘coming’ are: 
‘Get a Doctor,’ ‘A Minister in Hell’ 
and ‘The Moscow Art Theatre 
Company.’ 








Village Play to B’way 





‘The Mountain,’ which was pre- 
sented at the Provincetown Play- 


will be brought uptown. Contracts 
have been issued to the players by 
Robert Ames Winthrop, a new- 
comer. 

Name of Dr. George F. Chandler, 


written by Carty Ranck, drew little 
attention from showmen. 





Shumlin Directing 


Herman Shumlin who could find 
no show to produce for himself, will 
direct ‘The Minute’s Alibi,’ an Eng- 
lish drama which will be presented 
here by Crosby Gaige and Lee Shu- , 
bert. 

‘Alibi’ is holding over indefinitely 
in London. Rehearsals start here 


( 


adapted 
Adolphe Phillip. 
last week as director at which time 
Vincent 
script with 
eliminating the 
His insistenc 

lead to legal action by Phillip and 


Forced Qut, but 





Says Road Waits on 
Outcome of NRA Drive 


Rochester, Sept. 18. 


Lyceum theatre will open the legit 


COING THROUGH STATE season Oct. 13 and 14 with Walter 


Hampton in ‘Ruy Blas.’ 

Manager Hattie Lutt returning 
from New York reports road show 
bookings delayed by uncertainty 


Freeport, L. I., who have been ap-|oyver NRA outcome, but she expects 
pearing in Long Isiand school audi-|/action in the near future. 





N.Y. Hipp Grand 
Onera Survives, 


Others Brodie 


Pop grand opera resuming at the 
Hippodrome, N. Y., is off-to a profit- 
able start, despite increased operat- 
ing costs and opposition operatic 
attractions. First full week drew 
a gross over $16,000. 


Of the opposed operatic presen- 
tations, three opened and closed 
quickly. The withdrawals were at 


the Mecca Auditorium, Academy of 
Music, Brooklyn, and the Willis, 
Bronx. All tried for four days. 
Some doubt about other ~ lanned 
operatic attractions going into ac- 
tion until later. The Fides opera 
with a Met conductor leading a 
71-piece orchestra attracted atten- 
tion at 
prices at $1.65 top, but not enough 
money to pay off such a costly 
musical set-up. 

Hipp claims that rescaling the 
prices brought in as much money, 
although attendance was somewhat 
less than during the spring. New 
top is $1.10 which goes for the en- 
tire lower floor, with the balcony 
at 55 cents, also reserved. Despite 
opposition the Hipp figures it can 
command a steady draw until late 
fall, when the Metropolitan season 
starts. Regardless it is proposed to 
continue opera at pop prices in the 
Hipp throughout the season. 


DITCHING ‘KULTUR’ ROLE 
OF HITLER CAUSES RIFT 


In back of the postponement of 
‘Kultur’ until next week at the 
Mansfie d, N. Y., is internal discon- 
tent that has ousted three or four 
aides to J. J. Vincent heretofore 
unknown in legit. Vincent who 
was in the touring operatic field for 
several seasons, is an_ excitable 
Russian. 

The play is a satire on Hitler and 
the Germany of today. It was 
from the German by 
Latter withdrew 








sturted revamping’ the 
the supposed idea of 

Hitler character. 
on that point may 


retired surgeon, who is reported set others interested throuzh owner- 
to bankroll 18 plays in the Village ship of stock in the ‘Kultur’ cor- 
spot, does not appear. ‘Mountain,’ poration. 


Ben Atwell who had been associ- 


ated with Vincent for three seasons, 
—_ received 
stepped out and Oliver Saylor took 
over the 
walked after a row with Vincent. 
Other 

stepped 
manager offered them wages less 
than the minimum mentioned in the 


‘ock instead of salary. He 


publicity. Saylor also 
company executives side- 
the outfit when the new 


ezit theatre code. 
‘i<ultur’ c..st-went on salary Mon- 
lay, this being the fifth week of 








next week. 


Sam Kopp Newark Mgr. 
Newark, Sept. 18. 

Sam Kopp is the new manager 
of the Broad Street. He's also 
doubling on the publicity. 

Former Shubert-booked house, 
taken over from Morris Schlesinger 
by Paul K. Karrakis, is playing 
legit stock. 


‘ 





Crosby. 
the presentation. 


rehearsals. 


Second Miele Try 


Second of the summer try-out 


group tested in Summit, N. J., to 
be presented on Broadway, will be 


Career,’ by Julie Herne and Yvonne 
Elizabeth Miele will make 


Chrystal Herne will have the lead 


Rehearsals start early in October. 


At Last by Codes’ 


VAR. 


— af 


Ticket Trade Sees Many Agenitn. 


Old Evils Cured 


Firm Control 


Most drastic change in Broad- 
way's theatre ticket situation is 
anticipated under the rules laid 
down by the National Association 
of the Legitimate Theatre commit- 
tee last week. With the NRA stamp, 
the legit code provides for wiping 
out gypping and other unfair ticket 
practices and from indications cor- 
rection of old evils will be accom- 
plished for the first time in the 
history of legit. 

There is little doubt that some 
agencies will be forced out of busi- 
ness. Of the 30 odd ticket offices 
there may be but a dozen, or even 
fewer, when the smoke clears away. 
In light of the NRA’s objective to 
increase employment, that may 
seem counter to the government’s 
campaign to climb out of the de- 
pression. But showmen contend 
that gypping in the sale of tickets 
by brokers or speculators has been 
the most harmful single element ad- 
versely affecting show business. 
Managers, with the assent of 
others on the NALT committee, as- 
sert that while a bunch of specs 
may be forced out of the ticket 
business, if the public gets a chance 
to buy tickets at reasonable rates, 
show business will improve and as 
a consequence there will be more 
actors working, more ‘theatres open 
and more general employees occu* 
pied. Therefore, they say, it will 
be for the general good and, al- 
though some agencies have aided 
producers by advancing money on 
tickets, times have changed. That 
the NALT emergency committee 
subscribes to that program is evi- 





Mecca Auditorium with |]. 


denced by the fact that ticket dis- 
tribution was the first problem con- 
sidered after the code was filed in 
Washington. 


First Hit As Test 


The test of the new ticket rules 
will come when the first hit arrives 
on Broadway. Enforcement of the 
rules is up to the managers them- 
selves. Agencies will be permitted 
to resell lower priced tickets and 
the first three rows in the balcony 
for 75 cents over the box office 
price, with a 50 cent premium al- 
lowable for the balance of the 
house. If a spec charges more and 
is detected, no theatre will be per- 
mitted to do business with that 
agency. Theatres caught making 
allotments or knowingly selling to 
agency violators, are subject to a 
fine of $500 for each offense. 

Broadway and ticket men are 
guessing how many agencies can 
continue in business under the new 
rules. Most of them admit they all 
can’t exist if limited to the 75 and 
50 cents premium. That they will 
no longer have to stand for losses 
on ‘buys’ seems not so important 
to them. First idea about the elimi- 
nation of buys was that most of the 
agencies would be able to go along 
if business were fairly good. Gen- 
eral feeling now is that only the 
largest agencies will survive be- 
cause of the volume of sales pos- 
sible. Other offices have too smal! 
an outlet to make a profit under 
the new rules, according to most 
specs. 

How About Charges? 

What the average agency wants 
to learn is whether in addition to 
the premiums, they will be permit- 
ted to make service charges, such 
as a monthly fee for keeping charge 
accounts, whether it will be okayz 
to charge for delivery of tickets an’ 
whether an extra fee can be charged 
to accounts monthly in return for 
delivering good locations. The 
NALT committee has not made up 
its mind about those points. Brokers 
say they should be permitted to ac- 
commodate the demand of the last 
hour patron and the visitor from 
out of town, who is willing to pay 
an excess price. But the managers 
say they care little for that special 
type of playgoer, preferring to con- 
centrate on the mass of regular the- 
atre-goers. 

Up to now there have been seven 
agencies licensed under the new 
rules. They are McBride-Bascom 
(combination), Sullivan-Kay-Tyson 
Operating Co. (combination), Le- 
blang-Postal (the three largest 
agencies); Tyson and Co., Broadway, 
Sol Subber and William Jackson. 
Latter two offices are among tha 
smaller agencies. The NALT states 
it has no objection to licensing any 
established agency, which is in ac- 





(Continued on page 46) 


ee 


Cian 


ROM ae 





yp gat OA Segre wt Le 


ee Doe ee 


ee ee 


29 OP Be rm A 








| el a, ea 


” - 
Br VARIETY 





REGETEMATE 


Tuesday, September 19, 1933 








Plays on Broadway 





MURDER AT VANITIES 


Karl Carroll production of two-act 
musico-melodrama by Carroll and Rufus 
King. music and lyrics by Edward Hey- 
man and Richard Myers, with interpolated 
gongs by Herman Hupfeld, John Jacob 
Loeb and Paul Francis Webster, Ned 
Washington and Victor Young and John 
W. Green. Additional dialog by Eugene 
Conrad, Dialog staged by Burk Symon; 
dances, Chester Hale; additional dance ar- 
rangemente, Ned McGurn; Ray Kava- 


mnaugh, musical director. 

Cast is headed by Bela Lugosi, Olga 
Raclanova, James Rennie and Billy House. 
Others, besides the 5¢ Carroll beauts, in- 
clude Charles Ashley, Pauline Moore, 
Naomi Ray, Frank Ikiagdon, Lew 
Eckles, Naomi Ray, Amby Costello, A! 
Webster, Walker Thornton, Deryl Wallace, 
Jean Adair, William Fay, Robert Cum- 
mings, William Balfour, Lisa Silbert, Bar- 
bara Winchester, Ben Lackland, Martha 
Pryor, James Coughlin, Mickey Braatz, 
Villi Milli, Elsie Rossi, Charles G. John- 
son, Helena Rapport, Edwin Vickery, F. 
X. Mahoney, Wiley Adams, Eileen Burns, 
Phil Sheridan, Len Lewis, F. Raymond, 
Woods Miller, Una Vilon, Mackie and La- 
vallie, Lewis and Van, Paul Gerrish. 





‘Murder at the Vanicties’ is just 
that. It murders two good ideas, 
a mystery thriller and a Carroll 
‘Vanities,’ and -the hybrid achieves 
nothing beyond mediccrity. It’s 
neither fish, flesh nor good red her- 
ring. A curious hodge-podge of 
combining a Carroll musical revue 
with a murder meller, the idea was 
novel if nothing else, and, despite 
the prime appeal of novelty, what- 
ever boxoffice chances it had were 
snowed under by a theatrical se- 
quence which evidences that it 
should not have been ushered into 
the New Amsterdam in its present 
condition. 

The Philly break-in was so bad 
that Carroll asked the critics to see 
it again later in the week before 
writing their notices. The opinion 
following the original uncurtaining 
held, and it still holds, for metro- 
politan consumption even at $3.30. 

As a show venture, Carroll is 
plenty off the nut from ti.3 start 
through his Paramount film tie-in 
whereby Par has underwritten the 
stage venture as a prelude to ulti- 
mate filmization. A $100,000 consid- 
eration is said to figure on top of 
everything, with Carroll to super- 
vise the screen production in time, 
so the impresario is financially on 


Bvelvet already. 


But apart from these financial 
considerations, Carroll has ushered 
in a highly disappointing venture. 
Rating as the first important mu- 
sical premiere so far this season, 
the ultra turn-out at the New Am- 
sterdam was divided in its interest 
between the creaking meller and 
the fan-and-fancy stuff of the Car- 
roll Nudist Cult. 

The meller is one of those things. 
At zero hour it collapses complete- 
ly. Two or three murders are left 
hanging in the air, James Rennie 
(a police inspector who does his 
sleuthing in impeccable tails) de- 
ciding that wedding finale with 
Pauline Moore, whom several vil- 
lains have been pursuing for two 
acts and two and one-half hours, is 
now in crder. 

Suspicions are pointed at every 
one and causes for homicide estab- 
lished in several instances, but 
nothing satisfactory in the crime- 
solution department eventuates. 

Musically it was a dull evening. 
The Carroll beauts, decidedly par- 
tial as to blondes, satisfactorily sus- 
tained the ex-7th avenue. Earl's 
batting average for pickin’ ’em, but 
there it ended. There was a little 
Sally Rand in a Chester Hale fan 
routine that was reasonably im- 
pressive. 

Of the cast, the hit of the evening 
fell to the lot of Paul Gerrish, a 
roller skater who made his chorus 
count for plenty. Working in tails, 
with consummate ease and poise, 
and with a Robert Montgomeryish 
front, he was the sole novelty of 
the evening’s talent offerings. For 
the rest, Lugosi and T.sa Silbert 
were a sinister pair; Baclanova, a 
German vamp of crude proportions; 
Ben Lackland, a hapless juve; Ren- 
nie, already accounted for; Pauline 
Moore, the ingenue ‘Vanities’ girl 
on whom there are evil designs; and 
Billy House in familiar rotund 
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Winter season, character actress 
and versatile man, under twenty- 
five. Write HENRY GREEN,’ 
46 Washington Square South, 
New York, before October first. 








comic efforts as the assistant stage 
manager. 


eleventh hour following billing and 
contract tiff, although programmed. 
Una Vilon was a  hotch  torso- 
torcher working in cabaret manner, 
whose chores were amplified as a 
consequence of the two-man team's 
drop-out. 

On preduction, Prof. Max Teu- 

ber’s neon-maypole finale in the 
first act was remindful of the sim- 
ilar ‘cold light’ electrical effects done 
in Carroli's iast ‘Vanities,’ likewise 
an iil-fated revue. 
Terpsichorically, Chester Hale 
achieved some novel effects in con- 
certed rhyithmics on movable giant 
Staircases, varied by luminous paint 
effects. Sut in toto ‘Murder at the 
Vanities’ isn't destined for’ Broad- 
way longevity. This will probably 
suit Paramount just as well, inci- 
dentally, for among the preliminary 
summer dog-day worries were how 
to release Lugosi for the film ver- 
sion, if the stage production became 
a hit and kept the show overly long 
in New York. Abel. 


Shaw and Lee dropped out at the} 








‘For God and Country’ (A. H. 
Woods) Empire 

‘Ruy Blas’ (Walter Hamp- 
den) Cort. 

‘Late Christopher Bean’. 
(road) (Wee & Leventhal) 
Waldorf. 

‘Her Master’s Voice’ 
Gordon) Harris. 

‘Her Man of Wax’ (Shuberts) 
Ambassador. 

‘Men in White’ (Harmon & 
Ullman) Broadhurst. 

‘School for Lovers’ (Theatre 
Guild) Guild. 

‘Undesirable Lady’ 
Gordon) National. 

‘Let ’Em Eat Cake’ (Sam H. 
Harris) Imperial. 

‘Ah Wilderness’ 
Guild) Guild. 

‘Amourette’ (Peters and Spil- 
ter) Miller. 

‘Pursuit of Happiness’ (Row- 
land Stebbins) Avon. 


Shows in Rehearsal 
| 
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(Max 


(Leon 


(Theatre 





‘Sailor Beware’ 
Burr) Lyceum, 

‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ (road) 
(Rowland Stebbins) Fulton. 

‘Kultur’ (J. J. Vincent) 
Mansfield. 

‘The Green Pastures’ (Row- 


(Courtney 





HEAT LIGHTNING 


Comedy drama in three acts presented 
at the Booth Sept. 15 by Abbott-Dunning, 
Inc.; written by Leon Abrams and 
George Abbott; staged by latter. 

ME Lbab 664040 dn 6 cebebesde Emily Lowry 
A Wife. .cccccccccccvees Maud B. Sinclair 
oo. rer hones ba ebee it Eddie Acuff 
A Husband....ccores William Wadsworth 
a Ccnba¥ess bededcverevgeess Jean Dixon 
Steve seecececcecesses Coburn Goodwin 
OSTHO cscecccces eeeeee-Robert Gleckler 
JO nnccccescceveces eres Robert Sloane 
First Hitch-Hiker..... +-..-Gail De Hart 
Second Hitch-Hiker...... Geraldine Wall 
DE tobe seeueskeone «++-Vincent Keller 
OE EPR Joan Carr 
Mrs. Tifton...... op edeocee’ Lenore Sorsby 
CROUMORF ccccece gees ces Joseph Downing 


{Joseph Rivers 

: i Irene Castellanos 

A Mexican Family..{Carmen Castellanos 
Dolores Sierra 

{Emilio Sierra 





First play to Broadway from Law- 
rence Langner’s Westport, Conn., 
try-out plant. Presented by the 
George Abbott-Phil Dunning outfit, 
the combo which started so well 
last season with ‘20tn Century.’ It 
is much the best thus far, in'a new 
season that previously had offered 
a list of dramatic zeros. But it is 
not quite good enough, 

‘Heat Lightning’ is a melodrama- 
tic comedy set in the lunchroom of 
a filling station and camp in the 
southwestern desert lands not far 
from the Mexican border. Abbott 
worked over the script which has 
evidences of light touches here and 
there, not in the original. Show 
has a fair laugh content, mostly in 
the second act. First act lazes 
under the desert sun and the last 
act goes ia tor drama, 

Olga, a girl who started out in 
life in the Oklahoma oil fields, 
sometimes hurd, sometimes easy, 
and now conducting a gas station 
on the highway to that territory, 
and George, once her lover in the 
wild days, are the principal persons 
of the play. Olga is now content, 
satisfied with hard work, and hold- 
ing only abhorrence for the past. 
Little establishment is her own and 
there is only a younger sister, Myra, 
to worry about. Myra is in love 
with an air mail pilot, but that is 
a minor detail. 

into their routine existence comes 
George accompanied by Steve, a 
young companion in crime, They 
are of a gang that robbed a Salt 
Lake bank, killing the cashier 
amon: others, and are heading for 
Mexico. Olga thought she had put 
George aside forever and she asks 
him to blow. But he sticks around 
with the idea of copping the jewels 
of two Reno divorcees, putting up 
in the camp for the night. 

To make it easier for Steve to 
rifle the safe, George enslaves Olga 
for .he moment, while Myra is off 
to a dance. She has shielded the 
fugitives from the local dicks, High 
point of the drama comes when 
Steve refuses to rob the safe of so 
good a sport as Olga. George starts 
pumping his automatic at the kid 
who dtcks, while Olga shoots her 
no-good lover. Easy enough for 
Olga to arrange a getaway for the 
lad and casually explain to the 
sheriff that she killed the bandit 
when he attempted to loot the place. 
Her explanation is not only readily 
accepted, but the reward for nab- 
bing the bandit falls into her cap- 
able hand. 

Lighter touches come with the ar- 
rival of a Mexican, plus wife and 
kids on their way in a flivver to 
Juarez with game cocks. Then there 
is the chauffeur driving the di- 
vorcees, both of whom are on the 
make for him and his remarks fur- 
nish secondary giggles. Situation 
having one of the women gazed 
upon by the under-sheriff as she 
bathes in a wash-tub, another 
change of pace. 

There is something real about the 
playing of Jean Dixon as Olga and 
Robert Gleckier as bad George. Rob- 
ert Sloane as the under-sheriff made 
a small part stand out; Joseph 
Downing amused as the chauffeur. 
Emily Lowry okay as Olga's kid 
sister. 

‘Heat Liehtning’®’ drew a fair 
break from the critics. "Will prob- 
ably make a better picture than a 





land Stebbins) Manhattan. 
‘Trip to Pressburg’ (Shu- 
berts) Morosco., 


‘Hotel 
(Green 
Heights. 

‘Bridges to Cross’ (Try-out) 
(Elizabeth Miele) Summit, N. J. 

‘Prize Package’ (Try-out) 
Broad Street, Newark. 





Alimony’ 
& McCoy) 


(Try-out) 
Jackson 











FOREIGN REVIEW 
THE DISTAFF SIDE 


London, Sept. 6. 


Comedy by John van Druten, presented 
by Gilbert Miller, produced by Auriol Lee 
at the Apollo theatre, Sept. 5. 


Mira. VeRables. .occicerececs Haidee Wright 
Mrs. Millward (Evie)......Sybil Thorndike 
Mrs, Frobisher (Liz)......... Maritta Hunt 


Mrs. Fletcher (Nellie), 

Dorothy Holmes-Gore 
Roeland. .ccccctvecsseces Alexander Archdale 
pe errr Ty TTT eceeeee Viola Keats 
Christopher Venables.......Robert Horton 
Theresa Venables.........Margaret Carter 


Miss Spicer......+see. osébacne Dora Barton 
Rose.. ™ WPYTiTrTii ts. eeveees- Maud Buchanan 
Toby Chegwidden......++-- Clifford Evans 


Charles Hubbard...........Geoffrey Gomer 
Gilbert . Blaize......++..++..Edgar Norfolk 





Generally speaking, John van 
Druten does not write plays for the 
populace. His aim apparently is 
for highbrow approval. In his lat- 
est effort he provides interesting 
entertainment for the discerning, 
but it is not a play of broad ap- 
peal, It is a slice of life as life 
really is, rather than melodrama as 
the average theatre-goer likes it. 
Therefore, it received good notices 
from the high-brow critics, al- 
though practically all of them 
agreed it is not good theatre. 
Story shows a family group, con- 
sisting of grandmother, widowed 
mother with two daughters and a 
son, and tells how they live, all of 
which is commonplace. The fact 
that one of the daughters has an 
affair with a man is incidental and 
has little or no vital bearing on the 
plot. 

Generally well played, with hon- 
ors going to Sybil Thorndike in a 
role different from anything she has 
accustomed to play. Jolo. 





Fewer Spees 
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cordance with directions from NRA 
headquarters. 

The bulk of the other ticket 
brokers, regarding themselves as 
independents, have not sought a 
license. They want to talk it over 
at the NALT. First session was 
held Monday (18), the brokers con- 
ferring with the sub-committee 
which was assigned to handle the 
detail of ticket control. Full NALT 
committee will meet Wednesday 
(20), after which it will probably 
be settled who is and who isn’t 
going to engage in sales of tickets 
this season. At Monday’s session 
the indie specs said they wanted 
the rules explained and all will seek 
licenses. 

It is no secret that most of the 
brokers are broke. Chances of re- 
couping this season appear to have 
gone glimmering and in any event 
they are up against the sharpest 
control system yet devised. 

Labor committee of the Theatre 
League has been unable to come to 
an agreement with the stage hands 
over changes in working conditions. 
Altheugh there are no differences 
over the wage scale, which remains 
the same as last season, the man- 
agers are seeking concessions. Let- 
ters sent to out-of-town stage 
hands’ locals by Leonard Bergman 
of Erlanger’s for the committee, 
evoked no responses. 

Bergman is making a tour of the 
key cities with the object of talk- 




















play. Ibee. 


ing over the situation with the 


Plays Out of Town 





3 WITH LANTERNS 


Newark, Sept. 15. 


Comedy in three acts by Michael Watts. 
Presented by Paul K. Karrakis at the 
Broad Street. Included in the cast are 
Frances Bendsten, Mabel Mortimer, Mary 
Newton, Albert Berg, Richard Rauber, 
Helen Champlin and Robert L. Clear. 





A program note states that Paul 
K. Harrakis intends to produce all 
new plays, many of which would not 
appeal to the commercial manager. 
Herein lies the difficulty; if the 
plays do not appeal to the commer- 
cial theatre man they are unlikely 
to interest the everyday playgoers. 
Anything is possible, but the devel- 
opment of a profitable special the- 
atre in Newark looks from here like 
a long chance, 


It is doubtful is the opening play, 
‘Three with Lanterns,’ appeals to 
popular taste sufficiently to make it 
draw. It tells a story of jealousy in 
English family life with few and 
unexciting complications. 

Tony Steele, concealing the fact 
that his wife bores him, is wrapped 
up in his adult son, who is just re- 
turning from America. His newly 
married daughter worships her 
father, but feels that she is ne- 
glected.. Her mother is engrossed in 
other things, and interplay of con- 
flicting emotions causes amusement. 


The daughter finds that her ideal- 
ized brother has feet of clay and, 
whether intentionally or not (the 
play is obscure on this), allows his 
worshippers to see his defects. 
After much unpleasantness, a recon- 
ciliation follows. 

It is most hurtful to the whole con- 
ception that the characters arouse 
so little sympathy that no one cares 
what happens to them. 

The cast does not help the play 
much, and it needs superior acting 
to bring out its merits. This does 
not mean that the acting was bad, 
but simply that this was an unfor- 
tunate choice with which to open a 
stock season. 

As Alice, the best part in the play, 
Mary Newton contributed a faithful 
portrait. The others showed vary- 
ing degrees of competence but 
enormous earnestness. 


DIE FLEDERMAUS 


Westport, Sept. 15. 


Dwight Deere Wiman’s revival of 
the Johann Strauss operetta im- 
pressed so favorably on its presen- 
tation here in the closing week of 
the Country Playhouse that Wiman 
is prepared to bring it to New York 
in about a month. 

Given a particularly finished pro- 
duction with superb settings by 
Mielziner, and cast with an eye to- 
ward New York, ‘Fledermaus’ is al- 
most ready for a season in which 
few operettas are slated. 

Wiman got up the revival with 
this thought in mind, that if the 
new book by Lawrence Langner and 
lyrics by Robert Simon were right, 
if new trappings brought color to 
the old standby and if suitable sing- 
ers could be engaged, he would 
stake a New York production. 
Packed houses left no doubt as 
to the public’s interest and oniy two 
rainy nights kept the musical from 
breaking the house record set by 
Jane Cowl. The customers had a 
lavish production, plus such people 
as Peggy Wood, Helen Ford and 
John E, Hazzard. 

Langner’s book is modern and 
appropriate, the lyrics are a joy 
and the company, particularly Helen 
Ford, leaves little to be desired. 

The Broadway delegation, which 
each Monday motors out to West- 
port, was overjoyed to see Helen 
Ford get the break of her lifetime. 
Out of musicals for five years, Miss 
Ferd is nothing short of sensational 
as Adele, the soubrette. Singing bet- 
ter than ever and looking trim and 
chic, Miss Ford stopped the show 
Monday night. 

Kitty Carlisle, a newcomer from 

the tab shows, made an impression 
as a young prince, and although 
Strauss wrote the music for a mez- 
zo. she delivers in a voice of higher 
register. Peggy Wood is the Rosa- 
linde and she will return to Broad- 
way a golden voiced prima donna. 
The costumes set off her beauty and 
New York will hear her in her tirst 
singing role in some time. 
George Meader is the Bisenstein, 
and will stay for New York. John 
Hazzard scored in a bit, but Myron 
Duncan was not a _ satisfactory 
Faulke. He will be replaced by 
Thomas Chalmers. 

The first act is slow and the third 
act long, and Miss Wood's gypsy 
song is not suited to her talents. 
Daily rehearsals were held here to 
whip the book into shape, and Wi- 
man seemed satisfied with the gen- 
eral performance at the end of the 





union leaders. David Finestone, of 
the Shubert office, has the stage 
hands assignment along with Berg- 
man. Stage hands’ and musicians’ 
contracts will shortly come before 
the NALT committee, but it is be- 
lieved the decision will be put up 





to Washington. 


HE KNEW THEM ALE 


Newark, Sept. 16. 
Comedy in three acts by Tom Powers 
Presented by Edward F. Gardner at the 


Women's Club, Caldwell, N, Staged 
by Powers and Gardner. In the cast are 
Daisly Atherton, Alma Kruger, Helen 


Patterson, Harriet Russell, Carleton Young, 
William Ingersoli, Katherine Hirsch, Tom 
Powers, Clifford Dunstan. 





When Tom Powers wrote this he 
violated the actor-author code by 
not giving himself most of the play 
and all the good lines. He doesn't 
even appear until the middle of the 
second act. Sad to say the play 
seems to slow down a little after 


that. But it has been going strong 
up to that point and is by no means 
dull at any time. 

Mrs. Ella Burton learns from her 
younger daughter's letter that the 
unmarried girl is in trouble, expect- 
ing a baby. She calls a family con- 
ference to deal with the situation. 
As one member is a sombre 
divinity student and another a sane 
liberal and as the grandmother is 
an advanced thinker, an amusing 
clash of characters ensues. Another 
aaughter, who masks the pain of a 
romance ruined by the war under 
the guise of a materialistic modern, 
refuses to worry about her sister, 
and bosses her rather dumb mother 
about. Finally the younger sister 
arrives and to her amazement learns 
of the family’s worry which she 
shows is due to a misconstruction of 
her letter. 

She has her fiance in a cab out- 
side and after straightening out all 
suspicions produces’ him, But 
he, after falling for the grand- 
mother’s charm, makes it plain that 
although he has brought the girl 
safely home, he has no intentions of 
marrying her. After other com- 
plications he turns out to be the 
elder sister’s lover who had been 
given up as dead. In a tender scene 
they clinch for the curtain. 

The play is packed with amusing 
lines. The twists of the thought 
are lively and unexpected. In the 
late action Powers seems to have 
flagged in originality and he em- 
ploys thread-worn ideas, such as a 
scene from the movies. But these 
minor defects could easily be cor- 
rected and a few long expository 
speeches could be omitted to the 
plays improve:nent. 

The direction is excellent and the 
cast is good. Powers handles his 
assignment well but is not ideally 
cast as a romantic lover. Superb 
is Alma Kruger as the grandmother, 
Harriet Russell makes the lovelorm 
sister something memorable an@ 
Helen Patterson plays a different 
sort of servant girl. The inexper- 
ience of Katherine Hirsch as the 
younger sister is evident, but she 
has vivacity and shows possibilities. 


Farewell Performance 


Newark, Sept. 14. 


Farce in three acts by James Ramsey 
Uliman. Presented by Elizabeth Miele at 
the Lyric, Summit, N. J. Staged by 
Charles Sinclair. Setting by Walter Roach, 
In the cast are Lynne Overman, Harry 
Tyler, Florence Robinson, Sianley Harrison, 
Burford Hampden, Frank J. Kirk, Kate 
nga Lucille Clay Osborne, Stephes 
sToss. 





Lynne Overman, excellent farceur, 
is able to take the trifles tossed him 
in this piece, spin them into an au- 
thentic fabric, and give a fanciful 
concoction the air of versimilitude. 


‘Farewell Performance’ lacks the 
tight construction a farce requires, 
but it is audacious and often laugh- 
able. It tells of a suitor who wants 
his sweetheart compromised so that 
he can do the gallant act and win 
her parents’ consent by offering to 
marry her. Getting his friend, Peter 
(Lynne Overman), to agree to help 
him, he leaves his fiancee with him 
while he arranges for his wedding. 
The plan works only too well when 
the girl willingly gives in to her 
host. Another suitor learns of this 
and insists upon marrying the sule 
lied one to the delight of her pare 
ents. Besides this, Peter’s mistress, 
piqued at him, annexes the other 
suitor, and things end peacefully if 
not morally. 

Most of the cast were pleasing, 
Harry Tyler was entertaining play- 
ing Mac, a drunk role, and Stanley 
Harrison made a good butler. Lu- 
cille Clay Osborne appeared agree- 
ably as the mistress, and Stephen 
Gross was an amusing bridegroom. 


Future Plays 


‘Is Life Worth Living”, Engtsh 
play, will be given early produc- 
tion by Harry Moses. 

‘An Old Spanish Custom’ whl be 
done by Morris Green. 

‘Give Us This Day’ will be pro- 
duced by Francis lL. Curtis and 
Richard Myers. It’s about a N. Y- 
family. 

‘The Command to Love’ (musical 
version) is being readied by Dwight 











Deere Wiman and John Tuerk. 
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‘CHEER,’ $24,000, 
FIRST CLICK 
IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 18. 

‘As Thousands Cheer,’ the Sam 
Harris-Irving Berlin revue, which 
epened a week ago Saturday night 
at the Forrest, didn’t share the fate 
of Philly’s first musical, ‘Murder at 
the Vanities,’ which a week previous 
had died miserably at the Garrick. 

The new one was under expecta- 
tions Monday and Tuesday nights 
and quite off at the Wednesday 
matinee, but from then on trade in- 
creased smartly with ccoler weather 
and there were no more than a 
couple of rows out in the orchestra 
the rest of the week. Gross on the 
week was reported as $24,000—nice. 

Tl ere is some talk of a third week 
or at least a part of a third week 
for the show, but ads read ‘last six 
days’ and at present writing it looks 
that way. 

Walnut’s initial attraction, ‘Jeze- 
bel,’ scheduled for tonight, cancelled, 
which means that this is an open 
week. Walnut gets lighted next 
Monday with ‘The Pursuit of Hap- 
piness,’ Rowland Stebbins produc- 
tion, in for two weeks, and at the 


same time, the Garrick relights 

again with Pauline Lord in ‘The 

Late Christopher Bean.’ 
Last-named house is definitely 


UBO, being much in the same posi- 
tion as the Shubert was last year, 
with the Forrest and Chestnut, Shu- 
bert-operated, getting first call on 
bookings. Garrick, in the hands of 
banks, is being managed by Mrs. 
Albert Wolf, representing those 
banking interests. Sam Nirdlinger 
is now at the Broad: tha: house and 
the Walnut will both be independ- 
ent. 

Mrs. Wolf, before her marriage to 
a Philadelphia attorney, was Con- 
stance Cann of New York and some 
years back acted as road secretary 
for the Theatre Guild, getting a 
taste of theatrical biz, from the b.o. 
standpoint, at that time. 

Garrick opened current season 
couple weeks ago with ‘Murder at 
Vanities.’ Mrs. Wolf’s operation 
starts with ‘Christopher’ Bean,’ 
opening its road tour, on Sept. 25. 

New lineup’ gives Philly five 


BRIGHTEN L.A. OUTLOOK 


Los Angeles, Sept. 18 
‘Whispering Gallery’ is the 
legit in town, and paid fair dividends 





solo 


to the co-opers with a $2,800 take 
on the week. Though house de- 
pends on two-bit passes, b.o. sale 
has been climbing. 

Next three weeks sees. three 


shows opening—‘Counsellor-at-Law,.’ 
returning to the El] Capitan tonight 
(Mon.) after an eight-week run in 
the spring. Advance for the sec- 
ond coming is fair. ‘Show Boat’ in 
rehearsal for the Mayan has no date 
set, but is expected to get started by 
Oct. 1. ‘Louder Please’ comes into 
the Belasco in two weeks. 


? 1ST NIGHTS 
PERK BOSTON 





Boston, Sept. 18. 

Of the legits Majestic has gone 
pictures, starting off with much bal- 
lyhooed American premiere of 
‘Damaged Lives.’ Though made in 
Hollywood, film had first‘showing in 
London. Producers picked this city 
probably figuring it would try the 
worst—most puritanical—first. 
Two showings Friday night (15) 
to big audiences preceded grind 
policy today, with good attendance 
afternoon and 2vening. Backers put 
$5,000 into exploitation campaign. 
Of the other regularly legit houses 
Shubert holds over Joe Cook and 
‘Hold Your Horses,’ through 23rd. 
Monday night (18) saw two open- 
ings. ‘Music in Air,’ at Colonial, 
and ‘Inspector Charlie Chan,’ at Hol- 
lis. Arthur Beckhard has deferred 
opening of Blanche Yurka in Sier- 
ra’s ‘Spring in Autumn’ from Mon- 
day to Tuesday night (19) at Tre- 
mont. 
It’s the first week in months that 
the legit here has had more than 
one opening, and most weeks have 
seen none. 
For a change there’s quite a re- 
freshing flock of bookings ahead: 
Sept. 25 brings Alfredo Salmaggi, 





houses promised as active, which is 
more than expected or figured wise. 


grand op. at pop prices to Boston 
Opera House; Oct. 2, ‘Let ’Em Eat 


THREE LEGITS ON WAY 


CHI GETS ‘TOM: 


~ “DINNER’ $15,000 


Chicago, Sept. 18. 

Lot of talk about new shows headed 
for the loop for the new season, but 
still just talk mostly. 
today (18) comes the revival of 
‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’, DeWolf Hop- 
per heading the show which comes 
into the Studebaker replacing 
‘Skidding’. 

Other shows are far along in their 
runs, but are managing to hold up 
on their even pace due to the scarc- 
ity of legit talent in town. “Take a 
Chance’ as the only musical in the 
city is getting the best of the 
breaks on the trade. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Dinner at Eight,’ Grand (D-1,207; 

2.20) (14th week). Holding to $15,- 


“.e 


However, on 


000, which is close to the line on 
operator for this big show. Picture 
by Metro-Goldwyn expected in 


shortly. 


‘Her Majesty, the Widow,’ Cort 
(C-1,276; $2.20) (12th week). Up 


slightly last week and touched good 
$4,500 for this low-cost production. 


‘Skidding,’ Studebaker (C-i,250; 
2.20; (9th and final week). Closed 


to a profit all the way around. Fin- 
ished at $3,000. ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ 
coming in Monday night (18). 

‘Take a Chance,’ Erlanger (M- 
1.318; $2.75) (llth week). Hitting it 
$16,000. Olsen and Johnson ready- 
ing for their doubling to radio for 
the Swift program. Balcony trade 
still the big item. 





Cake,’ premiere at Shubert; same 
night, Ina Claire in ‘Biography,’ at 
Plymouth, opening American The- 
atre Society series; and Al Lut- 
tringer stock company opening at 
Wilbur. Players’ Club’s revival of 
‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin,’ due Oct. 9, at 
Colonial; and Oct. 16, Eva Le Gal- 
lienne starts two weeks’ engage- 
ment with ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ other 
offering for the bookings to be ‘Alice 
in Wonderland.” And Beckhard ex- 
pects to keep Tremont continuous 
for drama throughout winter. 





| 





‘Murder’ With Surprise $23,000 Take, 
First Money Show te Reach Bway 


There are eight shows on Broad- 
ways list this week S against 17 
attractions for the corresponding 
week last September However, 
with six productions due in next 
week, the 1933-34 season will take 
on a semblance of having gotten 
started. Whereas October saw the 
legits getting into stride last year, 
looks like November for this sea- 
son. There’ is but one holdover on 
the list (‘One Sunday Afternoon’) 
as against three or four last fall 

First indication of a money show 
appeared last week with ‘Murder at 
the Vanities’ bettering $23,000 at 
$3.30 at the New Amsterdam. 
Meller-revue did not get hot notices 
and some were severe pans. The 


draw therefore was a surprise. Only 
other money attraction in Times 
Square is at the Hippodrome when 
pop grand opera resumed at $1.10 
top and claimed over $16,000. ‘Mu- 
sic in the Air’ concluded at the 44th 
Street with a take of about $13,500. 

‘Hold Your Horses’ held over in 
Boston and is now due next Monday 
at the Winter Garden. That leaves 
but one premiere on Broadway this 
week, ‘Double Door,’ at the Ritz. 
‘Kultur’ (Mansfield) was postponed. 

17 Readying 

There are now 17 shows in re- 
hearsal, including two for the road, 
and there are three additional new 
plays showing in try-out' spots 
which are actually rehearsals. 
‘Come Easy,’ another of the early 
flops, stopped at the Belasco last 
Saturday, while ‘Dangerous Corner’ 
goes out of the Mansfield this week. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘A Party,’ Playhouse (4th week) 
(C-893-$3.30). Somewhat better 
last yeek but under expectations; 


paced around $4,000. 

‘Blue Widow,’ Morosco (4th week) 
(C-893-$2.75). Week to week; some 
improvement last week rescinded 
closing notices; estimated around 
$3.500. 

‘Come Easy,’ Belasco. Withdrawn 
last Saturday; played three weeks 
to small money and accepted stock. 

"Double Door,’ Ritz (ist week) 
(CD-945-$2.75). Presented inde- 
pendently (H. C. Potter and George 
Haight; written by Elizabeth Mc- 
Fadden); opens Thursday (21). 

‘Heat Lightning,’ Booth (2d week) 
(C-708-$3.30). Drew better notices 
than first bunch of new shows, but 


| 
| 


- 


| half reviews untavora ‘ cope e« 
late last week 

‘Hold Your Horses,’ Wint« 
cen Postponed until next Mons 
(Jo 

*Kultur,’ Mansfield Postpones 
until next week 

‘Murder at the Vanities,’ New 
Amsterdam (2d week) (R-1,717- 
$3.30). Afternoon papers gave show 
better break than a.m. dailies: busi- 
ness much better than figured first 
week estimated, bettering $23,00( 
(seven times). 

‘Music in the Air,’ 44th St. Closed 
Saturday after a run of 43 weeks; 





opened Boston Monday 

‘One Sunday Afternoon,’ 48th St 
(32a week) (C-969-$3.30). Run 
leader now upon withdrawal of 
‘Music in the Air’; only holdover 
from last season; up to $7,000 or 
better and profitable. 

Other Attractions 

Grand Opera, Hippodrome; popu- 
lar priced opera started very well, 
going over $16,000. 

‘The Mountain,’ Provincetown; 
slated to move to Broadway despite 
casual attention in Village. 

‘Dangerous Corner,’ Waldorf; goes 
to road after this week. 


FRISCO HAS PROSPECTS, 
BUT DARK IN MEANTIME 


San Francisco, Sept. 18. 
Charlotte ireenwood in ‘Late 
Christopher Bean’ is set to open Oct. 
1 for Henry Duffy at the Alcazar, 
with El Capitan, Hollywood, to fol- 
low. 


She is expected here next week 
with hubby, Martin Broones. after 
docking in New York on the 


‘Bremen.’ 

Meanwhile, Alcazar darkened Sat- 
urday night (16) after three weeks’ 
repeat engagement of ‘Counsellor- 
at-Law,’ which did fairly well. 

Other local shows on the calendar 
include ‘Show Boat,’ due for Belasco 
& Curran presentation at the Cur- 
ran about Oct. 15. 

Reginald Travers planning ‘Alad- 
din and His Wonderful Lamp’ at the 
Columbia shortly. 

Until Oct. 1, though, the town’s 
darker than the Twin Peaks tunnel. 











We wish to thank the Actors 
Equity Association jor granting 
us a “permit” to represent our 
clients in negotiations with legiti- 
mate theatre managers and pro- 
ducers, especially at this oppor- 
tune time so that we may lend 
our services in the furtherance 
of our President’s National Re- 
covery Program. 
Charles E. Morrison 
Daniel M. Winkler 


MORRISON-WINKLER CORP. 
Park Central Hotel 
New York City 
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Sitting Pretty 

Gene Gauntier is to have her sec- 
ond novel published in Oct., Alfred 
King handling it. Like her first, 
‘Cabbages and Harlequins’ the lo- 
cale is the middle west—Kansas 
City this time—and the title ‘Sport- 
ing Lady’ with the period from the 
70’s to the present day. Like ‘For 
Men Only’ the chief character is a 
madam, and Miss Gauntier express- 
es the hope that Mae West sees it. 


The author is practically un- 
known to the present generation, 
but in the first decade of the cen- 
tury she was the scenarist-star of 
the old Kalem Co., playing leads 
in all the early productions before 


Pub’s Wife Sueg 


Charging alienation of affectiong 
of her husband, Frank E. Chambers, 
publisher of a group of Burlington 
County (N. J.) pyblications, Mrs, 
Helen Wilson Chambers, of Pal- 
myra, N. J., has instituted suit in 
the Supreme Court here against 
Elizabeth Brelsford and her mother 
Mary Emma Brelsford, also of Pal. 
myra, for $50,000 each. 

The Chambers’ were maried at 
Elkton, Md., on September 15, 1913, 
They have two children, Mrs, 
Chambers’ petition demands $50,000 
each from Miss Brelsford and her 
mother. 

According to the attorney for the 
plaintiff, the suit is a result of a 
raid staged last July 2 on an apart- 
ment in an Atlantic City hotel. Miss 
Brelsford has been employed as 


Gertrude Stein’s Biog 


There’s some kind of poetic jus- B : \ ll 


tice in the fact that ‘Autobiography 
of Alice B. Toklas’ is going rapidly 

Best Sellers for the week ending Sept. 16, as reported by the 
American News Co. Inc. 





into the best seller class. Book was 
written by Gertrude Stein, although 
one would never suspect it until 
reading the last paragraph. The 
title is funny. It’s neither an auto- 
biog, nor about, nor by Miss Toklas. 


It’s a book of chatter and gossip. 
Miss Stein, perhaps the most im- 
portant writer of the day, in the 
book gossips about the people she’s 
met. She seems to have met every- 
one of importance in the past and 
present generation. One notable ex- 
ception is James Joyce. That makes 
the book so much more interesting, 
because so much more biased. Miss 
Stein and Joyce, one or both, head 


Fiction 

.-By Louis Bromfield 
.»-»+-By Hervey Allen 
sendtascowocestbesssssen eee ae 
sccccccccceeess bY Warwick Deeping 
.By Bess Streeter Aldrich 
--.-By Paul Horgan 


‘The Farm’ ($2.50) 
‘Anthony Adverse’ ($3.00) 

-‘No Second Spring’ ($2.50) 
‘Two Black Sheep’ ($2.50) 
‘Miss Bishop’ ($2.00) 
‘Fault of the Angels’ ($2.50) .... 

Non-Fiction 

‘Crime Of Cuba’ ($8.00) cccccccsscocccecs seneaed By Carleton Beals 
‘100,000,000 Guinea Pigs’ ($2.00) By Arthur Kallet and F. J. Schlink 
‘Marie Antoinette’ ($3.50) .......+++esee+++e+-++-By Stefan Zweig : : ‘ 
‘Life Begins at Forty’ ($1.50) .......::ss+++--By Walter B, Pitkin || Alice Joyce was added suit een 
‘Twenty Years A Growing’ ($2.50) ...........By Maurice O'Sullivan to the Cross’ and played the 
‘Arches of the Years’ ($2.75) .........++.++..-By Halliday Sutherland Madonna. 


steer Ceeeeeereeereeeeeeerer 


reer eee eee eee eee 








all lists of important writers among 
those alive. 

Joyce and Stein are opposite ex- 
tremes of present literature. Miss 
Stein has influenced practically 
every writer alive—at least, those 
using the English language. From 
Stein stems Anderson, from both 


stems Hemingway. Miss Stein's; simultaneously, has had only two} their price to 5c. to the States in January. She was = 
work is not understood by many | dailies for the last seven years, due} won that was settled, the re-|°Ver ®bout three years ago. date set for Oct. 5. Tag is ‘Ambling 
people, but all critics give her a/to mergers. The New Brunswick ’ Through Asia.’ Tome will be brought 


front seat from the standpoint of 
import and influence, whether they 
like her or not. As she says in her 
book, ‘In the English language, in 
her time, Miss Stein is the only one.’ 











Wide Open for Hearst 
From inside comes a report that 
Hearst is sounding out possibili- 
ties in St. John, N. B., for an after- 
noon and morning sheet. St. John, 
once with seven dailies publishing 


Telephone Company, a public util- 
ity monopoly, owns the “‘Telegraph- 
Journal,’ morning, and ‘“Times- 
Globe,’ afternoon, with the assist- 
ance of the New Brunswick Power 


Turmoil in Havana 


As everything else in Havana, 
newspapers have felt the Machado 
cownfall as strike has followed 
strike. First the newsboys went out 
demanding that newspapers raise 


porters asked for a minimum salary 
of $20 weekly for reporters and 
deskmen, with $10 for the assistants 
or legmen. Most papers raised the 
salaries of a few and left out half 
of the editorial staff. New conflict 


Some years ago she went to 
Stockholm to live with her sister, 
the wife of a millionaire, and in 
October her brother-in-law will 
open a winter home in Paris. They 
will go back to Stockholm for 
Christmas and she may come back 





Bonfils’ Will 
County Judge Luxford ruled that 
one clause of the will of the late 
F. G. Bonfils, of the Denver ‘Post,’ 
was contrary to public policy and 


stenographer to Chambers. 





Sex Appeal—Geography 
Gord (Variety) Sinclair, 
home from his 30,000-mile globe- 


Star,’ is at work finishing his sec- 


the United States by Farrar & Rein- 


John Murray. 
This publishing trio handled Sin- 
clair’s first book, ‘Foot-loose in In- 


She undoubtedly is that. Company, owning street railway, and mor 
3s5 2 , e talk and talk till finally} was an incentive to cause Bonfils’ | dia.’ 
Pas ere She ae nae ian “004 = ae services in St. John | they took back half of those let out. daughter, Mrs. Mary Berryman, to| ‘Ambling Through Asia’ will also 
1905 or something like that. It’s a se ge a rates, with the Py er nal en See rt divorce her husband, Clyde V. Ber- | carry some native art, particularly 
, ts) ais, hate e whole sta - 
direct, inescapable forerunner of monopoly in control, were in-|og the vote re tone Ptr ryman. The will give Mrs. Berry- | nudes. Sex art is intended as a sell. 


Hemingway, and all other modern 
short story writers. Yet it was way 
back then—and Dreiser, ten years 
later, couldn’t publish his books be- 
cause too ‘modern.’ 

Alice Toklas is Miss Stein's sec- 
retary and housekeeper. Book is 
written in plain, simple English for 
general consumption. Names like 
Picasso, Juan Gris, Erik Satie, Isa- 
dora Duncan, Eliot Paul, Jean Coc- 
teau, Dr. Whitehead, Sherwood An- 


creased 100%. The public utilities’ 
control has cut off squawks against 
the services and financing and the 
rates charged for telephones, street 
railways, etc. 

Efforts to establish Gpposition to 
the public utilities’ monopoly in the 
press field have failed because of 
the banks frowning on the intro- 
duction of such competition, and 
the inability of local parties to 
finance, without assistance from the 


up to editorial writers, resigned un- 
der picturesque conditions. A group 
of eight reporters with guns in their 
hands asked him to kindly resign 
for the good of the paper and his 
health, and he obliged. 

Raymon Zaydin, who for years 
was eciled in New York, returned 
and is now in charge of El Pais. 





Fate of St. Pau! ‘News’ 


man $12,000 a year as long as she 
remained the wife of Berryman 
and $25,000 if she ceased to be his 
wife. The court granted the ex- 
ecutors ten (ays to take an appeal, 
but as only members of the family 
are executors, no appeal is expected. 
This is the second of the clauses 
of Bonfils’ will that have been set 
aside. The decision of his widow 
to take a widow's half of the estate 
was entered on court records last 


ing point, but angle of jazzed-up 
geography may keep the volume out 
of the school libraries. 





Tandem 
Ambitious project of a quartet of 
litterateurs is the simultaneous pub- 
lication of two monthly mags, one 
to be devoted to literature and the 
other to current topics. Title of one 
will be ‘The Literary Arts,’ and the 
other is to be known as ‘The Ameri- 


derson, George Antheil and Ernest banks. Doings of the past week have| week. The will gave Mrs. Bonfils | can Scene.’ 
Hemingway, float through the pages During the past year the em- given an inkling of what the/| $50,000 a year, which at her death Behind the enterprise are James 
in a constant stream. It’s exhilar- ‘Pioneer Press-Dispatch,’ recent| would have gone to a daughter, | Leveson, Gerard Robichaud, Norma 


ating reading. 


- 


Author’s Rights 


Screen writers, especially free- 
lancers, are closely watching devel- 
opments in Los Angeles in the case 
of Frank Dolan against Columbia 
Pictures, set for trial in Superior 
court Sept. 29 on the scenarist’s 











ployes of the two joint dailies in 
St. John have been cut in their pay 
thrice, each for 10%. However, the 
advertising and circulation rates 
have not been reduced. 





Magnet Back 
Tommy Smith is back as editor 
of Liveright’s. Smith, one of the 
smartest editors in the country, was 














purchasers of the ‘Daily News,’ in- 
tend to do with the latter sheet— 
if they decide not to fold it entirely. 

When the purchase was com- 
pleted, erstwhile ‘News’ owner, Ne- 
ville Reay, and his advertising man- 
ager, Thompson, were out. On Fri- 
day (15), the ‘Dispatch’ announced 
J. R. Van Horn, for 11 years asso- 
ciated with the ‘P.P.-D.,’ has been 











Helen. According to state law, the 
widow can claim half of the estate 
without regard to any provisions 
made for her in the will. So she 
turned down the $50,000 a year and 
will receive $6,253,010.50. The estate 
is valued at $12,516,021. 





Tired of Quiet 














Mark and Laurence C. Woodward. 
Contribs asked to take it in buttons 
until the mags can get set, 





Chatter 
Fanny Heaslip Lea may remain in 
Paris indefinitely. 
Mack Kraike and George Boyle 
are co-oping on a ghost job for 


back 
girdling jaunt for the ‘Toronto Daily 


ond travel-tome, with the publishing 


out in Canada by 8. B. Gundy, in 


hart, and in London, England, by 
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charges that studio without proper|the backbone of the Liveright or-| appointed busness manager and ad-| Sherwood Anderson, who's been Mary Nolan’s autobiography. Couple 
compensation incorporated his orig- | ganization for years, but dropped vertising director of the ‘News.’ a country editor in Virginia for sev- | Papers bidding for the serial rights ‘ 
inal ‘Hero’ in the picture ‘Ann Car-/ out during the recent bankruptcy] Last week also, Fred Strong,|°T@! years, is a bit tired of it and and a book publisher in mind, but 
ver’s Profession’. and reorganization. ‘News’ city ed, Setind letennelt giv- figures city life might be okay now. | nothing set. 
Involved in the suit are issues re- With Liveright losing such im-|ing orders to his dad on the copy- He’s coming to New York in a few Jay Platt, former Hollywood p.a., 
lating to an author’s rights in un-| portant writers as Robinson Jeffers, | desk. Strong, Sr. for many years weeks and will take up his resi-|is back in the Village writing the 1 
published and uncopyrighted liter- Eugene O'Neill, Sherwood Anderson | toileq for the opposish rag. dence here for. the winter, at least. |libretto of a musical comedy satire i 
ary wares, frequently in dispute be-|anq Jakob Wasserman, among] The boys on the ‘News,’ not a lit- | Like most of the rest of the scrib-|in the ‘Of Thee I Sing’ vein. I 
tween writers and studios. others, the company seemed in a|tle dispirited over recent changes, |/€rs he’s moved his publisher, inci- Another author who couldn't be 
Preliminary skirmish was lost by | pag way since reorganized a few]|don’t care whether school keeps or |dentally, taking hi. writings from/held by the reorganizers of Live- i 
Columbia and Sam Brisking, ge€n-| weeks ago by Arthur Pell. Smith | not. Liveright ‘o S-ribners. That gives |right’s is Charles Grayson, who has re 
eral manager, when through demur-| was approached to come back and General opinion around town is|S¢cribncrs bot. Anderson, and his/taken his new script, ‘Original Sin,’ r 
rer they tried to establish the con- |} yi14 up a strong new list, mostly—|that the ‘P.P.-D.’ will fold the| Pupil, Hemingway. which has an exotic Florida back- k 
tention that: of necessity—of younger and new] ‘News’ just as soon as the current ground, to Alfred H. King. 
— An a Bao re Age names, He told Pell he’d come back] unfavorable public reaction dies Money This Time yy go peared = Bey 
eme or plot, althougn set fo if assured that the company had a| down, and It Sha e Opened to You, 
paper, is not the subject of prop- lh i Bee Rca wich foes of PP ey oy Ba. Dave prometes’ om Robert Smith spelled backwards. 
- now, Lionel White is 
erty ,and when once disclosed may |tpis a few days ago, he moved his Seri : ; Willis J. Abbott, one of the 
: , , pt Collectors talking of reviving his former mag, |, > 0 
be used by all alike; desk back in. ‘Short. Shorts. Th blicati Christian Science Monitor’ editors, s 
(2) An author of a literary com- First instance of collectors show- : e pubmcation| has written his reminiscenes, Titled 
position loses his exclusive owner- : ing interest in motion picture | °riginally went about three issues. ‘Watching the World Go By.’ P 
: ; re Post Adds Radio Dept. ipts is that of ‘Alice in Wonder- | Not a single contrib was paid, but pan ° t 
ship therein and in the representa scripts 18 Margaret Case, the ‘Vogue’ m.e., 
tion or expression thereof by volun- With the shift to a tab format|janqa’ at Paramount. Studio has| White promises to pay off on past back from the Tyrol with a couple 
_ ¥. ‘Eveni 4 ; istri obligations if and when the mag is J 
tarily delivering and submitting the |the N. ¥. ‘Evening Post’ has added | made up 200 scripts for distribution & & 18} of yodels. 
ws - daily radio chatter column and alitg the vario departments anda|resumed. Future of ‘Short Shorts’ 1 : is 
composition to another; wl ; us P Ben Ames Williams, the ‘Sateve- | 
(3) At common law a motion pic- picture to go with it. Paper's radio|pranches. They are mimeographed | Wemt short short when the Eastern post’ scribbler, has taken up flying, TI 
ture made from a novel or synopsis interest had previously been limited | copies of the original adaptation by | Distributing Corp. took a dive. Dis- but has yet re write an air yarn. 
is not an infringement of the novel |‘ listing of program schedule. As-| Joe Mankiewicz with each camera |‘ributor was unable to pay off, hence] G.0.04 milburn’s collected ‘Amer- C 
signment of radio ed handed A. M. . | White could not pay off, either, 6 : n 
or synopsis. — setup illustrated by William Cam - ‘ imerk’ and ‘Harper's’ short stories, 
Superior Judge Emmet Wilson Stein, Who ale oo music and /eron Menzies. will be brought out by Harcourt, G 
overruled the demurrer, sending the | 2*t for the sheet. yore S = ae No offers have been made for the ‘Today’ Nears Brace, under the title of ‘No More : 
case to .rial on merits. Court ruled |0"d conservative tablo n ‘ne joriginal, however. Several book-| Most of the copy already in for the | Trumpets.’ I 
in effect that Dolan’s story, on the | U- S., other being the “Washington sellers in Hollywood are bidding for | initial issue of ‘Today,’ the mag| ‘Cosmopolitan Magazine’ has con- & 
testimony already submitted, was a| News. copies. Bidding started a week ago| which Raymond Moley, the former | tracted with Somerset Maugham for n 
product of the plaintiff's mind used at $10 with the price now up to $12. | prain-truster will edit, and the pub-|a series of short stores. ‘The Letter,’ b 
as a basis for a picture, and there- Eagles Bring Hope Illustrations by Menzies are partic-| lication may reach the stands the|which Maugham later made into 
fore belonged to him. ‘Black Mask’ is the first pulp mag] Ularly interesting to collectors as| frst week in October. one of his best plays, originally ap- T i 
Studio’s answer to complaint, to|to feature the Blue Eagle on the|they show not only the story's char- Vincent Astor not singly on the| peared in ‘Cosmop’ as a short story. oO 
be pursued at the trial, is that|cover. With story rates of all other | acters but the various technical no- | pyblishing end. Mrs, Mary Rumsey| Burns Mantle’s ‘Best Plays of t 
Dolan was hired for three weeks at | pulps at rock bottom levels, the har- | tations for the technical crew. and W. Averill Harriman also fig- | 1932-33’ comes _out this week. Nine n 
$200 per stanza to help adapt ‘Ann | assed fiction factory boys are hop- ure. V. V. McNitt, the newspaper] of the ten plays picked are Ameri- Ss 
Carver’ and that this compensated | ing that more mags will follow suit. ‘Dinner’ for G. & D. syndicateman, and who is said to]can. 
‘for all rights and claims he might | The lads believe a Blue Eagle would Grosset & Dunlup have put out} ave been responsible for the idea, Doris Schneider has succeeded nr 
have had in the picture. make a better meal than one Oof| another lovely book in ‘Dinner at|andling the business end. May Cameron as assistant to Wil- a 
Dolan is demanding an account-|those wolves they are continually | pent,’ Play was originally pub- liam Soskin, the ‘Evening Post's’ t] 
ing and profits in the pic which is | tinding at their doors, lished by Doubleday & Doran, but Grapewin Crashing book critic. ee 
said to have brought over $250,000. — j G & D’s edition had illustrations Charles Grapewin, former vaude Looks like that $20,000 prize novel 
One More on Radio from the film. Nice print job and| actor now picturing, expects big|®Ward to Janet Beith for her ‘No - 
Helen Ten Broeck Dies _ Fan radio mags, which are grow- | with a couple dozen stills from the| time publication for his whimsical |Second Spring’ may have been 5 
Helen Ten Broeck, 59, one of the ee eee oe pages le nl po Mh ge films, novel, ‘The Town Pump,’ which re- | Worth it. Pre-publication printing 
earlier women theatrical chat! o. one called ‘Short Wave Radio. Plays in book form don't often! cently got a limited coast publica- |°f the book on this side alone is al- I 
writers, died in Bellevue Hospital, | ™©W Ome calle ~ | ave adio. | sell well, but Grosset& Dunlap man-|tion by Perry B. Striker Co. |Teady over 20,000 copies. 
New York, Sept. 16. gets a cer rerengy 9 ee lon aged to dispose of about 20,000|Grapewin has a good yarn with Dodd, Mead will reprint Shaw's 
Chiefly known through her work cointe Ghetien oat ater’ ~ oer Heed copies of ‘Cavalcade.’ This one] plenty laughs in his book, which | P!@ys in pocket-size volumes to sell 
Le on ‘Leander Richardson’s Dramatic aah cteed, will ates oan ertzbers- | ought to do just as well. has been a sell out in the Holly- | fF $1 per. 
News,’ around 1895, and later as|~“~"" aoe Pea wood colony. Derrydale Press has taken Mar- 
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West’s ‘America’ instead of the gold standard 19.50, ly, tre-bit magazine, has ten ‘Brewery Gutzh Gazette’ of Bis-|ing a book on the Broadway drama 
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Nathaniel West left Hollywood | prices of United States publications| as previously at the 50-cent rate.|that is high-lited by a number of| First issue of Perey Waxman’'s 
for New York last week to work on] to match, One story is by Theodore Pratt, | salty columns which kid the western ‘Black Bat’ mag is out. - 
his new novel, ‘America, America’.| Vanrirry for example, is now sell-| who got into trouble in Majorca in] story pulps, Hollywood pictures and Eugene W “‘Sweetland publisher, 
Tome will be published by Har-|ing 3.50 the copy instead of the] the Balearic Islands not so long ago. | local politics. In addition, it boasts|39 East 10th street New York, in 
court Brace. West has been on the|/ former five Jire. All other publica-|He was VARteTY correspondent la page in Spanish and uses quotes voluntar bankr stey: $21 900 in 
coast for the past three months. tions are down in proportion. there. from Cicero for fillers, debts yes assets patil = 
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Cleveland Beer Expo 
And Spicy Side Shows 
Put Event in Black 


Cleveland, Sept. 19. 


First beer exposition staged here 
by beer manufacturers and dealers 
got off to a slow start in city’s 
Public Auditorium but finished its 
eight-day engagement with a 175,000 
attendance record and in the black. 
Closing nights drew in from 10,000 
to 15,000. 


Forty exhibitors and a mob of 
entertainers were represented in 
the show, the biggest one produced 
here in ten years. Total cost in 
producing was estimated at $25,000, 
with tickets priced at 50 cents, 


Exhibits and entertainment filled 
three halls of Public Auditorium. 
Main hall was turned into a beer 
garden, with runway and stage in 
center, where cast did four-a-day. 
Show included Schumann-Heink, 
Julius Tannen as m. c., Arthur Pry- 
or’s band, Wildwood opera troupe, 
a chorus of 20, besides groups of 
local German and Swiss singers. 

Best drawing card in exposition 
was a Barbary Coast exhibit staged 
by Robert McLaughlin, former pro- 
ducer of Ohio’s summer stock, and 
George Fox, his ex-stage director. 
Its Frisco Kate dance hall, with a 
bar and flock of costumed shimmy- 
shakers, out-drew the beer garden 
upstairs. Some of its acts and a 
‘Streets of Paris’ show were con- 
sidered so hot by a few officials that 
it was tamed down before half the 
week was over. Elwood Salsbury 
and Ralph Newman, promoters of 
entire beer exposition, now closing 
deals to produce similar shows in 
St. Louis and Detroit next month. 





ROSS FRIGHT VICTIM 


Fighters Nerves O. K. Before Ring 
Crowds Shies at Foots 

fae ~ve Woods has Barney Ross, 
lightweight champ, for vaude. But 
it may not do him any good, because 
Ross is skeered, 

The fighter is said to think noth- 
ing of doing his own stuff before 
crowds, but acting is another 
matter, May go for some dates in 
his native Chicago, but that’s all. 





MARRIAGES 


Lenora Konti Bushman, daughter 
of Francis X. Bushman, and Dr. 
Webster L. Marxer, Los Angeles 
physician, have obtained a license 
to marry. 

Marjorie Ringling to Jacob K. 
Javitz, New York, Sept. 13. Bride 
is the daughter of the late Alfred 
Ringling, of the circus family. 

Irma Jean Kaiser to Al Bayes, 
Chicago, Aug. 22. Bride was for- 
merly of Allan and Jean Corelli. 
Groom is of Bayes and Speck. 

Harriet Evans to Clyde Beatty, 


Bristol, Tenn., Sept. 16. Bride is 
an aerialist and groom is the ani- 
mal trainer. Both with Haggen- 


beck- Wallace. 

Frances Grinker to George Corey 
in New York Sept. 15. Groom is 
on the publicity staff of the J. Wal- 


ter Thompson agency; bride, for- 
merly with the National Screen 
Service. 

Clayton 4G. Wright, assistant 
nanager of the Denham, Denver, 
and Carolyn Hall, cashier of the 
theatre, were married in Denver 
. Thursday (14). 


Jean Harlow to Harold Rosson, 
film cameraman, in Yuma, Ariz., 
Sept. 18. Both are with Metro. 

Lucille Brown, screen actress, and 
James Flavin, Jr., actor, at Tia 
Juana September 17. 


BIRTHS | 


Mrs. Arthur 





Mr. and Fisher, 


daughter, Sept. 15, at Malverne, 
L. I. Father is the Pantages vaude 
booker. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ince, J°.. 
daughter, at Monte Sano hospital, 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. Mother is 
Nancy Drexel, picture actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Weinberg, 
Des Moines, a son, Sept. 8. Father 
is general manager for Centrai 


Mother non- 


States Theatre Corp. 
pro, 





STRONGARM LEGAL BEER| 
SALES GET INTO OPEN 


The muscle method in peddling 
legal beer may create a lot of dis- 
turbance through a Brooklyn, N. Y., 
pinch when a beer-garden propri- 
etor and his wife were banged up 
by hoodlums who wanted to sell 
their brand in favor of the label 
being vended. 

The muscle idea, akin to the beer 
racketeering during the pre-legal- 


beer era, has been talked of in 
whispers around Greater New 
York. 


The strong-arm stuff is also said 
to have reacted unfavorably to cer- 
tain brands because of over-pro- 
duction &nd customers’ complaints 
that the quality has_ suffered 
through lack of proper ageing. 


Chorus and Code 


(Continued from page 40) 


Bryant stated, the Gae Foster girls 
were required to give 93% hours of 
their time to the theatre, counting 
time elapsed between the first call 
in the morning and the girls’ depar- 
ture at night. Actual working time 
out of the 93% hours, and minus 
only such time as allowed outside 
for meals, amounted to 78% hours. 
They were paid $26.13 with commis- 
sion deducted. 

The working schedule of a $20 
girl at the Capitol has her 57 hours 
in actual work, with 14% out for 
lunch, out of a total working period 
of over 81 hours in a week. Salary, 
$31.50. 

At the Radio City Music Hall the 
singing chorus is on the spot 87 
hours, of which 81 hours is actual 
working time. The Roxyettes one 
week had an 85-hour schedule, with 
57% hours of that working time. 
Lester Cole singers at the Para- 
mount drew $25 for 60 hours work 
out of 80 hours around the theatre. 


Mrs. Bryant’s statement regard- 
ing a Fanchon & Marco unit 
claimed that ‘rehearsals were called 
at 10 in the morning and, with an 
hour out for lunch, an hour or an 
hour and a half out for dinner, last- 
ed consecutively until 12, one and 
two o’clock the next morning. This 
was before the opening. It was a 
general practice to call rehearsals, 
follewing the opening of the unit, 
after the last show at night and the 
morning following such rehearsals 
to call rehearsals again at six and 
seven a.m. When the company laid 
off, as it did approximately every 
other week, the chorus were called 
regularly for rehearsal although no 
salary was paid during the layoff 
period and during this period with- 
out salary the members of the 
chorus were fined for various so- 
called infringements of rules, such 
as being late a few minutes for re- 
hearsals, late for cues, etc.’ 


Double Shifts 


Chorus Equity’s demands on the 
evidence presented are for a 40-hour 
and six-day week, to be computed 
within 10 hours of the first call for 
rehearsal, wardrobe fitting or per- 
formance; $30 minimum in a two- 
shift house, $40 in a one-shift house 
and on the road; minimum salary 
for break-ins, try-outs, public audi- 
ticns; no independent contractor 
permitted to rehearse a unit unless 
having a contract for at least two 
weeks’ booking immediately follow- 
ing a maximum two weeks’ free re- 
hearsal period. ABA's code is ba- 





sicaliy the same as the one it pre- 
sented two months ago, asking a 
$10 daily or $40 weekly minimum, 
four-a-day maximum, guarantee of 
two weeks’ work with pay for ar- 
tists required to rehearse four 
weeks, and over four weeks a guar- 


, ee oe 
time 40! 


rehearsal, 


playing 


l- . 
ween Oi 


anteed week of 


each additional 








no free auditions, break-ins or try- 
outs, etc. 

The circuits’ proposed clause bar- 
ring stage shows in auditoriums was 
deleted from the exhibs’ vaude code | 

j}early in the week, by mutual agree- 
ment between the circuits and the 
William Morris office, which had 
sent its attorne:s and George Jessel | 
as representative of the Morris acts | 


to Washington to fight the clause. | 


| Cincinnati, 


or other 
lines of endeavor only to return to 
| pite hing. 
|}usually landed up behind a hot dog 


SPIEL APPEAL 
HOLDS NO LURE 


Once Had a Circuit of Their | 
Own — Changing Public 
Psycho Washed Them Up 
—Ended at Last with the 
Whales 





——_—_——- 


TOO BAD 





Los Angeles, Sept. 18. 

With American mob psychology 
having undergone a complete change 
during the past 10 years, the barker, 
strictly an American institution, has 
passed as an important adjunct to 
show business. With the exception 
of Coney Island, the Chicago Fair 
and the three large circuses, bark- 
ers are a thing of the past. 

Time was when the ‘professor’ or 
‘doctor’ who made the opening pitch 
for circus side shows, museums, 
freak shows and medicine shows 
thrilled the yokelry with his exag- 
gerated word pictures of the sights 
to behold on the inside, which for 
some reason or other never fulfilled 
the glowing promises of the glib- 
tongued lecturer. 

During the past decade, Ameri- 
cans have refused to be cajoled by 
the pleadings of barkers. Too, 
barkers have changed in type. Few 
of the old timers, who despite their 
calling were a dignified lot, remain. 
They have been replaced by a crop 
of younger men assisted by public 
address systems, Any mechanical 
assistance was disdained by the old- 
sters who considered a barker who 
used a megaphone effeminate. 


Beau Brummels 

Most of them were a colorful lot 
who affected ascot ties, Prince Al- 
bert coast, canes and diamond 
horseshoe stick pins. No one seems 
to know how they become ‘Profs’ 
and ‘Doc,’ but it is reasonable to 
believe that as soon as they reached 
the big time spots in barking, they 
adopted the degrees. Usually when 
they so honored themselves they 
grew zits. 

Of the big leaguers who have been 
in the business for years, only a 
few remain. Dean is Clyde Ingles, 
who has been with the Ringling 
show for years lecturing in the side 
show and making the big show an- 
nouncements. Ingles’ voice is so 
powerful that he was too loud for 
the new Madison Square Garden. 

The Kingpin 

Greatest lecturer of all times, ac- 
cording to the craft, was ‘Doc’ 
Hutchinson, who made all his open- 
ings in rhyme. His command of 
English was so great that few of his 
listeners ever knew what he was 
talking about, but they liked the 
poetry. Lew Graham, another of 
the old timers, was with Barnum 
for years as was ‘Doc’ McKay, now 
fronting for a mechanical wax show 
at Long Beach, Cal. For years the 
‘Doc’ made the pitch for what was 
considered the greatest freak of 
all times, Barnum’s ‘Zip, what is 
it?’, a New Jersey colored boy, who 
made a fortune for the showman. 
McKay, now nearing 70, has been a 
barker for 50 years, starting with 
Buffalo Bill when he first went into 
business. ‘Doc’ Cunning is another 
of the fast passing crew. He was 
associated with Al G. 3arnes’ 
Circus for 30 years as announcer 
and side show lecturer. Last year 
he thought he needed a change, | 
went to Chicago to ballyhoo at the | 
fair. Several days after he opened | 
the owner of the show stuck a mic- | 
told him t 





rophone in front of him, 
to use loudspeakers. Cunning 
walked. 
Had a Circuit 
In the old days these barkers |} 


worked the Heck and Avery Mu- 
seums, a circuit of freak shows in 
Detroit, Chicago, 

Louis: and other midwest 
They were considered more im- 
portant than the freaks by the 
seum operators. All at some 
have drifted into 
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Those who quit for good 


winner, bought a 
| drink and laughed 
stand or some other type of grease 





BARKERS FADE, YOKELS WISE 





Stars Banished, Chorines Featured 


Japs Way to 


Break Girls’ Strike 








Daylight Saving 


Daylight saving time in New 











York goes off this coming 
Sunday (Sept. 24). 

Connie’s Bows Out 
Connie’s Inn, long a Harlem 


landmark as a black-and-tan cab- 
most likely not reopen 
this season. Plans are for the na- 
tive Harlem vafe bunch to take it 
over as a beer garden, the Immer- 
man brothers to step out. 

Connie’s for years was the Cotton 
Club’s sole competish. The C.C. 
continued to charge $2.50 couvert 
and Connie’s latterly has had to cut 
its own $2 couvert in half and later 
eliminate it altogether, leaving the 
ofay patronage hi-spot to the Cotton 
Club. 


Cal-Neva for Splits 


(Continued from page 1) 


aret, will 








one. If you ask why you're sunk. 


Tokyo, Sept. 2. 

Strikes of the revue troupe of 
Shochiku Theatrical company ended 
with certain concessions by the 
management. In Tokyo girls were 
moved from theatre ir Asakusa 
district to Imperial theatre, where 
rehearsal na‘ls and other facilities 
were not being used, since the house 
had gone sound. Later a revue 
called ‘Ave: Moi’ was produced and 
ran a week in the Tokyo theatre, 

Tokyo ‘roupe management has 
announced a new policy. In future 
it will not bill individual stars. Girls 
in top rating will be rotated in lead- 
ing roles, so that the company will 
not be dependent on stellar names 
as in past. 

Takiko Mizunoe, outstanding star, 
is still on the suspended list and 
will stay there for another month, 
while the management investigates 
alleged suspicions that she led the 
strike. Every strike of any kind 
brings charges of communism from 
the affected management, for com- 
munist scares are at present the 
favorite diversion of the sensational 
newspapers. 

However, from the beginning, no- 
body took such charges seriously. 
The girls weren't reds or even pinks. 
The papers referred to the strike 
as the ‘peach-colored affair’. 








Because the answer is that only a 
low person would lie to the judge. 
It’s very simple. Nevada law re- 
quires six weeks-on-the-square resi- 
dence in the state as a prelude to a 
divorce. The 1ad’s lieutenants shove 
a load of logic at you: If you don't 
want to lie to the judge you've got 
actually to own a home in Nevada. 
Lake Tahoe is in Nevada and what 
would be sweeter than to own a 
home on the lake where you could 
have fun waiting for the time to 
pass. It is six-two-and-even that 
you tumble. After all, if you're 
from east of the Rockies, which you 
probably are, it’s 10 to one you've 
never seen a log-and-knothole house 
before. So you make the down pay- 
ment and move in. 
Give-and-Give 
Three hundred grand has been 
spent at Tahoe during the past sea- 
son by easterners trying to get away 
from their other halves. That is, 
800 grand has been spent for homes. 
Nobody knows how much dough has 
slid across the boards at Cal-Neva 
Lodge, which happens to be very 
close to the real estate layout. Nat- 
urally, after you've bought a home, 
you can’t spend your nights contem- 
plating the Dog Star, so down to 
Cal-Neva you go to watch the little 
ball roll while the big wheel whirls. 
Very soon your schedule makes it 
necessary for you to be up all night 
bucking that ole debbil tiger. You 
sleep all day to recoup your energy, 
dieaming of recouping your losses, 
and your log-and-knothole house 
proves to be useless. 
Wise Guys 
The Vanderbilts, or some of them, 
are said to own spots at Tahoe, as 
do a couple of ex-Nevada senators 
now practicing law and smart 
enovgh to stay close to their clients. 
The fact is that you have to be a 
plentypenny to be able to buy. The 
prices are something for a mugg to 
snick at. The genius behind the de- 
velopment, however, is no hog. If 
you balk at his prices he'll match 
you for a house or lot—double or 
nething. His worst loss was when 
he tossed a coin fora layout priced 
at $7,500. Fifteen grand or nothing 
was the play, and he called the coin 
wrong. The next day he delivered 
the deed to the 





ROSS KEEPS HIS TITLE 
BY SHADING CANZONERI 


By JACK PULASKI 


They said that Barney Ross, of 
Chicago, couldn’t stand up for 15 
rounds in a championship fight to 
retain the world’s lightweight title 
which he copped from Tony Can- 
zoneri in the early summer, also 
that the 10-rounder out’ there 
was tinged with one of those native 
son decisions. But Barney proved 
that he was just enough better 
than Tony at the Polo Grounds, 
New York last week and he’s still 
the champ. 

It was close enough for some fans 
to think the result should have 
beenadraw. Even then the new boy 
would have remained boss of the 
division. Difference of opinion was 
shown by the fact that one judge 
voted for Canzy, the other going 
for Ross. That put it up to the 
referee and he nominated Barney. 
Thereupon Joe Humphries raised 
the Chicagoan’s arm. Award met 
with general satisfaction, Ross hav- 
ing centered the ring a 6 to 5 favor- 
ite. 

New York’s dailies 
advance attention to 
virtually every fight reporter cove 
ering the training camps with 
daily stories for weeks. As a re- 
sult the ticket sale was strong and 
attendance of 35,000, while con- 
siderably under capacity, meant a 
promotional profit. Net gate at $10 
top was $110,000. No heavy sugar 
to specs who dropped good loca- 
tions down from $25 to $15. 

Experts predicted the meeting to 
be the best lightweight battle in a 
decade, but it didn’t come _ out 
that way. Fight was interesting as 
a contest between two good, little 
men. The crowd was raring to go 
several times when either man 
landed a telling blow, which wasn’t 
often, but in total the event was 
not exciting. No knockdowns. Best 
sock by Canzy came just at the bell 
ending the 1lith round and it looked 


gave much 
the match, 


like Barney wobbled a bit to his 
corner. 

Prominent’ sports riter who 
rates his fighters with some ac- 
curacy claimed after the fight that 
Ross is the best lightweight in 20 
years. None of the others agreed, 
Perhaps the final outdoor show 
listed for the metropolis was dis- 
appointing because there weren't 
enough fireworks. 

Ross says he will return during 
the fall and fight Chocolate, Kid 
Berg or Canzy, if the latter wants 
to argue it out again. Fight would 
be promoted by the Tim Mara-Al 
Weil combo and, therefore, not in 





| joint. 

Oldtimers did a comeback three 
ears ago but it was short lived. 
Owners of embalmed whales in- 
sisted on having lecturers of the old 
school on tour. About 20 of them 

jsecured jobs with the big fish. It 
;was their grand comeback. Whale 
interest petered out on the second 
season with the openers forced to 
sink back to their desuetude. 
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East 


Lester Fuller buys Lionel Hale's 
‘Naked Lady.’ 

Chas. E. Coval, editor of the one- 
time ‘Park Avenue Merry Go 
Round,’ jammed up by Mrs. Emma 
Lou Gillis Coval, who doesn’t know 
whether she is No. 1 or No. 2 arfd is 
asking the court to tell her. She 
can find no record of his divorce 
from Ethel Roben Coval, former 
showgirl, who was briefly in the 
limelight last April, when she com- 
plained she was the love slave of a 
young Frenchman. Coval rescued 
her and subsequently announced his 
marriage, which Mrs. Emma Lou 
now doubts. 

‘Men in White’ 
Plymouth to the Broadhurst. 
more stage room. 

Committee of NLT votes to limit 
brokers to 75% of capacity, the re- 
mainder of the seats being held for 
the box office sale. 

‘Jezebel’ canceled in Philadelphia 
because of illness of Tallulah Bank- 
head and bB'’way run abandoned. 

RKO Embassy theatre, Dobbs 
Ferry, N. Y., bombed Tuesday (12) 
and front blown out by explosive 
believed to have been nitro-glycer- 
ine. Has been having labor troubles. 

Senator James J. Davis again on 
trial in the alleged Moose lotteries. 
First effort a mistrial. New trial in 
Federal court here. 

Hal Skelly will head ‘Here Comes 
the Groom,’ comedy by Richard F. 





hops from the 
Needs 


Flournoy. Had a tryout at Prov- 
incetown and now to Jackson 
Heights. Morris Green and Frank 


McCoy chauffeuring. 

Rudy Vallee tells the world he’s 
for Alice Faye, who's been trouping 
with his ork, and who recently was 
injured in an auto crash while mak- 
ing a jump with him. He adds he’s 
settled $150,000 on Fay Webb, ex-. 
Mrs. Vallee, who doesn’t understand 
him, he says. 

Claude Kendall, publisher of 
snappy books, in a jam with NRA. 
Did a Henry Ford and refused to 
discuss the matter. Flies the blue 
eagle but charged with working a 
girl 60 hours for 10 bucks. 

After Earl Carroll came into the 
New Amsterdam with ‘Murder at 
the Vanities,” Minsky’s Republic, 
just across the street, countered 
with ‘Slaughter at Minsky’s’. 

Harry Thaw back in N. Y. Told 
ship reporters exchange cut down 
his coin and he had to return. 

Harry Lester, who says he’s the 
original Great Lester, ventriloquist, 
asks N. Y. Supreme court to stop 
Noel Lester from using the same 
billing. Noel Lester asks if its oke 
to switch to Greatest Lester. 

Beer spots in same box with the- 
atres. More than 400 _ licenses 
turned back to N. Y. branch by res- 
taurants which find too little busi- 
ness. 

Jewish pageant switched from 
Polo Grounds to an armory as a 
result of the rainstorms. Latter 
can seat 35,000. More performances 
will be given to meet the demand, 
200,000 tickets having been sold. 

Howard Perry, taxi driver, held 
without bail for further hearing in 
the case of Vivian Clarke, showgirl, 
who either jumped or fell from a 
taxi driven by Perry on Sept. 7. 
She died a few hours later in the 
hospital. 

Wife of John P. Manger, Rye 
Beach amusement park man, asks 
a separation. Among other things 
she alleges he sought to induce her 
to pose nude for his camera. 

Jules Bledsoe off the Capitol bill 
after the first show Friday. Laryn- 
gitis. 

Supreme court withholds decision 
on a motion of defendant to dis- 








New York Theatres: 


rpeneeatuneenunsnone 
ene eanae 


eNnnnenrananoOgnOreN 


eUTe ee Teneeneaeetny 





“ 





Shere ALWAYS A 





BETTER SHOW ct RKO! 


T 
RKO 66th ST. 16f i've. 
Ked. to Fri., Sept. 20 to22 
RICHARD DIX in 
“NO MARRIAGE TIES” 


—and— 








RAD Sis ST. Nar 
Wed. to Fri., Sept. 20 to 22 


RICHARD DIX in 
“NO MARRIAGE TIES” 

























iano 
“BEAUTY FOR SALE” 


with Alice Brady, Madge Evans 


On Stage 
Bway CAB CALLOWAY 


and Cotton Club Orches- 
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Warner j 
BAXTER 
in Arthur “ ” 
Somer’s Roche's Penthouse 
with Mryna_ Loy. Stage—Milton 


Revue with Henry KING 
Orch.— Tess Gardell 


BERLE 





@riday—Kay Francis in ‘‘Mary Stevens, M. D.”’ 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
credit for these news itens; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 
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miss the $200,000 libel suit brought 
against Mrs. Edward Wylde, so- 
cialite, by Guido Orlando, former 
picture producer. Her lawyer sought 
to file affidavits of denial by 17 of 
her friends, but their admission at 
this time was refused. 

Lenore Ulric denies she’s going 
into films. Says she’s sticking to 
‘Her Man of Wax.’ 

House formerly the Jolson, at 7th 
avenue and 59 street, and more re- 
cently the Shakespeare is now the 
Venetian. 

B. Axelrod, unemployed chauffeur, 
for two days in the Tombs last 
week for a novel swindle. Wanted 
to telephone, so he moistened a 
penny and loaded it with salt until 
it weighed as much as a nickle, then 
dropped it in a coin operated box. 
London theatre hired a man to 
lead a llama through the streets to 
advertise a picture. Chap got fried 
and fined 60c. for ‘being drunk while 
in charge of a lama.’ 

Jamaica censors have banned “The 
Man from Texas,’ a Universal film. 
No cause assigned. State dept. 
makes the usual inquiry. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry M. Warner 
deny report of their daughter's mar- 
riage to Mervyn Le Roy, WB di- 
rector. They're engaged but date 
of wedding is not set. 

Kay Reese, dance hostess, tells 
of a two-year engagement to Enzo 
Fiermonte, who's semi-engaged to 
Mrs. Madeline Dick. 

Sidewalk cafes permitted td re- 
main open three weeks more, by 
which time it’s figured it will be 
too cold to stay outside. None next 
year. 

Wild animal dealers in city will 
require permits hereafter. Some of 
the neighbors complained of the 
noise of one animal store. 
Shuberts will try out ‘Man of 
Wax’ in Washington around Oct. 2. 
N. Y. box oftice men form a tem- 
porary organization to mediate code 
disputes under NRA. Seek to form 
a national ass’n. 

Helen Kane compromises the suit 
brought by the Bond Dress Co., 
which sued her on the grounds 
Murray Posner gave her money 
which belonged to the concern in 
payment of a debt. She'll give 
back $32,500. 

Firm of business engineers finds 

that prohibition has moved gin 
above whiskey as the national tip- 
ple. Easier to make. 
Louis Tortariello set out Wed. 
(13) to swim from the battery to 
Newark. Got into the Hackensack 
instead of the Passaic and swam 
up the wrong river until exhausted. 
Select theatres will put ‘Home 
James’ into rehearsal as soon as it 
can decide between ‘Baby Mine’ and 
‘Shenandoah’ for a title. Maybe 
something else, as both have been 
used before. 

Sidney Phillips buys 
from Judith Kandel. 

Radio City in more trouble over 
murals. Now it’s Frank Brangwyn 
who complains he’s been ordered to 
delete the figure of Christ from his 
‘Sermon on the Mount.’ 

Hope Hampton back with Jules 
Brulatour. Her pom was operated 
on shipboard for abcesses. Says 
Jimmy Walker told her he wasn't 
coming back. 

Police radios in Mineola, L. LI, 
went haywire last Wednesday (13). 
Emitted jazz instead of police busi- 
ness. Then someone shut the win- 
dow. Police band was practising 
in the yard. 

Minor and Root, ballroom danc- 
ers, signed for a series of Warner 
shorts, to be made in Flatbush. 

Work started last week on 
north block of. Radio City. 
200 men to work. 

Speak employees planning an 
association after repeal similar to 
the barkeeps’ confraternity follow- 
ing prohibition. 

Labor convention declaims 
against bareheaded fad. Bad for 
the hatmakers. No mention of 
nudists, who are worse. 

Pauline Lord to take ‘Christopher 
Bean’ on tour. Opens in Philadel- 
phia next Monday (25) under Wee 
& Leventhal. 


‘Prodigy’ 


the 
Puts 


Boston Symphony = orch. puts 
Balto. and Wash. back on_ the 
schedule. 


Walter Hampden will open ‘Ruy 
Blas’ in Albany Oct. 10. On Broad- 
way a couple of weeks later if it’s 
right. 

Jimmy Walker says it's news to 
him that he's to manage the Giants. 

Times Sq. moved over to Fifth 
avenue during the NRA _ parade 
Wednesday (13) suggesting a rainy 
Sunday on the. stem. But they 
came back for the evening boost- 
ting everything. 

Wee & Leventhal will roadshow 
‘Dangerous Corner’ following its re- 
vival here, and shove ‘Councillor at 
Law’ into the Waldorf to replace it. 

Ralph Modjeski will not have to 
appear before trial in the breach 
suit brought by Jeanne de la Mar, 
who claims she still has enough of 
her letters on which to sue, though 





jhe recovered 45. Supreme court 
granted her motion but disallowed 
on appeal, 

Pending repeal an inventor is 
hustling for funds for an alcoholic 
automat. Not exactly new, for 30 
years ago the original automat, next 
to the Grace church, dispensed 
three kinds of cocktails. 

Tallulah Bankhead’s sister, Eu- 
genie, married to her seventh hus- 
band Wednesday (13) in London: 

Aileen Pringle carried out her 
promise to get a second divorce 
from Chas. W. Pringle in Jamaica. 
He obtained a Mexican divorce and 
married another woman, but the 
Jamaican courts do not recognize 
the validity of the first split and 
she’s suing again on the home 
grounds, to help him out of his 
tangle. 

Brooklyn girl, Charlotte Henry, 
19, selected for name part in Par's 
‘Alice in Wonderland.’ 

‘The World Waits,’ summer try- 
out, in rehearsal for the Little the- 
atre. 

‘Inspector Charlie Chan’ spotted 
for the Masque. 

Crosby Gaige may make ‘Ten 
Minute Alibi’ the first try for the 
new season. 

George M. Cohan spoke at the 
Broadway Temple Sunday night for 
NRA, 


Lenore Ulric’s divorce decree 
from Sidney Blackmer becomes 
final. Reconciliation reports de- 
nied. 


Coney Island Mardi Gras rained 
out. Will repeat this week-end. 
Harry Moses acquires ‘Is Life 
Worth Living’ (‘Drama at Innish’), 
which has clicked in Britain. Goes 
into immediate preparation. 

Betty Compson in New York, 
partly in the ‘nterest of her book 
and partly to look for a stage job. 

Reb Russell, who’s a Hollywood 
cowboy when he’s not playing pro 
football, stopped a runaway horse 
at Pompton Lakes, N. J., Sat. (16), 
saving Mrs. Gladys Schwarts, its 
rider. 

Efram Zimbalist recovers the $5,- 
000 violin loaned by Mrs. Zimbalist 
to Louis Kiloonan and stolen from 
his car. 

Leonard E, Bergman of the NALT 
to tour key cities contacting stage 
union on labor questions. 

Helen Hayes for name part in 
Theatre Guild’s ‘Mary of Scotland.’ 

Mary Garden to quit South of 
France. Sells her villa. 

Mrs. Eddie Cantor in Sydenham 
hospital, N. Y. Just back from L, A. 
Physicians withhold information. 

Plagiarism charges brought by 
Myra Page Wren against the Shu- 
berts and others in connection with 
‘Death Takes a Holiday,’ are dis- 
missed by Federal court. No re- 
lation between her ‘Most’ and 
‘Death.’ 

Local playwright will produe ‘El 
Inferno de Gore’ at San Juan, Porto 
Rico. Translates as ‘Gore in Hell.’ 
Gore is Gov. General. 

Counsel for Benny Friedman, U. 
of M. footballer, asked Supreme 
Court judge to dismiss the libel suit 
brought by Wm. P. Fleckenstein on 
a magazine article. Decision re- 


served. 
Coast 


Reginald Denny must answer to 
L. A, suit for $14,763 brought Pr 
e- 








Irene Denny, ex. Denny's 
murer gets nowhere. 
Mildred Lehrman, 16, actress, 


blamed by L. A. coroner's jury for 
auto crash in which Charles L. 
Russau died. 

Juanita Hansen, former film star, 
has brought suit in Los Angeles 
against Clarence M. Leavy, adviser, 
for return of $25,000 

In spite of ruling by Jack Warner, 
NRA head in California, that actors 
and execs may no longer use studio 
wardrobes for costume parties, 
Donald Ogden Stewart announced 
new series of week-end dress-up 
shindigs. Author at the same time 
denying that at the last affair noses 
were punched and eyes blacked. 

More than 325,000 clicked turn- 
stiles at California state fair, Sacra- 
mento, a record. Legalized horse 
racing said to have been chief draw. 

Tex Guinan announces intention 
to join Aimee’s church. Good for 
quarter of a eolumn, all papers. 

Petitions bearing 65,000 names op- 
posing anti-tango ordinance filed 
with L. A. city clerk asking referen- 
dum on law. 

Tex Guinan plastered with mu- 
1*-ipal court suit for $250 by Dr. 
Antoh J. Sambuck, for alleged ser- 
vices in ’29. 

S. Fred Hogue, for 30 years as- 
sistant editor ‘The Times,’ sued for 
divorce by Eugenia Hogue. Mar- 
ried in '29, split in '33, $250 alimony 
asked. 

Superior Court rules Gloria 
Swanson’s $2,000 bracelet not ex- 
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empt from execution under judg- 
ment $37,500 in favor of Maurice 
Cleary, agent. 

U. S. files tax liens against 
Priscilla Dean for $7,100; Tallulah 
Bankhead, $104; Evelyn Brent, $136; 
Reginald Denny, $336; Fifi Dorsay, 
$910; John P. Medbury, $295; Monta 
Bell, $1,173; Mrs. Monta Bell, $673; 
Natalie Moorhead, $143; Alan Cros- 
land, $237; Henry B. Walthall, $128. 
List for L. A. headed by name of 
D. MacD. Jones, captain of police 
vice squad, $994. 

Cecile M. Mansfield suing for 
divorce Gienn L. Mansfield, cafe en- 
tertainer; jealousy. 

Absent and unable to protest, 
Edgar Rice Burroughs, Tarzan’s 
papa, was elected Mayor of Malibu. 
Burroughs en route to Panama on 
a vacash. 

Jack Hoxie, cowboy actor, 
suit for divorce against 
Hoxie in Newkirk, Okla. 
mm. *3a. 

Madaline Sheffield, film dancer, 
known as Bess Thomas, granted di- 
vorce from Edward A. Thomas in 
L. A. courts. 

Eric Rubelius, butler, loses suit 
for $2,000 back pay against Natalie 
Morehead, film actress, and her hus- 
band, Alan Crosland. 

Leta Howard, actress, divorced 
from Milton S. Howard, L. A. 

Wearing chaps and spurs, Ruth Y. 
Palmer appears i. L. A. court and 
wins divorce from Luther W. Pal- 
mer, cowhand. Mrs. Palmer ac- 
counted for her attire by explaining 
she was on her way to a rodeo re- 
hearsal. 

Martin Bodker, Washington 
rancher who claims to be a human 
radio receiving set, will wear a con- 
denser to take care of his vibration. 

Her marriage to Robert A. Dillon, 
film writer, annulled, Barbara Rob- 
erts, actress, announces intention to 
marry Robert Wilson, casting direc- 
tor. 

Lew Brown, once the Brown of 
DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, ar- 
rives from N. Y. to become associ- 
ate producer of musicals at Fox. 

Patrick Buchan Hepburn, British 
m.p. in Hollywood, to watch picture 
making. Says pictures have taught 
him more about America than have 
history books. 

Camil J. Van Hulse, Tucson, pian- 
ist, has had his hands surgeoned to 
give him a wider finger spread. 
Surgeons removed material between 
four fingers on each hand. Claims 
now has new technique. 

Pasadena censors resisting per- 
manent injunction sought by thea- 
tre owners to stop interference with 
‘Goodbye, Again,’ Warner pic. Cen- 
sors are volunteers, but hold ap- 
pointments from city manager. 

Zita Johann granted divorce from 
John Haussman, playright. Decree 
granted in Juarez, Mex. 

Bernice Frank, 16, daughter of 
Maurice Frank, N. Y. and Chicago 
impresario, hits Hollywood on her 
own for a try at pictures, but re- 
turns home disillusioned. 

Ronald Roderick Rhoades, lec- 
turer, to produce series of musicals 
in L. A. starring Lee Travers, bari- 
tone. 

Producers deny Charles ‘Pretty 
Boy’ Floyd to appear in a picture. 

Charging her husband with pop- 
ping her, Patsy Stiner, blues singer, 
gets a divorce from Kenneth Gar- 
land Hubbard. 

Don Lee, network owner, sued for 
$500,000 by Joe McLaughlin, who 
charges breach of contract. 

Percy Marks, novelist, 
visit relatives. 

Howard Emmett Rogers, writer, 
seeks divorce from Mildred L. Rog- 
ers. Married in 1928, separated last 
week, cruelty charged. 

Irene Biller, Hungarian actress, 
divorced from Sam Fengle, New 
York surgical supplies dealer, in 
L. A. courts. 

Chester Sutton, p.a., recovering 
from a pneumonia attack. 
Pari-mutuel  beiting 
Southern California at 

County fair, 

Mae Murray to speak at bridge 
club opening, L. A. Breakfast club. 

Claire Windsor, actress, plastered 
with a $75,000 Superior Court ver- 
dict in favor of Mrs. Marian Y. 
Read for alienation of Alfred C. 
Read, Jr.’s affections, will appeal. 

Maurice Chevalier injured when 
his car skidded and crashed in 
Hollywood. With him Max Rubba, 
his manager, and Robert Spencer, 
actor. 


files 
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Mid-West 


Hollywood - at - the - Fair going 
honkey with a strip dancer named 
Renee. 

Pickpockets have nabbed $20,000 
in money orders since the Fair 
started. 

Alexis Ruloff, member of a 
cabaret dance team, nabbed in Chi- 
cago on charges of obtaining $95 on 
a confidence game, victim being 
Maurice Moret orchestra leader. 








Moret claimed Ruloff told him that 
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he could book his orchestra 
Europe. Therefore the cash. <- 

Two Chicago radio workers 
Andrea Marsh and Truman Bradley 
were injured when their auto strucic 
. oan. Miss Ln suffered a 

roken arm while Bradley , 
bruised, ~~ 

Fair will pay 20% of the outst 
ing bonds on the $10,000,000 shaves 
Trustees of the Fair have placed 
$2,000,000 in the trust fund for the 
payment. 

Judge Joseph B. David last week 
started campaign to raise $100,000 to 
continue operation of the Chicago 
Jewish Peoples Institute and Play. 
house, 

Gertrude Bell making a press 
stunt ascent from the State-Lake 
theatre to the roof of the building, 


in 





Legits in H’wood 





(Continued from page 1) 


who have faced an audience than 
picture players whose experience 
has been confined to the screen. 

Marked has been the advance of 
stage people to picture stardom. At 
Paramount only Gary Cooper, Rich- 
ard Arlen and Carole Lohbard, 
holdovers from silents, have with- 
stood the avalanche of stagers. 
Filmers at Metro have been more 
fo-tunate. John and Lionel Barry- 
more, though both came from the 
stage to silents; Wallace Beery, 
Marion Davies, Joan Crawford, 
Greta Garbo, Norma Shearer and 
Ramon Novarro have stemmed the 
tide. Fox's old guards are Lew 
Ayres, George O’Brien, Clara Bow, 
Sally Eilers, Janet Gaynor and Will 
Rogers, though the latter was out 
of pictures and in Ziegfeld revues 
for several years until talkers hit. 

At Warners, only William Powell, 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., and Rich- 
ard Barthelmess remain to remind 
1ewcomers of former glories. Radio’s 
list includes Clive Brook, Richard 
Dix, Nils Asther, Dolores Del Rio, 
Charles Farrell and Zasu Pitts, who 
cut their eye teeth on noiseless cel- 
luloid. At Universal, only Slim 
Summerville remains. 


Holders On 


Columbia's list of holdovers shows 
that only Jack Holt and Tim Mc- 
Coy have been able to hold on. Fay 
Wray and Loretta Young alone have 
retained their silent hold on talkers 
at 20th Century. 

Influx of stage players continues, 
with nothing to guarantee that those 
who came from silents and retained 
their star standing in talkers will 
not be reduced to meagre ranks 
within the next two years. 

Most of those who were silent 
stars and are still on the top have 
seen screen service for at least 10 
years, which is more than the aver- 
age life of a star in pictures. 





Salaries at Par 


(Continued from page 41) 


the panic commenced and all sal- 
ary wraps were removed. 
‘Names’ on Pre-Cut Basis 

‘Names’ are also hopping back to 
the pre-cut salary basis, although 
the bookers are showing consider- 
able more care than formerly in 
their selection. No reckless book- 
ing and salary spreading thus far, 
but the acts that are regarded as 
box office certainties are getting 
their own prices. It’s also notice- 
able that the majority of big money 
bookings in the circuit theatres 
have so far been on the guarantee 
and percentage basis. 

Among names set in the past 
week or so at former salaries or 
better are Jack Benny and Co.,, 


$6,000; Weaver Bros., $4,500; Bar- 
bara Stanwyck, $4,000; Sophie 
Tucker, $3,500; Rudy Vallee, $6,500; 
Ethel Barrymore, $3,000; Helen 


Morgan, $2,250; Phil Baker, $5,000; 
Aimee MacPherson, $5,000, and 
others, with most getting percent- 
age splits on top of the salaries 
quoted. 

CBS’ Demands 

CBS Artists Bureau is insisting 
to the circuits that the salaries of 
the network’s name acts be put 
back to where they were when the 
general cut went into effect. Ar- 
gument advanced by the web is 
that if the theatre men are in a 
position to raise boxoffice prices 
they should be willing to resume 
paying the old stipends. 

Loew has put the Boswell Sis- 
ters back at their pre-cut money, 
with the Capitol here Sept. 29 
bringing the trio $3,000 and the 
Fox, Washington, the week before 
that and a margin better to cover 
the act’s transportation and other 
expenses. Same circuit has Mor- 
ton Downey also practically back 
at the old salary, $4,000. Warbler 
is set for the Orpheum, Manhattan, 
for three days next week (26) on 





this basis. 

















a 
oe 

in 
# 


ers, 
lley 
uck 
Ll a 
wag 


nd. 
tly. 
ced 
the 


eek 
) to 
Ago 
aye 


ess 
ake 


1an 
nce 


of 


che 
rd, 
th- 
ors. 
ore 
ry- 
the 
ry, 
rd, 
ind 
the 
ew 
ow, 
Vill 
put 
ues 


ell, 
sh- 
ind 
o's 
ard 
tio, 
rho 
el- 
lim 


ws 
{c- 
‘ay 
ive 
ers 


ies, 
ose 
1ed 
vill 
iks 


ent 
ive 

10 
er- 


ale 


gh 
re 


\k- 
ar, 


ng 
‘= 
ey 


ee 


st 
or 
0. 


Lie 
0; 
en 


nd 
it- 
es 


S< 
ry, 
29 


“ae 


he 


er 
er 


ck 
er 
Ln, 
an 














Tuesday, September 19, 

















ao 


Broadway 





Irving Shapiro with Principal. 

Gabe Yorke on fortnite vacash. 

Bert Satz back on Broadway. 

Bob Kane’s birthday Friday (15). 

Lucky Miller’s hair is back after 
a summer shave. 

Jack Kalcheim returning to Chi 
and agency biz there. 

Courtland Smith back to New 
York on the Majestic. 

Art Schmidt, formerly with B & 
K in Detroit, is in town. 


Grace Menken with painful pa- 
tience is learning to knit. 

Doc Leo Michel’s red and blue 
suspenders are something. 


Les Huffman’ on publicity for 
Panchard’s Massapequa, L. L 

Tunesmith Leo Robin back to the 
coast after a Broadway vacash, 

Louis Cohen, the RKO realty ex- 
pert, horizontal with infected toe. 

Irv Brecher and Al Shwartz writ- 
ing a Warner short for Joe Phillips. 

Vincent Hart, Will Hays’ legalist, 
has returned from an upstate va- 
cash, ; 

Jane Bromiey back in town after 
one of those summer stock vaca- 
tions. 

Cooler weather, so the niteries 
reopening, with flocks of plans for 
more. ° 

Midtown thirst parlors prospered 
plenty when NRA parade brought 
holiday. 

Jack Connolly has hung some new 
pictures in the bar at his Larch- 
mont home. 

Gerge Gerhard hit the newsreels 
with Wiley Post and again through 
the NRA parade. 

May LEinfeld sez her new Aire- 
dale’s pedigree gives her an in- 
feriority complex. 

Nick, headwaiter at the Hotel 
Astor’s Hunting Room, has been at 
his post for 29 years. 

Herbert Rawlinson took _ the 
bankruptcy way out with liabilities 
of $10,959 and no assets. 

William Lenz, brother of Sidney, 
has deserted on his bridge in favor 
of the Culbertson system. 

Sam Brody of the Music Hall 
publicity staff sneaked into the 
Hipp to hear some opera. 

Percy Trusell has given up the 
Staten Island beaches for the season 
and moved back to Big Town. 

Winnie Sheehan postcarding to 
friends from Carlsbad after looking 
over the Fox foreign outposts. 

H. B. Franklin rented his yacht 
to a Newport millionaire when he 
was in Chicago seeing the fair. 

Frank Wilstach has a new Ger- 
man camera and now spends his 
Sundays playing photographer. 

Sitting record at Music Hall 
broken with one couple spotted 
holding hands for four and a half 
hours. 

Ralph Holmes, of ‘Times,’ and 
Russell McLaughlin, of ‘News,’ both 
Detroit, were in New York seeing 
new plays. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jules’ Brulatour 
(Hope Hampton) back to the U. S. 
on the Rex after some European 
concert-ing. 

John Anderson, ‘Journal’ drama 
critic, going in strong for hand ten- 
nis, is planning to enter the NYAC 
tournament. 

Mad scramble during past week 
taking down those ‘delightfully 
cool’ signs among the Broadway 
film theatres. 

Hay fever addicts who've lived in 
the iced picture houses during the 
summer for relief, now home with 
their families. 

Dave Davidson and Clark Brown 
of Paramount doing publicity for 
the Brooklyn Women’s Consumers’ 
Division, NRA. 

Chemical bank in the Par build- 
ing has cut out its convenient late 
hours because of the NRA and now 
closes at 3 p. m. 

Alex Gottlieb joins United Ar- 
tists publicity staff as assistant to 
Monroe Greenthal, head of the ex- 
ploitation department. 

Fox had a blimp plugging ‘Berke- 


‘ley Square’ in the air at start of 


NRA parade. It was chased by 
hordes of army planes. 

Jack Osterman, while playing 
Loew's Valencia, Jamaica, last week 
stooged for Salina, mind reader, at 
the Alden between shows. 

Mike (Mique) Cohen, former 
Broadway theatre treasurer, last re- 
Ported in the west, is being sought 
by Wilkie Cohen, 51 South Albert 
Street, St. Paul. Cohen’s mother 
is ill in a hospital. 

Dave Oppenheim and Michael H. 
Cleary writing the new Hollywood 
floor show for Joe Moss, Danny 
Dare staging. Stept and Green are 
authoring the competitive Paradise 
nitery’s revue for NTG. 

Jacqueline Francell and Marcel 
Vallee, brought over by Par for the 

rench version of Chevalier’s ‘Way 
to Love,’ completed, sailed from 
New York Thursday (14) on the 
S.S. Lafayette to return to France. 

Harold Rodner, who’s in charge 
of all WB theatre concessions, hon- 
ored by the Masons through ap- 
Pointment as grand representative 
to the lodge for the state of Minne- 
s0ta, with the title of Right Wor- 
shipful ahead of his name. 

When and if Harlan Thompson's 
new musical ‘Hot and Bothered’ 
°pens on Broadway, Thompson will 

le east from Hollywood to be in 
attendance. His former collabo- 


Tator, Hiarry Archer, has completed 


the score of a new musical being 
tried out in Westport. 

The Charlie Freemans’ rounded 
out their first 20 years with a blow- 
out at their Freeport, L. L., home. 
Buddy Freeman entertained the 
guests and gave Larry Puck an au- 
thorization to get him a last half 
in Paterson. The kid’s a cinch for 
the Interstate time, which his old 
man books. 

Paramount is. bringing Jack 
Oakie’s mother, Mrs. Evelyn Oakie, 
across the country from Hollywood 
to put in a personal appearance 
Thursday midnight (21) at a special 
premiere of ‘Too Much Harmony,’ 
at which Ethel Merman and Bor- 
rah Minevitch will be hosts. Mrs. 
Oakie, 65 years old, plays a part 
in the picture, her first. 


Moscow 


By Eugene Lyons 








Great influx of German talent— 
conductors, vocalists, instrumental- 
ists, actors, “ét¢.—all non-Aryans 
and all a gift from Hitler. 

Alexei Tolstoy doing play based 
on the construction of the White 
Sea canal, built by 200,000 convicts 
under the gentle urging of the 
Gq. P. U. 

Paul Robeson coming. Advance 
information says he’s been studying 
Russian and hopes to sing name 
role in ‘Othello’ at the Bolshoi 
opera house here. 

Other Americans on next year’s 
concert tour lists are Sergei Ra- 
damsky, Marie Williams Radamsky, 
and Emma Reddell, all of whom 
have listened to Russian applause 
in the past. 

Tom Mix and his horse Tony, 
press says, have been invited by 
Gometz to come to Russia for cir- 
cus appearances. Neither has as 
yet responded. Maybe because Tony 
can’t read Russian. P 

‘Stuff and Nonsense,’ a new com- 
edy by Constantine Finn, scheduled 
for production at the Trade Union 
theatre; at the same time Comrade 
Finn is doing it into a scenario for 
Mezhrapom Film Trust. 

Maurice Hindus, writer and lec- 
turer, bottled up in Moscow along 
with the regular correspondents due 
to the prohibition against travel im- 
posed on pressmen in the interests 
of the Great God Hush. 

‘Once in a Lifetime,’ in Russian 
translation, going the rounds and 
being seriously considered by a 
newly established comic opera out- 
fit, ditties and music to be super- 
imposed on the American satire. 

William Allen White, Mrs. White 
and a niece graced the Soviet cap- 
ital with charms native to Emporia. 
What he thought of it all will show 
up in a series of articles for the 
North American Newspaper Alli- 
ance. 

Much talk of American recogni- 
tion and every visiting American 
suspected of being a secret mission 
from Roosevelt. A few of these 
visitors suspect it themselves. In 
fact, everybody suspects it except 
Roosevelt. 

Panteleon Romanov’s comedy, 
‘Earthquake,’ it is understood here, 
is in the hands of agent Maxim 
Lieber, who will try it on Broadway 
producers. Lieber also handling 
Alexei Tolstoy’s pre-war comedy of 
errors, ‘Darling’. 

Leading movie outfit, Soyuzkino, 
has bought original story on an all- 
Soviet theme from Eugene Lyons, 
American correspondent here. Sce- 
nario will be worked out in col- 
laboration with a prominent Rus- 
sian newspaperman, 

Spencer Williams, ex-newspaper- 
man now monitor in Moscow for 
the American-Russian Chamber of 
Commerce, returned briefly to his 
first love recently when he pinch-hit 
for the United Press correspondent 
during the later’s absence on im- 
portant business on the Italian 
Riviera. ; 

Louis Weitzenkorn’s ‘Five Star 
Final’ accepted for Russian produc- 
tion—though Louis knows nothing 
about it—by one of the lesser the- 
atres here and also under consider- 
ation by a leading Leningrad the- 
atre. However, the censors have 
not yet said the final word. 

First All-Soviet operetta in 
preparation, joint product of three 
writers of comedy, all of whom are 
known to American readers—I. Iif 
and E. Petrov (co-authors of ‘Little 
Golden Calf,’ ‘Diamonds to Sit On,’ 
etc.) and Valentine Katayev, author 
of ‘Squaring the Circle,’ ‘The Em- 
bezzlers, etc. Operetta titled ‘Under 
the Church Domes’, Composer is 
Kriukov. 

Jascha Heifetz has been signed 
up by Gometz the official concert 
bureau) for 20 appearances in Mos- 
cow, Leningrad and other cities. 
Reported he will pocket two thou- 
sand rubles per. Which is not 
nearly as much as it sounds. But 
it will mean a lot to his Russian 
relatives with whom he will leave 
the loot since it cannot be exported 
under the law and wouldn't do him 
any good outside these frontiers 





anyhow. Dates begin next spring. 








London 


Polly Walker framing an act with 
Joe Wagstaff. 


Anne Grey off to Vienna for be- 
lated honeymoon. 


Jimmy Finlayson back from fish- 
ing holiday in Sco*land. 


Daughter born to Ambrose, 
mous band leader, Sept. 5. 


Three Swifts likely to get 30 con- 
secutive weeks’ work here. 

Robert Chisholm likely to frame 
vaudeville act with Toots Pounds. 

Geoffrey Gwyther latest legit ac- 
tor to form his own producing unit. 

Betty Jane Cooper and Lathrop 
brothers off to Biaritz for four 
weeks. 

Giovanni will marry Elsie Prince 
as soon as his wife gets her divorce 
through. 

Sherman-Fisher Girls out of 
London Pavilion, replaced by John 
Tiller girls. 

Beatrice Lillie likely to he in the 
new Andre Charlot revue, with no 
theatre set yet. 

Vic Oliver only American here 
anxious to get back despite many 
offers to stay over. 

Francis Mangan due here any- 
day, with his friends predicting a 
big comeback for him. 

Hermione Baddeley going into 
new Prince of Wales French revue 
to bolster up the comedy. 

Joe Keppel out of hospital after 
three weeks appendicitis operation. 
Recuperating at Brighton. 

Peggy Ashcroft co-starring with 
Werner Krauss in ‘Before Sunset’ 
at the Shaftesbury, Sept. 22. 

Sir John Reith, head of British 
Broadcasting Corporation, and 
David Sarnoff in conference. 

Josie Collins playing her first 
straight part in ‘Dinner at Eight,’ 
for Parnell & Zeitlin on tour. 

Harry Day now in the South of 
France and negotiating for French 
revue to produce in England. 

Colonel Eustace Blois, deceased 
managing director Covent Garden 
Opera syndicate, left around $7,000. 

Whit Cunliffe, for many years 
England’s premier light comedian, 
now owns a public house in Devon. 

Ethel Levey now in Cannes, and 
figuring to go to New York short- 
ly, to find a suitable revue for her- 
self. 

Naunton Wayne recommending 
Sutherland Felce as compere for 
the British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion. 

Charles Clore looking over Billy 
and Elsa Newell with the Josephine 
Baker-Prince Edward theatre in 
mind. . 

Harry Goodson negotiating with 
Hardeen to play two weeks at the 
Palladium. Salary the only ob- 
stacle, 

Atlas Publishing Company’s 
premises burnt down, with two mil- 
lion American magazines burnt to 
ashes, 

It is not unlikely Robins, the mu- 
sical clown, will be in the next 
Palladium ‘Crazy’ show, opening 
Oct. 9. 

Max Miller and Georgic Harris 
have been cleaning up with their 
own unit, and will shortly take out 
another. 

Bradbury Pratt trying to get 
Jack Hylton and his band as spe- 
cial attraction for Verrey’s res- 
taurant. 

Jack Davis’s bar from the Stage 
Golfing Society has now been re- 
moved, but is now barred from 
Gog’s bar. 

Paul Abrahams off to Budapest 
for a month, returning to do a 
couple of musical films for Gau- 
mont-British. 

Ernst Toch, the famous German- 
Jewish musical director, to be 
guest-conductor at the Alhambra 
ballet season. 

Marie Dressler and Wallace Beery 
starring in two films in the West- 
End simultaneously, for first time 
in their career. 

Understood Francis, Day & 
Hunter have purchased the English 
rights for the Robbins catalog, 
starting in November. 

For ‘I Was a Spy,’ a Gaumont- 
British picture, the Tivoli has 
changed its policy from continuous 
to three sessions daily. 

Wallace Beery fails to show up 
at Press reception arranged for him 
by Mervyn McPherson at the Em- 
pire, with boys very sore. 

Gilbert Davis replaced Clarence 
Derwent in ‘The Late Christopher 
Bean’ when latter returned to the 
U. S. for a fall production. 

Madge Titheradge taking over 
Fay Compton’s role in ‘Proscenium’ 
for six weeks to enable latter to 
fulfill contracted film engagement. 

Jlja Livschakoff, one of the best 
known German violinists, latest 
Nazi victim over here. Has re- 
ceived many offers to work here. 

‘Radio Olympia Revue,’ despite 
its recent flop at the Palladium, has 
been booked for eight weeks on the 
Moss Empires and General Theatres. 

Phoenix reopens Sept. 27 with 
‘Womenkind’ under direction of 
Barry Jones and Maurice Col- 
bourne. Lily Cahill, American, 
femme lead. 

Guy in new Prince of Wales show 
looks like Lord Donegal and calls 
himself Eric Barker, is an- 





fa- 


which 





noying the real Barker, the ‘Strol- 
ler’ of the ‘Evening News.’ 

Gaiety management does not like 
‘Ballerina,’ currently touring and 
due here early October. Alterations 
suggested are opposed by Lady 
Eleanor Smith, the authoress. 

Leon Kimberley doing so well at 
horse racing that his wife, Helen 
Page, has suggested he give up 
show business and stick to the 
horses, as they are more certain. 

Harry Foster has a brainwave to 
put Buster Shaver’s midgets into a 
Christmas Pantomime, with midgets 
to play part of ‘babes’ in ‘Babes in 
the Woods.’ Val Parnell likes the 
idea. 

Sue Nick, wife of Ben Harris, of 
the Harris twins, lining up an all- 
English dance troupe to do globe 
dancing act. Nick did similar turn 
for Fanchon & Marco a couple sea- 
sous ago. 

Leoh M. Lion doing ‘Little White 
Lies,” by unknown authoress, at 
Playhouse, with Irene Vanburgh, 
Dennis Hoey and Ellen Pollack al- 
ready signed. Show due end of 
September. 

Clever stunt in advertising ‘Din- 
ner at Eight’ is being pulled by 
Metro. It consists of girls dressed 
as waitresses walking the West- 
End, with tray held in their right 
hand announcing the arrival of the 
film. 

Jack Oliphant claims has just 
received bankroll from a couple of 
City stock brokers who are anxious 
to get into the show business 
racket. Oliphant figuring on going 
to New York in October to get some 


_ Australia 


By Eric Gorick 








Fullers sell their Melbourne thea- 
tre. 

Theo Shall is producing ‘Fair Ex- 
change.’ 

F. W. Thring is producing ‘Clara 
Gibbings’ in Melbourne. 

Peter Dawson is giving a series 
of concerts in Melbourne. 

Carrolls get ‘Good Companions’ 
for Sydney and G. T. same attrac- 
tion for Melbourne. 

‘Working Man’ has proved a sur- 
prise hit in Sydney, running into 
third week and possibly staying five. 

Brother of late Enrico Caruso is 
being heard over the air on spon- 
sored programs from B class sta- 
tions. 

Ella Shields is playing in revue 
for Frank Neil in Sydney. She just 
completed an eight months’ tour of 
New Zealand in revue. 

G. T. playing up ‘King Kong’ as 
suitable for the fems. Ads carry 
notice to effect that London ladies 
raved about the picture. 

Government considering a reduc- 
tion of amusement tax slug on the- 
atre tickets. Managements won- 
dering if it is just a gag. 

Dorothy Brunton returns to the 
stage again under the W-T direc- 
tion in ‘Road House.’ Show will be 
staged by Fred Blackman. 

Ernest C. Rolls will close down 
his Melbourne revue venture this 
week, following on the sale of the 
Princess theatre by the Fullers. 

Fox plans to long-run ‘Adorable’ 
in all the principal cities of Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand, fncluding a 
big boost for the new French star. 

Music men are anxiously awaiting 
the arrival of an American repre- 
sentative to settle the differences 
arising over music sales and s0 
forth. 

John Fuller has charge of the Ful- 
ler chain during the absence of Sir 
Ben in America. ‘Tell Me Tonight’ 
has been one of the biggest hits yet 
handled by the Fullers. 

Fan mag trade is picking up again 
over here after a slight slump. 
Prices still remain high owing to 
the terrific exchange rate, but pulp 
sales in chain stores are rising to a 
high level. 

Mrs. John Nolan, wife of Fox ex- 
ecutive, arrived here last week from 
America to join her hubby. Cer- 
tainly looks as though the Nolans 
intend to settle in Australia for 
some little time. 

Every so often the rumor creeps 
around that big-time vaude wil! be 
given another try in Australia. And, 
also, every so often the rumor just 
proves to be just that. The high 
cost of transportation, together 
with costly:-exchange and income 
tax slug, naturally kills any chance 
of reviving vaude in this country. 

Film entertainment lately offered 
all over’ Australia has been remark- 
ably good, and business in conse- 
quence has remained very solid. In 
most cases American pictures have 
gotten more at the b. o. than Brit- 
ish products, which recently have 


shown a strong decline in entertain- 
ment value. Just taking in two of 
the principal cities of this country, 


the list currently showing is: Amer- 
ican, 24; English, 9. The biggest 
English hit recorded here outside of 
‘Jack’s the Boy’ is ‘Tell Me Tonight,’ | 
which i: 





ney and fourth month in Melbourne. 


Madrid 





Jay Allen bicycling in Hitler’s 
backyard. 

Patricia Bowers going home but 
she nowanna., 

John Dos Passos in and out of 
town in a now-she-runs-now-she- 


don't gas buggy. 

Bringing Blasco Ibanez’s body 
home from France and placing him 
in an impressive mausoleum. 

Everybody happy because tips 
taboo. Fifteen per cent added to 
your bill and no beefing or salaam- 
ing. 

Ambassador Claude Bowers, once 
‘World’ and ‘Journal’ oracle, using 
spare time to write a sequel to his 
‘Jefferson and Hamilton.’ 

Sidney Franklin off to Paris to 
farewell sister. Coming back for 
trip to the surgeon’s ward to cure 
an old bullfighting wound. 

Ernest Hemingway turns up at 
San Sebastian for the world’s pigeon 
shooting tournament. Didn't win. 
Didn't place. Didn't show. 

Bea Mathieu through here from 
Paris enroute around Mediterran- 
ean, pumping bullfighters and chefs. 
for experiences and recipes. 

Night clubs sick. Heat giving the 
boys the jitters. Hotel business also 
pediculous. Six customers at the 
Ritz one day in August. And no 
rain. 

Glenway Wescott passed through. 
Burning because ‘The Bookman’ 
called him an ‘exile’ instead of an 
‘expatriate.’ Going home this fall, 
maybe for good. 

Franklin Roosevelt, Jr., quite a 
bullfighting fan, but brow wrinkled 
because of ‘the American public’s 
usual rap for the pastime and those 
who gaga over it. 

Federation of Catholic Syndicate 
of Callora de Segura dug down for 
100 pesetas to pay a fine for refus- 
ing to come through with author’s 
royalties on a theatrical piece. 

Scandalmongers all atwitter by 
the death of 18-year-old Hildeg.urt 
Rodriguez, a eugenics gal who 
didn’t come up to her mother’s ex- 
a Mother in jail for mur- 

er. 

Ronald Colman, summering in 
northern Spain, expects to sail late 
in September from Marseilles for 
Dutch East Indies with Al Wein- 
gand. Hollywood by next spring but 
no picture plans. 


Cuba 


By Rene Canizares 








Strikes and more strikes! 

Cyclones and revolutions! 

High Anti-intervention feelings 
here. 

Cops here now like in States, in 
their shirt sleeves. 

Ladies of the evening (cheaper 
class) also unionized. Anyone charg- 
ing less than tariff gets black and 
blue marks. 

Miguel Ordorica, former editor of 
‘Heraldo de Cuba,’ a Mexican by 
birth, had to flee protected by the 
Mexican Charge of Affairs. 

Irenee Dupont sent $30,000 to ald 
Cardenas, one of towns hardest hit 
by cyclone. Dupont’s mansion in 
Varadero only few miies from Car- 
denas. 

Where is Carl Byoir, the chief 
publicity agent of Machado? Havana 
‘Post,’ formerly rented to Byoir, made 
it known by announcements in local 
press that Byoir had nothing to do 
with it any more, 

Hotel Nacional converted to fort. 
Army officers unwilling to return 
after revolutions have taken refuge 
there as the hotel in under American 
flag because Ambassador lives there. 
Hotel surrounded by army troops 
with machine guns and everything. 

Joseph Gibson, Jimmy Pergola, 
George Skadding, Samuel Schulman, 
Hugo C. Johnson, Fernando Delgado 
and Armando J, Lopez, photographe 
ers, and William Lander, Robert Ca« 
sey, Arthur M. Evens, Robert G, 
Nixon and Robert B. Roosem, re- 
porters, arrived here on _ special 
plane from Miami when news of the 
Indianapolis sailing was made pub- 


Mexico City 


By D. L. Grahame 








More and more advertising signs 
in English. Has become Mexico's 
‘second language.’ 

Musical films have made cinema 
orks in these parts as extinct as 
street lamp lighters. 

Mexico is not dickering with 
Uncle Sam for a trade treaty, an- 
nounces the Foreign Office. 

Presidential decree assigns the 
Ministry of Public Education as 
the guardian of the Palace of Fine 
Arts, otherwise the National Thea- 
tre here. 

President has slashed from 25% 
to 3314% domestic telegraph tolls, 
and air mail post card, newspaper 
and magazine postage and post of- 
fice box rents. 

While some first-run cinemas here 
report biz 20% below what is was 
this time last year, second-run 
houses announce customer increases 





in its third month in Syd-|s 


i than 


of 15%, and stage theatre managers 
say trade is from 5% to 10% better 


last late summer, 
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Paris 


By Beulah Livingstone 





Wanda Lyon ex-movie actress is 
here with her husband, Lyman Pratt. 

John Krimsky, producer of ‘Em- 
peror Jones’ with Paul Robeson 
here. 

Jack Koerpel, new United Artists 
chief, has gone to Sweden to show 
how pictures should be sold. 

The honeymooning Roger Wolfe 
Kahns are at the Ritz before start- 
ing a motor tour of the Riviera. 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Beck have 
gone to Bagnoles-de-l’Orne for a 
week and will then return to the 
Crillon. 

Lotte Schoene will be the star of 
Reinhardt’s first production at the 
Pigale—the Johann Strauss operetta, 
‘The Bat.’ 

‘King Kong’ now being dubbed in 
French at the Pathe-Natan studios, 
wil open at the Mariveaux later part 
of this month. 

Mile. Moussia will play several 
varied roles in the new Dorin and 
Colline revue coming to the Capu- 
cines, Sept. 28. 

Grace Tibbett now en route for 
N. Y. and Calif. with little Richard 
and Lawrence, Jr., after their tour 
of Italy and France. 

All National theatres closed Wed- 
nesday this wek during the funeral 
procession for M. Georges Leygues, 
Minister of the Navy. 

Charlote Greenwod and her com- 
poser-husband, Martin Broones have 
returned te London after a lengthy 
Riviera and Paris sojourn. 

Jane Murfin and Donald Crisp be 
ing guided around Montparnasse by 
Sasha, the theatrical photographer 
who flew from London with them. 

Tay Garnett, Hollywood director, 
finding lots of film’ material in 
Montparnasse, though he prefers liv- 
ing ou the Right Bank at the Con- 
tinental. 

Stage folks expected this week are 
Sigmund Romberg with his wife en 
route on Majestic and Lily Cahill 
and Greta Nissen coming on the 
Bremen, 

France’s first American woman 
radio announcer is Alice Lengelier, 
who will be heard weekly on Radio 
Club France-Amerique’s programs 


‘to the U. S. 


Emile Fabre, administrator of the 
Comedie Francaise, is back from 
Venice where he attended the gala 
performance of ‘Othello’ at the 
Doge’s Palace. 

Most outstanding individual per- 
formance of new theatrical season, 
so far, is that of Fernand-Rene as 
Bou.du, the would-be suicide, in 
‘Boudu Sauve des Eaux.’ 

The revival of “Teddy and Partner’ 
with the original cast at the Michel 
this week, is preceded by ‘Vieux 
Bebe’ (Old Baby), a one act p‘aylet 
from the pen of Andre Rivollet. 

Felix Gandera, having had at least 
five of his plays transferred to the 
screen has now written his first 
original film, ‘D’Amour et d’EHau 
Fraich,’ and will himself direct it. 

The eight authors who collaborat- 
ed on ‘Quinze Couples’ (15 Pairs), 
opening later this month at the 
Grand Guignol, are still speaking to 
each other. Piece is in 15 tableaux. 

Pierre Richard-Willm, having just 
completed ‘Fanatisme’ opposite Pola 
Negri, has been engaged as Marie 
Bell’s chief support in Le grand Jeu’ 
which Jacques Felder will direct for 
‘Films de France.’ 

Felix Giacobbi continuing his pol- 
icy of bringing out the works of new 
authors, has accepted ‘Renouveau’ 
(Spring), 4-act play by Charles J. 
Vincent, to be produced this winter 
at the Renaissance. 

Francis de Croisset’s ‘Pierre ou 
Jacques,’ already made as a French 
picture, is shortly to be filmed in 
English by British-Gaumont at the 
Shepherds Bush studios, with Al- 
bert de Courville directing. 

‘Anna and Elisabeth,’ last film 
made by Dorothea Wieck, before her 
departure for Hollywood, with 
Hertha Thiele also in an important 
role, opens here soon with the 
French adaptation made by Pierre 
Wolff. 

Seldom has any picture star been 
given such an ovation on this side 
of the Atlantic as that received by 
Marlene Dietrich who made a 
charming little speech at the pre- 
miere of her ‘Song of Songs’ at the 
Miracles. 


“The Hague 


By M. W. Etty-Leal 





Fall fair at Utrecht opened with 
1,109 stands let. 

Fox now taking typical Dutch 
scenes here, to be turned into one 
of their ‘Magic Carpets.’ 

Rotterdam had premiere of Dutch 
version of Rheinhardt’s ‘The Mira- 
ele’ (music by Humperdinck), in 
Grand theatre there with Tilly 
3ouwmeester as the Madonna. Suc- 
cess. 

At first night of ‘Vagabond King’ 


at Scala, the Hague, a row was 
started from the pit — protests 
against a not 100% Dutch cast 
(only 2 out of 85 foreign). Police 


threw rioters out. 

A new operetta company starting 
in Amsterdam Grand theatre, led 
by Miss Stella Fontaine, Dutch 
cabaret artist; first show on bills 
is called ‘O. K.,’ Dutch adaption of 
Benatzky’s ‘Morgen gehts uns gut.’ 


Zuckmayer, author of ‘Haupt- 
mann von Koepenick,’ asked Dutch 
legit company, which holds rights 
for Holland, to stop performances 
ir Holland of this play in con- 
sideration of political situation in 
Germany. 

Tuschinsky announcing’ winter 
program in which Paramount gets 
big share, also Warner with ‘The 
Mystery of the Wax Museum,’ 
Fox's ‘Cavalcade,’ a German film, 
‘Testament von Dr. Mabuse,’ and a 
series called ‘Silly Symphonies.’ 


Prague 


By Edward T. Heyn 








Prague public soon to see Ameri- 
ean film, ‘Last of the Mohicans.’ 


Fred Bulin has been appointed 
manager of the P. D. C. film com- 
pany. 


Fox film has made agreement 
with Czech A. B. Co. to distribute 
abroad Czechoslovak topical films. 

Dr. Frank Tettauer, dramaturg of 
the Vinohrady municipal theatre, 
now at work on a monograph on 
Eugene O'Neill. 

Julius Aussenberg, who at one 
time was active in Hollywood, is at 
work on a sound film for the A. B. 
Co., Barrandow. 

Burian, Czech comedian, opened 
the season at his own theatre in 
French comedy, ‘The Station Mas- 
ter,’ by N. Nancy and A. Mones- 
Eion. 

A. Bijourin, Prague concert man- 
ager, has turned down offer to pre- 
sent Mary Wigmann, the famous 
German dancer, owing to her Nazi 
sympathies, 

Modern Operetta theatre of 
Prague opened season by operetta, 
‘Son of the Gods,’ music by Czech 
composer, Jaromir Banes. Ameri- 
can libretto. 

Peter Lore, the former Berlin ac- 
tor who became famous in gangster 
films such as ‘M,’ now sojourning in 
Frain Moravia, the birthplace of his 
wife, Cacilie Lvosky. 

In Nitra, Slovakia, stink bombs 
were thrown in a leading film house 
owing to the presentation of a Hun- 
garian film. The demonstrations 
continued on the leading square of 
the city. 

V: N. Seala, Czech-Amcrican from 
Chicago, visiting Prague in order to 
show in Czechoslovak play theatres 
films of the appearance of the Czech 
Sokol Gymnastic Union during the 
Chicago World’s Fair. 

New Czech film, ‘Morning Dawn,’ 
directed by regisseur Kubasek, pre- 
senting pictures of workmen's life 
and activities in Czechoslovakia. 
Effective film, showing considerable 
progress in Czechoslovak produc- 
tion. 

Maxim Stransky, the former man- 
ager of Universal, has established 
distribution company and will offer 
to Czechoslovak play theatres the 
film, ‘And Thus Speaks Adolf Hit- 
ler, and also a film, ‘German 
Nudism.” 

Jaromir, the Czech film regisseur, 
has completed a film, ‘The Girl of 
the Hradshin,’ presents scenes of 
the section of Prague of which the 
famous Hrad castle and St. Vitus 
church are the most important 
structufes. 

Dostal, the regisseur of the Na- 
tional theatre, now preparing a 
presentation of the Wallenstein 
trilogy by Schiller. This news is of 
special interest, owing to the fact 
that, despite the anti-German feel- 
ing in Czechoslovakia, leading Czech 
stages are planning this season to 
present plays, operas and operettas 
by German classical authors and 
composers. 


Montreal 


Raoul Clouthier off for moose. 

Radio Exhibition Sept. 30-Oct. 7. 

Bill Simpson ethering safety first. 

Press club fall re-opening Thurs- 
day (14). 

W. R. Ferguson, MG, here from 
New York. 

Only girl orch in town at K. of C. 
auditorium. 

Leo Houle appointed 
for C.R.B.C. 

Nan Blakstone back to New York 
Sunday (17). 

Commission 
open October 2. 

Jay Van Lusil soaks commission 
for nice royalty. 

Knights of Modern 
to Edgewater club 

Charlie Dornberger dickering for 
commercial program. 

Racing over for season 
(18). All tracks in red. 

Billy Bissett from Seigniory club 
to Royal York, Toronto. 

Henry Moss handling three the- 
atres, two pix and one legit. 

Ronnie Hart back at Chateau, 
Hiuntingdon, on big fan mail. 

Krausmann floor show moves to 
Mountain chalet Wednesday (20) 
for Kiwanis convention. 

Montreal Theatre League sub- 
scription plays His Majesty’s Octo- 
ber getting good advance sales. 

Walkathon promoters doing most 
of their walking through local 
courts but show still going on 
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ready and 
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Vienna 
By Erich Glass 


Max Reinhardt—60. 
Burge theater turns down ‘Alien 
Corn.’ 


‘Double 
Volks. 

‘All Bad That Ends Well’ shifted 
to Kammerspiele. 

‘Sissy’ 300 up, and ‘Francis Jo-~ 
seph’ awaiting revival. 

Robert Katscher writing 
for ‘Streets of London.’ 

New volume of poems by radio 
director Hans Nuchtern, 

‘King Pausole,’ talker, well re- 
ceived, though critics far from all 
het-up. 

Opera season begins with ‘Fidelio,’ 
starring Lotte Lehmann and Fried- 
rich Schorr. 

‘Churchmouse’ author Ladislaus 
Fodor said to be hiding under pseu- 
donym Gregor Schmitt. 

‘Mrs. Potiphar and Her Men’ 
launched with Gisela Werbezirk at 


Harness’ scheduled at 


score 


Stadt theater in Karlsbad, 


Komoedie reopening with ‘Doc- 
tor’s Dilemma,’ starring Oscar Ho- 
molka and Elma von Bulla. 

Burg proposes to celebrate Her- 
mann Bahr's 70th anniversary with 
revival of his ‘Der Meister.’ 
Edmond Konrad author of Edi- 
son drama, ‘The Conjuror of Menlo’ 
—all set for lLandestheater’ in 
Bruenn. 

Exteriors of ‘House of Dreams’ to 
be made in Austrian Wachau, more 
English films to be made by Danubia 
in Hungary and Roumania. 
Posthumous book by Franz Schalk 
on Anton Bruckner and the inter- 
pretation of his symphonies due to 
appear on his second death anni- 
versary. 

Robert Stolz conducting world- 
premiere of his ‘Lost Waltz,’ based 
on ‘Zwei Herzen’ talker, at Copen- 
hagen, with German premiere to 
follow at the Opera house in Zurich. 


Catalina 


Season Officially closed saw few 
boats over last week-end, 

Allan Hancock's destroyer — de- 
signed ‘Valero III’ at the St. Cather- 
ine’s dock. 

Harvey Gates, another sailor who 
made the crossing, but Mike Boylan 
was missing. 

William Slavens McNutt made 
the bay under full sail for his final 
trip of the season, 

This washes up Catalina chatter 
until next spring with Palm Springs 
next outpost to be heard from. 

Hap Miller guested the Claude 
Binyons on his skiff. Juniors from 
both families mess up the island. 

Hotels are starting to board up 
the windows. Nothing more des- 
olate than a summer resort in win- 
ter, 

Max Fleishman’s ‘Haida,’ largest 
steam yacht on the Pacific, an- 
chored at Avalon giving the island 
additional class. 











Loop 


Arch Herzoff back with a Sioux 
City tan. 

Nick Boila producing a fan dance 
unit headed by Rosalie. 

Thornton Wilder going to Hawaii 
for some lecturing at the U. 

Cullen Espy in from St. Louis 
over.talent for the Ambassador. 

Joe Howard singing the songs he 
wrote for the Colisimo customers. 

Ralph Kettering readying a 
black-and-tan show for the lLllinois. 

Lew M. Goldberg back in vaude 
field, with office in the Butler build- 
ing. 

Nate Blumberg and frau around 
apt. shopping, getting settled in 
town. 

Harold Franklin showing the son 
around the Fair and the nite club 
spots. 

Bill Pine in town for some spe- 
cial plugging for ‘Too Much Har- 
mony’ for Par. 

Fay Silverman, secretary of the 
Wm. Morris agency, getting the 
treousseau set. 

Jack Osterman always tops ex- 
hibs by telling them about the time 
he ran a theatre. 

Annabelle Morganstern of Allied 
has been Mrs. Topper for more than 
two months now. 

Jules Greengard of restaurant his- 
tory in the loop opening a new spot 
for the show trade. 

Jack Kapp visited with the fam- 
ily for 20 minutes while changing 
planes for the coast. 

J. D. Gortatowsky taking a peek 
at the town with his wife while on 
the way to the coast. 

In the rizty 333 Michigan Boule- 
vard building there’s Macaroni and 
Noodle Manufacturers Club 

Sam Howard's daughter, Kath- 
leen Howard, has shifted over from 
the 225 Club to the Palace for four 
weeks 








Olsen and Johnson sending up 


new paper around town on ‘Take a 
Chance,’ exploiting the gals and the 
‘ow admission. 

Allen Summers here organizing 
for the Moose, and in his first week 
corralled Ole Olsen, Chick Johnson 
and George Jessel. 

Phil R. Davis has his play, ‘Above 
His Strivings,’ going the rounds and 
is now readying a new one, ‘Plunder 
Bund,’ a Chicago expose. 

Harlow Wilcox’s voice the most 
familiar on the World's Fair 
grounds due to industrial recordings 
he made for various exhibits. 


~ Cleveland ‘ 


By Glenn C. Pullen 


Al Gregg, p. a. RKO Palace, ill 
in hospital. 


Harry Proper out of 
opening own nitery. 


Bert Todd, ex-burlesk man, now 
managing Roxy film-grinder. 

Play House, town’s ace repertory 
theatre, opening season Sept. 30. 


No legit shows in sight until early 
October, but Harland Fend is plot- 
ting stock company. 

George Williams back in town to 
open new Chez Paree cafe with 
Ernie Young’s revue. 


Sheila Barrett, stage mimic, stop- 
ping off at ritzy Mounds Club be- 
fore hopping to Hollywood. 

Frank Orsino burned promoters 
of filmed ‘Maedchen’ by staging 
play only week before pix’s run. 

Rubb.: Goldberger has built new 
dance ; om for his Patent Leather 
Club, now biggest nitery in town. 

Emerson Gill taking first vacation 
in three years in Bermuda before 
going to Book-Cadillac in Detroit 
Sept. 27. : 

Herbert Elwell, music crick for 
‘Plain Dealer,’ back from Minne- 
apolis vacation that was spoiled by 
appen.,. op. 

‘Maedchen in Uniform,’ postponed 
since spring, being finally booked 
into legit Hanna Sept. 23 by Har- 
land Fend. 

Refusal of city officials to okay 
permits for three old theatres is 
holding up all plans of three burlesk 
promoters. 

Operators of pix houses, down- 
town and in suburbs, report a phe- 
nomenal jump in b. o. grosses in the 
last month. 

San Carlo opera under Rodney 
Sutton’s p. a.-ing drew more news- 
paper publicity than Met opera 
usually does. 

Val Emmaline, better known as 
‘Broadway Billie,’ opening a Bally- 
hoo Club backed by a mysterious 
femme angel. 

Tom McMahon, the ‘Newcastle 
Wildcat,’ who kayoed Jack Johnson 
and Jess Willard in his prime, now 
bartending at Selznick’s nitery. 

Henry Sanson, orchestra leader at 
Rainbow Gardens, suing for divorce, 
charging wife cussed and stayed out 
late. Separated since May, 1931. 

Ohio Dancing Teachers’ conven- 
tion here, trying to close private 
home-studios and hiking prices to 
75-cents minimum per dance lesson. 

Reason Arthur Clamage of De- 
troit is so hot about getting burly 
spot here is because he and Warren 
Irons were eased out of a house 
years ago, 

Herman Pirchner, whose Alpine 
Club is one of town’s biggest clicks, 
boasts he cleaned up 75 grand when 
he sold his interest in New York 
brewery and cafe. 

Bill Watson either flies or en- 
trains to New York at least every 
other week to decide on bookings 
for his indie house, although Wil- 
liam Morris agency handles all his 
acts. 


Idlewild, 


Stroudsburg 


By John J. Bartholomew 





Queena Mario left Buck Hill for 
Europe. 

Casanova club has Joe Ricca and 
his band. 

Emerson Gill’s band with Marion 
Mann one-nighting. 

Peacock Cafe features Greg Size’s 
ork with Ted Simmons. 

Roselyn Casino, Elmhurst, opened 
with Evans’ Night Hawks. 

Belton’s 18 Colored Syncopators 
entertained at Chapman Lake. 

Jack Kuentz and his Hotel Pitts- 
burgher band one-nighted at New- 
ton Lake. 

Bill Kiefer and his Alverian ork 
succeed MacDonough’s band at 
Pocono Summit Inn. 

sob McCleister’s Criterion played 
for the Midnight Sun’s Monte Carlo 
night at Glen Brook. 

Russen Sisters with Pinkie Han- 
ish and Jimmy Reilly’s band play-, 
ing at Fieldstone Inn. 

Ted Kramer, Ann Crews and 
Sunny Marston with Moe Schwartz 
and Harmony Boys at the new 
Chateau, 

Alice Butler and Esther Martin, 
dancing in the Kresge floor show, 
signed for Ned Wayburn’s new 


<= == 


Pittsburgh : 


By Hal Cohen 





Oscar Levant in town visi 
family and still monologing ir” ht 

Mo Glanz, the agent, back on 
job after 10 weeks in Atlantic Cit 
R gy Ms after a summer 4 

ttle theatre work, back 
York, : 7 New 

Alfred Head in town beati j 
drums for Gene O'Neill's 
Wilderness.’ _ 

Kenny Kenfield off for Oil City, 
Pa., to take over a house for the 
Harris interests. 

Harriet Petit, Harry Kalmine'g 
secretary, off to New York for the 
Warner Club convention. 

Rae Russell, local dancer now 
featured at the Variety, became ola 
enough to vote last week. 

Jackie Heller leaving Ben Bernie 
for a week only to play the Ambage 
sador in St. Louis as a single. 

His brother WB district managerg 
tossed a little dinner for resigning 
Jimmy Balmer and a wrist watch. 

Edith King, following closing og 
short-lived ‘Going Gay,’ -arouné 
visiting friends. Used to bea stock 
fav here. 

Ken Coffman, formerly on WB art 
staff, to St. Louis for Skouras crowd 
under George Tyson, his ex-eme 
ployer here. 

Fred (Falls) Binder is an Italian 
but he looks more like a Yiddish 
comedian than Yiddish comediang 
themselves do. 

Arthur Low, former treasurer at 
the New Amsterdam and Liberty in 
New York, new box-office chief at 
Nixon. Tom Clarke his assistant. 
Ruth Robin went away prizing 
Babe Daniels’ and Ben Lyon’s mes- 
sage telling her how much they ens 
joyed her singing at Urban Room. 
Harry Kalmine recalling that he 
played Mae West in a seven-person 
act at the Keith in Orange, N. Y,, 
— five years ago at $250 for the 
urn, 


_— oO 


Boston 


By Len Libbey 





Charlie Koerner of RKO chalks 
up the Mort Downey record at Bos- 
ton. 

John Luce, vet publiciteer, figures 
as grand opera news mill for Sal- 
maggei. 

Jack Granara, Loew exploiteer, off 
to New Hampshire hills for his 
vacash, 

Ben Gilbert, formerly of Publix, 
stepped up to house manager at 
Majestic. 

Dennie Shea reporting by post- 
card from his tour with the Boston 
Braves footballers, 

Ray Bolger becoming 
matinee idol for the 
hunters at the Boston. 
Bert McKenzie due soon ahead of 
film, ‘Dinner at Eight,’ tentatively 
booked for Majestic Oct. 2. 

Harry A. Kaufman of the film dis- 
trict returning a gift hat because he 
says he prefers to go hatless. 

Al Duffy, who was expected to 
go on road, assigned pro tem to 
remain here as press agent for the 
Shubert houses. 

Floyd Bell, finishing a five weeks’ 
job for Brockton Fair, is imme- 
diately stepped into handling ‘Dame 
aged Lives,’ and staging three-day 
Senge that had the town talk- 
ng. 

Bill Harrigan getting great wel- 
come, and then going on the air 
and entertaining with picture and 
stage talk, and especially singing 
songs his dad made famous in Har- 
rigan and Hart days. 


~ Memphis 


By Walter D. Botto 


a sort of 
autograph 





Gene Austin played a two-day en- 
gagement at Strand Theatre—to 


capacity. 

Bob Marks back from his two 
weeks’ vacation in Chicago and 
New York. 


Bernard Thomas visited the old 
home town Nashville during his 
two-weeks tour. 

The Silver Slipper survives all the, 
cabaret shows here—only one con- 
tinuously open. 

Howard Waugh put on extra bigs 
advance advertising campaign for 
‘Goodbye, Again’ at Warners. 

Col. Cecil Vogel is now a bachelor 
pro-tem; the madam left for a 4- 
weeks tour of the big open spaces. 
Lloyd Huntley and his Isle O° 
Blues orchestra now playing an 8 
weeks engagement on Peabody Roof 
Garden. 

Rosemary theatre — after three 
weeks of vaudeville threw up the 


sponge and quit vaudeville. Straight 
pictures now. 
Strike and picketing of Strand 


and Princess Theatre’s two houses, 
handled by M. A. Lightman, now 
entering its sixth week. 

Orpheum theatre lessees having 4 
hard time in getting the house open 
No pictures to be had—-Loews and 
Warners have them all tied up. 
Donald Kirke, former leading mon 
of several stock companies, is now 
representing Cooks Brewery Co. 0! 
Evansville, Ind., in this territory 
Fred Suzore—operating the Suzore 
Theatres No. 1 and 2 neighborhood 
houses—presenting 5 acts of vaude 
ville and pictures. He makes it pay 
in the outlying districts, but they 
can't do it) downtown in the be 








Marilyn Miller show ? 


houses 
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| Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 








Isa Kremer coming for concert 
gept. 27. 

Ben Fish, United Artists’ district 
manager, in town. 

Women barkers on State Fair 
midway an innovation here. 

Annual radio and electric show 
at auditorium Sept. 25 to 29. 

Lyric (Publix), loop first runs, 
playing UP its shorts heavily. 

Orpheum back to Friday open- 
ings, same as opposition State. 

Pantages refused admission to 
kiddies when playing — Begins. 

z, Fox salesman, re- 

ay iliness and back on 


b. 

cue Gill, Pantages’ manager, 
a one-day visit to Rochester, 
inn. 


with local RKO 


ine ears 
Atter nine 2 Gladys Huizel 


has retired. 

H. P. Brunet, Columbia super- 
viser of exchanges from New York, 
a local visitor. 

Fay Tyler, 
Lyceum press agent, 
Opera publicity. 

“‘Tugboat Annie’ and ‘Stranger’s 
Return’ two of best grossers in ter- 
ritory currently. 

Jack Paige, former Bainbridge 
stock leading man at Shubert, now 
in advertising game. - iia 

hn Dilson back from New for 
where he lined up dramatic stock 
company for Shubert. ain 

x exchange here plunging vig- 
onan into Sydney R. Kent drive 
which started this saa a 

Billy Gould, veteran Unit r- 
tists’ aleamats has resigned, with 
no successor appointed yet. 

Century theatre to celebrate 
fourth anniversary of house under 
that name week of Sept. 28. 

Women admitted free to wres- 
tling matches here when accom- 
panied by paid male customer. 

Lyceum, 2,300-seat independent 

house, canopy changed to read 
‘open in September,’ instead of ‘Au- 
gust.’ 

Minneapolis Symphony orchestra 
to open season Oct. 28. If neces- 
sary guarantee funds are to be 
raised. 

Mort Singer finally pays belated 
visit here to look over his recently 
acquired Orpheum and decide on 
policy. 

‘Maedchen in Uniform,’ at World, 
advertised as ‘only 6-A picture in 
town’ and ‘original unexpurgated 
version.’ ° 

Eph Rosen, Paramount salesman, 
in harness again after recuperating 
from injuries sustained in automo- 
bile accident. 

Mrs. William Koenig, former 
Minneapolitan and wife of Warner 
Brothers’ production manager at 
Hollywood, here on visit. 

University of Minnesota theatre 
to present two brand new plays by 
Twin City playwrights, ‘God by 
Proxy’ and ‘Joan of Arkansas.’ 

With most exchanges now having 
plenty of prints of new season 
product, threatened danger of film 
shortage here has been eliminated. 

W. A. Kupper and Clyde Eckhart, 
Fox western division sales man- 
ager and district manager, respec- 
tively, here to close Publix circuit 
deal. 

Julie Madison, theatre, radio and 
night club singer here, local winner 
in Paramount’s ‘Search for Beauty’ 
contest and will receive Hollywood 
screen test. 

Three Twin City movie theatres 
now permit smoking. Two are Pub- 
lix houses, the neighborhood Lor- 
ing here and loop Tower, St. Paul, 
where it’s allowed in the balcony. 
Other is sure-seater World here, 
re loge sitters have the priv- 

ege. 


former Publix and 
handling Civic 





Cincinnati 
By Joe Kolling 


E. V. Dinerman driving his own. 


Tom Holzberg plugging Bibo-Lang 
tunes. 


Erwin Bock up in RKO ranks as 
Grand mer. 


Tom Holzberg plugging 

ng tunes. 

C. Harry Schreiber is Capitol mgr. 
With Jack Tiernan assisting. 

Castle Farm had $1.25 couvert for 
three-night - igagement of Duke EI- 
lington, 

Harry M. Forwood subbed as 
‘Post’ crick while Frank Aston 
vacashed, 

Nat Holt, Jr., following in dad's 
tracks by staging animal and magic 
shows for playmates, 

Joe Goetz ballyed Paramount's 
Second anniversary by partying 
Patrons with ice cream, cake and 
flowers, 

, Ork leaders paying musicians off 
- local’s office to avert scale chisel- 

&. 
piteion set 350 plates for Wiley 
sone luncheon at Netherland Plaza, 

ut there were only 61 diners at 
$1.50 per head. 

Nelson G. Trowbridge devoted va- 
cash to bridge study, which he’s 


Bito- 


et 


continuing while waiting 
Shubert’s legit season. 

Billy Bryant closing his show boat 
season here with ‘East Lynne’ and 
preparing to present troupe in indie 
legit houses and chain pic theatres 
through Ohio and nearby states un- 
til spring. 


Management of Reds saved a few 
dollars by calling off final home 
game of season with the Giants: 
revenue from handful of fans that 
showed up for scheduled contest 
wouldn't pay cost of balls, let alone 
expense of ticket sellers and takers. 


Oakland 


By Wood Soanes 


start of 








Tom Kelly to N. Y. via canal. 


Spencer Tracy and Loretta 
Young, vacationing at Del Monte, 
admit to inquiring reporter that 
they are that way about each other. 


Forum, swagger Oakland social 
club having acted as sponsor for 
numerous artistic events, plans to 
dip into the little theatre field. 
Everett Glass will be the stage di- 
rector. 


Don Wilding, director of U. C. 
Experimental theatre, secured ar- 
rest of two men whom he claimed 
‘kidnaped’ him to a hotel room and 
forced him to sign promise to pay 
$100 on threat of ‘expose.’ 


Premier theatre again threaten- 
ing to reopen—this time as a 
straight picture house. Theatre is 
the city’s champion in-and-outer 
with everything but a flea circus as 
attractions during the last year or 
two. 

Berkeley Playhouse, nearly de- 
funct since it lost its home in an 
abandoned Berkeley church, is re- 
viving this year under co-direction 
of Alice Brainerd, as business man- 
ager, and Frank Ferguson, as di- 
rector. 


The Roxie, stopped by injunction 
from showing ‘The Gold Diggers of 
1933’ traded with West Coast re- 
ceiving ‘Voltaire’ instead and fol- 
lowed Paramount run of ‘Gold Dig- 
gers,’ after a week, with the dis- 
puted musical. 


San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 








Nelson Case’s frau back from her 
ole Virginny home. 

Peter B. Kyne’s back at his Un- 
derwood after that op. 

Mike Newman here, bubbling over 
with ‘Lady For a Day.’ 

Martha Taylor out of NBC's traf- 
fic dept. with a skittish heart. 

Marjorie Briggs, Betty Noyes and 
Dorothy Hill new fem trio with Fio 
Rito. 

Bob Hall, ‘Call-Bull’ radio spieler, 
and Anne Parrish married last 
week. 

Merian C. Cooper and wife, Doro- 
thy Jordan, hiding out at Burlin- 
game, 

Mebbe $2 opening for ‘Bowery’ at 
United Artists middle of next 
month, 

Lou Newcomb, out of Frisco for 
some time, back as manager of the 
Davies. 

Benny Rubin has taken an apart- 
ment in Oakland to be near his new 
beer garden. 

Late Jacob Gottlob’s estate left to 
his widow, including his interest in 
the Columbia. 

Richard Bennett scrammed for 
Hollywood after resting at his Los 
Gatos ranch. 

Louise Landis is thumbs down on 
ham sandwiches after taking pub- 
licity pix at a hog ranch. 

Felton Kaufman, shoe man, and 
Jerry Hurst, lawyer man, submit- 
ting tunes to Paramount. 

Just to prove he has a bad cold 
Bob Allen’s carrying a bottle of 
cough medicine around with him. 

Three weeks of real estate and 
Dave Richard’s back in show biz, 
this time managing UC, Berkeley. 

Outside of the Warfield, Mark 
Hopkins and MJB program Anson 
Weeks not doing a thing this week. 

Tom Hutchinson working on 
Wheatena’s radio show resuming 
next week with Harold Peary again 
cast. ; 

Sydney Dixon is reducing and 
claims he won't be satisfied until 
he’s down to Harry Bechtel’s ton- 

e, 
 nastte Leonard back after a few 
days in LA getting the UA theatre 
publicity started. Returns there 
next week. . 

Walt Roesner’s massaging his 
baton arm daily, ready to open at 
the Warfield the 29th, week after 
Tex Guinan. 

Jane Burns, 

y ief hostess 
Ruth "Wostente. Mintha Shelton 
left, too, succeeded by Haze! Mc- 


Kinnon, _ 
Before he left for two weeks at 


ex-vaude warbler 
at NBC, after 





Catalina Meredith Willson vowed 





he’d return with a beard. 


TEMES SQUARE 














New Haven 


Harold M. Bone 





Car! Lohman into Murray's 


Colonnade, 

Edgewood Players getting set for 
12th season, 

Looks like Dave Eldridge will be 
back at Shubert. 

A banged up knee has Andy Sette 
doing a goosestep. 

‘Journal-Courier’ film crick faced 
after three reviews. 

R. J. Freedman takes a step up as 
asst. mgr. at College. 

‘Tugboat Annie’ prompts record 
news adv. space by nabes. 

Carmela Ponselle due here in 
‘Aida’ at Arena Sun. (24th). 

Dag Lee again teams up with 
Woolsey Hall concert series. 

Frank Lovecchio, marathon dancer, 
drew $35 fines in auto mixup. 

Roger Sherman gets eke results 
on shift to Wed. nite openings. 

Helen Malone leaves for Spring- 
field, Ohio, for Civic Theatre post 
there, 

Jimmie Mahon is doubling be- 
tween Par theatre and Par exchange 
adv. dept. 

The new job has Adelmo Vanni 
covering more ground than Ring- 
ling’s tent. 

eee spent the summer 
operating S amusement spot at 
Lake Waramaug. vi 

In-and-out vaude at Par leaves 
stage and pit crews pounding the 
pavements again, 

With Vernon Reaver at Palace 
and E. Robt. Burns at College, local 
managerial map takes on new face. 


Philadelphia 


Europa, small house devoted to 
arty and foreign pictures, reopened 
With ‘Savage Gold.’ 

Annual fall row with musicians’ 
union On one side and managers on 
other is on. Garrick and Walnut 
on firing line. 

Keith’s reopening Sept. 21 with 
straight pix policy using second- 
run Fox product. Sablosky & Mc- 
Guirk managing. 

Many rumors heard concerning 
Locust, owned by Al Boyd, who also 
has Fox. Leceit report all wet, but 
may be a roadshow film house. 

Mastbaum may get light opera 
season to follow up three weeks of 
grand opera recently completed. 
Musical stock also reported for 
Shubert. 

Tommy Labrum, legit p.a., back 
from trip around the world. Will 
be,associated with Sam Nirdlinger 
in latter’s new capacity as head of 
Broad as indie house. 

Feminine influence in legit thea- 
tre quite pronounced with Ella 
Waters and Katharine McCarron as 
directors of the new Walnut outfit 
and Mrs, Albert Wolf managing the 
Garrick. 

Ray Henderson (McClintic office), 
Bill Fields (Laurence Rivers), For- 
rest Crosman (Carroll), John Peter 
Tochey (Sam Harris), and Dave 
Wallace (Pauline Lord), legit p.a’s 
as so far noted here. 

Opening of ‘As Thousands Cheer’ 
had quite a few celebs in audience. 
Al Jolson, John Charles Thomas, 
George Kaufman and Lou Holtz 
noticed and Libby Holman an- 
nounced as there, but nobody seemed 
to see her. 

William Dougherty (Doc), for- 
merly press rep at the Walnut and 
now manager of profitable Bell-in- 
Hand restaurant, to be in his ac- 
customed spot on Walnut door when 
that house re-lights Monday after 
being dark two years. 


Canton 


By Rex McConnell 














Duke Ellington and _ orchestra 
playing one-niters through Ohio. 

Fred Hurley, producer of musica! 
tabs, negotiating for old Grand 
opera house here. 

Joe Sheehan and band continues 
week ends at Springfield Lake Park 
pavillion, near Akron. 

Jack Miles’ orchestra attracts only 
fair-sized crowd at fall opening 
East Market Gardens. 

Williams’ band, with Kay Donna, 
soloist, hangs up new attendance 
records at Chippewa Lake. 

Hughie Shea’s band, out at Silver 
Gardens, now playing ballroom en- 
gagements in this territory. Silver 
Gardens inaugurating the fall sea- 
son with Ted Mack’s band and 
company of entertainers. 

Dick Snyder and his Detroiters, 
after several weeks at Michigan re- 
sorts, returns to Ohio for fall ball- 
room engagements. 

Rilly FEarhardt’s ‘Sparklets of 
1933’ concludes several weeks’ en- 


vagement at Geauga Lake Park, at| 
| Geauga Lake, Ohio. | 
George Williams winds up eum- | 


mer season at Chippewa Lake Park 
and takes his band intc 
for all-winter night club job. 

Harry Smith, Buffalo booker and 


Cleveland | 





former theatre m joins Fred 
Hall Productions here and is rout- 
ing his first revue, titled 
and Music.’ 


inager 


Singer's dusky syncopators at Sem- 
ler’'s Tavern, near Akron. Georga 
Gould stays on as 
and entertainer. 
Billy Foster, formerly musical di- 
rector with ‘Curley Burns’ show, 
will serve in like capacity for Fred 
Hall’s new revue, ‘Words and 
Music,’ due to take the road soon. 


St. Louis 


Al Trahan here for week at Fox. 

Larry Rich, muny opera come- 
dian, takes over m. c. job in local 
night club. 

Midtown theatre, stock house for 
years, to be opened as second run 
movie house showing Metro prod- 
uct. 

Frank McGrann first traveling 
legit p. a. in town this season. Fox 
‘Crazy Quilt of 1933,’ scheduled for 
Ambassador. 

Bill Bentley, Ambassador artist 
and former press agent, in hospital 
recovering from concussion of brain 
suffered when street car hit him. 

Arthur Casey departs after fail- 
ing to negotiate lease for Orpheum 
for season of stock. Insufficient 
backing, -house owners say. He 
may be back. 

American, St. Louis’ sole remain- 
ing legitimate house, to open first 
week in October with road show 
engagement of picture, ‘Dinner at 
Bight.’ No bookings after that. 

Joe Winters has at last been re- 
warded for his long years of ser- 
vice as concertmaster in theatre or- 
chestra here. Joe fiddled in the 
very first band that played in a 
local movie and he’s been in one 
ever since. Now Harry Koplar has 
made him director of the 25 musi- 
cians who play at the St. Louis. 


Hartford 


By M. H. Hammer 














Dick Dorman takes a trip to Bos- 


ton. 
The way it is spelled—C. J. Bren- 


nan. 

Bond Hotel Tap Room gets the 
crowds. 

State Commission closing beer 
taverns for violations. 

Talk of stock returning to the 
now closed Palace theatre. 

Most of the 3.2 spots running in 
orchestras for the same ‘jitney’ a 
drink. 

Hobart Bosworth makes personal 
appearance with ‘Lady for Day’ at 
Loew's theatres. 

Barney Grogan announces his 
forthcoming marriage to Mary Cal- 
lahan cof New Britain. . 

Edward Karpinski says his wife 
gave birth to a bouncing baby 
daughter and not a boy. 

Nat Greenwood’s design for 
Hartford N.R.A. Parade float for 
local] theatres won first prize. 

Rena Garrity, Harry Hoff and 
Joe Hennessey gather in the War- 
ner office to discuss the latest scan- 
dals. 

Columbia Opera Company to 
stage opera at the State theatre 
with a top of $1 and a low of 25 


Phoenix 


By Robert J. Rhodes 








Joan Huddleson, Phoenix dancer, 
has been given a part in films. 

Murphy Comedians will be back 
in Phoenix sometime this winter. 

Lawrence Weaver, former man- 
ager of Rialto here, now in Tucson. 





Bill Turnbow, capitol reporter 
for the ‘Gazette,’ back from his 
vacash. 


Helen Wynn flew back to New 
York last week after visiting her 
parents here. 

Harold Stetson, one of the Stet- 


son Brothers, has returned from 
vacash in Iowa and is now in 
Nogales, Son. looking after El 


Teatro Obregen. 

Albert Stetson is arranging for 
the opening of his new house, the 
Studio, in Prescott. His brothers, 
Milt and Harry Arthur and C. A. 
Caballero are interested in the new 
venture. 

Larry Blair, staff artist at Fox 
and the only employee who was 
with the theatre whea it opened 
slightly more than two years ago, 
going in for himself as commercial 
artist Oct. 1. 

Art Pickett, of Orpheum and 
Rialto theatre, is head of a com- 
|} mittee to handle the national ad- 
| vertising of Phoenix. About $13,- 
| 000 will be spent in this year’s cam- 
| paign. Money appropriated by city 
jand county. 

Leonard Cowley, Phoenir real es- 
has received 





operator, 


from 


time ago was at Saranac. 

Mames aroused the former’s curi-/d 
; Osity to the point where he wrote | 
the showman 


‘Words | 


Al Waldon’s band replaces Troy | 


' 
featured singer | 


a letter | 
Leonard Cowley, who a short } vis 
Same | nei 
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| Spokane 
By Ray Budwin 
abettapetes 
Jockey » is syx $ 0 
for new $ f 
f he M iis 2 = 
Stat t)} 2 ‘ he 
Evergreen chain |! : g 
Fox, Orpheum and Libert; 
Phil Sheridan has taken a seae 
son's lease on the T rt n 
| Will redecorate and nge r 
nightly floor show. 
Majestic has added Chris Erwin’s 
burlesque to its pix programs. 
Show doing well with flesh only at 


the Orpheum four days a week as 
competition. 

Dessert hotel opening the Rath- 
skeller, bar and grill. Preview for 
the press gave the room a formal 
and elaborate opening. Vic Des- 
sert staged the party. 

H. W. (Nick) Pierong, formerly 
manager of the Pan and Orpheum 
theatres, leaving for Olympia for a 
state road job. Has been identified 
with state hichway dept. since 
leaving the theatre. 

Fox theatre tied in with Daven- 
port hotel on second birthday an- 
niversary. Did a sellout in Italian 
Gardens and drew the crowd by 
making a news clip. Pix will show 
next week at the theatre. 

Jess and Hayden Mann, formerly 
at the Davenport hotel, have re- 
turned to the city after six years in 
vaudeville and night spots in Cali- 
fornia. Have talan a contract for 
their orchestra at the Garden ball- 


Denver 


Earl Kays’ orchestra moves té 
Rainbow ballroom. 


Denham theatre 
three times a week. 

R. Hildreth, division auditor for 
Fox exchanges, spent several days 
here. 

Roy Churchill has quit the union 
and is now playing the organ at 
the Oriental. 

Frank Sheffield had a close call 
when his car sideswiped a truck 
parked on a bridge. $200 damage. 

Mike Smith, booker for U. 8S. 
Army post theatre, in town and 
busy booking dates for the soldier 
boys. 

Cc. L. ‘Poss’ Parsons, sports edi- 
tor, the Post, making his tenth ane 
nual flying tour of the Rocky Moun- 
tain conference colleges, getting 
dope on the football situation. 

Peter J. Berkeley, local photoge 
rapher, flew to Hollywood to take 
a large number of stills in the MGM 
studios. He photographed stars and 
beauty contest winners. Instead of 
giving up his business here to lo- 
cate on the coast, Berkeley will fly 
there frequently at the request of 
MGM. 

The following out-of-town exhibs 
seen on the row: Dave Ashman, 
Idaho Springs, Colo.; Tom Vilnave, 
Buffaio, Wyo.; S. L. Hessbeck, 
Chappell, Neb.; J. F. Carper, La- 
fayette, Colo.; S. G. Biella, Louis- 
ville, Colo.; C. W. Kelly, Greely, 
Colo.; C. P. Graves, Boulder, Cole., 
and E. K. Menagh, Ft. Lupton, Colo. 


Rochester 


By Don Record 








broadcasting 








Russ Kahn to lead RKO Palace 
orchestra, 

Florence Colebrook Powers opens 
candy shop. 

Billy Hallen is m. c. with the 
Liberty Boys. 

Slager Post Band wins Legion 
state championship. 

Fifty singers given auditions for 
roles in Civic Music Ass'n produce 
tion, 

Norman H. Brinsley is back in 
town, joining Hav Nash's theatre 
advertising service. 

Robert Stevens, director of Com- 
munity Players, back from Euroe- 
pean trip to open season. 

Park Zoo is so popular that Supt. 
Patrick J. Slavin plane to double 
present size when finances permit. 

Stanley Fenyvessy gives lecture 
on his Jamboree Boy Scout trip as 
stage single at the Family, one of 
his father’s houses. 

Philip Van Tassell, Inez Quinn 
and Gordon Selwood are soloists 
with Victor Wagner's orchestra on 
Genesee Brewing Co. radio hour. 

Paul White composed pieces for 
his three small daughters and 
played them over the radio as guest 
conductor for the Stromberg-Carle 
son hour. 

Manager Jay Golden of the RKO 


Palace introduced Morton Downey 
and the new vaude policy at a 
breakfast for city officials and 


newspaper men at The Sagamore. 
The ‘Journal’ ran a series of phoe 





tegraphic strips posed by Mrs. Cleon 
Lewis, Clete Lochner, Walter Fol- 
mer and Grege Swarthout in cone 
nection with showing at the Palace 
f ‘Lady for a Day.’ 

Gangler ros. animal circus pro- 

les stage show at the Liberty in 
néighbs’ move for flesh to combat 

whtown fF s Carr & Dawn 
ut on vaude t at the Arnett, 


blers at the State. 
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MARTIN HERMAN 
Martin Herman, 60, prominent. in 
legit show business for 30 years, 
died in New York of heart failure 


Sept. 15. He had apparently been 
in the best of health the previous 
day. 

He was a brother of Al. H. 


Woods, and became associated with 
him in 1905 as producer and gen- 
eral manager. Woods attained fame 
as a manager, Herman eluding the 
limelight but as a team they were 


highly prosperous until the road 
tours were no longer profitable. 
A few of th: stars who have ap- 


peared under their management are 
John and Lionel Barrymore, Dustin 
Farnum, Claudette Colbert, Ann 
Harding, Katharine Cornell, the late 
Barney Bernard, the late Louis 
Mann, and Florence Reed. No one 
Broadway producer developed as 
much talent for Hollywood as did 
the Woods office. Its walls are 
studded with noted professional 
faces, any number of players who 
were virutally unknown until com- 


in grateful appreciation of 
the many thoughtful ex- 
pressions of sympathy and 
condolence received from our 
friends in the profession fol- 
lowing the death of my 


father, Samuel Elkeles. 


PERCY ELKELES 





ing under Woods’ management. Not 
only did Woods and Herman de- 
velop talent but they encouraged 
authors. After a long list of melo- 
dramas they were just as success- 
ful with farces, such as ‘Getting 
Gertie’s Garter,’ ‘Up in Mabel’s 
Room.’ In addition were the then 
noted dialect ‘Potash and Perlmut- 
ter’ comedies. 


Albert Herman was of the three 
way combination Sullivan, Con- 
sidine and Woods, he assuming the 
latter name. Sam H. Harris was 
also in the combination when melo- 
drama was native to the Bowery. 
When Woods wen on his own, 
‘Marty’ Herman, joined with him. 
In the early days they produced 
such thrillers as ‘Queen of the 
White Slaves,’ ‘Secret Service Man,’ 
‘Chinatown Charlie,’ ‘The Great 
Express Robbery.’ In their prime 
they presented such highly polished 
mellers as ‘The Shanghai Gesture,’ 
‘The Green Hat,’ and ‘The Trial of 
Mary Dugan,’ latter probably their 
most profitable venture. During the 
war came the noted ‘Friendly En- 
emies’ and the line of bedroom 
farces. 


The prolific Owen Davis supplied 
most of the melodramas for the 
Woods office, which produced more 
than 300 attractions. As many as 
six companies of a Woods Broad- 
way success toured simultaneously. 
It was Herman who attended to the 
vast detail involved, the book- 
ings, actors contracts, engaging of 
the many people connected with the 
shows, contracting for scenery and 
costumes and always driving a bar- 
gain in which his keen mind kept 
the upper hand. While theatre- 
goers did not know him, hordes of 
actors came in frequent contact 
with Herman and all showmen re- 
spected his ability. 


Among newspaper men ‘Marty’ 


Herman was one of the best liked } 


men on Broadway. With them he 
was always liberal and he was a 
news source that kept reporters in 
the dramatic departments dropping 
into his office continuously. He 
could be rough and often was but 
the ‘boys’ came back for more. His 
sense of humor was unfailing, one 
side of his characizr that kept him 
a bachelor. 

When he failed to appear at his 
office last Thursday (15) his secre- 
tary telephuned the Alrae apart- 
ments on East 67th street, the 
manager entering and finding him 
lifeless. His friend, Dr. Philip W. 
Grausman, Was summoned and 
said that Herman passed away of 
heart failure while asleep. 

Funeral services were conducted 
Sunday (17) at the Riverside 
Memorial Chapel which was 
jammed with the most representa- 
tive théatrical gathering in years. 
There were eulogies by Rabbi Dr. 
Stephen Wise and Loney Haskell, 
latter acting for the Jewish The- 
atrical Guild. Remains were taken 
to Fresh Pond for cremation, fol- 
lowing his wish expressed to Dr. 
Grausman. 

Among the honorary pallbearers 
were George M, Cohan, Malcolm 


Sumner, Arch Selwyn, Morris Gest, 
Sam Forrest, Walter Moore, Rich- 
ard Herndon, W. D. Weinberger, 
Arthur sfovkius, Leo Donnelly, P. 
H. Sullivan, Jr., and Jack Pulaski. 
WALLY HELSTON 

Wally Helston (Walter Ellis), 
60, died suddenly of a heart at- 
tack Sept. 1 in the Casino theatre 
at Wildwood, N. J. He came from 
England in 1892 and worked with 
his sister Kitty, known as ‘The 
Helstons, English Top Boot Danc- 
ers.’ Later on he worked with his 
other sisters, Gussie and Dolly, 
known as ‘The Helston Trio.’ In 
later years he and his wife were 
known as ‘Wally and Lottie Hel- 
ston.’ For the past twelve years he 
has been manager for Hunt’s The- 
atres in Wildwood, N. J. 

Survived by his widow, Lottie; 
one sister and two brothers. He 
was a Shriner, an Elk and mem- 
ber of the Knights of Pythias. 

Funeral services were held in 
Wildwood and interment in Green- 
wood Cemetery, Philadelphia, Pa. 








DUDLEY S. HUMPHREY 
Dudley S. Humphrey, 81, former- 
ly of Akron, widely known in the 
amusement field in Ohio and the 
midwest, died Thursday, September 
7, at his home in Cleveland. He, 
had been ill all summer. 

He was the founder of Euclid 
Beach Park, in Cleveland, one of 


the largest midwest amusement 
centers. With $14 borrowed from a 
cousin he. started selling. pop 


corn, a business which eventually 
brought him the title of ‘pop corn 


king.’ 
He was past president of the 
National Association of Amuse- 


ment Parks of America. 
Burial in Highland Park cem- 
etery, Cleveland. 





A. LEO FLYNN 
A. Leo Flynn, 53, who has been 
business manager for James K. 
Hackett, Otis Skinner and others, 
died in Brentwood, N. J., Sept. 15. 
His body was found in the woods 
near his home after he failed to 
return home from a walk. Autopsy 
revealed an acute kidney ailment 
aggravated. by exposure. 
His last activity was as manager 
of ‘The Vagabond King’ about 
three years ago. Since then he has 
been living with his wife at the 
home of a former employe. His 
widow survives. 
He was a member of the Players 
and of the Theatrical Press Repre- 
sentatives of America. 





FRANK X. BREYMAIER 
Frank X. Breymaier, who at one 
time or other had operated half a 
dozen Schenectady theatres, as 
well as two in Amsterdam, died in 
Schenectady, N. Y., recently fol- 
lowing a long illness. Deceased was 
widely known among. traveling 
show folks, having played all kinds 
of attractions at his houses. 

In recent years he had been most 
active in the picture theatre oper- 
ating field. 





JAMES L. BUTT 

James L. Butt, 50, newspaper 
man and legit manager, died of 
spinal meningitis at the University 
of California hospital, San Francis- 
co, Wednesday (13). 

He was on the Chicago ‘Daily 
News’ in the old Hecht-McArthur 
days, and later was staff corre- 
spondent for the sheet in Shanghai 
and Pekin. 

Returning to America, he press- 
agented and managed several shows. 





CHARLES POTQDAM 

Charles Potsdam, 58, died in New 
York Sept. 14, after an illness of five 
years, 

He was well known in managerial 
circles having handled the Ameri- 
can theatfe when under Loew con- 
trol and later officiating in a similar 
capacity at the Greeley Square. He 
was at the latter house when com- 
pelled by sickness to retire. 

Survived by his wife. 





LOUIS M. GLACKENS 
Louis M. Glackens, 67, died in 
New York Sept. 10. He was one of 
the first cartoonists to take up an- 
imation for the se 2en. 
Survived by his 
brother. 


father and 





ARTHUR ROPES 
Arthur Ropes, 73, who under the 
pen name of Adrian Ross wrote the 
lyries for ‘Merry Widow” and other 





ors 


Among his more important con- 
tributions wera the lyrics for ‘The 
Dollar Princess’, ‘Mons‘cur Beau- 
caire’, ‘Morocco Bo .nu’ "The 
Naughty Princess’ and ‘Lilac Tiine’. 
He found time in between ‘to wriie 
a number of books, ca efly 
torical 


his- 





ALFRED SUTRO 


Alfred Sutro, 
than 30 plays, 
Sept. 11. 

His last dramatic offering here 
was ‘John Gladye’s Honor,’ done in 
1928. His first hit was ‘The Walls 
of Jericho’ in 1904, but his first 
stage work was 10 years earlier 
when he aided George Meredith in 
adapting ‘The Egoist’ in 1894. 


70, author of more 
died in London 





LOU MAGNOLIA 


Lou Magnolia, 54, died Sept. 16, 
in the Rockaway Beach hospital, 
Queens. Death was caused by a 
cancerous condition of the throat. 

He was a_ widely known fight 
referee and trainer, and had been 
engaged for many of the big fights 
of recent years. 

Survived by his widow, two sons 
and a daughter. 





Following her husband by less 
than half a year, Mrs. Rose Mooser, 
widow of Samuel Mooser, passed 
away at her San Francisco home 
last Wednesday (13). She was 86. 
Mrs. Mooser was the mother of 
George Mooser, p.a. with MGM, and 
Hattie and Minnie Mooser, who op- 
erate a tea room in San Fran- 
cisco, 





Mother of Paul Le Vere, Reed and 
Le Vere, died at her son’s home in 
New York, Sept. 5. Interment in 
Calvary cemetery. 





Mother, 89, of David Warfield, 
died in San Francisco Sept. 18. Sur- 
vived by two sons and two daugh- 
ters. 





Father of Percy Elkeles died Sept. 
138 after a prolonged illness. 





Rates Going Up 





(Continued from page 31) 


on a quarter hour basis. WEEI 
operates on 1,000 watts and is 
owned by the Edison Electric Co. 
of that city. Boost here means that 
the cost of the 20 stations on ihe 
red network, of which WEEI is a 
member, goes from $5,230 to $5,380. 
Revised rate card gives WJR $500 
for the hour, $312 the half hour, 
and. $196 for 15 minutes. Detroit 
outlet, indie owned, was previously 
sold by the network at $340 an hour. 
This additional $160 will reflect it- 
self in the new level for the 17 out- 
lets that make up the blue link. 
Makes the new total cost $4,780. 


In the instances of WFAA- 
WBAP, WSB and WSM the nudge 
upward for each is from $190 to 
$300 on the hour. New half hour 
rate is $188 and for 15 minutes 
$118. Each of these outlets shoots 
50,000 watts, with the first part of 
the southwest supplementaries and 
the other two included in the south 
central group. 


NBC avers that this latest batch 
of rate revisions shouldn’t be 
treated as boosts. It prefers to 
have them regarded as adjustments. 
Practically all the old levels, it ex- 
plains, date back to 1927 and that 
it was time that changes were made 
for those stations where the differ- 
ences as to power increases over 
this period have been so marked as 
to be totally out of proportion to 
the network rates asked for them. 





CBS has also gone in for a rate 
boosting campaign. For a _ starter 
it’s putting into effect Oct. 15 a 
tilt on the asking price of four sta- 


tions which it either owns outright 
or holds a partnership interest. 
They are WABC, N. Y.; WCAU, 


Philly; WSJV, Washington, 
WCCO, Minneapolis. 

Changes have WABC going from 
$800 to $950 an hour in the evening, 
WCAU from $400 to $450, WSJV 
from $175 to $200 and WCCO from 
$300 to $350. Increases with regard 
to Philly, New York and Washing- 
ton will from Oct. 15 on make the 
cost of the 22 stations on the basic 
network $5,600. Cost here pre- 
viously had been $5,375. Under the 
rate card revision the northwest- 
ern group, of which Minneapolis is 
a member, shifts from a total cost 
of $935 to $985. 

In a letter sent clients advising 
them of the rate changes the net- 
work points out that the boosts, 


and 


averaging about 15%, are ‘out- 
weighed’ by the fact that these 
stations have had their power in- 





operettas, died in London Sep*. 11. 
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creased by an average of 500% 
since the old rate went into effect. 
During this time WABC had gone 
from 5,000 to 60,000 watts, WCAU 
from 10,000 to 50,000 watts, WSJV 
from 250 to 10,000 watts and WCCO 
from 5,000 to 50,000 watts. While in 
1929 the commercial, further ex- 
plains the network, paid at the rate 
of 59c per thousand radio homes 
within the measured listening areas 
of the Columbia basic network, the 
new unit cost, even with the in- 
crease, comes to 38c per thousand 
family sets. 


Ether Slants 


(Continued from page 36) 


ment over that Lahr-Bailey-Sims 
combo. On the subject of Lahr, the 
Thompson agency avers that the 
ungh-ungh-ungh comedian was 
more than adequate. They yo strict- 
ly by sales. They held up over the 
summer and if the C&S air show 
did no damage, it can’t be counted 
against Lahr, et al. Seemingly the 
sponsors and the agency discount 
anything and everything as regards 
the momentum of this peak hour—it 
rate. tops when Cantor was head- 
liner—carrying it along for a spell. 
Durante’s nonsense, with his un- 
finished symphony and the broad 
hokumesque of inky-dink-inky-dink 
pianology went for wow returns. 
The in-personal audience on the 
coast, simulating the same idea as 
in New York, likewise was unroar- 
ious about Miss Etting’s songalogy. 
Her ‘Just a Year Ago Tonight’ was 
among the pip renditions. 

C&S’ frank merchandising was 
through the medium of a cut-rate 
‘dated coffee’ offer celebrating the 
4th anniversary of the product all 
through the month of September. 











Hearst on Bankers 
W. R. Hearst probably won't be 
invited to address the next conven- 
tion of the American Bankers’ As- 
sociation as result of his NBC chain 
address Saturday at 11-11:15 p.m. 
from KFI, Los Angeles, across the 
entire network on the subject of 
‘Inflation, Deflation and Reflation.’ 
Publisher was convincingly within 
his element as he burst the bubble 
of the popular bugaboo fear now per- 
vading America as regards that ole 
debbil inflation. IIearst minimized its 
dire effects and in actuality advo- 
cated a mild inflation, which he 
called reflation, to bring national 
prosperity up to the halcyon 1928 
par days, 
He went after the bankers in no 
hedging terms to telling about their 
selfish fears on the subject, for the 
reason that the greater-evaluated 
dollar of 1932 which they lent out 
may not have the same value when 
they get it back in late ’33 or ’34, 
but he dismissed this selfish money- 
lending fear as being something not 
for the general good of the entire 
American public. All in all, Hearst 
made a good impression all around. 
He certainly sounded foreign to the 
popular conceptions of Hearst and 
his flouted ‘yellow journalism.’ 


Fred Allen’s Nifty Comedy 
One of the champ comedy shows 
on the air is Fred Allen’s clever 
tomfoolery for benefit of Hellman’s 
mayonnaise’s gross sales. It’s tip- 
top class show that insults nobody’s 
intelligence yet enjoys the happy 
faculty of not being over the cran- 
iums of the boobies. It’s in toto a 
generally appealing show with the 
stuttering Roy Atwell, the smooth 
straighting Portland Hoffa, Jack 
Smart, the smart Ferde Grofe or- 
chestral accompaniment, the Song- 
smiths, et al., dovetailing into a 
corking presentation. 

As president of Titanic Pictures, 
the studio nonsensery as purveyed 
by Allen is probably the more ap- 
pealing to the shew-wise. The bit 
with Baby Leroy is one example. 
Clever manner of kiddingly get- 
ting over the ad plug is tops along 
with the best in that school of 
humorous merchandizing. 








Beer Program Better 
Realigned Liebmann’s beer half- 
hour Saturday night is for the bet- 
ter. The overplus of the gurgle- 
gurgle biz to get over the pouring 
of beer is absent. Colorful Central 
Park Casino for Eddy Duchin's 
music, in place of Jack Denny last 
week at the equally swank Waldorf- 
Astoria, is an ultra background. Ray 
Perkins is cleverly introduced for 
his stunt. Louis A. Witten sounds 
better than he did before. About 
the only concern should be to get 
those dialectic maitres d’hotel to 
enunci«te clearer and with the same 
pep and gusto as when they’re two- 
fingering a party to a table behind 
the potted palms. 


With Perkins, Doc Sig Spaeth, 


Jamison J LL 


- — 
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on in determining the minimum gal. 
ary due them. For Class ‘A’ sta. 
tion, based on an advertising cara 
rate of $400 and over per evening 
hour, the code sets a minimum of $15 
per sustaining performance and $25 
per commercial broadcast. Class ‘B’ 
station is described as one asking 
$200 to $400 for a night time round 
of the clock and with these the mini- 
mum salary for the performer would 
be $15 on a commercial program 
and $10 sustaining. Rated lowest in 
the classifications is the Class ‘py’ 
stations, whose rate card asks for 
$100 and under for an evening hour 
with the minimum wages here 
tabbed at $10 commercial and $5 
sustaining. 

For the live class of show a pers 
formance including rehearsals is to 
constitute no more than 31% hours, 
According to the code, overtime 
would be paid at the rate of half 
pay for each three hours. Half pay 
angle would also apply to repeat 
performances on the air and these 
are to be limited to within 12 hours 
of the original broadcasts. 

BPG code would also have the an- 
nouncers and others connected with 
a station’s personnel barred from 
taking part as actors in a program, 
For ‘extras,’ described here as per- 
sons other than artists engaged for 
sound effects and similar services, 
the minimum wage would be $5 per 
performance. It’s okay for a per- 
former for personal publicity to do 
a free bit, under the BPG's agree- 
ment, ,on stations coming under 
Class ‘C’ and ‘D,’ but the outlets in 
the higher brackets will have to pay 
or else, 

Recording wage set-up as outlined 
in the code makes it $15 per master 
for a sustaining show and $25 for a 
commercial assignment. Code would 
limit these recordings to a single 
broadcast by any one. station, 
whether used for sustaining or com- 
mercial purposes. 

Actors doubling on either live or 
recorded programs would, under the 
BPG set of regulations, collect one- 
half the minimum wage for each 
part doubled. A performe: called to 
the studio for a broadcast or to a 
dres: rehearsal would have to be 
paid whether used or otherwise. 
Commissions for booking of per- 
formers, production men or extras, 
is limited by the code to 10%. Cus- 
tomary cut at NBC and Columbia 
is 20%, while the indie agents now 
making it a practice of collecting 
what the traffic will bear. 
Chairman of the BPG’s code come 
mittee is Major J. Andrew White, 
head of American Broadcasting Sys- 
tem, Inc., recorded program makers, 
Other firms represented in the group 
are (Charles) Winninger, McNamara 
& Culbertson, Osborne & Souvaine, 
Allied Productions, Broshen Entere 
prises, Leading Attractions, Inc. 
Joyce A. Vertchamp, Georgia Bac- 
kus (News Events, Inc.), Pete Dawe 
son-Jesse Butcher, Inc., R. A. 
Wachsman and George Mack, 
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DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 W. 72d St.. New York City 
My New Assortment of GREETING 
CARDS Is Now Ready. 21 Beautiful 
CARDS and FOLDERS. Boxed, Post- 
paid, for 


One Dollar 














“SECURITY SALESMEN—Promincnt  finan- 





the Tune Detective, is out. 





ial house desires capable representatives. Ex 
perience unnecessary. Fullest co-operation; 
excellent opportunity for permanent, profit- 
ible connection. Apply 9:30 to 19:30 A. M., 
Suite 3354, 120 Broadway, New York. 
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Shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOQP—1552 BROADWAY 
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(Continued from page 5) 


chance to get together and make 
up their minds later. 
There were several other illus- 


trations of this, Lionel Atwill, for 
instance, brought on by the Acad- 
emy, talking too early and record- 
ing the actors’ branch as being un- 
sympathetic with that organiza- 
tion’s attitude toward some prin- 
ciples of anti-star raiding. 
Over-Enthusiastic 

Unions, as well, were at first a 
little enthusiastic in their repre- 
sentation. Studio cameramen were 
willing to cut wages in proportion 
to hours with the idea of more men 
on the job, and scenic artists were 
softening up on Sunday. It took 
William Green to sound the senti- 
ments of the American Federation 
of Labor ag regards a 34-hour week, 
with salaries antedated to former 
boom times. 

Sidney R. Kent, the last speaker 
and one of the few to ad lib, also 
had a chance to do some rectify- 
ing. The business not only could 
not function on Green’s terms but, 
Kent added. the 135,000 stockholders 
interested in the major industry, as 
well as the major interests them- 
selves, would sustain too heavy a 
dent in their $175,000,000 gross 
rentals if exhibitor demands were 
met. This, incidentally, was the 
second time stockholders were men- 
tioned, B. B. Kahane bringing 
them up in his attack on disrep- 
utable agents upon whom he heaped 
responsibility for most of Holly- 
woods’ misery. The RKO head also 
reminded the Government of the 
majors’ money troubles although 
both he and Kent, as star speakers 
for the majors, dwelt upon the mil- 
lions invested in the business by 
the majors, indirectly but effective- 
ly emphasizing the current money 
difference between the Hays group 
and others. 

Rosenblatt Not ‘Tough’ 

The deputy commissioner early 
on the first day evidenced an ability 
to shoot questions, at least one of 
which the average witness could not 
answer for one or many reasons 
best known to the witness. The 
800 in the audience got so that they 
waited for the interrogation which 
seemingly would disconcert or put 
the talker in a corner. Many times 
there was raucous laughter as a 
result, 

Any number of indie exhibs after 
a siege of right to buy went back 
to their hotels and said they could 
have answered when Rosenblatt re- 
quested anyone in the hearing to 
cite proof. ‘But,’ one of them re- 
marked, ‘if we had gone on record 
that we would pay more money for 
pictures and the clause doesn’t get 
in the code, the distributors would 
remember it and it would cost us 


money.’ 

For a man who has been rated 
as ‘tough,’ Rosenblatt exhibited 
marvelous patience and under- 
standing throughout the three 
days. If anything, he allowed the 
average speaker plenty of rope, 


choking him off only when repeti- 
tion was apparent to all of the 
listeners. And when it was over 
Rosenblatt opened the floor to all, 
even those who might have forgot- 
ten to register. 

The Couldn’t- Tellers 

Among those whe couldn't tell 
«(many of whom said they would 
amend their briefs or conduct fur- 
ther research with an answer to 
the deputy’s highlight interrogation 
in mind), were: 

William Elliott of the IATSE 
couldn't tell Rosenblatt whether a 
man behind every projector wou!d 
increase booth costs 100%. The in- 
dependent producers couldn't tell 
why all of the women’s clubs’ rep- 
resentatives didn’t want double 
features. Representatives of the 
Screen Writers Guild couldn't tell 


how to prevent ideas from being 
plagiarized. Hod carrier delegates 
couldn't tell how to have their 
class called semi-professional, The 
Academy couldn't tell why Equity 
hasn’t a greater actor membership 
in Hollywood. Nathan’  Burkan, 


with three clients, couldn't tell 
about the Fox-Warner master con- 
tract whereby the Brothers, it had 
been charged by Allied Exhibitors, 
could throw out foreign product, 
but the indies had to take 'em. The 
poster people couldn't tell how to 
make the exhibitors buy directly 
even after the clause omitting defi- 
nition of the rental deal through 
the exchange was omitted The 
pottery men didn’t tell why give- 
aways in theatres are not in com- 
petition with store retailers. Ros- 
enblatt himself didn't tell why the 
open shop clause was ruled out 
There were & pumber of ‘did 








tells.. But most of them were from 
a group perspective. The Deputy 
told the assemblage that divorcing 


production from _ theatres, and 
bombing theatres, were up to the 
Attorney General. Also, that the 


NRA was not deciding what con- 
stitutes conspiracy. Allied Exhib- 
itors asked Rosenblatt to instruct 
the Department of Justice to in- 
vestigate ciearance and zoning as 
proposed in the major companies’ 
formula. 


Burkan said the _ right-to-buy 
would be ruinous to the big the- 
atres. Many of the indie  pro- 
ponents said the right-to-buy 
would make more money for every- 


body. Kent, with last word, re- 
minded that if there was any 
money in it distributors would 


have grabbed the idea long ago. He 
observed that putting pictures on 
the auction block would mean 
money for the company leading in 
any particular year but ruin for the 
others. He covered elimination at 
the same time by stating the pro- 
ducer viewpoint as being that the 
wheat and the chaff must be com- 
bined in order that there be any 
wheat at all. When the MPTOA, 
which is bucking all the other in- 
die exhibs on double features, has 
been conferring away from the in- 
die mob while in Washington, in- 
sisting on the right to reject some 
of the lemons. 


Steuer On the Agents 


Max Steuer, representing some 
actors and agents, had a strong 
speech against farming out talent, 
but it was abbreviated when Ros- 
enblatt informed him that Kahane 
reported it had crept into the code 
by error. Kahane himself admit- 
ted that even if there weren’t any 
agents, stars could still get tem- 
peramental, 

Incidentally, the facts as pre- 
sented in the leading talk for 
double features made by Eddie Gol- 
den were published in VARIgeTYy sev- 
eral weeks ago. 

A week before the hearing it was 
worded around Columbia and Uni- 
versal would bolt the Hays group 
on double features and not force 
shorts with long pictures. This was 
their pre-hearing understanding. 
But it was not figured the indies, 
minus the MPTOA, would line up 
the way they did. Actually this didn’t 
come about until last Tuesday. Then 
Federated, the TOCC, allied with 
their proxies decided to merge, at 
least for the Washington front. 
Labor, from the operators point of 
view, was earlier opposed _ to 
doubles but the day William Green 
delivered his speech, labor observed 
that the indies would be hurt. Indie 
producer lobbyists take credit for 
the big front, the first time exhib 
factions have ever smoked the pipe 
with producers in their field. They 
finally saw a common advantage. 


The Indies’ Good Job 


The indies did the best front job 
in the business. With all of their 
caucuses and firebrands they went 
through without a hitch. They 
didn’t even charge the MPTOA 
with being Haysian-minded, al- 
though that was their conversation 
in the bedrooms. 

Will Hays had no picnic with his 
own flock. There were several long 
meetings and the General got so he 
forgot to shave. But except for 
Columbiaand Universal, which rode 
along with him on everything else, 
the last minute strategy of putting 
the presentation in the hands of 
Kent and Kahane deprived the 
open record of what had earlier 
loomed up as some major insur- 
gencies. 

Harry M. 
feet once and 
turn by the 


Warner got up on his 
was told to wait his 
deputy. When that 
arrived, however, Warner and his 
lieutenants were among those who 
delegated K&K to do the finals. 

It wasn’t so with the Academy, 
however. This was put in a bad 
light at the start by the proposal in 


the producers’ code that it handle 
considerable of the coast arbitra- 
tion under the Blue Eagle. As the 
result it was a perfect target for 
Equity, AFL, writers and others 
who claimed larger memberships 
than the Academy, which that or- 


ganization did not deny specifically. 


Matters were not helped when } 
Rosenblatt inquired if the Academ: 
was a national organization, and 
got a hedging reply Same went 
for the Central Casting Bureau 
when the Deputy inquired if the 
east as well as the wes yould be 
included and was tol t func- 

ltioned in the ¢ Se e of the 

gmaller labor units were sounded 

along similar lines before Rosen- 
& 


blatt reminded the codists that the 
NRA is strictly national. 

As the hearings wore on a num- 
ber of general things became ap- 
parent. One, that Rosenblatt was 
mastering the most polite multi- 
tude of verbal sloughing matches 
ever staged in the business. The 
rough stuff was all being routed 
back to the hotels along with what- 
ever need for new strategy each 
day developed. And the place 
swarmed with lobbyists. There 
was one even at the press table 
to attempt to minimize the harsh 
points, handing out only that ey 
cerpt from Green’s speech on pi-- 
tures being a lot better from the 
union standpoint than some other 
industries. 

In Re the Moral Code 

The women were the only speak- 
ers to call the Hays moral codes 
by name, although they are iden- 
tified in the exhib proposals. The 
exhibs, from what could be heard, 
wanted the right to reject pictures 
that didn’t meet with their public’s 
idea of propriety. There was some 
talk about the code authority finally 
having this job. 

On the matter of this code en- 
forcement body there is plenty to 
say. Almost all of the groups want 
to be represented on it. That goes 
for labor and Equity as well as 
those right in the business. And 
frequently Rosenblatt interjected 
in the record reference to the Au- 
thority as being the medium to set- 
tle this and that, also the reminder 
that the Authority will be the code 
watchdog and, as such, bound to 
hand up reports or suggestions for 
modifications or additions to what- 
ever finally gets thorugh, at the 
Government’s beck and call. 

The Authority therefore is re- 
garded already as ‘the works.’ Who 
is actually going to be in it, or the 
details of its workability, weren't 
discussed during the open sessions. 
If all the representatives who want 
to be head codists get the job, the 
Authority every. time it meets will 
have to hire a hall, and repeat 
what’s going on in Washington 
now, only along ‘interpretative’ 
lines. 





New Stars 


(Continued from page 3) 
include James Cagney, Ruth Chat- 
terton, Richard Barthelmess, Wil- 
liam Powell, Kay Frances, Ruby 
Keeler, Edward G. Robinson and 
Barbara Stanwyck. Secondary 
names on the Warner list are also 
attractive with Dick Powell, Alan 
Jenkins, Margaret Lindsay, Ann 
Dvorak, Guy Kibbee and Aline Mc- 
Mahon al] having good drawing 
power in supporting assignments. 

Universal has but two names, 
Paul Lukas and Gloria Stuart. Lat- 
ter has been steadily climbing and 
is currently loaned to Sam Goldwyn 
and getting a strong ballyhoo in 
‘Roman Scandals.’ 

Goldwyn himself is looking for 
one or two names for his new sea- 
son. 

Twentieth Century, in addition 
to Ann Harding, Constance Ben- 
nett, George Arliss, Loretta Young 
and George Bancroft, contracted 
for a number of pictures, is trying 
to build a stock company that will 
eventually mean drawing power. 
First to get consideration is Blos- 
som Seeley, who Darryl Zanuck 
figures might be another Mae West. 

Kent’s Orders 

Fox, with a light star list, has 

been ordered by Sidney Kent to get 


to work on its supporting players 
with the view to making stars. 
Studio has Will Rogers, James 


Dunn and Sally Bilers, Janet Gay- 
nor, Clara Bow, Warner Baxter, 
Spencer Tracy and the still untried 
Lilian Harvey. Supporting play- 
ers are strong, but none of them 
ready to jump to stardom imme- 
diately. Kent will not grab or bor- 
row from other studios, feeling that 
the development of Heather Angel, 


Preston Foster, Victor Jory and 
other young players is the better 
system. Fox will continue to hunt 


young talent with possibilities, hop- 
ing that out of the thousands 
tested yearly by the major studos 
it will be able to corral one or two 
who might have the stuff of which 
stars are made, 








Dynamite Prices 


Sept. 18 


William Wagnon and Marco open | 


H San Francisco, 
| 
' 
| 


the Orpheum Friday (22), the first 
picture tc be ‘Headline Shooters,’ 
; with other Universal and RKO’s to 
| follow. Prices will be 25 and 40c. 
This is expected to dynamite 
ther theatres that have consist- 


( 
lently upheld admissions 





Fair’s Weather Break | 


Chicago, Sept. 18 

With the World’s Fair and 
the impetus it has given to all 
business a statement on 
weather conditions should be 
given plenty of credit. Out of 
90 some oid days of World's 
Fair business there have been 


exactly two days that haven't 


been ideal for the fair 
Although there were days 

which looked as if they would 

affect the attendance, the 


nights turned out good. 











CIRC IN DIXIE 


Ringling-BB and Hagenbeck in Yet 
Unplayed Southeast 


Birmingham, Sept. 18. 
With the Ringling big show 
heading into this section reports 
are the show will not close as early 
as originally expected. Show booked 
here Oct. 6 with practically all of 
the Southeast yet unplayed as show 
moves in here from Arkansas and 
Louisiana. 
Hagenbeck- Wallace is also in the 
ecotten country coming down from 
Indiana, West Virginia and Ten- 
nessee. Business is good with this 
outfit with dates in the northern 
part of Dixie putting them on straw 
most nights. Of the two the Wal- 
lace show probably showing more 
black ink than the big show. Haul- 
ing those 75 cars of the Ringling 
show is a bit expensive. 
The larger show will probably go 
through October swinging through 
Georgia, the Carolinas and Florida 
and then into quarters. The Hagen- 
beck show will probably close be- 
fore the big show in spite of the 
business it is doing. 


Stickup Man Fatally 
Wounded by L.A. Cop 


Los Angeles, Sept. 18. 


Jack Keating, 30, died at General 
hospital Sunday (17) from a bullet 
wound received in a gun fight with 
a policeman while Keating and a 
companion attempted to hold up the 
Gaiety, downtown burlesque house, 
late Saturday night. 

Policeman entered theatre as 
Keating and his friend, John M. 
Farley, who was apprehended, were 
holding the house treasurer under 
their guns. Both policemen were 
wounded in the ensuing bullet ex- 
change and are in a serious condi- 
tion at the hospital. 








Burlesque Placements 
Chicago, Sept. 18. 

Milt Schuster office last week 
placed the following performers: 
Megg Lexing into the Empire, To- 
ledo; Jean Saffer for the Great 
Beyond at the World’s Fair; Billie 
Bird to Bijou, Philadelphia; Dixie 
Dixon and Rexiné Whalen into the 
Grand, Peoria. 

Irving Place, New York, got Ruth 
Willson and Marion LaMarr; 
World’s Fair Girls in Cellophane 
drew Babe Reynolds, Elsie Miller, 
while Freeman and Bert, Spark 
Plug George, Bobby Burns, Billy 
Bumps, Mack & Tanya, Bobby Vail. 
Jeannette Lane, Carrie Finnell and 
Esta Alja went into the Empress in 
Cincinnati. 


Hirsch’s Union Troubles 


Minneapolis, Sept. 18. 

In the matter of posting advance 
salaries, the stage hands’ union 
here has altered ifs demand that 
Harry Hirsch of the Gayety post 
two weeks’ salaries as a preliminary 
to reopening with stock burlesque. 
Now it insists only on a single week 
in advance. 

Hirsch unwilling to meet this 
requirement and also says he can- 
not meet the salary and personnel 
demands of the union. Accordingly, 


is 


the stock burlesque season is still 
off. 
Exempts Circuses 
Lebanon, Pa., Sept. 18. 


Circus and show company parades 


are specifically exempted from re- 
strictions imposed in a new street 
parade or street meeting ordinance 


just passed at the instance of Mayor 
fohn K. Schropp himself. The or- 
dinance carries a penalty of not 


more than $25 in fine or 30 days in 


Texas Fair Town Takes 


Chi Expo Tip on Names 


° Dallas ept is 


Plan of Chi’s show he 
names ‘in person’ is to be tried here 


ises getting 


during the State Fair Oct 22 
Mentioned are: Palace, Dave Ru- 
binoff, guest conductor and violin- 
ist, and Will Rogers in ‘Dr. Bull 
on the screen; Majestic, Texas Gui- 
nan and her girls, and a top pict; 


Melba, Jesse and Helen Crawford at 
two consoles, and “The Power and 
the Glory’ on the screen. 


Meanwhile the fair will splurge 
with three five-day shows, ‘Bitter 
Sweet’, ‘Nina Rosa’, and ‘Floro- 
dora’, all Shubert productions, to 
replace its usual straight 15-day 
show. Fair officials here, believ- 
ing strong downtown attractions 
helpful to them, pleased with the 


theatrical roundup. 


So. Sea Circus’ 15 Wks. 


Chicago, Sept. 18. 

E. K. Fernandez in town last 
week getting additional acts for his 
Seuth Seas circus, which opens in 
Hawaii Oct. 8. Show will have 14 
acts playing 15 weeks in the trop- 
ical islands with possibility of ad- 
ditional time in the Philippines, 
Japan and China. 

Troupe sails from Los Angeles 
Sept 29. Two turns picked up in 
the Charies Zemater office were the 
Hodgini Family and the Three 
Macedon Brothers. 


BURLEY IN AKRON 
Akron, O., Sept. 18. 

Burlesque, missing from Main 
street under that name at least, for 
two years, is due to stage a come- 
hk soon in its original home. 

A Youngstown impresario 
tiunks Civic theatre, dark since last 
fall, is likely spot and is negotiating 
for the house. 


Hamid Booked 
Toronto, Sept. 18. 
It was George Hamid and not 
Phil Worth who booked the show at 
the Canadian National expo, as re- 
ported. 














Stuntsters Bumped 
London, Canada, Sept. 18. 

Two daredevil riders and sharp- 
shooters b‘'led to appear as stunt 
motorcycle riders it the Western 
Fair here staged an unbilled dress 
rehearsal early this morning when 
their car turned over on No. 2 high- 
way, while a trailer on the ma- 
chine in which was riding the wife 
of one of the performers broke 
loose and plunged off the highway, 
later landing upon a front lawn of 
a rural residence. 
Driver of the car was John 
Crooks of 1121 Gordon street, Hol- 
lywood, Cal., while with him was 
Putt Mossman of Deposit, N. Y. 
Mrs. Mossman was sleeping in the 
trailer at the time of the accident. 
None of the three suffered serious 
injury. Traffic Officer Howard Jack- 
man said he was told that Crooks 
had fallen asleep at the wheel of 
the machine. 


CIRCUSES 


Hagenbeck- Wallace 
For Current Week (Week Sept. 18) 
Sept. 18, Ashville: 19, Gastonia; 20, High 
Point; 21, Burlington; 22, Goldsboro; 23, 
Wilmington; 25, Charleston. 


Ringling Bros.-B. & B. 





20 


Sept. 18, Shreveport; 19, Longview; ‘ 
Dallas; 21, Ft. Worth; 22, Waco; 23, Aus- 
tin. 





CARNIVALS 


For Current Week (Week Sept. 
Bh. & B.: Wilkesboro. 

Bach, O. J.: Watkins. 

Badger & Kink: Piano. 

Bar Brown: Russellville 

Barker, J. L.: Ava. 


18) 


Barlow Big City: Table Grove 
Heckman & Gerety: ‘Tulsa, Okla. 
Kee, F. H.: Dickson, Tenn. 


Bendixen Midway Attrs.: Montevideo 
Big State: Crockett. 

Bioom's Gold Medal: North Judson. 
Buck, O. ©€.: Mineola, N. 

Bunt's Greater: Woodruff. 

Dodson's World Fair: Lawrenceburg 
Edwards, J. R., Attrs.: Millersburg 
Evangeline: Hugo. 

Golden Valley: Prestonburg, Ky. 
Greater American: Manchester. 
Greenland Expo.: Jackson 
Grubergs, Max, Famous 
Happyland: Allegan 
Hames & Williams: Ennis 
Krause Greater Rutherfordtor 
Landes, J. L..: Burlington, 
Lang, Dee: Mt. Vernon 
Lewis, Art: Fall River 
MecFariand, Ed.: Waxsh: 
Magic City: Town Creei 
Metropolitan: Camilla, Ga 
Mighty Sheesley Midway: Roanoke, Va 
Mode! Shows of America: Knoxville. 
Mutual Carnival Cc W oodridge. 

Reid Greater: Ire ‘ ickst irg 
Dunganon. 

isburg 


Marion. 


Mass 
chie, 





jail, or both, for violations. 
Circuses a taxed otherwise, and 
therefore exempted in the new 





measure 
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The Queen of Them All 
proves the lure of Lovely Skin 


Ln Reg, > 


ee - 


coos, 


HECK them right down the 

list. From the Lorelei to the 
Queen of Them All—Mae West— 
every siren who ever wrecked hearts 
has had one unforgettable lure: Soft 
skin. Smooth skin. Enticingly love- 
ly skin! 

Mae West knows all about this 
siren business. She keeps her skin 
always in a state of smooth perfec- 
tion . . . softly clear, irresistible 
... with a simple complexion care 
which she’s devoted to! Listen to 
what this beautiful actress has to 
say about it: 

‘‘Lux Toilet Soap is magic for the 
skin. I use it faithfully, for it keeps 
my complexion exactly as i like it— 
velvet-smooth, clear, fresh and al- 
ways youthful.”’ 


3 Of the 694 important Hollywood ac- 
ae tresses, including all stars, 686 use Lux 
‘ea : g Toilet Soap to keep their skin lovely. It’s 

; the official soap in all the big film studios. 

You, too, can have this greater loveli- 
ness! You’ll be amazed at the soft, clear 
beauty this fragrant, white soap can bring 
your skin. Get Lux Toilet Soap today and \ 
see for yourself! 















MAE WEST, gorgeously beauti- 
full See her in Paramount’s 

“T’m No Angel.” She uses Lux 
Toilet Soap for her skin! 
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